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HISTORY OF THE 
BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA 

ClIAFi-EB I 

Considerations on tVio Rights acquired by tlie Discovery of Unknown 
Lands, and on the Claims advanced by the Spaniards. 

The Accounts givon by the Buccaueers who extended 
ihch’ euLerpi'i.sos to the Pacific Ocean, are the iie-sl; 
avii henticatecl of any wliieh have been publislied by 
that class of Atlvoxitiirors. They are interspersed with 
nautical and geographical descriptions, cori-oborative 
of the events related, and more worth being preserved 


than the memory of wluit was performed. T1 k=s 
nnaterials for this portion of B.: • !■! ■“ 

it was necessary slioultl be in ;l !-i i: .i ir',; 0 !v » 

South Sea Navigations, could *. ■ i /'■ ; '--l •■ii 


bringing other parts into vi-arr: whence it .appeared, 
that with .a moderato iner»;a.s(i of l.iboiiv, aiid ^\■i^TlO!li. 
much enlarging the bulk of ujirrati’ci', .m i‘i:gnlar lu.slot'y 
might be formed of their carcR*r, iVoiii iiieli.' fij'.si- rife, 
to their snppre.ssion ; and tiiiu. such a- work v.'ouhi noi; 
be without its use. 

No practice is more common in Iiter.ature, than for 
an author to endeavour to clear the grcjund before 
him, by mowing doum the labours of his predecessors 
on the same subject. To do this, Avhere the labour 
they ha-v'o besto\veii is of good tomlonc.y, or evtm to 
1 A 



HISTORY OF THE 

wll.li l!,'n‘.=liri(?~.s the commission of error where 
!io bad L’.jiciiiion i.- manifest, is in no small degree 
illiberal. But all the Buccci ■ ■■ \- i ■] w ■■■■■: berto 

have appeared, and the .-ii' s-v.'!, are 

boastful coni])03itions, which have delighted in exag- 
geration : and, what is most mischievous, Idiey have 
lavished commenda,tion on acts which demanded 
I'eprobation, and have, endeavoured to raise miscreatits, 
notorious for their want of humanity, to the rank of 
iieroe.s, les.sening thereby the stain upon robbery, and 
the abhorrence naturally coiiceived against crnell-y. 

There is some excuse for the Buccaneer, who tells 
his own stoiy. Vanity, and his prejudices, with- 
out any intention to deceive, lead him to magnify liLs 
own exploits ; and the reader naturally juake.s allow- 
ances. 

I’lie men whoso enterprises are to bo related, wen^ 
natives of dill'ercnt Euro])ean nations, hut chiefly of Groat 
Britain, and France, and most of themi ,-,. '.i: !' ; i-e 
who being di.sappointod, by accidentr- o. ! > 

of the Spaniards, in their more; sober ]->nrsuits in the 
We.st Indies, and also in-a;:gaLe<l by tJiiisi. Tor pin rider 
as much as by desire foj* w'ngeanco, einiiodied ihein' 
selves, under different leaders of tlunr own choo.sing, 
to make prodaioiy war upon tlie .Sjjaniard.s. These 
men the Spaniards naliiraliy iriaiiod .a.s piiates; bnt 
some peculiar circiiin.'-i.ancoj wliieb pimoked l lveir first 
enterprises, and a general feeling of euiulby aga.inst 
tliat nation on account of their American conquests, 
firocured them the connivance of the rest of the mari- 
time states of Europe, and to bo distinguished ilr-st by 
tlio softened appellations of Freeboor-.s-s ami Adven- 
turers, and afterwards by that of Buccaneers. 

Spain, or, more strictly spe, -iking, C;i.=iile, on the 
merit of a first discovery, claimed .an o-Vi'-usive vig'ni- 
to the jjo3se.s,3ion of the w'hole of America, with tba; 
exception of the Brasils, which were conceded to ilni 
Portuguese. These claims, and this div:=ion, the Po])e 
sanctioned by an instrument, entitled a .Bull of .Don.'i- 
tion, which \ya3 granted at a time when .-.ill tJie mari- 
2 



BUCXJANEERS OF AMERICA 

powers O’' rMi!*o])o AVi-io iin liM* i.'ic ; pii ii ii..; 

> ! ■'!: -i! li-' S;- ■ op Itoiiio. Tlie Sij.iui.ii-il.-;, lio'.vevo:;. 
did nut flatter (,iio:n'i;lv('s ili; y -^'lo-ild l>o loj’i; in 
i 111' siiTo and iiiid;s|)!!i i-d r iijoyment of so I..";: ■ .1 
()i‘ ilio !u;wj\'-(!is?ijvi-i-cd ri{. '; Iin; .i.- y ■.■. .!■■■ 

principally anxious to in’e.-rorvcj v.-ljiflly lo themselves 
the West Invli-.'s : and, snob was the monopolising 
spirit of \.\w. Ciisiiliaus. vhat during the life of the 
Queen Ysahel of {.'fniile, who was regarded as the 
patroness of Columbus’s discovery, it was difficult even 
for Spaniards, not subjects born of the crown of 
(.'a-iiN.', (.0 gain access to this New World. i .'.i- 

being repeatedly published against the rr-^.-n o’ 
all other persons into the ships bound thither, Ferdi- 
naiid, .King of Arragon, the husband of Ysabel, had 
refused to contribute towards the outfit of Columbus’s 
first voyage, having no opn. ■-.»!! of ib”' y 

that it would produce him a: .-i 1.!!:.: s*. .‘m-iI 

the nndortalcing being at the expense of Castile, the 
countries discovered were considered as appendages to 
the (jrown of Castile. 

If such ;jealou.sy was entertained by the Spaniards 
of each other, what must not have been their feelings 
ro.spect’ng other European nations? ‘Wlioevor,’ says 
Iliihliiyi, ‘i.s conversant wit' I ili • TV-- ■.i.'' '■ .r d ' i'' 

‘ wi ii.i'is, .'liiill find that the\ -i •• . .■.! ■ ■ ■ 1 'm i .■■■ 

‘for pirates, rovers, and . \ ■ i, :ii>y 

‘heathoi coa.st that they have .sailed by or looked on.’ 

Spain con-siderod tJie New W'orld a,s what in our law 
books is called Treasure-trove, of which she became 
lawfully and excln.sively entitled to take possession, as 
fnlly as if it had been found without any o-wuer or 
proprietor. Spain has not been singular in her maxims 
respecting the rights of discoverers. Our boots of 
Voyages abound in instances of the same disregard 
shewn to the rights of the native inhabitants, the 
only rightful propi-ioi ors, by the navigators of other 
European nations, who, with a solemnity due only to 
offices of a religious nature, have contiuu-ally put in 
pi’actice the form of taking possession of Countries 
3 
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which to them were new discoveries, their being in- 
habited or desert making no dijGPereuce. Not unfre- 
quently has the ceremony been performed in the 
presence, but not within the iindcM’standing, of the 
wondering natives : and on this formality is grounded 
a claim to usurp the actual possession, iu preference 
to other Europeans. 

Nothing can be more opposed to cowman sense, 
than that strangers should pretend to actpiire l)y dis- 
covery, a title to countries they find with inhabitants ; 
as if in those veiy inhabitants the right of pi*ior dis- 
covery was not inherent. On some occasions, howevei’, 
Europeans have thought it expedient to acknoAvlodge 
the rights of the natives, .as when, in disputing each 
other’s claims, a title by gift from the natives has 
been protended. 

In uninhabited lands, a right of occupancy re.sult.s 
from the discovery; bub actual and bond fide possession 
is requisite to perfect appropriation. If ronl possession 
be not taken, or if taken shall not bo retained, the 
right acquired by the mere discovery is not indefinite 
and a perpetual bar of exclusion to all others; for that 
would amount to discovery giving a right equivalent 
to annihilation. Moveable effects may be hoarded and 
kept out of use, or be de.stroyed, and it will not 
ahvays be easy to prove whether with injury or beiielit 
to mankind: but the necessitie.s of hnniau life will not 
.ndmit, unless nnder the strong hand of power, that a 
right should l)o protenfled to keep extensive and fertile 
countries waste and seclud-,- 1 m i:m i. 

other reason than the will o' u ■’.!'■■ ■■■■ . 

Particular local cirenrasta'- m--< i:-.: ■..! 

to the oficupancy of territory: for instance, between 
the confines of the Bussian and Chinese Einpiro.s, lai’gc 
tracts of country are left waste, it being held, that 
their being occupied by the subjocks of eithor Eiupire 
would affect the security of the other. Several similar 
instances might be mentioned. 

There is in many cases difficulty to settle Avluit con- 
stitutes occupancy. On a small Island, any first scitle- 
4 
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ment is acknowledged an occupancy of tlie whole ; 
and sometimes, the occupancy of a single Island of a 
gvrnp i- -’imposed to comprehend an exclusive title to 
ti'.i' p:-'i of the remainder of the group. In the 

West Indies, the Spaniards regarded their making 
settlements on a few Elands, to bo ar* actual taking 
possession of the whole, as far as European preten- 
sions were concerned. 

The first discovery of Oolumbus ilie 

curiosity and speculative clisposit/ion-- i!:;- h,; e- 

pean inarithno Powers. King Hei'.\ , ■ . V'! I-, 
England, as soon as lie was cej-titied of the existence 
of countries in the A'vt-storn hemisphere, sent ships 
thither, -wdiereby NoM’-foundlaud, and parts of the con- 
tinent of North America, w’erc lirst divseovered. South 
America was also visited veiy (;arly, hoth hy ihe 
English and tlm French : 'wliid) jjaM'o'is,* Uie ni.sLoriau 
of Brasil remarks, ‘had neglocied i<» a.-k a sluire of 
*tlie nudiscoverod world, wi'.on Popi) A!eN;md.':;i.' l.h<^ 
‘AUth partitioned it, who nnidd as willingly have 
‘drawn two linos as one; and, becaxiso they derived 
‘no advantage from that partition, refused to admit 
‘its validity.’ The West Indies, however, which 
doubtless was the part most cov('i<:*d by all, seem lo 
have been considered as more particularly the dis- 
covery and right of the Sijaniards: ami. ciilioi' from 
respect to their pretension.'^, or from the oiniiiim enlcr- 
lahiod of their force in flioso i>a.-is, ihey icriiaiiiod 
many yc'ar.s undisturbed by intrudoi'S in Lhn AA'^est 
Indian Seas. But their homeward-bound ships, and 
tilso those of the Portuguese fi'om the East Indies, did 
not escape being molested by pirates; sometimes by 
those of tlieir own, as well as of otlxer nations. 


5 
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OHAPTEB II 


Review of the Dominion of the Spaniards in Hayti or 
Hispaniola. 

The first settlement formed, by the - rheir 

newly discovered woi'Id, was on ' i <■ !'.■ 'd i-y t]\c 
nath'e inhabitants named Hayti; tljo 

Spaniards gave the name of Esi'iafiola or Hi.s]>fuuola. 
Anri in process of time it ca.iue to pass, that this .same 
Island became the great place of resort, a,nd inii'sery, 
<.)f the European adventurers, who have been so con- 
spicitous inider the denomination of the TJuccanec.'rs 
of America.. 

The native inhabitanl.s found in IL'-yti. Jiave biiii 
described apeojjle of gentle, eoinpassjonaic-: dispev-^it ion 
of too frail a constitution, boili of body and n!ii:.d, 
either to resist opi^ression, or lo supperi, il'.einsi-l ves 
under its -weight; and to the iiidolcuri', Inx'.ivy, and 
avarice of the discoverers, their IVoedom and lia ppiiic^.s 
ill the first instance, and finally their (‘xistence, fell a 
sacrifice. 

Queen Ysahel, the patrone.ss of the discovery, be- 
lieved it her duty, and was earnestly disposed, to be 
their protectress; but she wanted resolution to second 
her inclination. The Island abounded in gold mine.s. 
The natives were tasked to work them, hea,vier and 
heavier by degrees ; and it was the great misfortune 
of Columbus, after acliiev';-.,. the glory 

of which was not cxceedei. \ ;a ■; ,.)f his con- 
temporaries, to make an ...r ■, >.!;,■ , : |.he success 

Heaven had favoured him with, and to be the fore- 
most in the destruction of the nations his» discovery 
first made known to Europe. 

The population of Hayti, according to iht; IoA\(.:d. 
estimation made, amounted to a nn'.lioii of souls. 'l".e 
lirst visit of Columbus was passed in a rontiniifil 
ciprocation of kind offices between them an:l ihe 
.Spauiard.s. One of ibe Spanisli .ship« \vn:-i -ivreehoji 
upon the coast, and the natives gaio every assistajice 
IJ 
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in their power towai'ds saving the ci-cw, and their 
effects to them. When Colinnbos departed to rotani 
to Europe, he left behind him tfalrty-eight Sx)aniai‘d.s, 
with the consent of the Chief or Sovereign of the part 
of tile Island where he had been so hospitably rp- 
ceivod. Ho liad erected a fort for tlieir security, and 
the declared purpose of thcii* remaining was to protect 
the Oliit^f against all his enemies. Several of Llie native 
Islantlors -wilnutarily emharked in the ships to go to 
Spain, among whom Avas a relation of the Hayti 
Chief; and ivith them Avere taken gold, and various 
samples of the productions of the Nbav World. 

Columbus, on his return, Avas receiA^ed by the court 
of Spain Avith the honours due to his heroic achieve- 
mejit, indeed Avith honours little short of adoration ; 
he Avas declared Admiral, GoA’-eruor, and Viceroy of 
the Countries that ho had discoA'cred, a.’id als<; a: i.Jm.s.: 
Avhich he should afierAvard.'- discover; Jie was oj'deii-d 
to a.ssume the stAdc and ;ii.le of ladiiihy; aiid wa-i 
furnished with a, larger ilw i: lo jn-o.-ec';!...' farilnn' 1.1. e 
discoA’'er3', and to make coiivp!<.st of llii' ucw limd*. 
The instruction.s for his .‘a?c«md e.x'pod:; ‘on (.-(njifiinod 
the folloAviug direction: ‘Forasmuch as yon, 

‘ topher Coluinhii.s, are going by our com ns a:', d, wi'.li 
* our vessels and om? men, to discover .■uni .':ii!,)diii‘ 
‘certain Island.s and Continent, our will is, that a’ou 
‘ shall be (.nir Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor in them.’ 
This Avas the first step in the ini(piitou.s usnrpation.s 
AA'^hich the more cultivated uations of the AA'orld hav(>. 
]iTacti.sed uiion their Aveakcr brethren, tbe natives 
of America-. 

Thus provitled and instructed, Coluiubus sailed on 
his -second A-OA-age. On arriving at Hayti, the fir-sl; 
new.s ho learnt was, that T.he natives IuilL dernoli.'^bed 
the fort wh! h. 1 • I ' ,1 ’ .”1 . ..1 lestroj'ed ihe 

garrison, aaTjo great provo- 
cation, by t.,'-"- i. !_•..■■■■■■ / : !,■ ■ i ions con.Iuet. 

War did not > j^dow. L..h..nbus acci pied 

pre.senrs of gold from the Chief; lie landed a Tniuil.(.;r 
of colonists and built a town on the North side of 
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T-Tayti, which he named aft-ei* the patroness, Ysabel, 
and fortified. A second fort was soon built; new 
Spaniards aiTived ; and the ii.ativcs began to under- 
stand that it was the intention of their viaitcjrs to 
stay, and be lords of the country. ^!’he Chiefs ludd 
meetings, to confer on the means to rid tluauselves 
of such unwelcome guests, and there was iii.>peai-ance 
of preparation luahing to that end. Tiie Sjumiards had 
as yet no farther asserted dominion, than iji takijig 
land for their tcuvn and forts, and lieliiing thcauselve.s 
to provisions when the natives neglected to i)ring 
supplies volnntarily. TIio histories of tliese tran-siietious 
aifoct a tone of apprehension on account of the 
extreme danger in which the Spaniards were, from 
the multitude of heathen inhaifitants ; but all the 
facts show that they perfectly uudorstood the helpless 
oharactor of the natives. A Spanish officer, named 
Pedro Margarit, was blamed, not altogethei’ roason- 
a,bly, for disorderly conduct to the natives, winch 
happened in the following manner. He was ordered, 
^\’i^■h a. larg't body of troops, to make a progress 
■; lll■(>ugIl (li(> hdiiiid in diliV-reni. p.-u-is, and was strictly 
enjoined to restrain his men from cmiiniii ling any 
violence agaiu.?! ibe nalive<i, or from giving tlieni any 
cause for complaint:. Mnt the cvoojis were simr. on 
their jonrin-y wii hour- i4rovi>ious, .and ih.e inu.ives were 
not di'posed i,o furnish ihatn. The i-ecurred to 

violence', wliieli they did not limit t.o tiie obtaining 
food. If Co'iinnbns could .“pare :j. deracliniom; strong 
enough to make such a visitation through the land, bo 
could have entertained no doubt of hi.s ability to 
subdue it. But before he risked engaging in open 
war with the natives, he thought it to 

weaken their ntcans of resisting by what he called 
stratagem. Hayti was divided into five provinces, or 
small kingdoms, niidei* the sepanato dominion of as 
many Princes or Oa-ciques. Ojie of the.se, Ootinaho, 
the Cacique of Maguana, Columbus believed to be 
more resolute, and more dangerous to his [)urpo.so, 
than any other of the chiefs. To Coanabo, therefore,’ 
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he sent an Ofiicei*, to propose an accomodation on 
terras which appeai-ctl so i‘easonahle, that the Indian 
Chi('f a 5 '.?cjiiied to rijoin. Afterwards, relying on the 
good iait h of l.lie Sj)aniards, not, as some authors have 
1110, 'inly r<'prcseiit;(.'il, tlirough crecndoiis (.■hildi.'h 

simpliciiy, hul, w'.idi the natimal tauilidence which 
gcrieraliy prevails, and which ought to fifcvail, among 
mankiiid in ihiiiv niiM nal engagemenrs, I'.o ga\<! op[)Oi'-- 
liiMlty for Coluinhns lo get possession of liis person, 
wJio caused Jiiiu to be seized, and ernh/irkod in a, ship 
tlK.-ii ready lo saii Th-'- sitip JVim. dfi.vd in 

r.lif. pas.'-ago. Tlio c.‘ «'■ ■■•..li and the contempt 

with which he treated Oolumhns for his treachery, 
form one of the most striking circumstances in the 
history of the jxirJldiinis dealings of the Spaniards 
in Ai.nei'ica. On the seizure of this Chief, the Islanders 
rose in arms. Columbus took the field witli two 
luuidred fo(.)t armed with imiskotry and cross-bows, 
with twenty troopers mounted on horses, and with 
tu'enty largo clogs * I 

It is not to be \irgcd in i \ -.dp : V > Si'a:'.‘.ii d-. 

that the natives w'tire the v 

the garrison left at I-Tayii. Lul.mdr.L.- Lorn i I 
his lirsl visit in friendship ; and, Avii iio\ii ilic, knowledge 
that any breach had happened bfLwcon ilie S|KinjaT.(i'; 
left behind, and the natives, sei-Lciwi of .siil)j’.:g.ilioii 
had been pronounced .■^gainst them. This uns not to 
.avenge injury, I'or ilio Spaniards know not of any 
committed. Coluinbu.s was commissioned to execute 
this sentence, and for that end, besides a force of 
armed men, he took with him from Sixain a number 
of blood-hounds, to prosecute a most unrighteous 
piirposc by the most inlntrnan means. 

Many things arc justifiable in defence!, which in 
offensive war ai.'c regarded by the goncrfility of man- 
kind wdth detestation. All are agreed in the use of 
dogs, as faithful guards to our persons as well as to 
our dwelling.^ ; but to hunt men with dogs seems to 
have been till then unheard of, and is nothing less 

* Lebreies de pressa. 
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offensive to humanity than cannibalism or feasting 
on our enemies. Neither Jagged shot, poisoned darts, 
springing of mines, nor any species of destruction, 
can I'o objecied to, if this is allowed in honourable 
war, or admitted not to be a disgraceful practice in 
any war. 

It was scarcely possible for the Indians, oi- indeed 
for any people naked and undisciplinc'd, however 
numerous, to stand their ground again^.'.. a, force so 
calculated to excite dj'cad. The Islanders were 
naturally a timid people, and they regarded lire-ar;ns 
as engines of more than mortal eor.irivai!."'.'. lion. 
Ferdinand, the son of Columbus, who wro'.e a llisiory 
of his father’s acitions, rolales an instaiice, v.iiicii 
happened before the war, of above dOt) Indians run- 
ning away from a single Spa-nish horseman. So little 
was attack, or valiant opiiosition, apprehended from 
the natives, that Columbus divided his force into 
several squadrons, to charge them at duVerer.r poii;!.<. 

‘ These faint-hearted creatures,’ say.s Don Fei’ds.’nuid, 
‘fled at the first onset; and our men, pursumg and 
‘ killing ihcin, made such havock, that in a short time 
‘ they obtained a complete vict--:-y.‘ T; <• 
by Oolunibiis wa.s, to confirm .. ,! . 

of Bui'opean arms, by a terrible execution. The 
victors, both dogs and men, used their ascendancy 
like furies. The dogs flew at the throats of tlui 
Indian.s, and strangled or lore thoni in iiieces ; whilst 
the Spaiiiard.s, with the eagerness of hunters, pursued 
iuid niOAved down the uiii-e.si.sting fugitives. Some 
Lhcaiyfinds of the Islanders wca-e slangbterod, and those 
taken pri.soners were consigned to servitude. If tiu! 
fact were not extant, it would not be foueoivabie, 
that any one could be so blind to the infaniy of .'.mcli 
a proceeding, as to extol the coui-ago of the Spauiard:; 
on this occasion, instead of execrating their ri-uclty, 
Three huudred of the nativ'es were shipped for tipain 
as slaves, and tJu? whole .Island, with the exiv-],(ii.on of 
a small part towards llie 'Wofd.orn coast, which has 
since been named the Cul dc Sac, was subdiu'd. t?ol- 
10 
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limbus made a leisurely pi’ogress through the Island, 
which occupied him nine or ton months,’ and imposed 
a tribute generally upon all the natives above the age 
of fourteen, requiring ecach of them to pay quarterly 
a certain qiiautily of gold, or 25 lbs. of cotton. Those 
natives who -were discovered to have been active 
against the Spaniards, were taxi .1 I.'.-'- -. T » 
evasion, ringvS or tokens, to be p: ':i ■ .■.■'.iit 

oP v. i T O given to tlic Islanders on their paying 

the li'iljML.p, arid any Islander found without such a 
riiiir'k itj bis r»)rsession, was deemed not to have paid, 
and proceeded against. 

Queen Ysabel shewed her d'- .;;'' ' rV-’-ii:.- 

biis’s proceedings, by liborati"g i v ■•id'",.., i,.-: ■ ; . 'o 
captive Islanders to their on -i r ;• n di;. : d ■.■v- r ■ 
over add(3d her positive con mi-. I-, ! i ■ ‘ 

natives should bo made slavr •. Ti v... >■ \\t.- ; ■■«• :i-- 
panied with othei-s iuloudod !■■:■!■ c -■■i : 

the Spanish Colonists, folion' :g i i-v. a i:\ \'.\ ■' ■ 

Governor, contrived moans 1 > .i .i. ■:> . 

In the mean time, the Islanders could nob furnish 
the tribute, and Columbus was rigorous in the col- 
lection. It is said in palliation, that he was enibarrassed 
in consequence of the magnificent descriptions he had 
given to l^erd inatid and Ysabol, of the riches of 
Hispaniola, by which he had taught them to expect 
much; and that the fear of disappointing them and 
losing their favour, prompted him io Hi:i; ir.'ae 
oppressively to the Indians than bis disjv)-:;lio:i oilicv- 
wlse incliiiecl him to do. Distres.-'.;.s i>:; iiiif-; kiimI jar.-^.s 
upon all men; but only in very or’di’iii cy minds ds) 
they outweigh .solemn cousidoi‘;uioii-. .Sei.iin.u iiside 
the dictates of religion and moral duLy, ,-',.s d-,jii!ii l!.;.ss 
was done, and looking only to Wiirhlly cdvani.iiucs, if 
Columbus had properly estini,-!.! ■.:!! liis .sl'.s.'ajor), lu; 
would ha.ve been resolute not to dosccud from the 
eminence bo had aLiaiued. The dilemma.' in wbicli lie 
was placed, was sinqily. whether he would risk some 
illuiiruitioii of the favour he was in at Court, by being 
(ho protector of these Tslandors, who, by circumstances 
11 
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peciiliaa-ly calculated to engage his interest, were 
entitled in an especial in<anner to have been regarded 
as his clients ; oi’, to jn’cseiwc that favours would 
oppress thoin to their destruction, and to the ruin of 
his own fame. 

The Islanders, finding their inability to oppose 
the invaders, took the desperate resolution to desist 
from the cultivation of their lands, to abandon tbeir 
houses, .'Hid ro wiLlidi-a w l.humselves to tin; ir.(.'UiiL;:in.s ; 
hoping thereby that want of subsistence would force 
their oppressors to quit the. Island. The Spaniards 
had many resources ; tiro sea-coast supplied them wlLli 
fisb, and their vessels bx’ought provisions from other 
islands. As to the natives of Hayti, one thurd part 
of them, it is said, perished in the coimse of a few 
mouths, by famine and by suicide. Tbc rest rctuviuHl 
to their dwellings, and submitted. A,]l the.so events 
took place witliiu tliree years after the discovery ; so 
active is rapacity. 

Some among the Spaniards (authors of that time 
say, the enemies of Oolnmbus, as if sentiments of 
humanity were not capable of such an effort) wrote 
Memorials to their Catholic ..Al.'ijestics, representing 
the disastrous condition to wliicli rh(! natives were 
reduced. Commissioners were sent to examine into 
the fact, and Columbus found it necessary to go to 
Spain to dofcixd his administration. 

So great was chn v-eiKU'.uion and vespeci;. entertained 
for him, that on his arrival at Courl, ;iCi!Usation w;is 
not allowed to be produced against him: and, without 
instituting enquiry, it was arranged, Lhaf iio sijould 
return to his government with a largo rcinfoi-cemen!; 
of Spaniards, and with authority to grant lands l.o 
whomsoever he chose to think capable of cultivating 
them. Various accidents delayed his depurture froju 
Spain on his third voyage, till 14-9S, 

Uo liad left two of his brothers to govern in 
Hispaniola during his absence ; the eldest, BartoloimS, 
with the title of Adclantado ; in whoso time (a.d. 
1196) was traced, on the South side of the Island, the 
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plan of a new town inLendeil for the capital, the laud 
in the neighbourhood of the town of Ysabel, before- 
built, being poor and little productive. The name 
first given to the now town was Nueva Ysabel; tliis 
in a short time gave ])lacc to that of >Santo Domingo, 
a name which was not imposed by authority, but adopted, 
and became in time established by cornnioii usage, of 
which the original cause is not now' known*. 

Under the Adebmtado’s government, the parts of 
the Island wliich till then had held out in thei]’ refusal 
to receive the Spanish yoke, were reduced to subjec- 
tion ; and the conqueror v* . .‘'ii-d bis vanity with the 
puldic execution of one i'l.- I'.-;..: Kings. 

Columbus whilst he was in .Spain received mortifica- 
tion in tw'o instances, of nel.i iicr cil which he had any 
right to complain. In October 1496, three hmrdred 
natives of Hayti (made prisoners by the .Adelantndo) 
were landed at (.’.adi/, being scait !.o Spaii' as .s'lave.s. .At 
this act of di.sv)1)c*d;ence, the .King and Qiivion .sivongjy 
expressed their displeasure, and .saiii, if Ibe l'.■•!{iruier•^ 
made war agaiTJst tiio Castilian.^, they inn.si: ha-ve boon 
constrained to do it by hard treatnu'ni.. Cohnnbii.s 
thought proper to blame, and to disavow wliai; hi.s 
brother had done. The other insiauco of ii is receiving 
mortification, was an act of kindness done him, and 
so intended; and it was the only .-hade v,- of any thing 
like rejproof offered to him, l:i i-la* in-iru .•( wl'.ii. h 
he now received, it was (,a.!-ui si.iy rcconiinci.idi.'!! i liiiu 
to prefer conciliation to sevcihy on all occasions 
which would admit it wilhont pnoudiev..* lo iu-Vice or 
to his honour. 

It was in the third voyage of Columbus tliab he 
first saw the Continent of 8oulh .America, in Augxxst 
l-iOS, which he then took to be an Island, and named 
Isla Santa. He arrived on the 22ad of the saiue month 
at the City of San Domingo, 

The short remainder of Columbus’s government in 

• The nnme Sp.int Domingo was aflervvards applied to the whole Island 
by the French, who, wh!l.st they contested ihe possession with the Spaniards, 
TV'cre desirous to supersede the use of the name Fspaiiola or I-Iispuniola, 

13 
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TT.',' ■ = -.ii-i -.1 with cTispuLos among t.he S])aniai-(t.s 

■ v -'r- i'. 1 i ivaig party was in a state oC vovoit 
against the government of the Columbuses, and 
accomodation was kept at a distance, by neither 
])aily daring to place trust in the other. Oolmnbus 
woukl have had recourse to arms, to recover his 
authority, but some of his troops deserted to the 
disaiVected, and others refused to be . i^ii ’oyrd 
their countrymen. In tliis state, the ■ a' ' ■■■ «: h 

a treaty on some points, and each t- .'deui 'i : i- 
tlie Court. The Admiral in hi.s dispatches represented, 
that necessity had made hi'U const'! it to certain con- 
ditions, to avoid oudmigej'ing the Ctdony: bur tiiiiL ii. 
would he highly prejudicial to the interests of their 
Majesties to ratify tiro treaty he had been forced to 
stibscvibe. 

The. Admiral now made grants of latids to Spiiuish 
colonists, and .i • in with rcfiui.ril,ion.s lo 

the neighbour': u ( i-ii'. • 'urnish ilie new pro- 
jiricl oi's with Jabourej's to cultivate the soil. This was 
the beginning of the Repartimientos, or distribution 
of the Indians, which confirmed them slaves, and 
contributed more than all former oppressions, to their 
extermination. Notwitlistandijig the earnest and ex- 
lu'oss order of the King and Queen to the contrary, 
the practice of transporting the natives of TLiyti to 
Spain as slaves, was connived at and continued; and 
this being discov'ered, lost Coliimlms llio confidence, 
hut not wholly the support, of Queen Y.sabel. 

The dissontions in the Colony increased, as did the 
nniiopularity of the Admiral ; and in the year laOO, a new 
tTOvernor General of tt T i ,1<: T. u iidi”:'. 

was sent from Spain, i ..-n-z- i-d a. i ii .r 

him to examine into t'.. \,;.. 

miral ; and he was particularly enjoined by the Queen, 
to declare all the native inhabitants free, and Lo take 
measures to secure to them that they should bo treated 
as a free people. How a man so grossly ignorant and 
intemperate as Bovadilla, should have been chosen to 
an office of such high trust, is not a little extra- 
14 - 
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r.;’>Vj’.nry. Hi? first display of authority was to sezid 
! lia C<;>!iiniV)u?cs Louie pvisonors, with tlio indignity 
to their persons of coiifiuing them in cliains. He 
courted popularity in his government by showing 
favour to all who had been disaffected to the govern- 
ment or measures of the Admiral and his bi'others, 
the natives excepted, for whose redioC he had been 
esiiecially appointed Governor. To eneonrage the 
t^paniai'ds to woi'h the mines, ho rt'duced the duties 
jtivyable to Hie th'own on the produce, and trusted to 
au increase in tiie cpiantity of gold extra oted, foj> pre- 
serving the revenue from diminutuin. ti’his was to 
be oilfectcd by increasing the labour of the natives; 
and that these miserable iicoph;: might ro ! • ,! ; ■ 
servitude, he caused must'-r-i-olls lo be :• . >■’>.. il e 

inhabitants, divided them into classes, a'. : ,i i di-- 
tribution of them according tothevalu - ■ •' i.c :i !v. 
or to his desire to gratify particular | .1-. 'I i ■ 

Spanish Colonists ludieved that the .sam'.' i‘a,(;iiil.i<?.s (o 
enrich themselves would not last long, and made all 
the haste in their power to profit by the present 
opportunity. 

By these means, Bovadilla drow from the mines in 
a few months so great a quantity of gold, that one 
fleet which be ■ ■ 1 i: 1. , carried a freight more than 
sufficient to reimburse Spain all the expenses which 
had been incurred in the discovery and concpiest. 
The procuring these riches was al.iiiudod wirh so gieal, 
a mortality among the natives as to thi'caten their 
utter extinction . 

Nothing could exceed the surprise and indignation 
of the Qneen, on receiving information of these pro- 
ceedings. The liiid government of Bova.dilla was a 
kind of palliation which had the effect of lessening 
the reproach uiion the preceding government, and, 
joined to the disgraceful manner in which Columbus 
had been sent home, produced a revolution of senti- 
ment ill his favour. The good Queen Ysahel wished 
to compensate him for the hard treatment he had 
received, at the same time that she had the sincerity 
15 
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to make him xmflerstand she would not again commit 
the Indican natives to Jiis euro. All lus other ofliees 
and dignities were iv -’=■■■ . d him. 

For a succcssoi* t(. ! .!:i i'l the office of Gover- 

nor General, Don. Nico!a.s Ovando, a Cavalero of the 
Order of Alcantara, Wfis cl: : r. imr esteem ed 
a:i<l ^ho ent--.-: .1 ■■■; g a ’ 

u"!!i se'i hii-- and ci- r'-l i:i ii 

■-h'-r; 1 iti! * i.:? (i ilie most execrable of all the 
tyrants, ‘as if,’ says an historian, ‘ tyranny was in- 
‘hcrent and contagious in the office, so as to change 
‘good men to bad, for the destruction of tJicse un- 
‘ fortunate Indians.’ 

In obedience to his instructions, Ovando, on an’iving 
at his governmeiit, called a General Assembly of all 
the Caciques or principal persons among the nn.tive.s, 
to whom he declared, that their Catholic Majesties 
took the Islanders under their royal protection ; that 
no exaction should be made on them, otlior tl.ian tlu‘ 
tribute which had been heretofore iinposed ; and 
that no jDerson should be employed to woi’k iu the 
mines, except on the footing of voluntary labourers 
■for wages. 

On the promulgation of the roy.i’ ■■' ■**<’. all 
working in the mines immediately im~ 

pi’ession made by their past sufferings v^^as too strong 
for any oifor of pay or reward to prevail on them to 
continue iu that work. [The same thing h;i]')p(;ned, 
many years after'wards, b( i v ;1 •• Cl •' >•■■■ and Llie 
Spaniards.] A few mines I.:!-! i .••. remain 

in posso.ssion of some of the Caciques of Uayti, on 
the coiiditiou of rendering up half the xa’‘'>dn(;c ; but 
now, instead of working them, they sold their imple- 
ments. In consequence of this defe('ti()n, it was 
judged expedient to lower the royal duties on the 
produce of the mines, which produced some effect. 

Ovando, however, w'as inteut on procixilng the 
mines to be worked as hci’ctofore, but proceeded Avilfi 
caution. In his dispatches to the Coiujcil of t])e 
Indies, he represented in strong colom-s the naturjil 
10 
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levity and inconstancy of the Indians, and their idle 
and disorderly manner of living; on which accoxint, 
he said, it would bo for their imiirovenient and benefit 
to find them occui>ation in moderate labour; that 
there would be no injustice in so doing, as they 
wmuld receive wages for ili.-ir v. .‘;:»d they would 
thereby be enabled to s-.iv i «, Avhich other- 

wise, from their habitual idleness, many would not 
be able to satisfy. He added moreover, that the 
Indians, being- left entirely their own masters, kept 
at a distance from the Spanish habitations, which 
rendered it impossible to instruct them in the 
principles of Clu’istianity. 

This reasoning, and the proposal to furnish the 
natives with employment, -were approved by the 
Council of the Indies; and the Court, from the opinion 
entei'tained of the justice and moderation of Ovando, 
acquiesced so far as to trust making the experiment 
to his discretion. In reply to his representations, ho 
received instructions recommending, ‘That if it was 
* necessary to oblige the Indians to work, it should bo 
‘done in the most gentle and moderate manner; that 
‘ the Caciques should he invited to send their people 
‘in regular turns; and that the employers should 
‘treat them well, and pay them wages, according to 
‘the quality of the person and nature of the labour; 
‘that caro should be taken for their regular atten- 
‘ dance at religions service and instruction ; and that 
‘it should be remembered they were a free people, to 
‘he governed with mildness, and on no account bo be 
‘treated as slaves.’ 

These directions, notwithstanding the expressions of 
care for the natives contained in them, released the 
Governor General fj-oiii all rcstrietion. This man had 
recently hecii appointed Grand Master of the order of 
Calatrava, and thenceforward ho was most generally 
distinguished by the appellation or title of the Grand 
Cumniander. 

A tran.sacLio]! of a shocking nature, which took 
place during Bovadilla’s government, caused an in- 
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surrection of the natives ; but which did not bi’eak 
out till after the removal of Bovarlillu. A Spanish 
vessel had put into a port of the province of Higuey 
(the most eastern part of Hayti) to procure a lading 
of cassava, a root which used as brciul. '.L'he 
Spaniards landed, having will) iIkmu a laig.; dog la:!il 
by a coi’d. Whilst the native', v. i-ic licljiijig lo 

what they wanted, one of ilie. .Spaiiiard.s in wanloii 
insolence pointed to a Caciqno, and r-a!icd to ila- dog 
in manner <d‘ .soiling iniii on. The Spaniard who lield 
the cord, ii, is doubifnl wdiether pui'iiosoly or by 
accident, snifei'ed it to slip out of his hand, and the 
dog instantly tore out the unfortunate Caciiiue’s en- 
trails. Tlie people of lliguey sent n deputation, to com- 
plain to Bovadilla ; but those Avlio '\ .:■ ! :-o.:!d ‘.Ur, ' 

attontio]!. In the beginning of 0-. ii ■ 
some other Spaniards landed a' : ■■ ■ o.’ 

Higuey, and the natives, in revenge for \vluit had 
happened, fell upon them, and killed them ; iifiKU- 
which they took to arms. This iusurri'ction was 
quelled with so great a slaughter, that the lu-ovince, 
i'r.‘(,)in having been well peopled, was rendered almost 
a desert. 

Ovando, on obtaining liis new instriici.iou.s. followed 
the model sot by his pnalecc.'ssors. H<‘ oiirolied and 
classed the natives in divisions, called Itopavt imientos ; 
from these he assigned to the Spanish proprietors a 
specified number of laboiu-ers, by grants, which, -with 
most detestable hypocrisy, ^vere denominated Enco- 
miendas. The word Encomieiida signifies recom- 
mendation, and the employer to Avlicjm the Indian 
was consigned, was to have the reputation of being 
his patron. The J'lncomieuda wa.s conceived in the 
follnwing terms ‘ I rcconmiend to A. B. sucli and 
‘such Indians (listed by name) the sahjccts of such 
‘ Cacique ; and lie is to take caj'e to h.j.’i-n them in- 
‘structed in the principles of our holy faith.’ 

Under the entorcoment of the encoiiiiendas, tin? 
natives were again dragged to the mines ; and many 
of these unfortunate wretches were kept l.'v their hard 
IS 
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■?mj'lorers vinclor gi-=:>-.ind for .sis 
■\V 3 II 1 (h'.> Jiibouv, aiici grioi nr dooiiiorl to 

hinvei-y, they sank .so rapidly, i " i!X ;i •-1 orl to l i:o 

murderous proprietors of tho ii'ltio.- tno having ir.- 
course to Afrioa- 3 ‘oi* slaves, thjind'). atlor sniail 
exp! ! i- •)r jiraola’ct-, endivivoui-dd to oppo.^o it 
as (!■! '..I til-.- AfriciiTis IrefpKur-ly (ricaping fro:!! 
their masters, uutl riiiili'.ig coneea'.iu! jiV aiming tin' 
natives, in whom they excited, some spirit of resist- 
auce. 

The ill u.se made by the Grajid Oommittaha- i-.f il!«> 
powers with which ho had been trusted, a j'p.'fr.s :o 
have reached the Court early, for, in 1503, lie rt'ceivcd 
fresh tu'ders, enjoining him not to allow, f;i; any [ivc:- 
toxt, the natives to bo employed in ' n - i:-. i 
their own will, either in the mines ■ ■ t . 

0 van-do, however, trusted to being sup i-y .! 

Spanish proprietors of the mines witl 
ment, who grew rich by the e’i(;ojii!<:r.u.is, find wii.h 
their nsaistanco he found pretenc>.-.« for not ■|■c.•:■(,rtlinitlg 
himself to the orders of the Couvr. 

In p.'irLs of the Island, the Caciques still enjoyed a 
degree of authority over the natives, which restt'd 
almost wholly on habitual custom and voluntary 
attaclnnonb. To loosen this hand, Ovando, assuming 
the character of a protector, imblishod ordonnance.s to 
release the lower classes from the opi:j-o.'sloii.s ol lb(! 
Caciques; but from those of their Earopcfiri lask- 
maslers he gave them no i-elief. 

Some of the pvin-ripal a-rnoiig (ho native inhabitants 
of Saragua, the S'.aiLli-wesievn province of Hayti, 
had the hardijicss openly to express their discontent 
at the tyranny exercised by the Simnia-rds establishcil 
in that province. The person at this time regarded as 
Cacicjno or Chief of Xaragiia was a female, sister to 
the last Cacique, who had died without issue. Tlie 
Spanish liistories call her Queen of Xaragua. Tliis 
Princess bad shewn symptoina of soraoLhing like ab- 
horrence of the Spaniards near her, and they did nut 
fail to send representations to the Crand Commander, 
IS) 
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with the addition, ilr:!, r.i 

an intention in the , i-.i '‘■.■■.d'l. On i. 

this notice, Ovanchi d :i‘n: X.-i-n : 

Higney hatl before, <1; ;- 

pleasiiro. I’litiiir-f liiin-jdi’ ml i.he head of 370 Spanish 
troops, pai-b of llirin CM'vili-y, In* cl oj';! vied froio lliii 
city of San Doriiingo for ilu* devoied in-ovinccs givii,g 
rnit publicly, thiU. his intentitni was- !.<) make a jan- 
greas into tho West, to colhet liio iribuK-, iind lo 
visit the Queen of Xaragua. He was received by the 
Princess and her people with honours, lea-stings, and 
all the demonstrations of joy usually acted by terriiied 
people with the bepos of sooLln'ng t.'ivinny; and the 
troops were regaled wiih pvcfiU'lon of vici nals, \vith 
dancing, and shows. After some dr., vs tlms spent, 
Ovando invited the Prince.--', Tier iVJt.uds ,‘ukI attend- 
ants, to an outertainnient which he proj,iiisod them- 
after the manner of Spain. A lar.ge open public build- 
ing was tlie chosen jdaco for holding this festival, and 
all the Spanish settlers in the p.;'oviiii-o were required 
to attend. A groat coucour.-e of Ijidinn.s he.sides the 
hidden guests, crowded round, to enjoy the ype.cdficle. 
j\,s the appointed time approacdied, the Spanish 
infantry gradually appeared, and took posso.ssion of 
all the avenues; which heing seen red, this Grand 
Commander himself appeared, nionnted at the lu'ad 
of his cavalry; and on his making a signal, -which 
had been pj-eviously conccri.i-d, which was laying hi.s 
hand on i.he ('i*o=s of his Order, the whole of these 
diabolical conquerors fell upon the dr'fcnoeless multi- 
tude, -who wore so hemmed in, that tiiou.sand.g ^yov^i 
slaughtered, and it w.-.s scarcely possible for any to 
c.scape unwounded, Sonie of l.ho in-iucipal hidians or 
Caciques, it is .saiii, wi-re b-y i.hc; Comniandcu-’s ordci- 
fastened to ilio pil!Mi-.s of ilio luiilding, wliere they 
were questioned, and ni.-.de lo confess themselves iii 
a conspiracy again.-i.- lla; Spaiii.-ii government ; after 
which confes.si,ofi i lie build. iug wa,s set on .tire, luid 
they pori.shed in tiro flames. The massacre did nob 
stop here. DeLachmonls of troops, with dog.s, ^vere 
20 
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sent to biizit miuI destroy tlie natives in (liffereni parts 
of the province, and stuno were pursued over to tlie 
Island Gouavc. The Princess was carritsd bound ti.) 
the city of San Domingo, and wilh the loriiis of law 
was tried, condemned, and put to donth. 

Tlte purposes, besides that of gratifying his r(?V(mge 
for the liatrcd shewn to his govornmcnit, which 'were 
s!uftif;ient to move Ovando to this bloody act, wtu-e, 
the plunder of the proAunce, and the reduction of tlie 
Islanders to a inoi-e manageable ninnlxu', Jiiiid to the 
most unlimited sabinission. Sonic of the rndiim'J tied 
to Die mountains. ‘But,’ say the Sp-anish Dlironiclcs 
of those events, ‘in a short time tlat'ir CliieJ's w'cc’o 
‘tiikiiu and punished, and at the end of six; months 
‘ there was not a native living on the Island who had 
‘ not submitted to tlie dominion of the Spaniai'ds.’ 

Queen Ysabel died in November 33()1-, much and 
iini\-ersal]y lamented. This Princess boro a largo 
share in the usurpations practised in the Now 'World ; 
liut: it is evident she was carried atvay, contrary to 
her real princijilcs and disposition, Avbich were just 
and benevolent, and to her own happiness, by the 
powerful stream of general ojiinioii. 

In Euro]io, ]H)liticnl princi]>les, or maxims of policy, 
have been in continual cluinge, fashioned by the 
nature of the passing i‘Vcr.!=. no less than dress has 
been by caiirice. ; caii-ses which have led one to deviate 
from iilain rectitude, as the other from convenience. 
One priiicijile, covetousness of Ihe attainment of 
|iower, ha,s nevertheless constantly preclmuinated, and 
lia.s derided and endeavoured, to stigmatize as weak- 
noKs and imbecility, the stopping short of givat 
iiciiuisitions, territorial especiall 3 '-, for moral considera- 
tions, Queen Ysabel lived .surrounded by a world of 
such iioliticians, Avho Avere mori'.orer stimulated to 
the avarice by the prosi^ect of American gold ; a 
passion which yet more than ambition is apt to steel 
the heart of man agjihist tiio calls of justice and the 
distresses of his fellow creatiu*ns. If Ysabel had been 
endued Avith more than mortal fortitude, she might 
21 
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liavo refused ]ier sanotion to the usurpations, but 
conld noli iiavn prcv^ented them. On Ju.‘r dea,th bed 
she earnestly i-cconmiendcd to .Kiu;; .Ferdiiiiuid lo recall 
Ovrando. Ovaudo, however, sent home much gold, and 
Ferdinand referred to a distaait time the fulfilnK'nI.. of 
lior dying request. 

Upon news of the death of Queen Tsahcl, ihe snijill 
wages which had been iiaid the Indians for liudr 
labour, amounting to .Mbeut lialf a niasiie j)er month, 
were witlilield, as being too grievous a burthen on 
llie Spanish Colonists; and the hours of Ial)om' were 
)io longer limited. In the province of Iliguey, the 
tyranny and licentionsness of the military again 
Ihrev' the poor natives into a frenzy of rage and 
desfair, and they once more revolted, burnt tlui fort, 
and killed the soldiers. Ovando resolved to ]iut it out 
of the power of the people of .ITiguev over again to bo 
troublesome. A stvong body of fi-oops wa.s marched 
into the province, tlio Cacique of Jliguey (the last of 
the ffaytl Kings) was laken iirhoner and executed, 
and the province pacified. 

The pecuniary value of grants of land in Hayl i wilh 
encomiendas, became so considerable as to cause tlioni 
to be coveted and solicited for by many of th(5 gi‘aii- 
does and favourites of the Ooxmt i 2 i Spa, in, ■who, on 
(obtaining them, sent out agents to turn them to 
account. The agent was to make his own fortune Viv 
bis cinployineut, aud to .satisfy his principal. Jn no 
instance Avero the natives sn.ared iiicoiigli any inter- 
iV-rf'uce of the Grand C • . II: was a maxim 

v/itli tliis bad man, ■■ . ; well with the 

poAA-erfid ; and every thing i‘('spocling the. niitives tvas 
yielded to tlioir accojnmodation. Care, bow'ever, Avas 
taken tliat the Indians should l)c baptised, aud that a 
head tax .should he paid to the Crown : aud these 
])articnlar3 being coniiilicd AAuth, the rest Avas left to 
the patron of the e]icomiGnd.a. Punisliment.s aud 
t.ortiires of every kind were practised, to AATirig labour 
out of men avIio AA'ore dying through despair.' Home 
of tlie accounts, Avhich are eorroborateif by circum- 
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stances, relate, that, the natiws \\-.7ro 
coupled and harnessed like cati.i-', eiid di‘i\'(:ii 'witi: 
■^vliips. If Ihoy fell under their load, ih> y were 
up. To prevent their takin.:? rfMic>:i! i:i i.l;e wooils nr 
luouiitains, an otTicor, under i.Ii<; tilde of A!giia/:il del 
tJatnpo, 'W'as constantly on l iio watcli wjih a laick of 
hounds; and many Indians, ie er.dc-avo’.iririg Lo escape, 
were torn in i)ieces. The s'dllors i)n idle island, tdie 
great men at home, their agents, and rlie roy-al 
revenue, were all to be enriched at the expense of 
the destrnction of the natives. It was as if ilio dis- 
covery of America had changed the ."idigion of llte 
Spaniards from Ohi-istianity to the woisliii) c.'f gold 
with Ininian sacrifices. If power wore eniitled i.,) 
domininn between man and man, as I'efwtfen man 
and oiher animal^, the Spaniards wonkl remain 
ciiaj'g-eablc uilh liio ino.st onlrngoons aUisc* of i-Iuml’ 
adA'aiuagr.'. in (ni.slaving the inhahitaiiis of iriiyii, 
if (li(!y iijid l.een satisfied with reducing l hen i to the 
.■^tai.e of cai.i.)'.', it wonld have been mcrcifnl, compara- 
tively wiili wliai: was done. The labour imposed by 
iiiajikiiid nj;on iltcir »‘attle, is in general so I’ogulated 
;'.s not V) ('\-(rifd. wliat is compatible with their full 
enjoyment of health ; but the main considei’a,tion with 
the Spanish ]■)roprictor3 was, by what means they 
should obtain ilat greatest (lUiUii.ity of gold fi-oiii ilui 
labour of the natives in ihe sh.n'Lost lime. 15y an 
enumeration made in the y<'ar 1.7)7, i.l;C number of 
the natives in the whole fslafid Hay;! was rockoneu 
at 00,000, the remain.^ of a pojr.-dal.ion wiiich riiiecii 
years before exceeded a rnillio:'. Tiie insai ia: o coiojiisis 
did not stop: many of the mifti-! liiy ;i]ipicd',i<i.LV(j for 
want of labourer.^, and they bent, tlioir cii'Krts lo tlic 
supplying this defect. 

The Islands of the West Indies have been classed 
into three divisions, which chiefly regard their sitiia- 
tions ; hut they are distinguished also by other 
peculiar circnnislrances. The four largest Islands, 
Cuba., ITayti, .Taraaica, and Porto Eico, have been 
called the fii’and Ant.ille.s. ^Vheu first discovered by 
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Eui'openns, tliey were inhabited by people whose 
similarity of language, of customs, and character, 
bespoke them the olfspring of one common stock. 
The second division is a chain of small Islands East- 
ward of these, and extending South to the coast of 
Paria on the Cnr.tiiicnt of South America. They 
have been called sonieiiiiies l.h.c; Siitall Antilles; 
sometimes after lli«> nj-iive iiiii.ahiiant', ihe- (kiribbee 
Islands; and iioi h*.'.-; ri-i'cinenl ly by a. f:ubdi\ i.-.ion, the 
"^VTndward and l.ecw.'n-d !r-!:inds. 'J'h<! inhahiiants on 
these Islands wes-r .-i iliiVoj'Oiit race from Ihe inhabit- 
ants of the Grand Amiilef. Titey spoke- a ditferent 
language, were robust in person; and in disjio.sition 
fierce, active, and wm-Jike. Some have conjectured 
them to be of Tarrar exn*acv.ioii, which coj-res].)oijds 
with the belief that they emigrated from North 
America to the "West Indies. It is supposed they drove 
out the original inhabitants from the Small Antilles, 
to establish themselves tliere ; but they had not gained 
footing in the large Islands. The third division of iho 
Islands is the cluster which are situated to thfi North 
of Cuba, and iic-ar Pas!, h^lorida, and are called iho 
Lucayas, of whose hihabitants luention will shortly 
be made. 

The Spanish ttovornmeut participated largely in ilie 
wi<;kedness praetksed to procure labourers for the 
mines of Ili.spaziiola. Pretending great eoncei-n fc;r 
the cause of linmanity, tliey declared it h'gal, ami 
gave general licence, for any individual to niaJiLe M'ar 
against, and enslave, jieople who were cannilyals ; 
under which ijretc-xt every nation, both of the Anieriean 
Continent and of the I.slaii(ls,Avas exjiosc'd to their 
enterprises. Spanish adventnroi-s made ul.tempts to 
take people from the small Antilles, sometimes with 
success ; but they were not obtained wiihout danger, 
and in several expeditions of the kind, the Spaniards 
were repulsed with loss. TJiis made them turn their 
attention to the Lucay a-s Islands. 

The inhabitants of the Lucayas, an unsuspicious and 
credulous people, did not escape the snares laid for 
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them. Ovando, in his despatches to Spain, I'epve- 
scated the, benefit it would be to the hoJj!' faitli, to 
lia,vc the inhabitants of llio Liicayas insivuoted in Hk. 
(..■Iivistian i/oligion : f<w which xmi'iiose, he said, ‘it 
Avonhl bo iioco.sffu'y ihey should l>o iiansjiorti'd to 
Hispaniola., as iMissioiiavios could not 1)0 sj)ai‘(;d to 
cvevy 2>lace, and there was r.u other way ni whi(;l) this 
abandoned jn'o^jlD could he converted.’ King 
dinand and the Council of the Ijidi'cs were tlicniselves 
so abandoned and destitute of ail goodness, as to 
pretend to give credit to Ovaudu’s re present a, l ion, and 
lent him their authority to .sacritit'c. t.lie. Lne.iyans, 
under the lu'ctcxt of .■.■h. C'..; ri ii -.'iv. :• i 
ships were sent to the t'’;i!'|: o • • ■a-,--, ■. and 

the natives were at fir-.. e’:.-'. il ‘ s : the 
foulest hypocrisy and tr- a»-: ■ : ; ; ■ hicc-s 

used by the Spanhu'ds, tiioy ja-ei.ondeu tnai, i,lu>;v eame 
froni a delicious country, wlu're rested tht* souls of 
the deceased fathers, kinstnen, and friends, of the 
•Lue.ayans, who Jiad sent to invito them. Tln^ imioecnt 
Islanders so seduced to follow the Spaniards, wlien, 
on arriving at Hisp-iaiiiola, tiny found how nnieh ihe^y 
had been abased, died in grejit numbews of (diagrin 
and grief. Al’Loi'wnrds, when these iminous pn'tenco.s 
of the Si 3 aniaj’ds were no longer believed, t.h(‘y dragged 
away the natives by force, as long a.s any eouUi lie. 
found, till they wholly un])eo])Ied the rau-aya-s i'slands. 
The Buccaneers of America, whose adviaituves find 
misdeeds are about to bo related, lUfiy lie esteemed 
saints in coraiiarisoii with the men whose ii:im<\s Inive. 
hecii celebrated as the Conquerors of tlie iSiav Woiiun. 

In the same manner as at the Lucfiya.?, othei' Islands 
of the West Indies, and difrerent parts of the Conti- 
nent, wore resorted to for reiu-uits, A i>c:n-I fisluii'y 
W'as csLahllslied, in which the Indians wore nob more 
siiaroil as divers, tlum on the land as miners. 

Porto Pico was conquered at this time. Ore Iiad 
been brought thence, w'hich w-as not so juire as that 
of Ilfiyti ; but it was of sufiicient value to determine 
Ovando to tlie. conquest of the Island. The Islanders 
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were terrified by tbe wiiich the Spaniards 

with their dogs made In l!n; (Viiiiuiciicoiuent of th(‘ 
war, and, from the feaa’ oi ij'i-ita! injx them by Inrtbcr 
resistance, they yielded wholly at discretion, and were 
immediately sent to the mines, where in a short time 
they all perished. In the same year with Porto E.ico, 
the Island of Jamaica was taken possession of by the 
tSpaniards, 

Ovando was at longih. )■< called, and was succeeded in 
the government of J usp.-mioia by Don T)icgf) Columbus, 
the eldest son and inheritor of ilie j-jgliis and titles of 
the Admiral (.'■bristopher. To conclude with Ovando, 
it is related tJiat he was j'egrcLted by his countrymen 
iu the Indies, and was avcII rccoivod at Court. 

Don Diego did not make any allcj-aiion in the roparti- 
mieidos, except that souio of ihem cliniiged hands in 
favour of his own adherents. During his govorninent, 
some fathers of the Dominican Order had tlie courage 
to fnvoigli from the pulpit against the enormity of 
the r^piiTiimioinx'S and were so persevering iii their 
representations, that the Court of Spain found it 
necessary, to avoid scandal, to order an enquiry into 
the condition of the Indians. In this enquiry it was 
seriously disputed whether it was just or unjust to 
make them slaves. 

The Histories of Hispaniola first notice about this 
limti a great increase in the number of cattle in the 
island. As tlie human race disappeared, less and less 
laud was occupied in husbandry, till almost the whole 
counii’y became pasturage for cattle, by far the greater 
part. f5i' ^■v■luch -were wild. An ordonnance, issued in the 
year lelJ, specilied, that as beasts of burthen were so 
much multiplied, the Indians should not be made to 
ciU'iy or drag heavy loads. 

Ja 1511, the conquest of Cuba was undertaken and 
i;omjjleted. The terror conceived of the Si^aniards is 
not to be expressed. The story of the conquest is 
related in a Spanish history in the following terms : 

‘ A. leader was chosen, who had acquitted himself in 
‘ high employments wiHi fovUme and good co)uluct, 
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‘He had in other respects amiable cpialities, and wa? 
‘ esteemed a man oC honour and rectitiulo. Ho went 
‘ from S. Domingo with regular ti-oops and ahovo 
‘volunteers. f-Io lauded in Cuba, not without oppo- 
‘sition from the natives. In a few days, he surprised 
‘and took the princi])al Cacique, named Hatuey, 
‘prisoner, and made him expiate in the flames th<i 
‘fault he had been guilty of in not submitting with a 
‘ good grace to the conqueror.’ TJiis Cacique, when at 
the stake, being iinportnnetl by a Spanish priest to 
become a Christian, that he might go to Heaven, 
replied, tliat if any S]ianiard was to be met in ifeaveii, 
he hoped not to go there. 

The reader will bo deiaiju'd a very J in le longer with 
these irksnmu scones. Tn ioll, the number of the in- 
inhabitants of Jlayti was reckoned l'l,()00. A dis- 
tributor of Indians was appointed, with imM'crs 
iudoprinclcnt of tins (ioveiiior, viih intention to save 
the few reinaining nu:.ive:: of .llayii. The new dis- 
tributor began Iho (?xc-i-..-i.s{; oi.' his ollico by a general 
revocation of all the {Micomiimdas, except those which 
luid been granted by i.lu; King: ami almost immediately 
afterwards, in the most oije.n atid shameless manner, 
be made new grants, and sold them to the highest 
bidder. Ho was speedily recalled; and another (the 
Licentiate Ybarra) was s-ent lo supply his place, who 
had a high character for probity and ri'solution; but 
he died immediately on Itis arrival at Santo Domingo, 
and not without suspicion that he was poisoned. 

The endeavours of the Dominican Friars in behalf 
of the natives were seconded by the Licemtiate .Barto- 
lomeo do las Casas, and by Cardinal Xiinenes when 
he became Prime Minister of S?i)ain; and, to their 
great lionour, they w'erc both resolute to exert ail 
their jjower to preserve the natives of America. The 
Cardinal sent Commissioners, and with them las Casas, 
with the title, of Protector of the Indians. But the 
Cardinal died in 1517 ; after which all the exertions of 
las Casas and the Dominicans could not shake Ihe 
rejKirtimientos. 
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Al longtli, among tlie native islanders tliere si)rang 
up one who had the courage to put liimseil; a,t the 
lioad of a number of his countrymen, and the a(hln‘.ss 
to Avitlidraw with them from lln' griii of tlx; 
Spaniards, and to find refuge among iin- moniiiain'-. 
This man was the son, and, according lo tli.' iaw.-, of 
inheritance, should have htvn the sneci-s-or. o:' onii of 
the princiiial C'iiciipios. Ne had h-.-iui chrisii'ned Ijy 
tlio name of nenriquez, and, in consi iiin iaa- of a r..';'u- 
lation made by the late i^uern "^'saiiol of C'asiilc, Iio 
had been educated, on accouni of Ids former in 

a Convent of the Franciscans, lie Jii.s rc'i ri-at 

in the mountains by shilfnl maiiagi-minii. ami j'< ilm c 
conduct, and had the good founne in iiic f'Diiimvijcc- 
ment to defeat some parties of .Sj)anl.-7!i ti-oops smii, 
against him, Avhiclt encouraged more of his fount r\ - 
men, and, as many of the Africans as c-niid esfjna', to 
flock to liim; and under hi.s govoi-nmeiir, as of a 
sovereign prince, they withstood the ai li'iuju.-! of Ihc 
Spaniards to subdue them. J'or{iniau.*!y fur J K iiV'inic/ 
and his followers, the coniiiiesL and stjulcrmeiii of 
Cuba, and the invasion of jMcs-ioo, which wn.-, heguu 
at this time, lessened the si ri'ngi.h of ihe S]);!.Mi!!rd.'; 
in Hispaniola, and enabled I be insurgents for many 
years to keep all the Spanisli ScU !em(.'.ni.s in ilic Island 
in continual alarm, and to maintain their own inde- 
pendence. 

During this time, the question of the propriety of 
keeping the Islauders in slavery, underwent giavo 
examinations. It i- ■■■•I ' 1 that the e.xpm’iment was 
tried, of allowing a number of the natives to build tliem- 
selves two villages, to live in them according to their 
own customs and liking ; and that the result was, they 
wei'e found to be so improvident, and so utterly un- 
able to take care of themselves, that the encorniendas 
wore pronounced to be necessary for their preservation. 
Such an experiment is a mockery. Before the con- 
quest, and noAV under Don Henriquoz, the jjoople of 
Hayti shewed they wanted not the Spaniards to taka 
care of them. 
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CIIxiPTBB III 


Ships of flifFerent European Nations frequent the West Indies. Opposition 
fxperienced by them from the Spaniards. Ifuiitiiifi: of cattle in 
Ilisiinnif.Ia. 

In the year .1.517. or 1518, some SpaTiiards in a cnravela 
going* from St. Domingo to the I.slancl .Porto Rico, to 
take in a lading of cassava, were surprised at seeing 
a .sliip there of about aVJ tons, armed with ca.nnon, 
which did not appear to belong to the Spanish 
nation; and on sending a boat to make enquiry, 
she was found to be English. The account given by 
the Engli.sh Commander was, that two ships had sailed 
from JinglaTul in company, with tins intention to dis- 
cover the country of tl).e Great Chau ; that they were 
snov sopai'ixted from each other by a tempest, and 
that this .ship was afterwards in a sea almost covered 
with ice; that thence she had sailed southward to 
.Dra.sil, and, after various adventures, had found the 
way to Porto Rico. This same English ship, being 
providc3cl with merchandise, wont afterwards to His- 
panioka, and anchored near* the emi’anct.' of the port of 
San Domingo, -sv'hore the Captain sent on shore to 
demand leave to sell their goods, l.'he demand was 
forwarded to the Audieucla, or superior court in San 
.Domingo; hut the or Governor of the 

Castlf?, Prancisco de Tapia, could not endure with 
patience to see ,a ship c.r anoiher iial.ion in that part 
of the world, and, without Avaiting for the dderinina- 
tioii of the Anclioncia, ordered the cannon of the fort 
to be Jired .'igain.st her; on which she took up her 
anchor and returned to Ptjrto Rico, where, she 
purchased provision.s, jiaying for what she got with 
wrought iron, and afterwards departed for Europe.* 
Wlie.n this visit of an English ship to th(3 West 
Indies Avas knowui in Spain, it cau.sed thei-c great 
iaquiof.ude; and the Governor of the Castle of Sail 

* liistoi'iii General dc las InJias, jior Gono. lleriiai’.dez dc Oviedo, lib. 
19. ir.ip. 13. Also Ilakliivt, vol. iii. p. 499, edit. iGoo, 
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Domingo, it is said, r/us ijiu<?1i blnmrd, because he 
had not, instead of forcing Xho sliii) to depart by- 
firing his cannon, contrived to seize her, so that no 
one might liave returned to teach others of their 
nation the route to the Spanish Indies. 

The English "were not the only people of tvhom the 
S[)auiards ha,d canse to be jealous, nor those from 
\vhom. the most mischief was to be apprehended. The 
Jfrench, as already noticed, had very early made ex- 
peditions to Brasil, and they now began to look at 
the "West Indies ; so that in a short time the sight of 
other European ships than those of Spain became no 
novelty there. Hakluyt mentions a T- oi. 'I’yson; 
au Englislimau, who went to the Wesi !';o’ in 1520, 
{IS factor to some English merchants. When the 
vSpaniards met any of these intruders, if able to 
juastor them, they made prisoners of Ihojn, and 
many they treated as pirates. The new comers soon 
l egaii to rctaliato. In ;k.-- Dtr-. . n " i ■{.■■■i 
fit; .SfiM .I.)oii;ir;go <l)*ov. ' ;; ,‘..; 

i.lu; ticenriry of iboir ships against the increasing 
dangers from pirates in the AV'est Indies. In this they 
recommended, that a central port of commerce should 
be established in the Wcsi. Indies, io which every slii]> 
from Spain should be obliged to go first, as to a 
general rendezvous, and thence be dispatched, ns 
might suit circumstances, to hen* farther clcstimiLiou ; 
also that all 1;hoir ships liomew.-ird bound, from what- 
soever part of the West Indies, '' ■■■.■■(’ .Ii -! •. inh;'/'. or • 
at the same port; by AvliicJi i ,i ■... 'r >1 . 

both outward and homeward boir ', a*,-!;!.; f.,! m osco;-..-: 
to each other, and have the benefit of mutual s\ipport ; 
{ind they proposed that some fiort in Hispaniola 

should be fippoijited for the purpose, fis most ci.in- 

veniently situated. This idaii appears to have been 

approved by the Gouiicil of the Indies; but, from 

indolence, or some other cause, no farther measures 
were taken for its adoption. 

The attontiuu of the .Spjun:jrds was at this lime 
almost wholly engrossed by the couqiie.st and i>lunder 
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of tke American Continent, wliicli ii mighr iiiu'o toc'M 
supposed would have sufficed ihr.-ui, accordi’ig- in ri.'' 
opinion of Francisco Preciado, a Spanisli discoveri'.;.-, 
who observed, that there was couiil.i'y oiiougli !■<; 
conquer for a thousand years. The (.‘onl.iiuiiil al piii-.:iuit..s 
caused innch diminution in tin? ii!U)f>!-ra:i(;i? ol! l.lic 
West India Islands to the Siijiiiiarci-:. 'IJic mines of 
tlie Islands -were not comparable in i-ichnus' with t.lioso 
of the Continent, and, for want of Jir)i)-i.;'ei'S, 7riany 
were loft nmvorked. The colonists ii; 1 Lispauiola, Lov. - 
evc.'r, hi>,d apjfiicd themselves to the the cultivation of 
the sugtii--cane, and to manufacture sugar; also to 
bunting cattle, which was found a proQtable (jniploy- 
mont, the shins and the suet turning to good accomil , 
The Spaniiirds denominated their buJTtej.’s, Ma.tadores, 
which in the Spaaiisli language siguilios killers nc 
slaughterers. 

That the English, Fi’ench, and Hollandei’s, in their 
early voyages to the West Indies, went in expectation 
of meeting hostility from the .Si.ani.-'.rils, muiI willi, a, 
determination tliereforo to commii; Jio.siiliiy if liioy 
could with advantage appears by jui ingenious plua.s.: 
of the Frojich ad veu timers, who, if tin? lij'su oppoi- 
tunity was in their favour, termed their j)rolLLiiig I'v 
it ‘se dedoniager par avance.’ 

IMuch of Hispaniola had become desert. There were 
long ranges of coast, with good ports, that were un- 
fi.*e(iuented by any inhabitant Avhatevei’, and the land 
ill every part .abounded with cattle. These were such 
great conA'enience.s to the ships of the interlopers, 
that the IVcstern coast, which ivas the most distant 
part from the Spanish capital, became a place of com- 
mon resort to them when in want of provisions. 
.Auotlu?r great attraction to tboiu Avas the encourage- 
ment they received from Spanish settlers along the 
coast; who, from the coiitr. acting and monopolising 
.spirit of their government in the management of their 
colonies, liaA'c .at all times been eager to have communi- 
cation Avitli foreigners, tliat they might obtain supplies 
<?r Jluropc.'iii goods on terms less exorbitant than those 
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which the r.,,'.- 1;.-: imposed. The 

govenimenb .i: r-. (‘.i armed ships to 

pj’event claiidestiue trade, and to clear the coasts of 
ITispaniola of interlopers, Avhich ships were called gnarda 
costas; and. it is said then,- commanders wore instructed 
nob to ta.ke prisoners. On the other hand the 
intruders formed combinations, came in collected 
numbers, and made descents on different parts of the 
coast, ravaging the Spanish toM-ns and settlements. 

In the customary course, such transactions would 
have come undo.!' i.ho cogniziinvjo of the governments 
in Europe; hut nuiiror.-; Iioro took a different turn. 
The Spaniards, when they had the upper hand, did 
not fail to deal ont their own pleasure for law ; and 
in like manner, the English, French, and Dutch, when 
masters, determined their own measure of retaliation. 
'I’he different European governments were glad to 
avoid being involved in the scttleinont of disorders 
they J\ad no inclination to repress. In answer to re- 
presentations i!iad(- !y said, ‘that 

people complahual I .-.d .1 -.i- 1 eiiiirely f)n (lielr 

‘own authority, no' •• iJ/oi-. < f any pi-ince, and 

•that the King oi' .•!! v . ;;n lil-erty to pi*oi,‘etd 
‘against them according to his ow!! pleasure.’ Qucf'ii 
Ell'/ahcth of England, with more open asperity 
answered a complaint made by the Spanisli ambassador, 
of Spanish ships being plundered by the English in 
the West Indies, ‘That the Spaniards had di-awn these 
‘inconveniences upon LheiTU'sc-lvcs, by their severe and 
‘unjust dealings in their .i\mcricau commerce ; for she 
‘did not understand why i;iiiu:r her subjects, or' those 
‘of any other European ih-iiice, flionld bo delm-red 
‘from trahic in l.!u; .I'uiies. That as she did not 
‘ acknowledge the Spaniards to have any title by the 
‘donatioji of the Dishop of Koine, so she knew no right 
‘ tliey had to any places ot.lim- than those they were in 
‘actual possession of; for that their having touched 
‘only here and there upon a coast, and givc-n names 
‘to a few rivers o.r capes, were such insignificant 
‘ things as could no ways entitle them to a propriety 
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"further than in the parts -wbere they actually settled, 
‘and continued to inhabit*.’ A warfare was thus 
established between Europeans in the West Indies, 
local and conQned, which had no dependence upon 
transactions in Europe. All Europeans not Spaniards, 
whether it was ^var or peace beiAveon their nations in 
Europe, on their meeting in the West Indies, regarded 
ea(;i< as friends and allies, knoAving then no other 

enemy than the Sx>aniards; and, as a kind of public 
avowal of this confederation, they calked tbeinsoilves 
Brethren of the Coast. 

The ii]\st European iiitruclei'S upon the Spaniards in 
the West Indies were a-ccordiogly luariunrs, the 
greater number of whom, it is supposed Avero Prcnch, 
and ne:st to them the Engli.sh. Their first hunting of 
cattle in Hayti, was for in-ovisk/ijijig i.hcir ships. The 
time they began to fonu J'aciorios or csi'iblishmonts, 
to hunt cattle for the skin.s. iuid to mii-o the flesh as 
an article of traffic, is not certain ; but it may be con- 
cluded that these occupations v^ere began by tlie 
croAVS of wrecked vessels, or by seamen who had dis- 
agreed with their commander; and that the ease, 
plenty, and freedom from all command and subordina- 
tion, enjoyed in such a life, soon drew others to quit 
their ships, and join in the saino occupations. The 
ships that touched, on the coast sapplierl iho. linuters 
with European commodities, for' A\'li;ch tbe-y received 
in return hides, tallow, and cured meat. The appella- 
tion of Boncanicr or Buccaneer was not inA^'entod, or 
at least not applied to these adventurers, till long after 
their first footing in Hayti. At the time of Oxuam’s 
expedition acro.ss the Isthmus of America to the 
South Sea., A.!)., 157u, it does not appear to have been 
knoAA'n. 

There is no partioulai.’ account of the events which 
took place on the coasts of Hispaniola in the early 
part of the contest betAvecn the Spaniards and the 
noAV settlers. It is however certain, that it was a 
war of the seA'ercst retaliation; and in this disorderly 

* C<iriiuca's Eliza hetli, A. D. x6So 
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state was continued the intercom'se of the English, 
French, and Dutch 'n-h !i the West Indies, carried on 
by individuals neither authorised nor controlled by 
their governments, for more than a century. 

In 1586, the English Captain, Francis Drake, 
plundered the city of yan Domingo ; and the jnimhoT.;- 
f)f the English and French in the West, Indies in- 
creased so much, ih:.' '> .-ir:- rv.;:r.l^ ia' 1- 

found themselves h; ;c. m r.i: 

Western and North-western parts of Hispaniola. 


OHAPTEB IV 

riiiriniloiis Settlement of the Isht:::'! l-y l.lie r,:gHsh and 

French. Tortuga seized hy Jinr.jers. (hi.f!;: ('f the name 
Buccaneer. The name s;icr. t'-.-sioms tilt ril;;. red to the 

Buccaneers. 

The increase of trade of the English and French to 
the West Indies, and the growing importance of the 
freebooters or adventurers concerned in it, who, 
unassisted but by each other, htid hegiiu to acquire 
territory .and to f i • • ' ; T 

oppo.sition from the l■■M. 

of the British and l'‘. • (*■ ■. ‘.I ^..v . 

to them a seheine of • ' •!. ..sy, ;•> 
the principal adventurers were consulted. 'I’he projocl. 
adopted by tliem was, , ■ «■. .d colony of each 

nation, on some one i- ; ■> u- same time; by 

M'liich a constant mutual support would be secured. 
In as far as regarded the concerns of Europeans 
with each other, this plan 

The Island cliosen by ti.-- : . best 

.suited to tlioir purpose, * : .'.-itilk's 

or Oaribbeo Islands, know’ll by ihe name of St. 
Christopher, wdiich is in length about seven leagues, 
.and in breadth two and a half. 

Thus the governments of Groat Britain .and Franta.', 
like friendly fellow-travellers, and not Ji1:o rivals wlio 
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were to contend in a race, began their West-Indian 
career by joint consent at the same point both in time 
and pi.'icc. Iji iUo yefsr 1023, and on the same day, a 
Cijloiiy ol’ British and a colony of French, in the 
mnncs and r>n the- Ijolialf of their rcspecth-c nations, 
!;ui(ieii on lids snia.ll i-sla'id, the division of which Inul 
bet?!! settled by p>reviou.s agreement. 

The Island St. Christopher was at sr.; : d-i.;- li-- 

babited by Oaribbe Indians. The Spani. Ii . ! i - 
possessed a settlement on it, but their ! ■ ■ ■. 

accustomed to stop there, to traffic for provisions and 
refreshments. The French and English who came to 
take possession, landed without obtaining the consent 
of the native Caribbe inhabitants ; and, because 
danger was f;]ii!V<.-beadc;d fToiu tladi- d:':<,*o.r.i' ( rii:, und'.-.i.’ 
])retence that the Oaribb.^ wore I'l-icjuis lo iho 
Spaniards, these new coIojiisLs r\-J! niion them by 
prise in the night, killed IlK-ir principal leaduTs, aiid 
forced the rest to quit tln^ r.-Ismd ar.d seek a.iiollii'j' 
home. De TJodiefori., in liis lJi-..olfe .''Ibrale ebs hilcs 
j\utilles (p. 2SI.‘) juenrions tljo .fhiglisli and l■■'rencll. 
killing the Caribb Clileis, in (he I'uliowing i.ena.-'-; 
‘11s se deflrent en une nuic- <:«• i ci- i- - j.’-;. faclieiix: 
de cette nation ! ’ Thus in ai.d bfubavii y 

was founded the first colonv 'i, ';:uLt I lie 

authority of the British and French Governments in 
the West Indies ; which colony was the parent of our 
African slave trjrde. ^Vhpn accoxmts of the conqixest 
and of the proceedings at Saint Christopher wei’e 
transmitted to Europe, they were approved; West- 
India companies were established, and licenses granted 
1 o take out colonists. Be Rochefort has oddly enough 
remarked, that the French, English, and Dutch, in 
their first establi,gliment3 in the 'West indies, did not 
follow tiie cruel maxims of the Spaniards. True it is, 
liowevei-, thob they only copie:! in in their 

usurpauons their .'ihi! wc-Jit y.o f.ii-ilier Llian lo dis- 
possess, and they dUl no! s(;t:k lo rnaho H!f'..\e.=; o[' the 
people whom they iUp!*iv(-..l of b.i.'iv !;!;:d. 

The English and IT’cnch in a sliort time had dis- 
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agreeraents, and began to ina,ke coijfiplaiiits of each 
other. The English took possession of the small 
Island Nevis, which is separated only by a narrow 
channel from the South end of St. Christopher. P. 
Charlevoix says, ‘the ambition of the English dis- 
‘ i urboil ili(! good undersi a riding between the colonists 
‘of llio r.wo nal.ions: but M. do Cusac arriving with a 
‘ squadron of the French King’s ships, l>y taking and 
‘sinking some British ships lying Lhi-i-f, brought the 
‘English Cov'ernor to r<?a-:oi.i, and to confine himself 
‘to the treaty of Paiti-.ion.’ After effecting this 
amicable adjustment, De Cusac sa.iled from St. 
Christopher; and was scarcely clear of the. Island 
when a ])Owerful fleet consisting of thirty-nino hirgtj 
ships, arrived from Spaiin, and anchored in the Koa-cl. 
Almost without oppo.'ii.ion I lie Spanhirds becauio 
masters of the I.sJar.d, al! hough the English and 
h’rench, if they had cordially joined could have 
mustered a force of twelve hundred men. Intelligence 
that the Spaniards intended this .'’‘■‘•."'‘k, h"d ^-rn 
timely received in France; and M. •.!■ ( i,- ' 
had in consequence been despatched to assist in the 
defence of St. Chi'istophcr ; but llu; Spaniai'ds being 
slow in their preparations, th(iir fleet did not arrive at 
the time expected, and Do Cusac, hearing no xtews of 
them, presumed that they had given up their design 
against St. Christopher. Without strengthening the 
joint colony he gave the English a lesson on modera- 
tion, little calculated to incline them to co-operate 
heartily with the French in defence of the Island, a.nd 
sailed on a cruise to the Gulf of Mexico. Shortly 
after his departure, tovvanls the end of the ycai’ the 
Spanish fleet ai-ri ved. The colonists almost iimnediately 
despaired of being .able to oppose sfi great a force. 
j\Iany of the French embarked in their ships in time 
to clicct their escape, and to take refuge among the 
islands northward. The remainder, with the English, 
lay at the disposal of the Spanish commarxder," Don 
Frederic de Toledo. At this time Spain was at war 
with England, France, and Holland; and this arina- 
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ment was designed ultimately to act against the 
Hollanders in Brasil, but was ordered by the way to 
di'ivo the Engli'li a-nd the French from the island of 
.Sv. Ciiri'-:! opiuM'. Dno Frederic would not woalccn his 
I'oj-i/e by .l(‘a\ i.i!g a gan’ison there, and was in haste to 
l^rosoente bis Aoyage to Brasil. As the settlement of 
St. Oln-istoplier had been established on regular 
govormiKmt authorities, the settlei-s were treated as 
Ijrisoners of war. To clear the island in the most 
speedy manner, Don Frederic took many of the 
English on board liis own fleet, and made ns many 
of the. other colonists cuibark as (amiil be (‘rowdcid in 
any vessels which could be found foi' iheij). He saw 
ihoin get under sail, and leave line Is’anil ; rroni 
those who remained, he required iJieir that 

thc-jy would depart by the earliesr opponnnit.y wliicli 
should present itself, warning thf.-in, at the same lime, 
that if, on his retiu*n from Jims:!, he foual any 
Englishmen or Frenchmen at Sniin Ciiristopher, llicw 
should ho put to the sword. Afier Lhi.s, ho sailed for 
Brasil. As soon, however, sis it was kriown tiiat the 
Spanish fleet had loft the .sen,, tho 

colonists, both English and French returned to Saint 
(.'lu‘i.>iopI)cr, and repossessed themselves of their old 
quarters. 

Tlie settlement of the Island Saint Cliristopher gave 
gi-oat (incoui'iJgimHMit i.o the Inintora on the West coast 
oi' Hi.spaiii(.)la. Their omMurataorios for ihe curing of 
moat:., ni;d for drying tiie 3kin.«, iisultipHod : and as the 
value of thoin increased, they began to think it of 
consequence to provide for their security. To this end 
they took possession of the small Island Tortuga, near 
the jS’oi tli-west end of Hispaniola, where the Sjianiards 
had placed a garrison, hut which was too small to 
make opposition. Thei-e was a road for shipping, with 
good anchorage, at Tortuga; and its separation from 
the main l.uid of Hispaniola seemed to be a good 
guarantee from siidden and unexpected attack. They 
built maga.zines there, for the lodgement of their 
goods, and regarded this Island as their head quarters, 
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or place of general r.:ri-r]c7;r«-’-i= f--- repair in 

times of danger. Thi > el-'.-ii-d i •! ciilei’. i JV'.ted no 
fortification, set up n<» !i< :■ f- them- 

selves by any engagement. All was voluntary; and 
they were negligently contented at having done so 
much towards their security. 

About tlie lime of their ralclng possession of Tortuga, 
they began to be known by the nanus oC .llnccaneers, 
of which appellation it will be proper to speak at 
some length. 

The flesh of the cattle killed by the hunters, was 
cured to keep good for use, after a manner learnt 
from the Caribbo Indians, wlucb was as follows ; The 
moat was laid to be dried upon a wooden grate or 
hurdle (grille de hois) winch the Indians called bai'becn, 
placed at a good rlistaneo over a slow fire. The meat 
when cured was called houcan, and the same name 
was given to tbe jdace of their cookery. P6re Labat 
describes Yianclo boucannde to be Viande sechd bu petit 
feu ot i\ la fmndo. TJie (’aribbes are said to have 
sometimes scivod their iwisoners after this fashion, Ils 
les mangent aprfes les avoir bien boucannde, e’est a 
dire, rotis bien sec The houcan was a very favourite 
method of cooking among these Indians. A Oaribbe 
has been known, on rcinrnlng borne from fislring, 
fatigued and pressed wiih liung<‘i-, lo have had the 
patience to wait the roa.^iing of a on a wooden 
gT-ate fixed two foot above the ground, over a lire so 
.small as .someiimes to require the whole day to dress 
itt. 

The llfisli of l,ho rattle was in general dried in tire 
smoke, without being salted. The Dirdionnaire de 
Trevoux explains Boucaner to be ‘faire sorer sans sel,’ 
to dry red Avithout salt. But the flesh of wild hogs, 
and also of the beeves when intended for keeping a 
length of time, was first salted. The same thing Avas 
pi’actised among the Brasilians. It was remarked in 
one of the earliest Ausits of the Portuguese to Brasil, 

• Hist, des AniilJes, par P. dii Tertre. Paris, iCSy, Tome I. p. 415. 
t I.a Rochefort, sur le Repas dcs Carribc-s. 
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that tlie natives (who wei-e nannibals) kept hiiraan 
flcsli salted and smoked, ha-nging up in their houses'". 
The meat cured by thn 33ucc;iineers lo soli to shipping 
for sea.-stoi'c, ii is proha hie 'v.-is .-di salte Ti ■■ i-: ■■ ■ ■ 
is thus described!: 'Tlie hoiiis being -a i iic 

‘flesh -was cut into convenieiil, iiii'co.s .-.■■■I d, 

‘the next d.iy Avas taken to liio boiican.’ Sometimes, 
to give a i)cculiav relish to tlie nioai:, skin of the 
animal was cast into the fire nndta- ii. '.i he rnial tha~ 
cured was of a fine r*ed coloar, and of oscohoiii n.avi>:i;‘ : 
but in six months after it A^as boiirannod it liad lil-tlo 
taste left, except of salt. The l.-oucav.r.Cfd /..-ji'.- f.. 
continued good a much longer time than ti:.. I’ >•!. -.-i 
flic beeves, if kept in dry place.s. 

From fuiopliug iho boucan of the Caiibbes, the 
hunters isi Jiuspaniola, the Spaniards excepted, came 
to he called Boucauiers, but afterAvards, according ti) 
a prominoifiLion more in f/iAOur AA’ith the English 
Jh'iccanoers |. iSfajiy of the French hunters were 
nfitive.s of Xonuandy; AA-henco it became proverbial in 
■sojno of the .cea-i)orts of Normandy to say of a 
smoky hoAJse, e’est un vrai Boucan. 

The French Buccaneers and Aclvi nluvci-.'? AA’ore .nl.sn 
called Flibustiors, and more by i.lifii, i,li;ui 

by any other name. TheA. < , i "■.■i'!'. ■■ l■.■■lc■y ’ .■> 

French mariner’s mode of : i , ■ i. ■... ■! 

Avord Jfreebooter, a name AA'hich lojig preceded Lhftt of 
Boucanier or Buccaneer, as the occupation of cruising 
against the Spaniards preceded that of hunting ancL 
curing me, at. Some authors liavc gh'en a dei'ivation 
to the name Flibustier from the Avoril Flybojit, hee,ause, 
say they, the French hunters in Hisisaniola bought 
ve.ssnls of the Dutch, called IByboats, to ernise upon 
the Spaniards. There are tAvo objections to this deri- 
vatiem. First, the ■A\'ord flyboat, is only an English 

* History of Brazil, fay Robert Souihcy, p. 17. 

t ill some of the Eng-lish accounts tfae name is wriaeii Bucai;ier ; but 
nniforniity in spelling: was not much attended to at that time. Hampier 
wrote Htircaneer, which agrees with the present manner of pronouncititr 
tlie word, and is to be esteemed the best autliorily. 
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translation of the Dutch word fluyt, which is the 
proper denomination of the vessel intended by it. 
Secondly, it would not very readily occur to any one to 
purchase Dutch fluyts, c." n»l > fc" ;; <■: \ I..- 

Some have indei-stood s!*-- lio:. 
to he distinct both in person and ' !i. This 

was probably the case with a feAv, after the settlement 
of Tortuga; but before, and ver;. .-i I'j .-."wave'-, 

the occupations were joined, maVi!_- • : i ”.iiMi' 

character. Ships from all part .ii,- \\ > ,1 
frequented Tortuga, and it continu.ally happened that 
some among the crews quitted their shii)s to turn 
Buccaneers ; whilst among the Buccaneers some would 
be desirous to quit their htmting employment, to go 
on a, cruise, to make a voyage, or to return to Europe. 
The two occupations of hunting and ci’uising being so 
common to the same person, caused the names Fli- 
bnstior and Buccaneer to be esteemed synonimous, 
signifying always and principally thii being at war 
with the Spaniards. The Buccaneer and Elibustier 
therefore, as long as they continued in a state of iiide- 
pendance, are to be considered as the same character, 
exercising sometimes one, sometimes th(=i other einidoy- 
mont; and either name was taken hy them indiffer- 
ently, whether they were emploj'ed on the sea or on 
the land. But a fanciful kind of invorsioji took jdiicis 
through the different c.-jjnfcr's of the French and 
English adventurers. The gi-eater part of the first 
cattle hunters AA'ore Fj-onch, and the greater number 
of the first < I Si ■•.■•'u <,■. ,u‘ 

The French .-i-i , .. ;■ •) j 

for the name of flibusticr; whilst the Englisli showed 

a like preference for the name of Buccaneei*, which, 

• The French account says, that after takingr possession of Torlu^.-i, 
the Ai;vsnturers divided into three classes : that those who occupied 
themselves in tlio chsise, took the name of Boucaniers ; those who went 
on cruises, the name of Flibusticrs ; and a third class, who cultivated the 
soil, called themselves H.nhifans (Inhabitants.) .See Histoire des 
Avanturiers qiil sc sont slffnalez dans Jes Iiides. Par. Alex. Ol. Oexmalin. 
Paris i6SS, vol, i. p. aa. 
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S as will be seen, wa^ assumed by many hundred sea- 
men of their nation, who were never employed either 
i in Imnting or in the boucau. 

I A i)ror>i.-iisii.y to mriko things winch are exl raoi’diu- 

ary appear more so, has caused many peculiar cus- 
loms to be atuibiitcd to the Buccaneers, wliich, it is 
pretended, wej-o observed as strictly as if they had 
been established hnvs. It is said that every Buccaneer 
iiad his chosen and declared comrade, between whom, 
property w.ns in common, and if one died, the surviA-or 
was iuhei-ii.or of the whole. This was called by the 
bYtmch Matelotage. It is how'eyer* acknowledged i.iiat 
the Mateiolage Avas not a compnlsatory regulation; 
and that the Buccaneers sometiines bequeathed by 
will. A general right by participation in some things, 

I among w'hich was meat for ))roseut eonsumiition, was 

acknowledged among them; and it is said, that bolts, 
locks, and every species of fastening, were prohibited, 
it being held that the use of siiclr securities would 
h.ave impeached the honour of their vocatiou. Yet on 
commencing Buccaneer, it was customary with those 
who were of I'ospeotahle lineage, to relinquish tlujir 
family name, and assume some other, as a non de 
guerre. Their dress, which was nnifornily slovenly 
when engaged in tlie business of hiiiiting or of the 
houcan, is nlention(^d as a prescriited costimu'., hut 
whiedt doubtless was prescidbcd only by their own 
neglige.nce and indolence; in [)articular, tluit they 
wore an unwa.shod shirt and pantaloons dyed in the 
blood of the animals ihey had killed. Other distinc- 
tions, cqujilly capricious, and to little ]jurpose, are 
related, which have no connexion with their histoiy. 
8oi.aft curious .anecdotes are ]jroduccd, to show the 
; groat respect some amoaig them entertained for religion 

I and for morality. A certain Flibustior captain, named 

i D.aniel, shot 07io of his crew in the church, for behav- 

ing irreverently during the performance of nui.ss. 
t Ravencau de Lnssan (whose adAfentxn-es will be fre- 

quently men1if)ned) took the occupation of a Buccaneer, 
because he wa.s in debt, and wished, a-s every honest 
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man should do, to have wherewithal to satisfy his 
creditors. 

In their sea enterprises, they followed most of the 
cvistoms which are generally observed in private ships 
of war; and sometimes were held together by a sub- 
scribed wi.!i(fn agreement, by ibe Kiiglisii (‘;iili.'d 
Charter-party; by the French CluKSSi-parlii', wliicb 
might in this case be construed a Chasing agreement. 
Whenever it happened that Spain was at open and 
declared war with any of the mai-itime nations of 
Europe, the Buccaneers who were natives of the 
country at war with her, obtained commissions, which 
rendered the vessels in which they cruised, rc'guhir 
pri vateers. 

The English adventurers sometimes, as is seen in 
Dam pi or, called themselves Privateers, applying the 
term to persons in the same manner we no^v a]^ply it 
l;o private ships of war. The Dutch, whose terms are 
generally faithful i;o the meaning intended, called the 
adventurers Zee Roovers; the word roover in the 
Dutch language comprising the joint sense of the two 
English words rover and robber. 


CHAPTER V 


Treaty made by the Spaniards with Don Ileiiriqnez. Increase of Engriish 
and French in the Wfst Indies. Tortng-a si r,:ri-:>d hy ihe Spaniards. 
Policy of the .■■•id Frcr.c'i ivliii rc.-.cccl. to I he 

Buccaneers. Mans-, <;i:, ids .afi.-in:)-. io fo.-:r. a ; inJopca.l ;rr. itii-'caiic.-rr 
Establishment, l-’rci-.cli Vw:si-I:!;!i;i Comiiary. Morgan succcc-ii 
Mansvelt as Chief of the Buccaneers. 

The Spanish Government r.t l-uvth -o tb-’n’e b' 

nece!3.sai‘y to relax from t! ■ p-.-.i. ;Mi-i :: 

the year 1630 entered into ! •.:ir:r i-iuivip 

nations, for nnitual securily o!' p->.;- 

sessions. In a Treaty concluded that year with Great 
Britain, it was declared, that peace, amity, and friend- 
ship, should be observed between tlieic re.speeiive 
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.'ulijci'is ill <1.11 i;)<u’i.s oE the world. But this general 
.'■!)c;(;iiic.'al:iou v.m.s noi- sufficient to produce effect in the 
West Tndies. 

In JILspanioIaj in tlie year the Government at 
San Domingo concluded a treaty with Don Henri gucz; 
which was the more j-eadily accorded to him, because 
it was .ippivlionded Ihe revolicd natives would league 
wiili the Brethern of iho <,’oast. By this treaty all 

i. iis j‘<)llow(‘rs of J.)on iJonriciuc'/, who could claim de- 
scent from the original natives, in number four thou- 
sand persona, were declared free and under his 
pi’oieotiou, and lauds were m.nrhod out for thonn. Bih. 
what is revolting to a!’ generoas hones of hiiiiia'i 
nature, the negroes were :i!?;t!idoii(:d lo ihe .Spanuirii :. 
■Mn.gnanimily was not to be cxpeciod of ilie juitsves of 
l.tayti; yet they had .«:hew!i iheni.'j.flvcs capable of 
<'xei‘tion for tlieiv own relief: and .a small degree moi'c 
of firmness woiild have included llx-sc-, l.Iioir mo-'t able 
(.•hampions, in the ti'oaty. ’J’lii.s Wvjjih and wicked tli'- 
fpctiou from friends, confed»?ralod with them in one 
common and righteous causo, .vccins to have wr-ougiii 
its own punishment. The vigii.ance .and vigoin* of mind 
of the negro might have guju-dod ag.ain.it (Microaoh- 
ments upon the independence obtained; instead of 
which, the wretched Haytians in a short time fell 
again wholly into the grinding hands of the Span- 
iards: a I'd in Lhe early part of the eighteenth century, 

ii, was toned that the whole number living, of the 
dec end .an is of lhe 2 iertj’‘ of Don Houiriipiez, did not 
(juitc am omit to one liundred ])cr3ons. 

Tije seLtlcment of the Buccauocu's at Tortuga drew 
mirny Pluropeaus there, as well settlers as others, to 
join in lh(?ir adventures and occniiations. They began 
to clea.i* Sind cultivate the grounds, Avhich were before 
overgrown ^rith woods, and made islantatious of 
tobacco, which proved to be of es.tra.nrdinary good 
quality. 

]\tnre Euroiieans, not Spaniards, consequently allies 
of the Buccaneers, continued to pour into the AV''est 
Indies, and formed settlements on l.heir own acoriunt.s, 
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on some of the islands of the small Antilles. These 
settlements were not composed of mixtures of different 
people, but were most of them all English or all 
i^’rench ; and as they grew into i->rospority, they were 
I;,'. - -'■■'r. of for the crowns of England or of 

■ i-y il-' respective governments. Under the 
government antlioritit.'s new colonists were sent out, 
royal govcsri ■ » v .enr-o’-'t^d. and codes of law 
established, v. -b c.'- ii"; ■ li. i ' b the security of the 
colony, the interests of the mother-country. But at 
the same time these benefits were conferred, grants of 
lands were niadn under royal authority, which dis- 
])ossGssed. many persons, wlm, by laboiir .-iTid p.erilons 
adventure, and some wlio at cojisiderable cxpi'iise, had 
achieved establishments for themselves, in favom* of 
men till then no way concerned in any of the under- 
takings. In some cases, grants of whole islands were 
obtained by purchase or favour ; and the first settlers, 
who hfid long before gained possession, and who had 
cleared and brought the ground into a state for culti- 
vation, were rendered dependent upon the new pro- 
prietarj" governors, to whose terms they wei’c obliged 
to submit, or to relinquish their tenure. Smdi wta-e 
the hard accompauiments to the pi’otection aft'ordi'd 
by the p,‘Ovcvnments of Franco and Groat Britain to 
colonies, which, before they wore ucknowlodgod h giii- 
mate oll'springs of the mother-country, had grotvn into 
consideration tlirougli tht'ir own exertions ; and only 
because they were found worth ado])ting, wero now 
received into the ]>ar-.ji( family. The discoid.en's 
created by this rapacious condiH;!. of tl-.e govoj imio:!' s, 
and the disregard shewn to the: claiuis of iljo t!i>!. 
settlers, instigated some to j-esiss;;ncc jind rebellion, 
and caused many to join the Buccaiiorrs. The; Caviidjo 
inhabitants were driven from their laiuis also -wii:!) as 
little ceremony. 

The Buccaneer colony at Tortuga had not boon be- 
held with indifference by the Spaniards. TJie Buc- 
caneers, with the carelessness natural to men in their 
loose condition of life, under neither command nor 
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guidance, continued to trust to tlie supincss of the 
enemy for their sm -.‘( ity, and neglccLod all precaution. 
In tlio year 10:5=?!, lije Sj'finiM.-ri.s wiili a largo force 
fell unexpected l 3 ' upon Toriug.-i, n,!; a time wJion the 
greater number of the sett lens u-or(.' absent in Ilis- 
ponioia on the chaco; .nncl tliose 'who TV'ero on the 
i.^land, liaviug neii-hor forli-ess nor government, be- 
(■;nn“ an <‘!i<y prej' to ibo fijian?ards, who made a 
general massacre of all who fell into their hands, not 
only of those they surprised in the begijiniug, but 
many who afterwards <■.•!!>:(: in from tlie woods to im- 
plore tlioir lives on cj)Uiliuon of returning to Europe, 
they hanged. A few kept themselves concealed, till 
th(‘y found a,n opportunity to cross over to their 
brothreiv in Hispaniola-. 

It happened not to suit the cojivenienoe of the 
Spaniards to keep a garrison at Tortuga, and they 
were persuadc'd the Bucca.neers wf)uJd not sfreedily 
again, expose themselves to a repetition of such treat- 
ment as they had just experienced; thcrefoi-e they 
contented themselves with destroying the buildings, 
and as much as they could of the planta,tions, after 
which they retm-ned to San Domingo. In a short 
time after their departure, the remnant of the Hunters 
collected to the number of three hundred, again fixed 
themselves at Tortuga, and, for the first time, elected 
a commander. 

As the hostility .ir th- D-iiV-.-.-.c-i - hj, ■■ constantly 
and solely been c,: v- !, d aniards, all 

other Europeans in L-he W'cau indies icgacded them as 
champions in the common cause, and the severities 
wbjcli had been exercised against tbem created less 
of dread, than of a sirivit of vengeance. The. numbers 
of the Buccaneers wore quickly recruited by volun- 
teers of English, French, and Dutch, from all parts ; 
and hotlr the occupations of hunting and cruisiirg 
were pursued with more than usual eagerness. The 
Frencir and English Governors in the West Indies, 
influenced by the like feelings, either openly, or by 
connivance, gave constant encouragement to the Buc- 
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caneers. The French Governor at St. Christopher, 
who was also Governor General for the French West- 
India Islands, was most ready to send assistance to 
the Buccaneers. This Governor, Monsieur de Poincy, 
an enterpi’ising and capable man, had formed a design 
to take possession of the Island Tortuga for the crown 
of France; which he managed to juit in execution 
having by r.T“cd’'='preo<i 

... i;-/- .i -ipal French >■ ■ > . ■■■ ■■ ■ 

garrison of the French king’s troops. This ;).p)>ropria- 
tion was made in ICtl; and De Poincy, thiiikirjg his 
acquisition would be more secure to Franco by the 
absence of the English, forced all the Eiiglisk Buc- 
caneers to quit the Island. The French writers say, 
that before the iuterijosition of the French Governor, 
the English Buccaneers took advantage of their num- 
bers, and domineered in Tortug.;. 1'. 

nors hi the Wast Indies coitld : ■ : > ; ■ ■ 

the same tender regard for the F.i5gl5.^h Buccaneers, 
as the sui^port they received from home was vexy pre- 
carious, owing to the dispute.^ wliicli i.lu'Xi .siibsi.stec1 hi 
England between King OharJes aud il-<‘ Ihigi'-sli I'ai- 
liament/, which engrossed so imsch of the public .‘Ulcn- 
tion as to leave little to colonial conccims. 

The French Commander de Poincy pushed his sixccess. 
In his appointment of a Governor to Tortuga, he 
added the title of Governor of the West coast of 
Hispaniola, and by degi’ees he introduced French gar- 
risons. This was the first footing obtained by the 
Government of France in Hi.-rji;!Mu>ia. ■I." , /.iiv, l o".;; 
was observed liievi: i-i:specLi ig ilm Eng;'.''. jo. ■■■.,:■ 
tuga, by which u)c;ii!.-i ua- i'ju-c.-ied .! ■ j r ■, ■ 

the English Buccaneei’S from the Frej 
time, it was only occasion.-illr, and f- 
eircixmstancft.s, or by sp.i-;-:.:l li,,' 

acted in concert. The Kcgli.-li =.:i- ■ i 

elbowed out of Hispaniola jiud 'rortu.ga. lost ihi' occu- 
pation of hunting cjiiilc .-iiid of ijoucji!;, I>ui: iiicy 
continued to be disiingui.-iii.-d liy liic .■ippi ih;’. iuu of 
Buccaneers, and, wben Uii: crui.-iiur, mo.-i ■.’( iicrrdly 
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harboured at the Islands possessed by the Britisla. 

Hitherto, it had rested in the power of the Buo- 
eaneers to have formed themselves into an indepen- 
dent state. Being composed of people of different 
nations, the admission of a Governor jfroin any one, 
iiiighi easily have been resisted. Now, they wore 
eons'ulored in a kind of middle state, between that 
of Buccaneers and of men returned to their native 
allegiance. It seeinc'd now in tlu? power of the I3ng- 
lish and French Governments to put a stop to their 
cruisings, and to fxxrnish them with more honest em- 
ployment; bxxb politics of a ditVereiit ensi i>rcv;iiipfl. 
The Bxxccaneei’S were rc'garded as lii-oiTiiible lo the 
Colonies, on accoxint of the prizes they broxxght in: 
and oven vanity had a share in their being counten- 
anced. The French authors call nos braves, fi;ui 

(he English spexxk of ilieir ' luiparalloloci exploirs.' 
The policy both of Englaiul atid of I-'raoce with .r(;.-ipc‘(;i 
to the Buccaneers, seems 1.0 luivc boojx well d .-■.scribed 
in tho following soutenct^ : On liii.>*o!l. j'aire dos Avan- 
tiiriers, qxx’ou pouvoii, roujoin-s (les.ix-ouer, jiiais doin; 
Ics succ^s pouvoieiiL otro uiiles: i.e. ‘ihcv connived ab 
the actions of lhf.s(; Advojiiuvers, wJr!<‘li could iilways 
be disavowed, and wdioso migbr, 1)c service- 

able.’ This xvas jiol- o.siooviuid iTipouiusxie, bxii.a. nxavim 
of sound state policy. In the character given of a 
good Fi’ench West-Tndia governor, he is praised, for 
that, ‘ besides encouraging the cultivation of lands, lie 
‘never neglected to encourage the Flihxxstiers. It was 
‘ a certain means of improving the Colony, by attract- 
‘iug thither the young and enterprising. He would 
‘ scarcely receive a slight portion of what he was en- 
‘ titled to from his right of bestoxviiig commissions in 
‘ lime of war’b And xvlien vre w'ere at peace, and our 
‘ If libxTs tiers, for want of other employment, would go 
‘ cruising, and w'ould ca.i'ry their prizes to the English 
‘Islands, he was at the pains of procuring them coiii- 
‘ missions from Portugal, -which coxxutry was then at 

* The Governor or .Aclmiral, ■who {>rs.iitcil the commission, claimed o;-.i> 
tenth of all prizes made under its aulhorii^'. 
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‘war with Spain; in virtue of wl- i 'i:! 

‘continued to make themselves i ■■(.' i i ■■■■.! I ■■ 1''! 

‘Spaniards, and to spread riches and in 

‘our Oolonies.’ This panegyric was l.ie'-i:f.;\vt:d hy Peres 
Lahat, who seems to have had more or u.ui<in;i.i Utiiii 
of moral or religious feeling on this head. 

It was a powerful cenisideration with the French 
and Enghsli Governments, to have at their occasional 
disiiosal, vv'ibhout trouble or expense, a well trained 
military force, always at hand, v.- = Hi be em- 
ployed upon emergency; who required no pay nor 
otlier recompense for their servict's and constant 
readiness, than their share of jtliinder, and that their 
piracies upon llie Spaniards should pass unnoticed. 

Towards the end of 1014, a new Governor General 
for the French West-India possessions Wfis api’oiutinl 
by the French Regency (during the iiiinoritj- ol' 
Louis siv,) ; bxit the Commander do Poincy did not 
choose to resign, and the colonists were inclined to 
support him. Great discontents prevailed in the 
French Colonies, which rendered theni liable to being 
shakeii by civil wars ; and the apprehensiojiLS of the 
Regency on this head enabled Be Poincy to stand 
his ground. He remained Governor General over the 
French Colonies not only for the time, but was con- 
tinued in that office, by succeeding administrations, 
many years. 

About the year 1051, a large party of Buccaneers, 
French and English, joined in an expedition on tin 
Continent. They a.-icendcd a river of the Mosrjiiitr, 
shore, a .“rua!! ilisiance on the Soulli side of (.'iqio 
Gracias .a Dios, in canoes; and after laln'ur'iig uoarly 
a month against a strong stream .‘uid w.-ii tliey 

left their canoes, and marched to ilu; lu'/.'fi cn’ iXucv.i 
Segovia, wlu'cli they plundered, and tJieji Tiiinriifd 
down the river. 

In the same year, the Spaniards took Tortuga from 
the French. 

In the year following, 1055, .England being at W'ar 
with Spain, a largo force was sent from England to 
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attempt tlie coiicxueafc of tlie Island Hisjjaniola. In 
this attempt they failed ; but after-wards fell upon 
.) aiuaioa, of -wbieh l.~lfiml llic-y made thoinselvos 
mastcM's, and kepi: pc;~se.ssioM. In ilie conquest of 
Jamaicii, the ll.-ii-i'irii! wei-i? pTc.-diy assisted by the 
Ihiceaueers ; am! a i'ev.- years ai’l.ir, -willi their assist- 
ance also, the I’rench regained i)o.SHOSsion of Toiluga, 

On the reccjvery of Tortuga, the French Buccaneers 
greatly increased in the ISTorthern and Western xiarts 
of Hispaniola. Spain also sent large reinforcements 
from Eiiroi)o; and for some years wa;- v. as cai'i-icd. on 
with great s]iirit and animosity on bo‘,!i :<u’t>s. During 
the h(!at of this contest, the French luiccaucici's foi- 
loNVed more the. oocnimtion ot hunting, and less that 
of CJ’uising, than at any other period of their 
liistory. 

The Spaniards finding they emdd not expel the 
French from Hispaniolin deiaiii'ned io join their 
olt'orts to those of the l’ir:u:h h'.nivoi'«, for the de- 
struction of the cattle and wild i'.og.s on the Island, 
so as to render the busiricss of hunting unprodTictivc. 
Bnt the French bad begun to plant; and the depriving 
them of the employment of limiting, drove them to 
other oecuxiations not less conl;ra.ry io the interest 
and wishe.^ of the Spaniards. Tlie le,ss ]-)rorit they 
found in the chace, the more they liocame cultivators 
and cruisers. 

The Bnecaneor IlisLorios of this I'loriod abound with 
relations of daring actions performed by them; but 
many of which are chiefly i-emarkalile for the ferocious 
(n-uelty of the leaders by whom they were conducted. 
PieiTe, a native of Dieppe, for his success I'ecoived to 
his name the addition of le grand, and is mentioned 
as one of the first Flibustiors ivho obtained much 
notoriety. In ci. boat, with a crew of tiveuty-eight 
men, he surprised and took the Shiji of the Vice- 
Admiral of the Sx>a.nish galeons, as she was sailing 
lioincward-bound with a rich freight. He set the 
Spanish crew on shore at Cajie Tihuron, the West 
end of Hispaniola, and sruled in his x’l'is^c to France. 
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A Fi'oiichman, ii.'tiiK'il A!i':<j!;uir»‘, also in a Small 
vc?sscl, took a. Spanish il'-if) o!' v. ji!'. 

It is related of anotlier Frencliinan, a native oT 
Languedoc, iiaracd Montbars, that on reading a history 
of the crneliy of Lln^ Span/ar-.l.- 1<! the An^ericans, he 
conceived such, an i'oplai-ah'o hatred against the 
S 2 wi 2 jiards, /.har .lie dr-if-ianiuod rni going to the West 
Indies to join the Buccaneers; and that he there pur- 
sued his vengeance ’with so much ardour as to acquire 
the surname of the Exterminator. 

One Buccaneer of some note was a native of Portu- 
gal, known by the name of Bartolomeo Portiiguez, 
who, Jiowcver, was more renowned for his wonderful 
escaiies, both in battle, and from the gallows, than 
for his other actions. 

But no one of the B-: ■■■/■.■'sm named, 

arrived at so great a .tsi a, Ifrcnch- 

luan, called .Eran^o'v 1 .'O ■ : part of 

the French coast wh- -I- ’ s’-, i. ‘ Oloune, 

but whose real name is not known. This man, and 
]\[ichel lo Basque, both Buccaneer coiiiraanders, at 
the head of G50 men, to(»k ihe iowns of ilaracaibo 
and Gibraltar in tin- ii.t ‘ - \ --• • / .•« a, « :i the Titura 
Firma. The booty y .‘-.n*’*!- i -:i:- nlundor and 
raiisom of these i-’.. v. -i at -lOUjOOll 
crowns. The barba ' s,- iwisoneva 

could not lie c-xia.'cs. n ■- w, j -c.-.'ic'd u iih 
an ambition i.o nnil-.e hiin.-eM’ ■sv-n-sw ui-d for b('i>)g ici- 
rible. At, one time, it i.s .--aid, hr j-'.f. ilu; u iioh: crew 
of a Spani.-!i .'-hin, nin.-uy nn-M, i.> uc;iiii, perJVirrc.iug 
himself tl'C (ij'ficc of t-x<-cui.io:nv. i,iy bebeadlug llunn. 
He cansod ihe (,‘f of nair oilier \’(*'-sci.s 1-.) lie il-rowc. 
into the ^--.i : .-.iid in.ii-e ilnin osirc-, jji bis rj-,:ic/:ic;-, li-c 
tore out ii-c Jn-.-u is of iii.-- vi-ciim-!. and d-:'V('Ui(.ii tiii'ii!. 
Yet this Jii’in had i-i.'-- eii.ci.imi.i.-i.-: : so niin-li will [oo-c 
notions ccai ariiir.g glory, ;i;<led by a little, jiiiriiaiit y. 
mislead c-V(.-n .s'o::,-.ii)h! .l.-’ii-c CJbarle\oix .say.'., 

Celui do loLis, dont Ics grandes actions illustrerent 
da vantage les premieres amnSes du gouvernment de 
M, d'Ogeron, fut rOlonnois. Ses premiers sucefes 
DO 
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fiu-ont Kulvis (le qiielixiies inalheurs, ([iii no sorviront 
(jii'a clonuc'v im nouveau hisi-re jY sa gloire. The carorr 
of i.lii i Vi’.i.s by jlie rndians of iho 

co;i-! .>i’ Darien, on \v-!:ieli l-e Jia-I lauiled. 

'ria- jjiicirin.ot'i-s noiv i:i .soi-ii foi'iniilabie uuui- 

ber.-, tiial .Sr.aiii.';Ji io.vii'. on (;ho (’ou- 

/iao'K a,(i<l .‘niioag- lae Mmi-h of i.-ie V/ost luciio.s, 
.-'.iljiiiii :e(! i.o ]»ay f!:(au eoi'i i-ibiition. .N.ml at this 
liM'O, Ji liiiccanieoi' coaniiai a.:;'-, na.in(‘.i T'Luisvolt, inori* 
pi'ovifieiit and iiioisj aiiil;li ioiia iis ids views than any 
who preoedod 'nim, formed a project for foiuuling an 
iiulciiendont Buccaneer establishment. Of what coim- 
iry jMiinsvelt wms native, does not appear; but lui 
was so •■■■;. o', . ■ il,.: 711. •■‘.auucrs, that botli 

French i , '■ .1 nave him for theii- 

loader, 'liie his followers in his 

attempt:-' -• i- .i;-* • \. r probably English, 

as he L’C'v! t. .i; \ \\’’clshman, Juimod. 

Henry Morgan, who had made some successful cruises 
UxS a Biiccaueer, went with him as second in com- 
mand. The place designed by them for their estab- 
lishment, was an Island named vSta. Kaialina, or Provi- 
ucm.o, .siinaLCLl in latitude 1:7 21' N, about dO leagues 
to ilie Ear I ward of the l>b).s.|'.i:i,o .-horo. This Island 
is scarcely more than two leagues in its greatt.-si 
extent, but lias a harbour capable of being (aisily 
fortified against an enemy; and very near to its North 
end is a much snuiller Island. The, late Chai'ts assign 
Iho name of Sta. .iv'al.ili'ia to llxi small hslajid, and 
give to tlio larger Isliiad that of Old Providence, tlui 
epithet Old having been added to distinguish this 
from the Providence of the Bahama Isi.and.s. At i-lic 
time hlansvelt undertook his scheme of settlement, 
tins )Sta. Katalina, or Ih-ovidence Island, was occupied 
by f,he Spaniards, who had a fort and good garrison 
there. Some time in or near the year lOdl, Maiisvelt 
sailed thither from Jamaica, with fifteen vessels ami 
500 men. He assaulted and took the fort, which lie 
garrisoned with one hundred Buccaneers and all the 
slaves he had taken, and left the command to a 
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Freucliman, niuaed Le Sieiir Shiiou. At the end of 
l!i=! ciTiiso, he returned to Jamaica, inlc-ndiag to pro- 
ciir-i;: there, roerniui for his Settlement of Sta. Katalina'; 
but the Governor of Jamaica, however friendly to iho 
Riiccancci's whilst they made Jain<ai(.‘a tlieir home, 
saw inajiy reasons for dislihing Mansvelt’s jdau, and 
would rot oor''r«-t to h.''< i-aisiug men. 

Not i I'> ; a,:. :■» the Goveimor’s un* 

willing!'- . M"-.- .I-'- ■■■t' d for Tortuga, to try what 

.‘issistancG he could firocure thei'o ; but iu the passage 
he was E'.iddeidy l.-ihen ill, and died. T'or a. Icngih of 
lime after, Simon i-i-niained ai;- Sm. Katalina wiili b.i-; 
gaiTison, in continual (>N[)e('lai:i<in <>i‘ seeing or h.c ariiig 
from Mausvelt: instead of which, a large! SM.-mhii 
force arrived and besieged his forv. wli-en, U-aniing- of 
Mansvclt/a death, and seeing no ].rospoct of I'cceiving 
reinforcement or relief, he found himself oi'fig«.'d to 
surrender. 

The government in France had nppoinl-.'d <;(.iii 
niissioiiers on behalf of the French W"c.-:i-l nflian 
Company, to take all the Islands called the Frencli 
Antilles, out of the bauds of individuals, subjects 
of France, wh j had before obtained ]iossession, and to 
put them into the pojs^ossion of the saitl Company, to he 
governed according to such provisions as they should 
tliink proper. In February lO'j.^), M. d’OgfU'oii was 
appointed Oovernor of Tortuga, .and of Llie French 
.setrleniciits in Hi.'-p,a.niola, or St. Domingo, as the 
Island was now more coinuu)nly called. On his 
arrival at Tortuga, T ■■ F: ■■ ■ ;. '■ b there 

and in Hispaniola, d ■■ . ;:;ovorn 

in the name of the King of France, he shouhl lind 
j’ii.ilhfid and obedient- .'lubjc-cjs : b;ii. ilic-y would not 
iudanii; tljiuiisclves l,o .any t'v.ci-jri.'iy : .-o..] jn no case 
would they consent; to the prohibiting iheir trade witii 
the Hollanders, Mvith whom,’ said the Hucconeer, ‘wc 
‘have been in the constant habit of trading, a,nd were 
‘so before it was known iu France that there w;is a 
‘single Frenchman in Tortuga, or on the coast of 
‘St. Domingo.’ 
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li I T'Cic.i’.ii.=o to dissimulation to allay 

tliosc c.li.'Uioni.ttnis. Ho yioldt'd consent to the condition 
vospecl ini^ ttic ciuusucrco v.'iL’n the Dutch, fully resolved 
not to observe it longer than till his authority should 
bo suffioicntly established for him to brealc it Tvith 
safcl.j'^ ; and to secure the commerce within his govern- 
inmib exclusively to the French West-India Company, 
who, ivlien rid of all co7upetitors, -would bo able to 
fix their own prices. It was not long before M, 
d’Ogeron fudged <,ho opportn-i' y v i - ; :- ivod for 
c/iectiiig tliis revocation wil ■ ■ ; but it 

caused a revolt of the Fremoh i;t i . Domingo, 

ivlrich did not teianianto without bloodshed and an 
e-xecutioii ; ajul so partial as well as defective in 
principle -wore the h:M;o?‘ia!!.s who h.ive related the 
fact, that they liave ar. ih<! .same linu) commended 
31. d’Ogeron for his probity and simple manners. In 
tlio end, he prevailed in eshahJishing a monopoly for 
for the Company, to the injiu'y of his old companions 
the. French Buccaneers, with whom ho had at a I'onncr 
period as.soc{ated, and who had boon his benefactors in 
a time of his distress. 

On the death of Mansvelt, Morgan wns regarded as 
the most capable and most fortnnate leader of any of 
Urn. Jamaica Buccaneers. With a body of several 
hundred men, who placed themselves under his com- 
niarul, ho toolc and ]->lundered the town of Puerto del 
Principe in CU]V)a. A quai’rol h.appcned at this place 
among the Buccaneers, in which a Frenchman was 
t reacherously .slain by an Englishman. The French 
took to arms, to revenge the death of their country- 
man ; but M.orga.n pacified them by putting the 
mimdcrer in irons, and promising he should be 
delivered up to justice on their return to Jamaica ; 
which was done, and the criminal was hanged. But 
iu some other respects, the French were not so ^vcll 
fiatisiled with Morgan for their commander, as they 
had been with 3Iansvelt, Morgan -wnis a great rogue, 
and little respected the old proverb of, Honour among 
Thieves : this had been made manifest to the French, 
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;ui!i almost all of them sepaTaii-tl fi’om liim. 

Maracaibo was now a second liiiio pillaivoil oy ilic 
French Buccaneers, under Michel le Basque. 

^lor, lean’s next undertaking was against Porto Bello, 
one of the principal and best fortifiofl ports belonging 
to the. Spaniards in the AVest Iridios. ile Inid mnb ’' 
his (■Oinm.-.ufl only 460 men ; but- not liaving revc-.ilcd 
ids d.'dgi’ i.i he came on the town by 

snrprise. ii’ui I't i." r- .1. Sliockiug cruelties 

nreriMatod to ■ -i n -di. d in this expedition. 

Among many others, that a castle having made more 
rc'sislance than had been expected, INlorgan, after its 
surrendering, shut up the gairLsou in it, and eau.si'd 
iij-e to be set. to the magazine, destroying tlioreby Liio 
castle and the garrison togeiher. In the attack of 
another fort, he compelled a number of religious 
persons, both male and female, whoui he bad iahen 
■|.)ri.soncrp, to carry and ])lanb .scaling ladder.s again.st 
the wall.s ;,‘ai(l many of them were Idiied by those who 
defended tlie, Fort. The Ti i ’ ib;; cr.,1 liecame 
.ma-sters of the place, and lim i:-.- i! .:.;. id* tlieij- 
\ ictory corre.spouded w'ith their actions in obtaining 
it. Many pri.souors died nndor tortures im'Iiclcd on 
them to mu.ko them discover concealed treasures, 
whether they Jenew of any or not. A largo I'.aii.som 
wa.s also extorted for the town and in-isoiiers. 

This success attracted other Buccaneers, .among (hem 
l.ho I'rench again, to join Morgan ; and by a kind of 
circular notice they reudezvouseil in large force Tinder 
hi.s command at the Isla do la Ahica (by the Fn-ncli 
called Isle. Avacbe) near the SW part of Hispaniola. 

A lai'ge l.'i'PjToh Buccaneer ship wa.s lying aL. la, 
Vaca, Avliicli Avas not of this combination, thii cojtt- 
inander and ct'CW of Avhich refused to join Avitli Morgan, 
l-liougli much solicited. Alorgan wa.s a.ngTy, bin. 
dis.sc'mi/led, and with a sIioav of cordiality invilod the 
i'A'cnch captain and hi.s otlicers to an entertainment on 
boai’d lii,s own sliip. Vvheii they were liis guesls, thr'y 
fonnd themselves his prisoners: and their rIiIit, being 
left without officers, Avas taken AA'ithout resist a nci;, 
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j The men ])uL hy Morgiiu in charge of tJie ship, fell l,o 

’v tlrinkiug; aud, -whether from their drunkeiuiess and 

: negligence, or from the revenge of any of the prisoners, 

cannot be known, she suddenly ble-iv up, hy which 850 
I English Buccaneers, and all the Fi*enolunen on board 

' lier, perished. The history of the Buccaneers of Ainerica, 

iji Avliieh iho event is related, adds by -waj' of reniaik, 
‘Tims was this unjust action of Oaxjtain Morgan’, s soon 
j ‘followed hy divine justice ; for this ship, the largest 

' ‘jji his fleet, was blown up in the air, with 850 

‘ . Englishmen and all Llie F-v-n:'; This 

I comment seems to have tiiire 

I tlio rulicnlo lie has thrown . i. ) ■■.linale 

nnuiiier in which men sometimes pronounce mtsfortane 
to be a }.-)e(Mtliav judgment of God, in the dialogiKj he 
put into tlic mouths of Candido and Mai-tiu, o]i the 
1 wicked DiiteJi skipper being drowned. 

I From Lsla do la Vaca Moi'gan sailed with his fleet to 

1 Afaraciiiho and Gibraltar; whicli unfortunate Lown.s 

i were again sacked, lb was a frequent practice nitli 

' these dosijevadoes to seem-e their lu-isoncTS by shutting 

them up in charche.s, where it was easy to keep gnanl 
over Lhciu. This was done bj' Morgan at Miiracaiho 
and Gibraltar, aud with so little rare, for their sub,sis- 
(ance, that many of the prisoners wei’e actually starved 
to death, whilst their merciless victors ^vere rioting in 
the plunder of their liouses. 

IMorgan remained so long at Gibraltar, that the 
Spaniards liad tisne to r<--p;«ir and put in order a castle 
at the entrance of I'nc Liigiine of Maracaibo; and three 
large Sj-)auis3i ships of war arrived and totjk stations 
near the castle, by which they lioiied. to cut oil’ the 
I'clreat of the pirates. The Buccaneer Histories gi-s-e 
Morgan much credit here, for his management in 
extricating his fleet and from their difficnJi. 

situation, which is related, to have been in tin' 
following manner. He converted one of his vosst Is 
Into a fire ship, but so fitted up as to preserve the 
appearance of a ship intended for fighting, and clnnifjs 
of -^N-ood were stuck up in her, dressed wilh hats on 
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to reseBible men. By means of this ship, the rest of 
his fleet following close at hand, he tonic one of the 
Spanish ships, and destroyed, the two others. Still there 
rejn.ained the castle to bo i^assod ; which he eJfoctcd 
without loss, by a stratagem which deceived flic 
Spaniards from their (.'.-i d; .' , ‘‘i, 

sight of the castle, he i"! ■! !.i' o. .:; • v.',= ,\, r. d v-..-, . 
and they rowed from r. ■ ■ .■» ;> j'.-u i o'' li,- ■ ' . ■ ■, 

which was well concealed by thickets. After waiting 
as long as might he supposed to be occupied in the 
landing, all the men lay down close in the bottom of 
the boats, except two in each, who rowed them liaclc, 
going to the sides of the slvli'.s which were farthest 
from the castle. ’■I'his la-ing j'('poated sevoi'a.! times, 
caused the S])aniards to bc.lLovo that the Bucea-noor.s 
intended an assault by land with their -whole force ; 
a.ijd they rn.'fdc disposition with tlieiv cannon .ac- 
cordingly, lea-ving the side of the castle towards the 
sea unprovicled. When it was night, and tlic obh 
tide began to make, Morgan’s fleet took up their 
anchors, and, without setting sail, it being Tuoonlight, 
they fell down the river, uuporceived, till they were 
nigh the castle. They then set their sails, and fired 
upon the castle, and before the Spaniards could bring 
their guns back to retui'n the fire, the ships were, pa si. 
The value of the booty made in this expedition was 
250,000 ijieces of eight. 

Some minor actions of the Buccaneers are omitted 
hero, not being of sulTicieiit con.-jc'iuence to excuse 
detaining the .l?eadci', to whom will next be I'elated 
one of their most remarkable exploits. 
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CHAPTER VI 


Treaty ot America. Expedition of the Buccaneers against Panama. 
Exqucnielin’s I-li«tory ol the American Sen Rovers. Misconduct oi 
tlic Eiirope.m Governors in the West Indies. 

Tv July 1G70, Av.a.s fonfiutlod a Tvoafy btsfctyocn Greiifc 
Hiitjun and tSpairi, made expressly vyith the intention 
of tormiiiiitiug the TjuccaiKtcr war, tmd of settling all 
disjuitus hotween tlie .su]>jocts of the two countries 
in America. It has been with this special sign iticatioii 
entitled the Irec'Jy e"d is the first wiiich 

.ippears to have by a- mutual tllsposition 

to estahli.sh peace- h* Indies. The articles 

piirticularly dircc;- I I are tho following: — 

Art. II. There shall ho an univer.sal peace and 
.sincere friojid.ship, as well in Aiiuu'ica, as in other 
parts, hetAveeii the Kings of (jvroat llritain .and Spitin, 
their heirs and successors, their kingdoms, plantafcioijs, 
&c. 

III. That all hostilities, depredations, &;c. shall ccfiso 
between the subjects of the said Kings. 

IV. The two Kings shall take cai-e that their sub- 
jects forbear all acts of hostility, and shall call in all 
commissions, lottei-s of ina-i-quo .and reprisals, and 
purii.sli all offenders, ol diging llaan lo make reparation. 

VJI. All past iiijuvios, on bov.h sides, sh.all be buried 
in oblivion. 

VIII. Tho King oC Groat Britaiji shall hold and 
enjoy all the hands, countries, &:c. he is now possessed 
of in America. 

IX. I’hc subjects on each side shall forbear trading 
or s.ailing to any places whatsoever under the dominion 
of the other, without particular licence. 

XTV. Particular ofieucos shall be repaired in the 
common cour.se of justice, and no reprisals made 
unless justice be denied, or unreasonably retarded. 

When notice of this Treaty was received in tlio 
West Indies, the Buccaneers, immediately as ol 
one accord, resolved to undeTt.ake some grand ex- 
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pedition. ^r..!iiy uccniTOiic'c^ fuu] irivo- ■ ' I :■ ./ rdr - 
l)etween Hu? i'ii;_di?h Jiiid rlic i'ri-:: ■ 

Indies ; buL lVroi-gaiv.=: as a i v ■ 

HO high, that adventurers from all parts .siguifiod their 
readiness to join him, and he api.-oiiired Cape TiI)!U'Oii. 
on the AVest of Hispaniola for tbe place oi; gerc-ral 
rendezvous. In consequence of this summons, in tin* 
beginning of December 1670, a fleet was colloc' cal 

under liis command, consisting of no less ilian ilurly- 
.s(won vesseLs of diiferent sizes, and above 2,000 men. 
Having so large a force, he held council with tlie 
prijDcipal command ors, .and proposed for their deter- 
juination, Arhich they shoidd attempt of the three 
places, Oartiia.gcna, A^era Cruz, and Panam.'r. Panama 
\SMS believed to be the richest, and on that Oitv the 
lot fell. 

A century before, Avheu the name of Buccaneer U'as 
not knoAvn, roving adventurers had crossed the Isthnitis 
of America from tlie AVest Indies to the South 
Sea; Init the faic of Oxnam and his conipanion.s 
deterred otliers froM* ilie like atiempr, nmil rlie lin.a: 
of the Buccaiiecr.s, v.-lio, as ilr-y inoivji.sod in nuiulx':-.'--, 
extended their cm ci-pri.sc'S, urged by a kind of 
necessity, the AVA^kl indies not, ruruLsbliig phmdei' 
suffleient to sati.sfy .so many urm, As'hose inodo.-i of 
expenditure were not less profUgiii.c than tlioiv means 
of obtaining were, violent and iuitj nitons. 

The rendezvous appointed by IMorgan fer 
his confederates avh.s distantfrom any t ;;[u. ii.j 
could prevent or imp'!.;!..: ibei:- opcrai Ions : ar.i'i w l'.il.-'- 
they remained on i.lu! ci).'-:: oM li.-qiauioi;., lie 
men to limit eaiih*, .■md cure ni.'ai,. lie .also H'.-m. 
vessels to coli.;!.i oia'ze, ai ihe s-.-ii li-meuis on .i;-.! 
Tierra Pinna. Specific .ari icl.-.^ of ag"-, ement ai-.-:'/' 
drawn up .and sub.scrih..-il io, fiiT i I-.e di.'i ribui .'u i.i 
plunder. AlorgiUi, a.s coiiimaud'*;' iu .uiu i', \v;i ; i-. 

l eceivo one lumdredf.Ji p.-n.-i- ; e.aeh i-.-i ;■! aivi was io ii.i'. . 
eight shares ; piovLsion w.is si ipul;,: ...j f;'.:- i.he m:-,iu!i‘.i 
and wounded, and rew.ird.- ior li-O'-;-. Avho sho'.il'.i 
particularly distinguish . Tl;e:;c nia Lier ; 
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bc'iiig soLLlotl, on Dorembcr the 16th, the whole iieet 
sailed from Gape Tiburoii ; on the 20th, tliey arrived 
at the Island Sta-, Kataliua, then occupied by the 
Spaniards, who had garrisoned it chiefly Avith criminals 
.sentenced to seiwe there by Avay of punishment. 
?irorgau Jiad fully entered into the project of IMantweli. 
1‘or forming an establishment at Sta. Katalina, and he 
AV'as not tlKi less inclined to it now that he considered 
himsedf as the liead of the Buccaneer.^. The Island 
surreudei'od iipon summons. It is related, tha.t at the 
request of tlie Governor, in Avhich IMorgan indulged 
him, a military f.arce Avas performed; Morgan causing 
eaunoii charged only Avith xDOAA'der to be fired at the 
fort, Avliich returned the like fire for a decent time, 
and then loAvcrcd their flag. 

^Morgan judged it Avould contribute to the success of 
Iho proposed expedition against Panama, to make 
himself master of (.he fort or castle of San .Lorenzo at 
i'he cntvauco of (ho Rh'or Chagre. Tor ilu's i.>uvpo.s«; 
he sent a doLachment of -100 men iiudor tiie coinmand 
of an old .Buceanoer named .Biovloly, mid in iJjc. mean 
time remained himself Avhli ilio main liody of his 
forces aL Sta. Kiif.-dina, (o avoid giving tI;o S|>anian!s 
cause 1o sn-pec:, hi.s further d('.'lgas. 

The ('a.-^i.Iij t.f (.!iagi'<; Avas .strong, l oth in ii.s wori;' 
and in sitnatAon, being Iriiili.- on ilie suminil; of a 
steep hill. It Avas A-aliautly assaulted, and no less 
valiantly defended. The Buccaneers W'ere once forced 
1.0 Tolrcat. They returned to tlio at(ack, and Avi'rc 
nearly a s(2cond tinu? driven back, Avhen a poAvder 
magazi.Tio in (he fort blow up, and the juischief and 
confusion thereby occasioned gaA'o the Buccaneers 
(qiportmiity to force entrance tln-ough llie breaches 
I hey had iiuuh?. The Governor of tlie ca.sf.le refused 
10 take quail er Avliich AA'as offered him by Ibo Buf- 
caiicer.s, a.s did also .some of the Spanish soldiia.s, 
Afore than 200 men of 811-AAlnch conqiosed the garrison 
Avore killed. The loss on the side of the Buccnneei s 
was ahoA'e 1.00 men killed outright, and 70 w’^ounded. 

On rc'cciving intelligence, of (lie castle being taken, 
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Morgan repaired -with the rest of his luoii from Sia. 
Katalina. He set the prisoners to work to repair the 
Castle of San Lorenzo, in which ho stationed a 
gaiTison of 500 men; he also appointed J.50 men to 
take care of the ships; and on the ISth of January 
1671*, he set forward at the head of 1200 nion for 
Panama. One party with artillery and stores em- 
barked in canoes, to mount the River Cliagro, the 
course of which is extremely serx^entino. At I, he end 
of the second day, hoAvever, they cpiittod the canoes, 
on ac(.‘oui:it of the many obstructions from trees 
which had Mien in the riv. . 'd 1 
Avas at this time in many p!;. ■ •. ; !.■■.• :■ .■■!;,■ ; Si,. : ■■ 
wiiy by Ifind was also :\i=..":! '■> t!'.'.' iia 
carriage of stores, that tbc canoes wore agfiin resorted 
to. On the sixth day, when they In-id exiiendod gro{i,t 
part of their tivavolliug store of provisions, they had 
the good fortune to discover a barn full of maize. 
They saw many native IiidiaiiS, who all kept at a 
distance, and it was in vain endeavom’cd to overtake 
some. 

On the seventh day they caino to a village called 
Cruz, the inhabitants of which had sot lire to their 
houses and fled. They found there, however, fifteen 
jars of Peruvian wine, and a sack of bread. The 
village of Cruz is ut the highest part of the KLvei- 
Chagre to which boats or canoes can .arrive. It 
was recltoned to bo eiglit leagues distant from 
Panama. 

On the ninth day of their journey, they (r.iuie in 
sight of the South Sea ; and here they were among 
fields in which cattle grazed. Towards evening, they 
had sight of the steeples of Pamima. In the course 
of their in.arch thus for from the Castle ol: Chagre, 
they lost, by being fired at from concealed jfiaees, t('n 

* It is proper to mention, lh.it an erroneously printed d.-ite, in 
English edition of Uio liuecanccrs of America, occasioned a mistake to lie 
made in the acrount given of IVarbronghs Voyage, re.spociing the lime 
the Buccaneers kept possession of Panama. See Vol. III. of Voyages 
and Discoveries in the South Se.i, p. 374. 
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men Icillctl ; and ns many more Trei’e wounded. 

Panama liad not the defence of rognlar fortifications, 
.Some Avorks had been I’n-isod, but in parts the city lay 
()})cn, and was to be won or doftMidc^d by ].)la.in figliL- 
ing. According to the Puccnneer accoimt, the 
(Spaniards Jiad about 20(10 infantry and dOO horse; 
Avhich force, it is to be snppo.sed, was in part com- 
posed of inlnibitante and slaves. 

Jainiary the 27th, e.arly in the morning, the Buc- 
caneers resinned their inarch towards the c-ity. The 
Spaniards came out to meet them. In this battle, (he 
Spaniards made use of Avild bulls, AA'hieh they dj'ore 
upon the Buccaneers to disorder their ranks ; but it 
doi's not apiiear to haA'c liad much effeet. In the end, 
the Sjianiards- gaA^o AA’-ay, .and before night, the 
Jhiccaneors Avere masters of tlie city, All that day, 
the JJiiocaineers gaA'e no rjuai'tor, either during the 
battle, or afterwards. Six Imndred S]uiniards fell. 
The Buccaneers lost many men, but the number is not 
Hjiiicified. 

One of the first precautions taken by 3Ioi'gan after 
his Auctory, Avas to jireveut drunlceijncs.s among his 
men: to Avliich end, he iiroenved to Iuia'c it reported to 
him that all the Avino in the city had been })oi.soiUid 
by the inhabitants ; and on the ground of this iutelli- 
gonee, ho slaixdly jn-ohibited eA'ery one, under severe 
jamalties, from tasting Avine. Before they had Avell 
fixed their quarters in Panama, .sovei-al jjarts of fhu 
city hur.st out in flames, w'hich spread so rapidly, thai. 
in a short time many magnificent edifices built AviUi 
cedar, and a great part of the city, AA'^ere. hurnt to the 
ground. Wlietiier this Avas done dosignediy, or 
happened accidiuitally, OAving to the consti.-rnation of 
tbc inhabitants during the assault, has heem disputed. 
Morgan is accused of having directed some of his 
people to commit this mischief, but no moth'e is 
assigned that could induce him to an act which cut 
off his future jirospect of r.-iusom. Morgan charged it 
upon the Spaniards ; and it is acknoAvledged the 
Buccaneers gaA^'e all the assistance they were able to 
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(hose of fhe iuhahitanfcs wlio en(loav’’oum' -I..:'- ‘1 
luogress of the fire, 'w; " il. ■■!■ ■■ ■ = '‘ '. i . 

burn near four weeks i. w ■ 

Among the building • ; ! v . v- 

house belonging to the Genoese, who then earrieii 
on the trade of supplying the Spaniai'ds witti slaves 
from. Africa. 

Th(j rapacity, licentiousness, and (iriU'Uy of the 
T}ucca,ncers, in their pillage of Panama, had no 
bounds. ‘They spju-ed,’ says the narrative of a Buc- 
caneer named Exqueuielin, ‘in these their cruelties no 
‘sex nor condition whatsoev’or. As to religious joersoii.s 
‘a,iul pricst.s, they gr.antcd them less ciuaricr than 
‘others, unless they lu-ociircd a consiilerahle suiii of 
‘ money for their ran.som.’ .Morgan sent detachments 
to scoiir the conr.liy loi* piundo;-, jo ,1 i-,,' iv 

prisoners from whom I'ansom 3 ■ ;.'m 
iVrariy of the inhahitants escaped v i,‘ 's-, i-y 

sea, and went for .shelic-r »;o the Islands in the Bay of 
Panama. Morgan found a large boat lying aground 
in the Port, which he caused to be launched, and 
iTiaiiiied with a numerous cj'ew, and so.iit lier to cruis(' 
among the Islands. A gateon, on boai’d which llio 
women of a co33vcnt had taken refuge, and in which 
money, plate, and other valuable elTects, had been 
lodged, very 3ia.rrowly esca]3od falling into their 
hands. They in.nde prize of several vessels, one of 
which was well adapted for ciMiisiim-. 'I'iils (.peued ;i 
new pi'ospect; and some of liu? Biieeciicer.- bi gau lo 
consult how they might (piit 3Jorgan, and seek t.lieir 
fortunes on the South Sea, whence tJiey proposed to 
sail, Avifh the phmder’ they sbould o1)(.;iin. by tlui Bast 
Indies to Europe. Bin Moiga;i ie;.vi\>!l 3)otice of 
their design before it coiiid be pu; in i'xecution, and 
to iwevent siicli .a dinii.tu!!.iou of liis force, he ordtuvnl 
the masts of the ship to he cut away, and all llie 
boats or vessels lying at Panama which could suit 
their purpose, to be burnt. 

The old city of Panama is said to have coirtained 
7(XX) houses, many of which were magnificent edifices 
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l)iiil(-, AviLh codar. On Mui 2-l(li of J'Yljriiavy, .^torgan 
and lii.s innn depavted fvom its ruins, taking with 
thoiu 175 mulos ladoji wifcli sj)oil, and GOO jjrisoners, 
some of them eawying inulhen--, and others for 
whose release ransom wa.': expi-eicd. Among the 
la lor wore many \vom'..-n Jiiid ehilihen. 'J.'hese poor 
creatures were designedly cii'ised lo siijVi?r extreme 
hunger and thirst, and kept under apprehensions of 
ln'ing carried to Jamaica to be sold as slaves, that 
(hey migld. the more earnestly endeavour to procure 
money to Ijc hrouglit for their ran.s<jm. ^Vhen some 
of the wouien, upon their knees and in loars, begged 
of ]\l'orga,n to let them return to their families, his 
answer to tluim W'as, that ‘he came not there to 
listen to erics and lamentations, but to seek money.’ 
jVIoj'gan’s thirst for money was not restrained to seek- 
ing it among hi.? foes. Fc had a liancl equally ready 
for tha.t of his fr'ionds. Neitlier did he think In's 
ii'iends people to be truvsled; for in the middle of the 
march liack to Ohagre, he drew up his men aiid 
caused tJiein to he sworn, that they had not reserved 
or concealed any plunder, hut liad delivered all fairly 
into the common stock. Tliis ceremony, it seem.s, was 
not uncustomary. ‘ fi i (' i "’T i, ;, . having had 
‘experience that those loose fellows would not iniicli 
‘sliokhi to swear falsely in such a ca.so, he commanded 
‘every one to he seavchod : and that it might not he 
‘esteemed an affront, he permitted himself to be lirsl. 
‘searched, even U> i!u; very of his shoes. The 

‘ French Baccanctrs who had t-ugagi d on thus exjjedi- 
‘tion with Morgan, were not well satisfied with thi.s 
‘new enstom of searching; hut their number being 
‘loss than tliat of the Engli.sh, they were forced lo 
‘submit.’ On an‘i\ing at Cbagre, a division was 
made. The narriitivc say.s, ‘cviuy person received his 
‘portion, or rather what part thereof Captain Morgan 
‘was pleased to give him. For so it was, that his 
‘companions, even those ox his own nation, coiii- 
‘ plained of his proceedings ; for they judged it 
‘impossible that, of so many valuable robberies, no 
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‘ gi-eatei’ share should belong to tliciii than 200 pieces 
‘of eight per head. 3Jut Captain Morgan M^as denJ; 
‘ 1,0 these, and to many other coniidaints of the same 
‘ kiiul..’ 

As Morgan was not disposed to allay the discontents 
of his men hy coming to a more open reckoning with 
them, to avoid Laving the matter pressed upon 
him, ho determined to wiihdraw from his eoinniand, 
‘nhich he did without calling any council, or Lidding 
‘ any one adieu ; but wont secretly on hoai'd his own 
‘shill, and pnt onb to sea Avithmit giving noiice, being 
‘ followed only by three or four vessels of t.ho wlio](i 
‘fleet, who it is beUevc'd weni slia.res with him in tlu- 
‘greatest part of ilu- sjioil/ 

The rest of th(' Ihiccfincor v< syels soon sef fava leil, 
Morgan went to .lamaica,. juul bad l.egnn lo nier. 
to go with him to liui ^^ta. Ivaiiiiina, r. liieli he. 

purposed to liold as his own, and to make it a com- 
mon place of refuge for pi)-ai.es : when Ilu.- .'UTli-a.i of 
a new governor at Jamaica, .I.Mid .loini W-: ligliaii. 
with orders to enforce the late uvjily with 
obliged him io relinoui.^li his plan. 

The foivgobig acconni of iho dcsi ru<‘{,ic,'n of IhiiiaMia 
hy Moi-gan, i.s taken fi*i<in a lii-stovy of iho .'l{ticcaMC(-i> 
of America, wi-ihcn originally in the Diivch lajigmage 
liy a Buccaneer nained lA-fjiie.mo.'in, a.jid at 

Amsterdam in bJTS, with ilm tiile of l.)o Amt-ricaeriw-hc- 
Zee Boovers. Exquenielin's hook (‘.(mtains only partial 
accounts of the uciions of some of the principal 
among the Bnccaneoj‘.s. lie has set forth the valour 
disj)1ayed by them in the most advantageous light; 
hut goncrally, what lie lias related is credible. Ilis 
inhstoiy lia.s boon translated into all tbc European 
Jauguages, but with varitins additions and alteration.s 
by the Iranslators, each of whom has inclined to 
maintain the military reputation of hi.s own nation. 
Tlie Spani,sh translation is entitled Pirata.s, and ha.s 
the following short complimentju-y I’oem lu-ellxod, 
addressed to the Spanish editor and emendator 
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De Agamenon cant<5 !a vicia I-Ioint-ro 
y de Eiicra lo piadoso 

CainoSs de Gama el carso pre.surosi- o 
Clongor.-i ci brio de Colon Volero. 



"I’ljo traiiylabiou is pniitlecl Lcs Avant uricrs 

fini so snnfc sigoaloz dans les Tndos, and contiiins 
actions of tho .French .Flilnisfcioiy which ai ‘0 nob in 
.!i].\-qnpjao.lin. The like has hccn done in the English 
tTansIabion, which has for title The r>uc;vniors of 
America. The English translator, siieakirig of the 
sacking of Fanama, has expressed liinisclf with a 
strange , mixture of boasting and compunctions feeling. 
"J’his account, he says, contains the unpai’alloled and 
l>old exploits of Sir Henry iMorgaii, written by one of 
the .Buccaneers udio was present at those tragedies. 

It has been rouia.rkcd, that the treaty of America 
rnvnishes an apology for the enterpruses of the 
Muccuiioers iirevions to its notification ; it being so 
worded as to admit an inference that the English and 
Spaniards were antecedently engaged in a continual 
war in Amciica. 

The new Governor of Jamaica was authorized and 
instructed to proclaim a general pardon, and in- 
demnity from }>ro3ecution, for all piratical offences 
committed to that time; and to grant 35 acres cit 
land to every Buccaneer w-ho shoiild claim the benefit 
of the praclamution, and Avould promise to apply 
IrimaelE to planting: a iiica.siiro frojii which Uie most 
licnolicial c!Tect.g might have been expected, not to 
Llio British colonists only, but to all around, in turning 
a number of able men from destructive occupations 
to useful and productive pursuits, if it had not been 
inado subsiii'viciib to sordid, views. The author of the 
History of Jamaica says, ‘Tliis offer was intended as 
‘ a lure Lo engage the Buccaneers to come into port 
(55 K 
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‘witli their effects, that the Governor might, and 
‘which he was directed to do, take from them the 
‘tenths and fifteenths of their booty as the dues of 
‘the Crown [and of the Colonial Covorincc:!/.] for 
‘ granLlng them commissions.’ Those who had neg- 
lected to obtain commissions would of course have to 
make their peace by an increased ciii.ijsfjsii ion. In 
: I ■- . 1 proced’ i le, I ’n' .r.vnsaica 

i! ; ■ ^ » taxed, kept aloof from 

Jamaica, and were provoked to continue their old 
occupations. Jlost of (hem jiiiiicrl the French Flibus- 
licrs at Tortuga. Some were afterwards .‘liun'i'liemli il 
at .Tamaiea, where thoy were In-ought to trial, con- 
demned .Ts i)irai'o.-:, and execiited. 

A war which was entered into by Great Britain 
and France against Holland, finmished for a time 
employment for the Buccaneers and F]ibusticr.s, and 
procured the Spaniards a <i!Ov{; ri-.-pile. 

In 1073, tlm French jurde .-mi aliciuiu-; io take the 
Island of Curaf;ao from the Dutch, and failed. M. 
d’Ogeron, the Governor of Tortirga, intended to have 
joined in this expedition, for which pmposo he sailed 
in a ship named TEcneil, manned with 300 Plibustiers ; 
but in the night of the 2oth of February, she i-aii 
aground among some small islands and rocks, near the 
North side of the island Porto Rico. The people got 
safe to land, but wore made close prisoners by the 
Spaniards. After some months imprisonment, M. 
d’Ogeron, with three otliors, made theii' (\scape in a 
canoe, and got back to Tortuga. The Governor 
General over tlic French Ti~c.s:-I:;dia Islands at that 
time, wa.s a M. de Baas, '.viio .sen-:.- to Porto Rico to 
demand the deliverance of the French detained there 
prisoners. The Spanish Governor of Poj-to Rico retpured 
3,000 pieces of ciglit to be paid for expenses incurred. 
De Baas ■. :■ . '! =■ \ i. ; 

sent an a ■ : : ! ' = ■ ‘'.u.; ■ ! : . : ■ 

sum; but they c.amo to no agreoniMii. r\L iVOgeret! Im 
llio mean time collected iivc lumdi-ed jn.-'ii in T'l.'i' ug.-, 
and Hispaniola, with v.-e.oin be emlvirUed in /* i-mrili'-r 

m 
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of small vessels to pass over to Por(;o Rico, to 
c-ndeavour tlio ivrioas.? of liis shipwrecked companions ; 

i. ii:-, by ror.Oi>.“e,l i.-.i:.i|5f;.sis. several of his flotilla wore 

j. “i)!-cofl b::i.,;!v-, and ho io.‘u*l;ed Porto Rico with only three 
hundred men. 

On their landing, the Spanish Governor pnt to death 
all his French prisouei’s, except seventeen of the 
officers. Afterwards in an (“jig.igcment v/iili (he 
i' lo.'i .Ci'rorlcrn iru-p, ,■>=»(; "onmi 

! '■ ■■■ ■■! : ..1 I -' ;'i.".lciei!i.- lo force! ilie Spiinicrd.i 
terms; upon Avhich he wiihdrov/ s'l-oiii I’ori.o Ivici', iir:d 
returned to Tortuga. Ti;e .'Ovt r!i.e<!ii Ih oisch oiriceiv! 
that were spared in the of liio i)!’i.-ioaev.>, tlic 

Governor of Poito Rico pm; on b-'jsrfl a ^■e^■sr'l 'oomni 
for llie Tieri-a Firma, with ti’.e inteiul:'):! of tnu is port- 
ing them to Peru; but from lira!: fa.'e ih'’y wore 
delivered by meeting at sea wiruan Dngf.'sh Pnccaueer 
cruiser. Thus, by tlm .I’l'oncJj (jo-.-orTior CJejiCiviJ 
disputing about a trilling iwil.-inc.e, tiiroo Imndi’od of- 
the French Jjuccaneor.s, ubilsi; onij.loyed for i.Ui'; 
r’-:-'-..-h k’ug’' "■-■r-rfe? under one of his officer'.?, wero 
'1 ■.it'-, 


CHAPTER VII 

Thomas Peche. Attempt of La Sound !.'> c.-i-'i-. iha Tsl 5 '."v,!s ,tF America. 
Voyatje of Antonio de Vea to the Sir.-.i'. of Various 

Adventure? o/ the Buccaneers, in the West Indies, to the year 1679. 


In* 1673, Thomas Peche, an Englishman, fitted out a 
ship in England for a piratical voyage to the South 
Sea against the Si>aniai‘ds. Previous to tiiis, Peche 
had been many yo.^r3 a Buccaneer in the West Indies, 
and tlierefore his voyage to the South Sea is mentioned 
as a Buccaneer expedition ; hut it was in no nuniner 
connect, cd with any enterpriso in or from the West 
Indies. The only information wo have of Peche’s 
voyage is from a. Spani-sh author, Seixa.s y Lovera ; 
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ami by tlna ifc may be conjectured that Peche sailed 
to the Aleutian Tsles.* 

About this time tlie French. West-India (Company 
was siippressed ; but another Company wa.s at the 
same time erected in its stead, and under the 
unpi’omishig- title of Ooui]iagnie des Permiers du 
doniaiiie d’Occ i ticn t. 

Since the plmidering of Panama, the imaginations 
of the Buccaneers had been continually running on 
(‘xpeditions to the South Sea. This was well known 
to the Spaniards, and produced many forebodings a, ml 
prophecies, in Spain as well as in Peru, of great in- 
vasions botJi by sea and land. The alarm was increased 
by an attempt of a French Buccaneer, named Ln 
Sound, with a small body of men, to cross over land 
to the South .Sea, La Sound got no farther than the 
town of Otieapo, and was driveti l.)i)ck. Dampioi* 
relates, ‘ Before my going to the South Seas, i being 
' then on board a privateer off Portobel, ^ve toolc 
* a pa.olcet from Oarthagena. We opened a great 
‘ many of the merchants’ letters, several of which iii’ 
‘form-1 i1 vlr eo:-<v ••m i.: <. r nionhe. 

‘that wm" Sj..- i' - i \< ".v. ib-‘ n ('I v.l;',!. 

‘was, !'•■;■•)■ ps a.,- ,:, ■••• I; l!;: Wc-i fm.'!'-- 

‘ would that year open a door into the South Seas.’ 

In 1675, it was reported and believed in Pei’u, that 
strange ships supposed to be .Pirate.s, had been seen on 
the coast of Chili, and it was apprehoiidod that they 
designed to form an e.stablishment there. In conse- 
quence of this information or rumoin*, the Viceroy 
sent a sbij) from Pez'U, under the command of .Don 
Antonio de Vea, accompa-nied with small barks a.s 
tenders, t'^ the Gulf do la Saiitissaua 

Trinida-: . :■■■.! io ■•■.-r -. ,! . hence to llie Wh-.-t i.'niranci: 
of the "'i ..-.h a De Vea made examina- 
tion at those ;;•>] icd, from the 

poverty of the i.-o-;. -a* Iv.-t.-u, of Europeans 

(•(.mid he maintained there. One of the Spanish harks, 

* Theatre Naval Uyclrcprrapliico. Cap. xi. See also of Pcche, in Vol, 
III, of South Sea Vo3-affc.s and discoveries, p. -^gs. 
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with a crew of sixteen men, was wrecked on the 
siuail Tsliinds called Evangelists, at the 'West entrance' 
(>r the 8<raii:. De 'Vea rejiu-ned to Oallao in -April 
1 '.iTfl. 

! ■.■ailic ill ! ii:s!-a!ii,,i;'j had jigniii rnuKiplied so 

imicli as to z’cvivo tho hnsiness of inmiing and tha 
boncan. In lOTCi, some Fretieli who had. InibiLation.s in 
j the Peninsula of Samaiia (the NE p;u*t of Hispaniola) 

' made iuenrsions on the Spaniards, ai’d phniderid oii.i 

:)f their villages. Not long afK-ivva i.-d-., tin; iSpaniacils 
learnt that in Samana tho.'-o wi-re only woni'-n and 
children, the men being all on tiie cini.c.(; ; ci.ii 

that it would be ea:-y to surprise no;: only iln* hfibira- 
lions, hut the .linn also, wlio laid Iioinan ai. a 
place called Iho thmnd .''lonniain. Tl'.i':; iii.i Sj)anii!i-.,ls 
. oxeented, and with .such fu'i! ind'dgenen t.o ihoir v.'isJi 

I t,o extiipa.tc tlie French in Jl'[ispani<-)Ia, that iliey pni, 

; to the .sword every one they found at boiii placo.s. 

The Fx’euch, in consoc(uenco of this inifcforni.’ie, 
strengthened tlieir fortilicfuiioua at Fapo l-'iiUi(;;ois, 
and made it their principal ostali'.isliinent in the 
Island. 

In 1678, the Fi'ench again undertook an expedition 
against the Dutch Island Cnvaciii;, with a large fleet 
of the French king’s ships, tinder the command of 
Admiral the Count d’Etr^es. The French Court wcrii 
■ so earnest for the conquest of Curasao, to wipe olf the 
■ disgrace of the former failure, that t!ie Governor of 

IPortiiga was ordered to raise l:K)i) men to join the 
: Admiral d’F.t].v'i'-. Tin* king’s i!(,-.)p3 within his 

gnvernmeni did iiot oxia.i-.i ilCii ll•..'i! : jiev-erdn'less, the 
[ GoveriKir colic.:! ‘-d i.liO iiOiiitK :- .•■c.niirt d, the Flihustiers 

I willingly engaging in ilie i>N|ii-dii.io:i.. Part of ihem 

; c.mbarked on board the king’s ships, and part in i.heir 

= own crnisirig vessels. Dy luistake iii the jiavigation, 

d’lil trees ran ashore in the. middle of the night on 
: some small lsl.es to the East of Curacao, called de 

? Ave.s, which are suTTOnnded with brcaleer.s, and eigh- 

^ teen of bis ship.s be.sides .some of the Fiibnstier ves.sels, 

* N'.}t. Jt; I:is I!k}i. Jjag'.il, ):. 268, of 1^1. Viage al Esirerho. 
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■were wrecked. The crews were saved, excepting about 
300 inen. 

The OriraQao expedition being thus terminated, the 
Flibustiors who had engaged in it, after saving as 
much as they could of the wrecks, went on expedi- 
tions of their own i V‘- to seek comnensntiou for 

their clisappomtmer ■ i i — . Some Iiinded on ('uIjm.. 
and pillaged .Puortc) del Principe. One party, under 
Gramnont, a leader noted for the success of his 
enterpinses, went to the Gulf of Venezuela, and the, 
ill-fated toivns Maracaibo and Gibraltar were again 
plundered; but what the Buccaneers obtained W’^as not 
of mucli value, In August this year, France 
concluded a treaty of peace with Spain and 
Holland. 

The Government in Jamaica had by this time relfipsod 
to its former projjensities, and again encouraged the 
Buccaneers, end shared in their gains. One crew of 
Buccaneers carried there a vessel taken from the 
Spaniards, tb.o cargo of which i)roduced for each man’s 
share to the value of 400Z. After disposing of the 
cargo, they bm?nt the vessel ; and ‘ having paid the 
‘Governor Itis duties, they embarUe.; for 
where, added the author, ‘some of ■! ■. '‘‘i ... ! 

‘ reputatioti to this day.*^’ 

As long as l-he u'ar iiad lasted between hVance and 
Spain, tlie Fi'onch Buccaneers had the advantage of 
being lawl'iil inivateers. An Eaiglish Buccaneer relates 
‘ We met a French private ship of war, luounting 
‘ eight guns, who kept in our conipariv some daj^’a 
‘ Her commission was only for three months. We 
‘ shcns'^ed him our commission, which was for three 
‘ years to come. This we had purchased at a r.heai) 

• rate, having given for it only ten pieces ofelgi*!, ; buL 
‘ the tj-Lith of the thing was, that our commission was 
‘ made out at first only for three months, the same 
‘ date as the Frenchman's, whereas among ourselves 
‘ we contrived to make it tha,t it should seiwe for 
‘ three years, for with this we were resolved to scu^k our 

* ljin.v:ii-ictrs of Amcric:-., P:irl III. Cli, xi, 
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‘fortunes.’ Whenever Spain was at war with another 
European Power, ad venturers of any country loand no 
difficulty in rhe 'WV-st ludics in jM-ociirlnij vO?ii!i!i.ssi(.)r’..s 
to war against the Sininiarils : v.iiii;!\ coMiiii- siou, 

and carrying alol't li'c flag of ilic: tiaih'!! hosiile to 
they assusne-l l.!i;it, lih-y wci'e lawful enemies. 
Snell pi'et(!!;siou.s (Lid i lioin sii;;i!l .s'.jrviee if they fell 
into the Ijaiiiis of the Spariiunli : but they were, 
allowed in the ports of lienlral iiiitiyti.«, v.-;ii,.!h bene- 
lltted by being made the juart of the Ihiecatu-ijr prize 
goods ; and the Buccaneers thought tbemseh'es well 
recompensed in having a ready market, and the 
.security of the port. 

The enterprises of the Buccaneers on the Tieiaa. 
Firma and other’ parts of the American Continent, 
brought them into frequent interooiirse with the 
natives of those parts, and jiroduced friendships, anil 
.sometimes alliances a.gainst the Spaniards, with whom 
each were alike at constant enmity. But there some- 
times happened disagreements beiwoen ihem iuiil ihu 
natives. Tlio Buccaueer.s, if they Wiintod j.'i-o\'i-;ior!.s or 
assistance from the Indians, had no objociion lo pay 
for it, when they had the means: nor lia.l ibe native..^ 
objection to supply them on coiitiifioii, a,ud 

occasionally out of pure good w;!’. J.Vv.'-cMui-er-! 

nevei’theless, did not always ri.-fraln .Voiu lr.'l|)i:jg 
themselves, with no other leave lin ir owr. 

Sometime before f-l . 's’ . i . • i‘: .i-i ... they 

had given the liiii.. : ■ ‘ I • i ■! ■■ ; but 

shoTily iil'Lei' thai (■xpR=ii!.iii:!, i.bi-.y were reeosieiled, in 
(■onset I’.KitKM (Jl wlii.'*!!, Ii'h: J iariou .Liidiaiis had assi.-^ted 
I.:i. .Sound, in .Ui7S, riiey gave assistance to anotb.er 
parly of i'’libu3Lier.s, wiiicii went against (/heii.po, under 
a French Co plain named Boui-nano, fi nd (slfcrtid to 
conduct them to a place called Tocamoro, 'where they 
said the Sijaniards had much gold. Bournano did not 
think his force sullicient to take a(:lvautage of their- 
offer, hut promised he would come again and be 
bettor provided. 

Ill 3.(579, throe Buccaneer vessels (two of thorn ICnglish 
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and one French) joined in an attenipi/ to plunder 
!^,■>r^o Ecilo. They iaiidod men at such a dista,n<>o 
from the town, that it oci'iii-.ied tir-ni three nights in 
I .y, .. f'v ing the day lay concealed in 

they rc;;.-i;i:!i iJ. Just as they came 
, . ,i :■ I. V were disco vei-ed by a negro, who 

ran before, to give intelligence of their emuing; liu(, 
the Buccaneers were so qni.-\’.s r i ; il . \ 

got i)os.session of the town i--. .■ ■ ' . ..I-'- c,- : . 

lake any step for their defence, and, being unac- 
fpiaintcd with the strength of the enemy, they all fled, 
"the Buccaneers remained in the town collecting 
plunder two days and two nights, all the time in 
appi'chension ihat the Spaniards would ‘pour in the 
country’ upon their small force, or ini ercepi’ tlieir 
retreat. TJiey got back however to iliei'' .siii[-.:i un- 
molested, and, on a division of the booty . sli;rL;.ii lfl() 
pieces of eight to each man. 


CHAPTER YTH 


.Ml".;'.!!!!', of liucjjiiicer.s at ilio .S;i-!i’>ar.iiii, a:i.l Ci.'l.Ktis r-O.-iitJ, Party formed 
by liie Pi'.^'iisii itii.’T.T-.i oi;. i.) cr.i.ss Ibc Sv-mo account ot 

the Native Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore. 

IMMEDIATT3L,-Y after the plutid vr •: B . 

munher of Buccaneer vessels, I ' !.■ . i'-.i i i i, r 'i. 
on the report which had i ■ i is.. ! y « 
.Bournano, assembled af. the S..'. ( :■ i ! ■■ , ' 

Bias, near the coast of Darier. l.- : - ;■ < . - : ‘. 

was commanded by Bournano. 'i'--. I--.-. iv 

received them as friends an.! .■ . i ;■ 

disapproved the project of go' ‘ . ' 'i'.,, 

way thither, they said was nu= i: ‘ = ■■■ ■. 

a long tract of iminhahited country, in whicli it would 
be difficult to find subststcnce aiul in.stoad of Ts'ca- 
moro, they advised going against the city of rauama. 
Their repre.^^eniation caused the de.t^igti upon 'i’oeamoro (o 
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bogivfii iij). Tiio J-lnglibli lb:- ai:lii! i;ing 

Panam.-i : bwi. I iso objocied P' i h-:: lojigMi 

i1h‘ njaivi- : ai!!l sai 1:1" .iaudirb and 

riVMf.-Ii ra "ti, !bo .ring:!;-].! Pii-'i;! fa'i'is gcing lo 

ail .i-!;'ih! cali".! by li.-Mi {J.iM.-n l.-laiai. vb'cii i:! iba 
luo;:;. I ;ivi« i-u of I Isi' Saiiibalia::. ii' !H>! liia'iioj-ly 

io be sail?, (n l/m; vra-n? (u' ab ihi‘ ^^nninilino. 

’^S’iiboiir ! iio a.'.-iisi.aiaa; oi i li,? Paiiaiiia 

too givai ail iiii([>.'i!.aki:;g. "bey vecr-.i iiowavi': . 

>^n ei-ii^siny ili-j Isibiiiiis: ajul ai iJio j-i.!fMiaa!!':inai iiHi 
()!■■ ibe.'v !‘i-i:Mida, they determined to visit ;l 

.■S|i;i.iii>ri Loa‘.-ii namail Santa Maria, sitnated on tlie 
bsuibs of a river J bar- ran into the South Sea. The 
SjiaiiiaTj.'i keiii, a ''ood gandson at Santa Maria, on 
accoi.ii!;, oT gold -v birh was collected fi*om mountains 
in its neighbourhood. 

The Buccaneers who engaged in this expedition wore 
the ereivs of seven vc.ssels, of force as in the fonowing 
list : 


Guns Men 

A vessel of 8 and 97 comiii.andei .1 iiy John Coxon. 
— 25-107 ... - IVter Harris. 


— 0-24 .... Robert AUestoo, 

— 0-20 .... Macket, 

Tt was set I led that Alloston and Market, with •'!“> men. 
t lieniselve.s included, should be loft to guard the vessels 
iluring the absence of those who went on the exjiedi- 
tion, which Avas not expected to be of long eontimt- 
aiice. These ]niiiter.s Avere arranged at Golden Island 
and agreement made with the Darien Indians to 
furnish them Avith subsistonco during the march. 

'^Villia^n JDampier, a soa.inau at that time of no 
eelehrity, Init of good observation and experiimce, 
AA'as among these Buccaneers, and of ihe^ party to 
cross the I.sthmus ; as Avas Lionel \Yafcr, since well 
knoAAUi for his Description of the Isthmus of Darien, 
Avlio had engaged Avith them us surgerm. 

■ 7 :^ 
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In this party of Buccaneers were also some native 
Americans, of a small tribe called Musipiiro Indians, 
who inhabited the sea coast on cM-ch side of Cape 
Gracias a Dios, one way towards the river San Juan 
de Nicaragua, the other towards the gulf of Houdiiras, 
which is called the Mosciuito Shore. If Etxropeans 
had any j)lea in ;ju~i.iiicai ion of their hostility against 
i.ho .S|)j.miiir{i'; in che West Indies, much more had the 
nalive AuK-ricans. The Mosquito Indians, moreover, 
had long been, and were at the time of these occm*- 
rences, in an extraordinary degree attached to the 
English, ii'.somiicli ihat voluntirily of their own choice 
l.hey acknn^vle^lge^l liie King of Great Britain for 
tbeir sovc.'reign. Tlicy were an extremely ingenious 
people, and were groaiiy esteemed by the European 
.TrvMinen in tbc West Indies, on ju-coMiii oii llu/ir givai 
expertness in the use of the harpoon, and in lahing 
turtle. The following character of t hcni is given by 
Dampier: ‘These Mosqnito Indians,’ he says, ‘are tall, 

‘ well made, strong, and nimble of foot ; long visaged 
‘ lank black hair, look stern, and are of a dark copper 
‘ complexion. They are but a small nation or family, 

‘ They are very ingenious in throwing the lance, or 
‘ luu’poon. They have extraordinary good eyes, and 
‘ will descry a sail at sea, farther than we. For these 
‘ things, they are esteemed and coveted by all privat- 
‘ eers ; for one or two of tht m in a ship, will some- 
‘ times maintain a hundred men. When they come 
• among privateers, they learn the use of guns, and 
‘ prove very gciod inai-ksmon. They behave themselves 
‘ bold in fight, and arc never seen to flinch, or hang 
‘ back ; for they think that the white men with whom 
‘ they are, alsvays know better than tiu-y do, wlien p. j..; 

‘ best to figln : and be ih.e disadvaniage nevei' so g.-ent, 
‘they do not give back Avhileany of iiieir ]>;u-:,y .stand. 
‘These Mossiuiio men are in general very kind io iii." 
‘English, of wiiom tliey receive a great il.-ai. oi' 
‘respect, both on l>oard tlieir si-dps, and on si ion.-, 
‘either in .'Jaiaaica. or (dsewhere. ^^■e always Inimoir.- 
‘ them, letting Llunn go any where as tliev and 
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‘return to their country in any vessel bonucl that 
‘ Avay, if they please. They Avill liave the nianage- 
‘ ment of thoanselv-os in their striking fish, and will go in 
‘ their own little canoe, nor will they then let any white 
‘ man come in their canoe ; all which we allow Lliem. 

‘ For should we cross them, though they should see 
‘ shoals of fish, or tiuftle, or the like, they will pnr- 
‘ loosely strike their harpoons and turtle-irons aside, 

‘ or so glance them as to kill nothing. They acknow- 
‘ ledge the King of England for llu-lr sovereign: ieja n 
‘ our language and take the GovuTiusr of Jamisit.-a 
‘ to be one of the greatest prir.cvs in ti'iC world. 

‘ Wliile they are among the English, llu y w(?ai' go xi 
‘deaths, and take delight to go neat Mi.ti ligiii. ; but 
‘when they return to tlicir oavu coimny, ihey pm: by 
‘all their cloaths, and go aftei- iiieir own eomiiry 
‘ fashion.’ 

In Dampinr’s time, it was the- eusi'.oni aniong the 
Mo.squito Indians, when their Chief died, for his successor 
to obtain a commission, appohdi'-g him Chief, from 
the Governor of Jamaica; a7,:d i;!l Jie l•el■(!i.v^■.‘.d hi--, 
commission he was not acknowledged in foim by his 
countrymen*. 

How would Dampier have been grieved, if he cotild 
have foreseen that this simple and honest pc(3p]e, 
whilst their attachment to the English had suffered 
no diminution, would be delivered by the Bi'ilish 
(ioveijnruuit into the hands of the 5?pfinia.rds ; wlildi, 
fi'om all of v.bai had hai'i.-L-ji.'Hh was deliver- 

ing tiienr LO cei-i,ii!ll 

* ‘ Tliey never forfeit their ivorj. The King has liis conzriilssion from 
‘ the Govei'Kor of Jnmaiea, .lad at every new Governor’s arriv.-i'i, they eome 
‘ over to know his pleasure. The King- of the Mosquitos was received by 
‘ his Grace the Duke of Portland (Governor of Jnin.aica, A.u, 172^-3) with 
‘ that courtesy -which was natural to him, and with more ceremony than 
‘ seemed to be due to a Monarch who held his sovereignty by com- 
' mission. ' The Mosquito Indians had a victory over the Spanish Indians 
‘ about 30 years ago, and cut o/t a number; but gave a Megro rvho was 
with Lhei-n, his life purely on account of his speaking English,’ History 
of Jamaica, London 1774. Roo'k i, Ch, in. And British Empire in 
America, Vol. II. pp, 367 & 371, 
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Before this unhappy transaction took place, and 
.‘iLrer the time Dainpier wrote, the .British CTOvermnent, 
took actn;il jio.s-sc.-.'ion of the Mosrjuilo Country, by 
ercicti-Mg ji. .'iMd stationing there a garrison of 

Rritisli troops. Bi*ibish. merchants setth i ; ir »• _ ■ 

■Mosquito mitivos, and magistrates v --:: .■..,■■■/ ! i 
with authority to aclmini.ste.r justice. >i :■ .■i, 

were taken inlo British pay to serve ■■ ■ !'■■ o.' 

■wliich the following story is related in ^:.i ii’ = 
of .Jamaica. ‘ Tn the year 17.3S, the Government of 
‘ Jamaica took into their pay two hundred Mosquito 
‘ Indians, to assist in the suppi-ession of the Maroons 
‘ or Wild Negroes. During a march on this service, 

‘ one of their white condn(dor.s shot a wild hog. The 
‘ jSbjsqtn'to men told him, that was not the way to 
‘ srirprise the negroes, but to jtut them on their 
‘guard; and if he w;;nf.ed j'.rovl^ion.-’. Ihcy would kill 
‘ the game equally well with liu.-ir arrows. They 
‘ eifecLed eotisiderabJo ser\ ice oa ihi.s oac.-t .fUjn, u'.il 
‘were well rewarded for their good conduvir: aail 
‘when a iweification took place with ihe Maroon.s. 

‘ they were .scut well satisfied to their owe. couoU'V." 

In the year 1770, there resided in the Mosquiio 
Country of British settlers, belwecji (wr) and Ihive 
hundred whites, as in, any of riiived l>!ood. au l '.ioo 
s;la,ves. On tlm breaking out of < !,io war lioi wi-en t ! ri-ai 
.Britain and Spain, in 1779, when the Spani.ards drovt^ 
the British logwood cutters from their seltlemeids in 
the Bay of .Honduras, the .iM(V--(|'.iii,o men armed and 
assisted tbe British lroo|f-: o:‘ I’u- litn- in ihe ri-c;iV.-i \ 
(jf the logwood scjttleiiienl.s. They lie'i.avcd on ib.al 
occasion, and on others in which they served against th(' 
Spaniai'd.s, with their accusLoiiied fuh.'lity. An Bnglish 
officoi’, who was in tiic "^Vest Iiidie.s during that war, 
has given a description of the Mosquito men, which 
exactly agrees with what Dampier has said ; and all 
that is relahal of them whilst wirli the Bueeajn'cr.s, 
gives tho most favourable iniprpssion of their disTiosi- 
tions and character. It wa.s nauuvil i.o the Sj)aniards 
to be eagerly desirous to get t-lie JMosquito (Vnmti'y 
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iiiirl people into fcheii* power; hut it was not nntnvHl 
that siidi a proposition should be listened to by ilio 
Jlritish. Nevertheless, the luattei* did so happen. 

When noticG wa.s received in the West Indies, that 
a negociation was on foot for the delivery of the 
Mos(iuito Shore to Spain, the Conncil at Jamaica di-OAV 
up a E.ei)ort and Tlemonstranee against it; in which 
was stated, ‘f!" ’-.rn-’-. r t’-e ''I,-- Indians. 

‘ so Justly : . ■: ■ luv . ;‘\e i !■ ry hatred 

‘to tlio S^'. ,■■■.■!■ ..“.I i.> ''.I-.' ;ii I II:, '.■.'.ire from 
‘ seven to ten thoiisand.’ Afterward-s, in continuatiun, 
the jVIoiuorial says, ‘We. bepy leave to .state the nature 
‘ of His IMajcsby’s territorial right, pcrciMviug with 
‘ alarm, from papers submitted to our iit^jjaction, that- 
‘ c'udoavoiu’s have been made to create dniil3t.s a.s lo 
‘ Ill’s IMaJesty’s Jtist claims to the* sovereignty of this 
‘ valuable and delightfvil country. The native Iinliiins 
‘ of this cniintry have never submitted to the Spanisli 
‘Government. Tho Spaniards never liad any settJe- 

■ mciit among.st them. During the course of 150 years 
‘ they have maintained a strict and uninterriiptod 
‘ alliance with the subjects of Gi“eat Britain. They 
‘ made a free and formal cessio^^ of the dominion of 
‘ their country to Tlis Majesty’s predecessors, acknow- 
‘ ledging the King of Great Britain for their sovei’eign, 

‘ '■• ■ g i « ■: ■ ■‘.e American Treaty concluded at Madrid 

■ "i! ii"':: ,r -i consequently, by the eighth Article of 

■ '! -‘i . our laght was declared^.’ In one Me- 

morial and Ilenionstranc:e which was i^re-sented to the 
■Rvitish Ministry on the final ratification (in 17S6) of 
the Treaty, it is complained, tlmt thereby hi.s Majesty 
liad given up to ilie King of Spain ‘the Indian people, 
‘and country of the Mo.sqiiito vShore, which fonned 
* the most secure Wcst-India-n Pro\'ince possessed by 
‘ Great Britain, and w'hich 'iv.-; liold by ilic most pare 
‘ and poefect title of sovereignly.’ Much of this i.s 
digre-ssion ; but tho .subject unavoidably came into 
notice, and could not be hastily (luitted. 

* Ciise of His Majosty'n Subjects upon the llo.sauito Shore, most humlily 
submitted, &c. London, 1789. 
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Some mercantile arrangement, said to be advan- 
tageous to Great Britain, but which has been disputed, 
was t];o p-iiiilicly assigned motive to this act. It has 
been e('.n;;(;Ci,uvo:<l that a desire to show civility to the 
lM‘iiiie .Mitn^i.cr of Spain was the real motive. Only 
blindness or want of information could give either of 
these considerations such fatal influence. 

The making over, or;: v I i, 

from the dominion and inrisdietion of one state to 
that of another, has been not always with 

1‘cgard for propriety. It has been done sometimes 
unavoulably, sometimes justly, and sometimes inex- 
cusably. XTnavoulaidy when a weaker state is necessi- 
tated to submit to i': ‘ ‘-b--!- a Justly, 

when the in habitant -’'r ,l.i? '■ ' piroiiost’d 

to transfer, are consulted, and give their consent. 
Also it may be reckoned just to exercise the power of 
trausfei'ring a. coi\qaered territory, the inhabitants of 
which have not been received and r/i: !•:•■.; :!■ fellow 
subjects with the subjects of the st n, •■.‘.‘•'■'r whose 
power it had fallen. 

The iuliabitants of a territory who with their lands 
are transferred to the domiirioii of a new state withoul. 
their inclinations being consulted, arc placed in the* 
condition of a ncopV'. 

The connoxbui (»i‘ li-e wi"ii Great 

Britain was formed in friendship, and was on each 
side a ■voluntary engagement. That it was an engage- 
ment, should be no question. In equity a’ld honour, 
whoever permits it to be believed iliat ho ]i.ars ontorcci 
into an engagement, thereby Ixioomt?;: engaged. The 
Mosquito people were known to believe, and had been 
allowed to continue in the belief, that they were 
permanently united to the Bi-itisli. '.{’he Governors of 
Jamaica giwng commissions for the instalment of 
their chief, the building a fort, and placing a gaiTison 
in the country, shew both acceptance of tboir .sub- 
mission and exorcise of sovereignty. 

Vattel has described this case. He says, ‘When a 
‘nation has not sufficient strength of itself, and is 
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‘ not in a condition to resist its enemies, it may law- 
‘ fully submit to a more powerful nation on certain 
‘ conditions upon which they shall come to an agroie- 
‘ ment ; and the pact or treaty of submission will be 
‘ afterwards the measure and rule of the rights of each. 
‘ For that which submits, resigning a right it possessed, 
‘ and conveying it to another, has an .■.ibsolril.o jxjw.:-;* 
‘to make this conveyance upon wl.ai; coiidiiions ii. 
‘ ]-)loase.s ; and the other, by accepting !he submission 
‘ on this footing, ougages to observe lo.ligiovisly fill \i io 
‘ clauses in the treaty. 

‘When a vri'-; d itself under the pro- 

‘ tection of . - more powerful, or has 

‘submitted to it with a view of i'l'otc-ctior:. ; ii‘ 

‘hist docs not efliccttiany gi-ant its irrotcci am wlicn 
‘ wanted, it is manifest (iiai; by failing- in its ong.ige- 
‘ raents it loses the rigiirs it iiad acquired/ 

The rights lost or relini'io.isiiod i>y (.irea!: .IJjii.riiii 
might possibly bo ol small import t.o hc.'r; but tlie loss 
of mu* protection was of ititbiiu' coMsequence to the 
iAfosquilo people. .Advamages sapposod or real gained 
to G-reat Britain, is not to he ploadod in oveuse or 
palliation for withdv.-iwing Jic.r protccLion : for llial; 
would seem to imply that an engagement is more or 
less binding iiccordii'.g to the greater or less interest 
there may be in observing it. But if there had been 
no engagement. :1 and steacline,ss of their 

attaclnncub to (;.*• .■ .’{.'i.i'i* would have entitled them 
to her protection, and the nature of the case rendered 
the obligation sacred; for be it repeated, that ex- 
perience had shewn the delivering them up to the 
dominion of the Spaniards, was delivering them to 
certain .slavery and death. These considerations 
possibly might not occur, for there seems to have 
been a want of information on the subject in the 
British ^Ministry, and also a -want of attention to the 
romonstT'/inces made. The Mosquito couniry, and the 
native inhabiiants, the best allected and most con- 
stant of all ihe friends i’ui T3TirI.-:h <'\-c,i* had, were 
abandoned in the summer of 17S7, to tiio Spaniards, 
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Wfire wrecked. The crews were saved, excepting about 
300 men. 

The Curagao ■ sr -i -! being thus terminated, the 
Flibiistiers who had engaged in it, after saving as 
much as they could of the wrecks, r.'- .-w ^ 

tions of their own planning, to seek ■■■ :[i- ii :V-:: 

their ^■i^:lI)l■.■oil■il.n)(■nv. and loss. Some landed on Cuba, 
and piJ!;i.av:d riiei-io del Principe. One party, under 
Granmont, a leader noted for the success of his 
enterprises, went to the Gulf of Venezuela, and the, 
ill-fated towns Maracaibo and Gibraltar were again 
plundered; but what the Buccaneers obtained was not 
of much value. In August this year. Prance 
concluded a treaty of peace with Spain and 
Ho]]und. 

The Government in Jamaica had by this tune relapsed 
to its former propensities, and again encoui'aged the 
Buccaneers, and shared in their gains. One crew of 
Bucoancers carried there a vessel taken from the 
Spaniards, the cargo of which produced for each man’s 
share to the value of 400Z. After disposing of the 
cargo, they burnt the vessel; and ‘having paid the 
‘ Governor his duties, they embarked for England, 
wbiwo, added tUc author, ‘some of tliem live in good 
‘ reputation to this, day.*’ 

As long as the war had lasted between Prance and 
,Spain, the French Buccaneers had the advantage of 
being lawful privateers. An English Buccaneer relates 
‘ We met a French private ship of war, moxmting 
‘ eight guns, who kept in our comp.Tny some days 
‘Her commission was only for llir-.-e jnonths. '\NV 
‘ showed him our commission, which w’’as for three 
‘ years to come. This we had purchased at a cheap 
t rate, having given for it only ten pieces of eight ; but 
'■ the truth of the thing was, that our commissioir was 
‘ made out at first only for three mouths, the same 
‘ date as the Frenchman’s, whereas among ourselves 
‘ we contrived to make it that it should serve for 
‘ three years, for with this we were resolved 1 o seek our 

* Bucc.ineers of America, Part ill, Cli. xi, 
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I ‘fortunes.’ 'Whonevc r Spain -vv;!.': .-ij. war wiLii ai’iOLliei* 

‘ European Power, adveiji ui-oi’s o:“ any eoMtilry j\)i.i!u'l no 

difficulty in ibo '\V\-s!; T’ulics ii! procnriro^ .'loni.'ni-sio!!:; 
;| to war agaiust t lie .SpaiijarcU ; wiili \v!r-.;li (.:ojiiiiii.-v:iou, 

; and carrying aloft the flag of the nation hostile to 

Spain, they assumed that they wore lawful enemies. 
Such pretensions did theju small service if they fell 
into the hands of the Spaniards; hut iiiey Avero 
allowed in the ports of neutral nation.':, whith. heiie- 
fitted by being made the mart of th<; l>iicc;.ij:eer prizu 
goods; and the P : ■ • i-t !;■ 7!; l,lu;iu.sc;!'res well 
l■eeonl!)^,■i'..■::(,:d in 'i. ; : :,..'y ue.vker, and tlio 

socin'i'. y of li'.e port. 

I 'I'ln.' eiiioi'jiri.'^os of the Buccaneers on the Tierra 

I'ii’ina and oiiivv ]>arts of the Ameidcan Continent, 
brought them into frequent iiitercourse Avith the 
i natives of those parts, and produced friendships, ami 

sometimes ullia7ices against the Spaniards, Avitb. whom 
each AA'ere alike at constaiit onn'.’iy. .Hiit. (|jo!.e .some- 
times haiApened disagi*ecmnnt.s l)cji vva'oii rhom and the 
natives. The .Buccaneers, if they wanted proA isions or 
assistance from the Indians, had ju) (>!>jc( lion to jvi.y 
for it, when they had the meai-s; nor iind liuj r.alivos 
j objection to supply them on liin’.. c.ondii Ion, and 

occasionally out of pme good wd!. ’I'b.A r4u(:caMC.i-r.s 
nevertheless, did not always rofralu .i'L-ini l:*-l|>ing 
thcjtiselvos, AA'ith no other loaA’C than their own. 
i' Sometime bcl'oia; .Morgan’' ; li' : • : i i*. ■ : 

j had giA'en the Indians of I. i ; ■ ■ : la;!. 

^ shortly after thal (!M[)ediii'.:n, they v.< ! j I'econi.-il'.’d, in 

\ ('onscqutmee of A\liie!n i/u; i i.-sri-ni .Indi.-ns Isad .ts.d'ied 

I La Sound. In KiT,-?, Lhviv g;i\o as.s;s=ai!;-'.; io aiioiln:!' 

party of MibnsUer.<, Avliid.i wem'- agai.n.sj: i.iJKic-r 

a Prcncli Captain named IJi.mii;! no, an.d (.'Id red Lo' 
conduct fcliein to a place (■:'.!I ;!i ■.riii;£ni!oco, \vl.!v:iv :hey 
! said the Spaniard-s li.-.d i!r.i-.-h gold. Boui'cano did not 

thiiilc his roj?cc auilicieru io i.'-ho .".dvcTUagc of l-.lioi): 

I olfer, bub promised he woi.dd emno agaiTi avid bo 

I better provided. 

f In 1079, 11 tree Buccaneer v'essel-s (I wo of them English 

i 


HISTORY OF THE 

and one French) i-:-*! io ;;!■ ■■i.fctenipfc to plunder 
Porto Bello. T.'icy i j' ■ ' ■ !■ at such a distance 

from the town, that it occuiv’orl tlic-in three nights in 
li-jivelling, fc)r during the d.-ny- i'-ey lay concealed in 
the n-oods, hefore they reached it. Just as they came 
to the town, ihcy were discovered by a negro, -who 
ran before to give intelligence of theii* coming; hut 
the Buccaneers were so rjiiichly eflv.-r liini, iliey 

got possession of the tov.-n l-.ri‘iir<‘ i.lu- i!ili;iliii;i!.i.s c‘(ir,!(i 
lake any step for their defence, and, btnng unac- 
fpiainted with the strengtli of the enemy, they all fled. 
Tlio Buccaneers remained in the town collecting 
|ilundcr two days and two nights, all the time in 
opprohensioii that the Spaniards would ‘potxr in the 
country’ upon their small force, or intercept their 
retreat. They got back however to their ships un- 
molested, arid, on a division of the booty, shared KiO 
incoes of eight to each man. 


CHAPTER ^^lir 

Meeting of ai ili.; S;i:r.:>.i:'.as, .".■••.I T’.-u-i y 

by the iluc-iMni-crs tr ll-.i- Is.h'i-.-.ss. 

the Native Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore. 

iMMUDiATEnv after the phuid-. ; b ..V -f P .;b,. ^ 

number of Buccaneer vessels, b I'.-; ■ I'i, 

on the report which had I . :i.. '.<■ !■> ( :i'. 

Bournano, assembled at the S.-- . ■■ I.-! 

Bias, near the coast of Darier. 

was commanded by Bournano i :■■:■!■■■ !*■■'. i; 

received them as friends an-i ;■.■■■■. j 

disappmved the project of going to Tocninoro. ^riie 
way thither, |];cy said w;r-: m!;Un!.:ii:!o:i-:. and ilirough v 

a long tract oi.‘ uT-iuh.'ihiied ■ ouniry. in winch it wouhi 
he cliflicult to find .subsistence: and iirstead of Toca- 
moro, they advised going against tlio city of Piinama. 

Their representation caused the design upon Tocainoro In ^ 
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he given up. The English Bufic.aii eeus J oi* a tie ck i n g 

Panama; but tlio .Fi'ciicli ohjecled l.o th(i longlli oi’ 
tlie march; a)ul on rhis diitcreiice, the JOngiish and 
French pe])ai-;ilei'!. Buceaiioers going if» 

an Island (•a]]{'d '■■■ . Island, Avliicli is the 

most oasLern of ; if not more properly 

to be said to the eastward of ;iil iho S:!!i!b;i!f.‘::'. 

Without tiie assistance of the h'vrj’.cli, .I'ainima an;>.- 
too great an undertaking. They n'cve: licnt. l-.owcweT. 
on crossiTig the Tsthmus; and a.; Jiio j-ecounncnd.-i; i; 'ii 
of tiieir Darien fi-ieno-, i'-..- ", i ■ \ 'sit ix, 

Spanish town named ;■ i , .! the 

banks of <a river tba(' ran into the vSouth Sea. The 
Spaniards kept a good g.-in-is.in .at San' a on 

account of gold A'-bie!i w.as (•c)iii-eicd iVnni i:ioiiVil;!-:M.- 
in its neighbourhood. 

The Bucoaucers wiio eng.aged in Ihi.- expedii !'>.'! ua ve 
the eroAv.s of seven vessels, of force a.'; in the following 
list : 


Guns Men 

A vessel of 8 and 97 commaiidcd ty John Coxon. 

— 25 ' >'•*7 • - - - Peter ll.'irns, 

~ , , 35 . . . . KL-..;,i-.l .San’i:-..!, 

— a - 40 .... n.;-;. S!'Jir>. 

— 0-43 .... Edmond Cook. 

— 0-34 - Robert AUeston, 

— a - ao .... Macket, 

Tt was sottied that Allestou and ISbioket, with -S'; men. 
t lieniselve.s ineluded, slioidd be left to gitard tiie ve-ssei-; 
tluring the absence of tho.sc who AAU^nt on the expedi- 
tion, Avhich Avas Jiot expected to he of long continu- 
ancfi. These matters AA-orc arranged at Crolden i'shuid 
tuid agreement made with the D.nrien Indians to 
I'nrnisii them with subsistence dining the march. 

'SVilliam Dampier, a .seaman at that Lime of no 
celebrity, but of good obseiwation and ex])erieivce, 
Avas among these Buccaneers, and of tlie party to 
cross tliG Istlnnus; as was Lionel Wafer, since AA-ell 
knoAVJi for his Descripiion of the Isthmus of Darien, 
who had eng.aged Avith them as surgeon. 
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In this pai‘t,y of Buccaneers were also some native 
Americans, of a small tribe called Mosq^uito Indians, 
who inhabited the sea coast on each side of Capc 
Gracias a Dios, one way towards the river San Juan 
de Nicaragua, the other towards the gulf of Hondtiras, 
which is called the Mosquito Sh'irr. F B-rri-. 
had any plea in j ■■ : i! ■ ';■ ! "■ '■■■> iij ' ‘ ■' 

the Spaniards in the 'W’^est Indies, much more had the 
native Americans. The Mosquito Indians, moreover, 
had long been, and wei’e at the time of these occur- 
rences, in an extraordinary degi-ee attached to the 
English, insomuch that voluntarily of their o-vvn choice 
they aclcnowledged the King of Great Britain for 
their sovereign. They were an extremely ingenious 
people, and were greatly esteemed by the European 
seamen iji. the West Indies, on account of their gj-v.-ii 
expertness in the use of the harpoon, and in i.akiiig 
turtle. The following character of them is given by 
Dampier : ‘ These Mosquito Indians,’ he says, ‘ are tail, 
‘ well made, strong, and nimble of foot ; long visaged 
‘ lank black hair, look stern, and are of a dark coppei 
‘ complexion. They are but a small nation or family. 

‘ They are very ingenious in throwing tbo lance, or 
‘ harpoon. They have cxtr.novdinary good eyes, and 
‘will descry a sail a;. s(*a, .diviber lima vc. For these 
‘ things, they are esteemed and coveted by all privat- 
‘ tiers; for one or two of them in a ship, will some- 
‘ times maintain a hundred men. When they come 
‘ among privateers, they learn the use of gnus, find 
‘ prove very good marksmen. They in'luvve ct-s 

‘ bold in fight, and are never seen to flinch, or hang 
‘ back ; for they think that the white men with whom 
‘ they are, always know hettor than they do, when it is 
‘ best tofiglit; and be die dis.idvaniage never so great, 

‘ they d^ r F v'-.': I;,, -k .v.y of their jiarty stand. 

‘These .b ; ■- !■■ g,.'.ieral very kind to the 

‘English, of whom i.’i y ive .a groat do'al of 
‘respect, both on b ships, and on slioiv. 

‘either in .Taraaic.a, or inic. Wo always humour 
‘ them, letting them go any where as they' will, and 
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‘return to their rountiy in any vessel bound that 
‘way, if clioy plonse. Tlioy w;il bii-v(^ ilie Tuanege- 
‘ niOMt or iii I iii-iv : irnuii!v I’.sh, titjd will in 

‘ their owd Ihlle caiioo, nor wili ihoy ilien lei: aiiy wliiic 
‘i-.-hy; ;;i iiic-i; (jiTjoc; all wliidi wo allow L'lieni. 

‘ W '- ' i cross them, though they should see 

‘ shoals of fish, or turtle, or the lilce, iihey v.-iil ]ViU’' 

‘ juisoly strike their harpoons and tun li!-i:.ons aslih!, 

‘ or so glance them as to kill notJiing. Tiiey .‘tcknow- 
‘ Ifuhro i.ho King of England for ilu-ir .soveri ign, lo.u ii 
‘ our language and take the Governor of Jamaica 
‘to be one of the princes iu the world. 

‘ While they are arnoxig the English, they wear good 
‘cloaiJis, Mud lake (hligld. lo go neat and tight; but 

* wiu-u ilioy i‘*;iurn lo liu-irowa country, they pub by 
‘all tlifiir floaiL.s, and go aiier their own coimtiy 
‘ fashion.’ 

In Eauipier’s time, it was the CTistom among the 
Mosquito Indians, when their Chii l'died. for hi.s successor 
to obtain a commission, aj)poiiit.{:ig him Chief, from 
the Governor of .Tamaie.a ; iitid i.ill !;o ]“(^c(■i\■!:;d hi-, 
commission he was not .••.cknowicdged in form by li's 
countrymen*. 

How would Dampier have been grieved, if he could 
have foreseen that this simple and honest people, 
whilst their attachment to the English had suffered 
no diminin ion, would be. deiivoi-trd by tlie IJriii.-ii 
Govermneni ii lo ilu* h.-iuds of i-ie d.-^ : wbich, 

from all cxi'etu-uce of wr-a-i; l;;id iuqMiened, v/as di.]i\.'!'- 
ing 'tliem to ci‘ri.;!i!! cie.-ii t uciion. 

• ‘ They ncrer forfeit tJieir word. The Kiuff has his coniriii.'.sioo from 
‘ the Governor of Janiaic.-i, .and at every new Governor's arrival, they come 
‘ over to know iii.s picas'.ire. Tlie Kiii{j- of the Mosquitos was receivea by 
‘ Ills Grace the Duke of Portland (Governor of Jamaica, .v.D, 1722-3) with 
‘ that courtesy whioli was natural to him, and with more ceremony than 
' seemed to be due to a Monarch who held his sovereigrnty by com- 
* mission. ’ — ‘ The Slosquito Indians had a victory over tlie Spa.nish Indians 
‘ about 30 ye.nrs ago, and cut off a number; but gave a Negro who w.as 

v/itli tliem, his life purely on .account of his spoahing English.’ History 
of Jamaica, London 177.', Book i, Ch. 12. And British Empire in 
Americ.n, Vol. TI. pp, 3S7 & 371. 
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Before tViis onhnjipy trmi.aaffioii look piece, and 
/sTtei' i].io Dnitrpier WToic, (he British Grivei'iiiin-n{ 

took actual dC riic Mosquito Country, by 

erecting a and si .iiiouiup; there a garrison of 

British troojps. British nierchants s(;ttled among the 
Mosquito natives, and magistrates a 1 

■vvid) authority to administer justice. 
were taken into Briti.-h pay («> soiwe ; ■ - ■.■i. i -, 
which the following siory i>rcla.i-d in J 
of .lama,ica. ‘In the year 17.38, the Government of 
‘ .Jamaica took into their pay two hundred Mosquito 
‘ Indians, to assist in the suppression of tlic Maroons 
‘ or 'Wild Negroes. During a m.arch on this service, 

‘ one of their white conductors shot a wild hog. 3?he 
‘ Mosquito men told him, that was not the way (o 
‘.surprise the negroefs, but to put them on th(;ir 
‘gu.ard; and if he wanted ; • !hoy would kill 

‘the game equally well v ' ;> arrows. They 

‘effected considerable serv: •; occasion, and 

‘ were well rewarded for their good conduct ; .-ind 
‘ when a pacification took place with the Marofui,'!, 

‘ they were sezit well satisfied to their own covmtry.’ 

In the year 1770, there resided in the Mo.squiio 
Country of British settlers, hetw(‘on two and three 
lumdi’ed whites, as many of znixed blood, and OIHI 
slaves. On the breaking out of »h.e war Iwtwe.'U Gr'.-ai 
Britain and Spain, in 1770, wlnm >ho .Spaidard.-i di‘o\ e 
the Bj'itish logwood cutters from llii ir sei l ■eiia-ul-s in 
the Bay of Jloncl Jl : ?! ■ vern ;',"med and 

assisted the Briti '; ( - ■ ' 'n i. ■ l^■.■■.>Vl■!■y 

of the logwood ■ ■■■, ■ ■ . !' ov. i;!.-! 

oeca.sion, and on others iji whicli they .s,, ! \e<'L agr.in.a ili.' 
S})auiards, with i acii- acvai-'.-uved tidciily. A.w 'liu-rli^dv 
officer, who was in 1h() Wes;, 'lijdle.s diuhig .‘Ii.it vv,-!!-. 
has given a description of the Mosquitn wiiicii 

exactly agrees with what Dampier has said ; .'unl .all 
that is related of thorn -whilst wiili tlie Ihiccar'c.-rs, 
gives the most favourable iiniwcs.sion of tlieir diHpo.si- 
tioris and character. It was natin-al to the S]iaiuanl.s 
to be eagerly desirous to got the JVIo.squito fJounlry 
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iui<1. peoplv-j ii'iu> thftli- pn\rc-J.‘; \vA ir A’, ;is riot natural 
that suolr a pi-onr’sil’f.-n shoiiltl bo to by the 

Britisli. Kei'crtheless, tie matter did so happen. 

"When notice Avas roceiA’ed in the West Indies, iha!: 
a ncgooifition aa'iis on foot for the deliA-ory of the 
Mosquito Shore to Spain, the Council at Jamaica dreAV 
up a Report and Remonstrance against it; in wdiich 
was stated, tJiat ‘the nuniher of the Mosquito Indians, 

‘ >o infily ;rc-ii:;!'.‘kable .Cor their fixed hereditary hatred 
‘ i.o lire .Spaniariis, and ar'iiicliniont io us, Avore fmm 
‘ .■■evv‘'n to ten iho!:.-;;!!!'.:.' At’Lcrward.-j, in cniitinuatioii, 
the Alomovial says, ‘We beg IcjiA-e to state the nature 
‘ of Mis ]Maj<;sty's h ri-itorial right, perceiAong with. 

‘ alarni, from papers su bn lined to one inspection, tlia:', 

‘ ondoiU'oiirs have been made to create doulrts as to 
‘ Mis Majesty’s just claims to the’ soA’^ereignty of this 
‘ valuable and delightful country. The native Indians 
‘ of this country lia\-c never submitted to the Spanish 
‘ Government. Tins Spaniards neA’cr had any settlo- 
‘ nient amongst them. During the course of 130 years 
‘ tliey have maintained a strict and uninterrupted 
‘ alliance Avith the subjects of Great Britain. They 
‘ made a free and formal cession of the dominion of 
‘their ■■■'■;: ::y Mi- M-. "esty’s predecessors, acknoAV- 
‘ ledgiri:' I " iir--;. Brita.iti for their sovereign, 

‘ long before the American Treaty concluded at Madrid 
‘in 1070; and consequently, by the eighth Article of 
■■ that Treaty, our right Avas declared*.’ In one Me- 
morial and Remonstrance Avhich Avas presented to the 
Britisli jMiuistry on the final ratification (in 1786) of 
(he Treaty, it is complained, that thereby his Majesty 
liad given up to tlits King of Spain ‘ the Indian peoide, 

‘ mid country of the Mosquiivo Shore, which formed 
‘ tiie most secure, 'W'e.st-Tiidian ProAunce jiossessed by 
‘Great Biit.airi, .".'id which av(; lield by the most pure 
‘and iierfect title of sover-cigid y.' Much of this is 
digression ; but the subject uaaA'oidfibly came into 
notice, and could not be hastily riuitted. 

■■ CaspofTIis "Majesty's Subjects upon tbs 'Mosquito Shore, most humi.ly 
submitted, ibc. Loudon, t7.'39. 
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Some mercantile arrangement, said to be advan- 
tageous i.= but which has been dispiited, 

was the p i ■ v- y i motive to this act. It has 

been conjectured that a desire to show civility to the 
Prime IMinister of Spain was the real motive. Only 
blindness or want of information could give either of 
these considerations such fatal influence. 

The making over, or ! ■ ■ 

from the dominion ai: i ' ■ ' i ' <>■ ■■ . ■ ■ : ) 

that of another, has bf-.-:; ; n ■; '.•■■h 

regard for propriety. It has been done sometimes 
unavoidably, sometimes justly, and sometimes inex- 
cusably. Unavoidably when a weaker state is necessi- 
tated to submit to the exactions of a sirongo.*. Justly, 
when the inhabitants of the territory it is proposed 
to transfer, are consulted, and give their consent. 
Also it may be reckoned just to exercise ih ' c" ,,r 
transferring a conquered territoi'y, the - -C 

which have not been received and adopted as fellow 
subjects with the subjects of the state under whoso 
power it had fallen. 

The inhabitants of :i leiailory wbo wiih llieir lands 
are transferred to the dominion of a new stale without 
I heir inclinatie'ii-; being* consulted, are placed iti the 
(aMuiitiori of a con*iuei-od people. 

'I' he connexion ef people with Great 

nribiin ^v-^ls formdtF in fi-ieudship, and was on each 
side a vohmtary engagement. That it was an engage- 
ment, should be no rr;,.. ^t’-n T-i equity and honour, 
whoever permits it io '.e \ v-l > has entei’ccl 

into an engagement, ..ie- 1-: i-ngagcd. Tho, 

Mosquito people were known to beliovo, and had hern 
allowed to eontinuo in ihe belief, they 

permanently united to the IBrilisli. The Gcivcrnors of 
.Tainaica giving commissions for the instalment of 
their chief, tho building a fort, and placing a garrison 
in tlie country, shew both acceptance of their trab- 
mission and exercise of sovereignty. 

Ya, ttel has described this c.isn. He says, ‘ Wlien a. 
‘nalion has not sufficient strength of itself, and is 
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‘ noi, !Ji n condiiiou to rc=isi ks enemies, ifc may law- 
‘ j'Villy snbiriir to a. move powcrisil nation on certain 
‘ =‘onflitioris npoti winch iJiey shall come to an agree- 
‘liirnr. ; and ilie pf.ci.- or I'T-aty of submission will be 
‘ afterwards the moasnro and rule of the rights of each. 
• Vor thar, wliicli sidnuits, resigning a right it possessed, 
■ ;i.ii(l conveying it to another, has an absolute power 
‘ to make this conveyance upon what conditions it 
‘ pleases ; and the other, by accepting the submission 
‘ on this footing, engages to observe j eligiously all the 
‘ clauses in the treaty. 

‘ When a nation has placed itself undc-v the pvo- 
‘ tection of another that is move powevj’iil, or has 
‘submitted to it with a view o!' pron-erion : it’ 

‘last does not elfoctnally grant irs j)io{r:oi.:oM when 
‘’.ranted, ii. is manii’est that by failing in its ongago- 
‘ meats it loses the rights it had aciiuirotl.' 

The rights lost or reli.niin.^hcd by Mreaf TJriiaiii 
might possihl}’ bo of sm.-di hnpo: c l.o Jier; hut riie los': 
of our in'otocLinn was o” ijiiinito conSiHiuencu to the 
^losquiio people. Advanl.igo.s supposcid oi‘ real gaiiK^d 
to Great Britain, is not to l.>e pletnled in ((sciise or 
palliation for withdr.-jwij'g hoj* protooi.ion: for thal, 
would seetn to imjdy i.iiai; an ongag<Mo.eni: i.s more or 
less binding according lo t.he gvoistov or less iiticrest 
there may be in oh'-Jervirig it. J.3ui, if tl'-ei-e had been 
no engagement, the length and steadiness of their 
atta,(.*hment to Great Britain would have entitled them 
to her protection, and the nature of the case rendered 
the obligaition sacred; for be ib repeated, that ex- 
perience had shewn the delivering them up bo the 
dominion of the Spaniards, was delivering them to 
certain slavery .'iud d ./’’. I’hese considerations 
possibly might n icre seems to have 

been a want of :■ ' the subject in the 

British ivliuistry, and also a want of attention to the 
reraonsiranoes made. The Mosquito country, and the 
native inhalnlavits, the best affected and most con- 
.si.;uit of all the friends the Briti.sh ever had, were 
abandoned in the summer of 1787, to the Spaniards, 
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the known exterminators of millions of the native 
Americans, and who were moreover incensed against 
the Mosquito men, for the part they had al ways taken 
with the British, by whom they were thus forsaken. 
The British settlors in that country found ii. u(>ci'' Si!r\- 
to vvitlidraw as .speedily .as they had oiiporfcuiiiiy, wiili. 
vheir effects. 

If the business had been fully understood, and the 
.siifoty of Great Britain had depended opo!'. .■'bapdonii;.,' 
the MoiSquito people to their jum-: },■'■.< onoMiii-.-i, i, 
would have been thought disgraceful by the nation to 
iiave done it: but the national interest being trivial, 
and the public in gen<;ral being uninformed in the 
matter, the transaction took pl.a<!e willioni attracting 
much liotice. A motion, howevei', was made in the 
British House of LoT*d,s, ‘that the terms of the Con- 
vention with Sp/iin, sigJiod in July 1780, did nob meet 
the favourable opinioii of this House;’ and tlio M<i!)!(i 
Mover objected to that part of tlie Conveution which 
j'elatcd to the surrender of the British possession.^ on 
the Mosquito shore, that it was a humiliation, and 
derogating from the rights of Great Britain. The firsf, 
Article oi' the Treaty of 1780 say.«, ‘His Britannic! 
Majesty’s subject.?, and rlici other Coloni.st.'', who have 
hithei’to enjoyed rlie protection (»f England, .sh.'ill 
Gvacuato the Count’cy of iho Moscjuitos, ;is well as (l.o 
Continent in general, .end the l.slarids Jidjacft'.t, with- 
out exception, situated beyond thci lino iKveafii'i.' 
described, .is what ought i.o l-e the extent of territory 
granted liy hi.s Caiho'.ic IMajcsiy to the English.’ 

In the debate, rights wer'o asserted for .Sp.;;!], ii.h 
only to what she then possessed on i.l;o ( '(s.-ii i'n*:.!!. of 
-America, but to parts she Itad never pi'.-.':c:s-c.-.‘.i. AV'a ■ 

< Ills want of information, or Avant of ccm.sideration ? 
The word ‘ gr.’.r.ii d ’ avjis Improperly intviidneed. In 
truth and justice, t’no claims of Spain to America are 
not to be .acknowledgcxl rights. Thc'y wc-ro foundc'd 
in usurjiatioAi, and ])vosecuLed by the CAterminarion 
of the laAvfn] and natural proin'ietor.s. It Ls an oircuK,.' 
to morality and to humanity to pretend that Spain 
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iincT so cloai’ and just a titlo to aiiyjtrirt of lior possessions 
on UiG CoutiDonfc of Ainorica, as Groat Brifain iiad to 
the Mosqn.-'lo Comih’T-. The J-ights of tijo iSfosqiiito 
people, nml their nlaiins to the friendship of (h’oat 
-Bvli.ain, ^vcl^‘0 not. siitucientiy made kiifnvn ; and tiie 
motion v\’e.^ in-ival.ivc-d. Jt miglit have been of service 
in this deli;u,«! lo ii.ave. quoted .Dampiei*. 

Ill coiiolnsion. th.(j ca-o (if the r(io.-;!;i::!-! pc-ciple 
cleserv'es, and vlcniand' il:.;- re.-Mr.si..!oi;;!.i.i.i!i oJ (iicaf, 
Bj'ifain- If, on i-x.-i;:!:;);!; ion. ii- ^.iiail ha f-.i'oved lii.-.l, 
tin-y have hoen uny:-!i'‘VO!is,y and iinj-isi.ly iViMK-d, i:. 
may not lie (oc. lai.e «o .'.pek io make viinava^ion. ividcii 
ough.t to ho d<in!> n.i far as pira.nusiaiices iviil yc'l 
admit. The fh-t si.'p icA'.vi rds (!ii.s v.-oii'd I.e, lo oisii- 
enquiry if ils.- r.i avo livhijf any of onr foTsahen 
frionrhs, or of ila-ir r.os: •;':-i: y, a-i.-l v. iiat is : neir inv'seni,. 
condition. Jf the .M.wijuiLo |••pop^e i;.ivp liopn hmna.’i(!l.y 
and justly govt-ived .^ince- iiicn; s;!|i;ira = ]wu fi^/in Ci'e-a.l; 
.Tirilain, the empovy ivili give iho Sf.aninrds cause ;'<)r 
triumph, and the Ih nish caii-w! lo r.-joico lliai. livil iias 
not resultcvi .'i .1 () . . .'i-- • haiul, .slionld 

ir. ho foun-i : y ia*- in th.i common 

calamities i o n: u •' •• •••: !’■ 1. ‘ .Ynieiipa by i,lip 

Spaniards, i . «-'' i pnongh of iht'ir 

tribe lo form a ii.'i: ion, i: wonhi Iw ligiiL t,o rt'Siiir'e 
thoni, if practicahlo, to tlu! ly a nd siiuaiioii of 

ivliicli thc'ir fa: hers v.c-i t! (i* pri\ ad. or l.o ilrid idiom an 
equivalent; and at aj'.x price or I'ain.p, 10 dc'livcr liicin 
from oppression, if only few remain, those few should 
he. freed from tladr bondage, and ho liberally provided 
with lands and inainteuanee in our own West-India 
Islands. 


CHAPTER IX 

Tourney of ilis Buccaneers across the Isthmus of America. 

Ox the oth of April, IGSO, three him clred and tliirty-one 
Eue,c.;i.necrs, most of theni English, pas. 5 ed over from 
Golden Island, and landed in Darien, ‘each man pro- 
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vided .T ■ ■ T bread called doiigh-boys, with 

a iusil, a pistol, and a hanger.’ TiK?.j- bogaTi their 
journey marshalled in divisions, with dl-! ingui'iiiiig 
flags, under their several commanders, Bartholomew 
Sharp and his men taking the lead. Many Darien 
Indians kcpL them company as their confederates, and 
supplied them with j)lantains, fruit, and venison, for 
which payment was made in axes, hatchets, knives, 
needles, beads, and trinkets ; all which the Buccaneers 
had tal^cM caro lo conn; well provid-cd wlih. Among the 
Darien Indians in ■ n;. 'a.-'c v.-o 

by the names of ■ , .[-i -nn i-. f.-.d \ 

The commence !■■■■"• .•.'.'••l! v. . , ;.i liv' 

skirt of a wood, which having passed, they proceeded 
about a league by the side of a bay, and aftexnvards 
abonl: two If-nguos directly up a '.. Ik.;, where 

wa< t-n Indi.-ni boii.m and plantation by the side of a 
river. Here they took up their lodging for the night, 
those who could not be received in the liou.se, build- 
ing huts. The Indians were earnest in cautioning 
them again, st sleeping in the grass, on account of 
adders. Tlii.s first day’s journey discouraged four of 
the Buccaneers, and they retimned to the ships. 
Stones wei’e found in the river, which on being 
broken, shone with sparks of gold. Tho.se stones, they 
were told, u'ere driven duAvn from the neigh bun ring 
mountain.s by torrents during the r.ii ny sra.-'On.* 

The next morning, at .sunrise, liny procc'cded in 
their journey, lahonriiig up a s'oiep hill, which they 
surmounted about three in the .-ifre-i-noon ; and at the 
foot on the other side, they rested on the bank of a 
river, which Captain Andreas told them ran into the 
South Sea, and was the same by which the town of 
Santa Maria was situated. They muiviicil ai'ii-r'.v.-iiil.s 
about six miles farther, over another sleep iiiiJ, '.'.-’in re 
the path was so narrow that seldom mure iii;in one 
man could pass at a time. At niglu, i.hcy lock up 
their lodging by tlie .side of the river, having marciiod 
this day, according to tlioir computation, eighteen milfs. 

• Narrative by Basil Ringrose; p. 5, 
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The iiexb day, April the 7th, the ma.rc]i was 
continued by the i-ivcT*. the course of whicli -was so 
seiTf^ntir.o, that th<-y In-.l bo cross it almost at every 
iiah! nii!-.‘, sook,-; inii-s up lo their kuoes, souk times to 
ilu-ir mil'. !.!■„■, coil vonn'n^ with a very swift cmretit. 
Ai):)ni; ii.),»n lii.-y .u-vjvod at some large Jndia.u houses, 
r!i.-;ii!y iriili', {lie •'iihrs of wood of the cabbage-treo, 
and the roofs of cane thatch.od over with palmito 
leaves. The interior had dlvi-Iou-s ir:lo r"-'-'--. ’• ■. ■ 

upper story; and before each house ..o. ■. > 

plantain walk. Continuing their journey, .■ .‘vC '■ 
the afternoon, they came to a house belonging to a 
son of Captain Andraas, who wore a wreath oi' gold 
about liis liead, for which he was honoured by the 
Buccaneers with the title of Hhi.: H.i’ C./v, T 
found their entertainment at i\’' , vm) C. m . >,■ 
so good, that they rested ’I:. .• !,'■ * v' I- 
following day. Bartholomew -i;-, v.-' .. ■ i , 

.Tourtifil ol‘ liis say-i • . “ Ih ■ ■■i’' li-! t 'l' 

'oi: Dfirion are tor the most part very handsome, 

‘ •■■■rl'.t'ciii.ily the female sex, who a..* ‘ (■■<«■: hi . 

‘loving and free to the embraces o. i;:!'.,- ! -.' T .i 
was calumny. Basil Ringrose, a:s • "■ ■ ■ -i , 

whose Journal has been published, r; .1 \.'i ' ii'-r 
r'litillod to credit than Sha.ip, as w''. > ■ « ■ ly ■ • 

the Darien women, ‘they a .• ^ , 

‘very free, airy, and brisl* : = . very moflest.’ 

Lionel '\Viifcr .'ilso, who lived many nionihs among 
the Indians of the Isthmus, speaks highly of the 
modesty, kindness of disposition, and innocericy, of 
the Darien women. 

On the Dth, after breakf.ast, they pursued their 
jourjiey, accompanied by the Darien Chiefs, and about 
200 Indians, who were armed with bows and lancc-s. 
They flosccuded along the river, which tliey had to 
wade through between fifty and sixty times, and they 
came to a house ‘ only here and there.’ At most of 
these houses, the owner, who had been apprised of 
the march of the Buccaneers, stood at the door, and 
as they passed, gave to each man a ripe plantain, or 
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Kome sweet cassava root. If the Buccaneer desired 
more, he was expeci-ed lo ]inr(‘haso. Some of the 
Indians, to count the number of tlio Buccaneers, for 
every man that ^went by dropned n frrniri of coi“n. 
That night they lodged at three large b.m-je:-, where 
they found entertainment provided, and also canoes 
for them to descend the idver, which big;:!! here to 
lift navigable. 

The next morning, as they were preparing to depart, 
two of the Buccaneer Coinmander.s, .iohn <.’(jxou and 
Peter Harris, had some disagreement, and Coxou fired 
Ids mushot at Harris, who was about to fii’e in I'etnrn, 
hut other Buccaneers interposed, and olfoctod a recon- 
ciliation. Seventy oC the Biiecaaioers (^mharked in 
■J'ourteen canoes, in each of which two Indians also 
went, who best know how io and guide them 

down the streauj ; the rest [>fn>fruu\l t'. I: ; ■ '■ ' 

land. The men in the canoes found * ■ ■ \i\- ' o' 

travelling quite as wearisome as in;i.vli!r!;';, for at 
almost every furlong they were coii-^lvaiueil lo quit 
their boats to l.-incl) them over rocks, or over trees 
that had fallen athwart the river, and sometimes over 
necks of land. At night, they stetpped and made 
themselves huts on a green hank by llie river’s side. 
Here they shot wild-fowl. 

The next day the canoes coutimied to descend the 
river, having the same kind of impodijiieuts to over- 
come as on the preceding d;iy : and at night, they 
lodged ag.'o'n on the green bank of the river. Tlie. l;iiitl 
ji.'irfy had not kept tip with them. Bartholomew 
Sharp says, ‘Onr .supper entoiLainment was ri very 
‘good sort of a wild beast called a ^S'arre, which is 
‘much like to our English hou-, arid fdtogeiber as 
‘good. There are store of ib.-j-i iji Jlijs iroT. or riu' 
‘world: I observed that the n.-ivels o: i inse iiv.iiu.'il.s 
‘grew upon their backs.’ 'Wah r c . ’ s " <)!.' 

the wild hog, Fecary*. In the nijrlir .a su'.a'i ■lenr 

* De Rocliforl: Jescribes this atiliiial Vit'j.'r f- ■■■.■! — s ii'y:, 

Nat. lies Isliis Antiilcs, p. 13L’, edit, loO;;. U v. -.-o 
iu his Synopsis of Qiiadi-upeds, Art. Mi-.vui.iii 
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came, and nl'Lcr looking at them some time, went 
away. The Buccaneers did not lire at him, lest the 
noise of their muskets should giro alawji to the 
-Srijuiiard:; mi; Sta. IMa-sia. 

'i-’ho iuixt tljiy, I lie valer oany ■■ .. ■, i; 

iiiji.'itT some aux-'cty m. ho'-ig so lo - ■ :.,r i i\ ." . 
any eoiuinnr.'ea! ion wil ii live lianv i . ■■■'■y i.j ..■..i. 
(jMl)l.;v!ri Avidj-eas ivei’ceiviog iliej uo ’s tw «■, -ev h ;• 
i :;i, 1 ' I. ■! . ich re iin d Ll ‘ i" ui 

.I-.- :■!•! . !i- and j?ite;‘;gori(M r,iiaL ilie 
j< ■! ■' ■ I!, a; 

Tuesday the 13th, early in the day, ihc r'liccaTieeis 
arrived at a beachy point of laud, rvlu've anotlu-i* 
stream from the uplands joined the i-ivei*. This pl.rc'e 
had sometimes been the rendezvous of ih;j Dm-ieu 
Indians, when they collected for !U.i:vi!k or defL-nc(! 
against the Spaniards; and hei’e live -whoi'e ivavLy now 
made a halt, to rest themselves, and to clean and 
prepare their arms. They also made iiathilt;'; and oars 
to row with; for thus far down i.l:o river, i.he oano's 
had been carried by the stream, and guided M'illi 
jvolcs ; but here the river was broad and deep. 

Ou the 1-1 ill, the whole party, Buccaneers and 
Indians, making nearly 600 men, embarked in GS 
canoes, which the Indians had provided. At midnight, 
i,h.oy p'Ut to land, within half a mile of the town of 
SLa. riiria. In the morning at the break of day, they 
heard muskets Jired by the guard in the town, and a 
•drum beating ii, lr;i.v.-vill<!r".’ The Buccaneers put 
themsedves iir motion, and b}-- seven in the morning 
came to the open grouml before the Fort, when the 
Spaniards began firing upon them. The Fort -was 
formed simply with palisadoes, without biickwork, so 
that after pulling down two or tbree of the pali- 
siuloos, tlie Buccaneers entered without fait-her oppo- 

* Rir.QL'OKiJ. BucL-aiicers of Aine:k"i, PartIV, p. to. The early mornlr.y 
ilniiM lia.';, ill our lime, Iick'.t calleil che Revciilsr. Either or a trav-aillai- 
secin.s applicablo, tor according: to Boj'er, travalller sit;iiiries to trouble, 
or disturb, a.s well as to work ; and it Is probable, frcni the a;je of the 
authority above cited, that the oriffln.-i! terra was A travailler, 

So 
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Bition, and wit-hout tho loss of a man; novi'i iiuj] 
they acted with so ]' . ! ercy, that 

twenty-six Spaniards w-. i\- \ = i i. wounded. 

After tile surrender, the Indians took many of the 
Spanif.'" ■ c v. ;.ds, where they killed 

them V. ; ;:..iy ! not been discovered 

in their amusement, and prevented, not a Spaniard 
would have been left alive. It is said in a Buccaneer 
account, thnt they fmind hero the eldest daughter of 
Uie King of D.uioM, -faiji.-ii!! Andreas, who had been 
I'orced froin iier f.iilicr's house by one of the # ;i 
and was wlih child by him ; which greatly 
ihe fatlior again.sb the Spaniards. 

Tiie Bucci'ju'i'rs wore luudi disappointed in their 
expectations of plunder, for the vSpaniards had by 
some means received notice of their intended visit in 
time to send away almost all that was of value. A 
Buccaneer says, ‘ though we examined our prisoners 
severely, the wJiole that we c-'drl either in 

the town or fort, amounted i-,* ;■ pounds 

weight of gold, and a smali i': <■■■' sih’er ; 

whereas three days sooner, we should have found 
three hundred pounds weight in gold in the Fort.’ 

The majority of tho Bucc.ancor.s wore dosirnus io 
proceed in their canoes (o liie: .Souili iSoa, lo stel; 
compcnsaLioii for their di.sap]i<)ir.imc:nb at .Sia. 

John Coxon and his loiiowevs wore for loturniug ; etu 
which account, and nob from an opinion of lii.'- 
capability, those who wcic f<jr tise .So-iuh So.-t. oilVi'cd 
Coxon the i;ost of Gencia.', provided la; ano' !ii.-: nicn 
would join in liu.b- sciicmo, which offer was .Mccoi.'icd. 

It was then determined to descend with i lsi; siream 
of the river to the Gulf de San Miguel, which is on 
the East side of the Bay of Panama. The greater 
part of the Darien Indians, liowc-vor, .separaLed froii; 
them at Sta. Maria, and reiuriK d i.o iiioir Inanes. 
The Darien Chief Andeeas, and ids son ('>'ohicn Ci.ii>, 
with some folloivers, conlinued with, s' ■■ iJ 

Among the peo]>le of Darien wore i ■ 
white, ‘ fairer than anv people in .Euror--. i . -\ 

PO 
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‘lilio niitc) ihii fi'H:?;, fli’.x;: if. av; is reported of them 

ihey Sve :ii lim dark than in the 

‘]i£rht^•' 

The river of Sta. .Maria is the largr^t of several riveivs 
Whieh fall into the Gulf de San Miguel. Abreast 
where the town stood, it was reckoned to be twice as 
broad as the River Thames is at London. Tlie riso 
and fall of the tide ' ■■ ■, \.. ■ ■■ :: 1. h' -. 

April the 17th, th- ib ■. , . ;i: . ■■ ■:■ ■ ■! ■■ 

allies embarked from ?' ... ■ ■■ ; .. ;i .■ ■■ * 

bark which was fo .' ■ . 

About thirty Spaniards who had ■ . 

ofUTieally entreated that they -i i' i ■ ■ 

lielii7id to fall into the hands of I ‘ W.- 

‘had lunch ado,’ say the Buccaneers, ‘to find boats 
‘<'nough for ourselves: the Spaniards, however, found 
'or made bark logs, and it Ix'ing for their Iive.s, made 
‘shift to fome along with n.s.’ At Ion that niglit it 
was low water, luid they stopped ou account of the 
flood tido‘. The next morning they i)nrsucd their 
course to the sea. 


CHAPTER X 


First Buccaneer Expedition in the South Sea, 

On the 19th of April, the Buccr.r.eovs, under ihe com- 
mand of John Ooxon, entered i!ie Bay of .I’nuain;’. ; 
and the same day, at one oi iho lsla'i'I.s in ilui .Bey, 
they captured a Spanish vessel of 3v) i.m.s, oi'i l.'-'/.iivI of 
which 130 of the Buccaneers iiii!i!.. 7 diat-..lv- llioiri- 

selvcs, glad to b..- rcl-v ve-.l fi-oi-.i '..lie c;.!' inir d ai'd 
crowded state they Ij-ad e:iihn*ed in tim -I'lic 

next day another ^i.rdi Ij.vrk w.-rs i.‘ik(;:i. Ibe piiL.suit 
of these vessels, and seeking an’.o-.ig !J;e .{.slanii? for 
provisions, had separated tbe- Bncc;;iiC;er.s : bi.:i; I'hey 
had agreed to roudezvons at liie hslnud Ci.cfi'.!!.), ne.-iv 
the entrance of the river Cheapo. kSltorp, ho'i^'ever, 

* N.'irr.ntivc hv Basil Eingrose, p. 3 . 1 Rin.fjrofie, p. ii, 
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HTifl soli 10 or.iiors. vniii f-ing fresh water, went to th€ 
Pearl Islands. The rest got to Ohepiilo on the i!2nd, 
where they found good provision of plnnt.-iins, fresh 
water and hogs; and at four o’clock that same after- 
noon, they rowed from the Island towards Panania. 

By this time, of l!‘.« !r being in the Bay 

had reached the cliy. iligi!!- vcs-ols were lying in rho 
road, three of \vh:-.-h ilu; Sit.-.niar - i..' - ■'> ■ . - 

manning rlnnii V. ii ii ihe of ■ =: 

addition of men from the shore ; the whole, according 
to the Buccaneer accounts, not cxi. •■•I'lliii;.; men. and 
not more than one-third of them hi-ing IvLii-iiin'.'.n.s ; 
the rest were uiula-ttoes and negroes. 

On the 2-‘3rd, heforo sunrise, tlio liiu-caneer.s f.-ame in 
sightofthe ■■■ii y : and as sum as lli/y -were desm-ied, the 
three armed Spanish- ships got under sail, mid stood 
towards them. Tiie conflict W'as severe, ami. la, steal the 
greater part of the day, when it l.>r;n:n:i!'.“d In ih.e 
defeat of the Spaniards, tw'O of ilioir ‘n'diig 

ca,rricd by boarding, and the third obliged to save her- 
self by flight. The Spanish Commander fell, with 
many of his people. Of the Buccaneers IS -were killed, 
.‘Mul .‘dxive .'■!() V. ouTidod. Peter Harris, one of their 
Canr.-.ins, was among the w'onndcd, and died two days 
after. 

One B'.. ‘ we were, in all (>S men 

‘that 1 -, me . ngr.gu: in isgL.,. of that day.’ Another 
Buccaneer rolate.s, ‘we had sent aw;i.y the Spanisli 
‘bark to seek fresh water and had put on board Inn* 
‘above one hundred of our best men; so tiiat we had 
‘ only cauoe.s for this fight, and in them not aliovc 2lK) 
‘fighting men.’ The Spanish .^hijis foiiglii. wil.’i grea.i. 
bravery, but were overmatch'd, bc.irig manned witii 
motley and untaught crows; v.-b.c-rea-; ;.iic i >ac<;iineo!;i 
had been in constant training i.o ilie use of r, rms ; 
and their being in canoes was no gie;’t di.^a(i winia;.:...-, 
as they had a smooth sea to Jlgl-.t in. The Cidom- 
of liichard Sawkins, who, ;;ner being ilirrro ■line.; 
repulsed, succeeded in boarding and eiipinving one. of 
the Spanish .ships, was in-incip:iiiy ii; 
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gaining the viciory to the Buccaneei'd. It gjiincjii hiiu 
also their confidence, and the luore fully as some 
among- them woj’c tliouglit to have shown backn'ard- 
ness, of which number John Coson, tlieir elected 
Ccfunnaiidei', a.ppeat'S to hc'ive been. The Daiien Chiefs 
were in tlie heat of the battle. 

Iinmodiatoly after the Adetory the Buccaneers stood 
towards I'anama, tlieri a new city, and on a different 
si(,c irov.i the old, bc-ing roen* miles Westward of the 
laiins of iho (i:!y burm by The old city had 

yor. some iiiha!;;Lj!niK. Tiu; !)r(;s(-nL adventurers did 
r;i;L' judgo lisoii* sl!*<‘ngth suOicient for landing, and 
l!i','y coiii (‘iitOvi i.lioniselvcs Avith capinring the A'csstils 
ili-'it Avc.’T at aischov near the small Islands of Perico, 
in liio road before tbe city. One of ihe.so vessels aa'us 
a ship named the Tj*iuidad, of JIX) tons burthen, in 
good condii.i(.')n, a fa.st sailer, and had on board a 
cargo in'incijjally consisting of wine, sugar, and SAveot- 
nieats ; ajul moroover a considorahlo sum of money. 
The Spanish occaa’-, before they loft her, had both 
scuttled and set htu* on lire, hut the Buccaneers took 
lAOssession in time to extinguish the liarnes, and to 
stop the leaks. In tlie other prizes they found flour 
and ammunition; and tAVo of them, besides the 
Trinidad, they flttiid up for cruising. Two prize 
A'essels, and a tinaniity of goods which Avere of no use 
fo tliciii, as iron, skin, and soaj),Avhich the Spaniards at 
[Panama refused to ransom, they destroyed. Besides 
these, Ihoy captured among the Islaisds some small 
vc.sseks laden Avii.h poultry. Thus in less than ii Aveck 
after their aj'j'ival across the Isthmus to tlie coast of 
the South Sea, they Avere proAuded with .a small fleet, 
not ill equipped ; and AA'ith wbieli they now formed an 
actual and close blockade by sea, of Panrnua, stationing 
theiuscdves at anchor in front of the city. 

This ncAV city was already cousidor.-jbly Lu-ger than 
(.)jd Ptiumna b.ad ever been, its extent being in length 
full a mile and a half, and in bi-eadth aboA'e 
a, mile. The churches (eight in number) were nol. 
yo't llnislied. The cathedral church at the Old Toavu 
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was still in use, ‘the beautiful building whereof,’ says 
Ringrose, ‘maltetb a fab show at a distaiieo, like unto 

• the church of St. Paul’s at London. Bound the city 
‘ for the space of seven leagues, more or less, all the 
‘adjacent country is what they call in the Spanish 
‘language, Savana, that is to say, plain and level 
■groiind. as sir.oiiih ;!.« a slieci : only here and there is to 

• i)(j sc. n a- :r!!\all snoi. f)!‘ woody land. And every 
‘where this level ground is full of vacadas, where 
‘ whole droves of cows and oxen are kept. But the 
‘ ground whereon the city standeth, is damp and 
‘ moist, and of had repuLtJ for health. The sea is also 
‘ very full of w^orms, much jaejudicial to shipping, for 
‘which reason the king’s ships are always kept near 
‘ Lima. We found here in one night after onr arrival, 
‘worms of three quarters of an inch in limglh, both 
‘in our bed-cloaths and other .'ij)pa:-c'|.’ 

Within two or three days Jificr ilie battle with the 
iSpani.sli Annadilla, discord broke out anumg the 
Buccaneers. The reflections made aipon the behaviour 
of Coxon and some of his followers, dotoriuincd liini 
and s;.'V(>iiiy in mi Id return by the River of Sta. Mai'ia 
(,,t\-er tlie Isihmu.s to the North Sea. Two of the small 
jirize vessels wore given them for this purpose, and at 
Lhe same t'me, the Barii'.n Chiefs, Caj'iain ..ludreius 
and ('.'iipiain Antonio, wiiii mo.-t oi! tlai." peojili, 
departed to reinr-n ro tinrir hoine.s. Andcoa.s sliowed 
hi.s goodwill towards llio .ll’.iccan(H!!'.s who remained in. 
ilie Soinli Sea, liy leaving wiili ihoni a son.-iiid omMif 
Lis nc.jdiew.s. 

On ific de]:ai.im-e of Coxon, Rirliard Sawkins was 
( (u'lK'ral (iv Commander. They continued 

ten days in the road before Panama, at the end of 
winch they retired to an Island named Tahog.i, niore 
distant, hut whence they could see voss! I.s .going io, 
or coming from, Panama. At Tahogfi tlu'y si ojaied 
nearly a fortnight, having had notice i!.iat a li.-h '.'iiij) 
from Lima was shortly <*xpccted ; hnr. sin- canio noV 
within that time. Some other \-os.sels however foil into 
their hands, by which they oht;iined in spei'ie hoi iveou 
00 
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fH'ty .'jiiil ilioii^inid dollars, 1200 packs of Hour, 

2iX)'rf ,iav.s Oi.' \\irio, a cpirir’tity of brandy, sugar, sweet- 
meats, poultry, and otlier provisions, some gunpowder 
and shot, besides various other articles of merchandise. 
Among their prisoners, were a number of negro slaves, 
which was a temptation to the merchants of Panama, 

) ! » I’l vdiilsL they lay at Taboga, who 

i ■!, vu, '■'■i I'. -i I-' := ■ i>i‘Iz(! goods, and as many of the 
111 -. -'-.' ■ .1 . Ibi I. ..icei-s would part with, giving for 
a : I-.' two hundred pieces of eight; and they also 

sold to the Buccaneers sncli stores and commodities as 
they wore in need of. Ringrose relates, that in the 
course of this communication, a message was delivered 
to their Chief from the Governor of Panama, demand- 
ing, “why, dining a time of peace between England 
“and Sjiain, Englishmen should come into those seas, 
“to commit iiijinyi' and from whom they had their 
“commission so to dor” To which message, Sa-wkins 
returned answer, ‘ that he and his companions came to 
‘assist their friend the King of Darien, who was the 
‘rightful Lord of Panama, and all the country there- 
‘abouts. That as they had come so far, it was 
‘ reasonable they should receive some satisfaction for 
‘their trouble: and if the Governor would send to 
‘them 500 pieces of eight for each man, and a 1000 for 
‘ each commander, and would promise not any farther 
‘to annoy the Darien Indians, their allies, that then 
‘the would desist from 7 and go 

‘.^u’- ;'y I.' r •,’■■■'■ ii-.isiness.’ 

I5y i'. - ...I'.i- .. who trad ! v-'.'.i ^ 

I.,-' I- IV- .op of Pan. u. , ■.v:'»!a 

he had formerly i.,'. r. ’i-; i-t W- « Ir. 

and sent him a i .'I j'..- r. ; ■!. . . r. 

the Bishop sent .-s i i ■■■- :■ ■ i.. 

Sawkins would have Avui;.(!-.l longer for the rich ship 
expected from Peru; b'ui ;i!l ihc live stock within 
reach had been consumed, and his men became 
impatient for fresh provisions. ‘Tins Taboga,’ says 
Khaa'p, ‘is an exceeding pleasant island, abounding in 
‘fruits, such as inne-apxjles, oranges, lemons, pears, 
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'tnaiuiiiees, cocoa-nuts, and others; with a sinall, but 
‘bivive coinuiodious fresh river running in it. The 
‘ jmchorage is h.Iso clear and good.’ 

On tlie liilh of M.ay, they sailed to the Island 
Otociuo, at which place they found hogs and poultiy ; 
and, tile same day, or the day following, thc'.y 
departed witli throe ships and two small barks, from 
the Bay of Panama, steering Westward for a. Spanish 
town named Pueblo Nuevo. 

In this short distance they had much blowing 
wcathca* and contrary winds, by Avbi.-h both the small 
barks, one with fifteen men, the oii'.er seven 

men, wore separated from the ships, a;;ii did noi, join 
them again. The ci'ew of one of thes - l».ii‘!c.s ictLiirne. I 
over the T / v. ’ a Ooxon’s parly. 'I'iie oi,!;- i' 
bark was ■ ■ Siianiards. 

About 11 ) 0 21st, the shii^s anchored, near the Island 
Quiho from the North ])art of which, to the town of 
Pueblo Nuevo ou the main land, w •• ‘ ''■t 

leagues. Sawkliis, with sixty men, eo ■ • 

the smallest ship, and sailed to the • : 
wliich leads to the town. Ho there left the ship witli 
a few men to follow him, .and proceeded witli the rest 
in canoes up the river by nig! it, having a negro 
jud'^oner for pilot. Those k-;’i wiiJi the care of the 
f'liil), ‘(.'n'crcil the river, keeping close by the East 
‘ shore, on whicli there is a round hill. Within two 
‘ stones cast of the shore there was fpur fsithoms 
‘ dc'pth ; and within the point a very fine and lai-ge 
* river opens. But being strangers to tlie place, the 
‘ship w'asriiu , a ground nigh a rock which lieth by the 
‘ Wcstivard shore; for the true channel of this river is 
‘nearer to tJie East than to W'.-si; sl'.o!.v\ Tiie 
‘Island Quibo is SSE from the mouifi •••■ till.-,- river".’ 

The canoes met with much oi-,i rucir m l.rccs 

\vhif,-ii Hie Spaniards had felled across tlio r-iver; Imi. 
they an'ived before (be (own during the night. The 
Rpanijuds had erected .svimc works, on 'which iiccouid'. 
tlie Buccaneers waited in their canoes till dayliglit, 

■* Ringrosc. Ch;ip, ix, 
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nnd then jaiulotl; Tvlien Richarrl SinvkinSj adrancinp; 
’ivH.li the foi'einosfc of lii.g men towaicls a breasi/Wovlv, 
v.a.s killed, a.s \verc two of Jiis followei's. Shavp was 
the next in coiomancl, bur. he was dishea-Tteaed by .sn 
nnfortujiato a beginnin." and ordered a retreat. Three 
Buccaneer.5 vv'ere wounded i.i tlse re-r.iu'.'.ukai iou. 

In the narrative W'hich fSiiai-p hir.i' r.iii;li.:ii 'd. be 
says, ‘we landed at a stockado huili by iiu; .SpaiLi,:Jii-‘. 
‘ndioro wo had a small i.vJ!-jo!ir!i.er wii.b ■ eui 
‘who killed us three men, wberoof ;:b.e bi-av,.: t'/rpl .".iu 
‘Saw'kins wvis one, and woiUKi.vl or !j\e ni.Mo: 

‘besiiles which we got ■■ • ' • . .«•.) l!i:it v.e fo'.inil ir 
‘our best vray to retreat down. i!u> lu • , «. i r. 

The death of Sawkins was a give' i ii > im ■ to the 
Buccaneers, and was felt by riu m - .nli. Oru' 
Buccaneer relates, ‘Captain S.r.vk;:i.' lardum' a.i' Pnebio 
‘Nuevo before ihe re.st, as boir'g a man 0\. iiudaumed 
‘eournge, and running up wiih a .s tiall pa-iy lO a 
‘breastwork, was unfortiiaaLo’y And i.b:.-- 

‘disaster occasioned a mutiny amongst our •, f-r 
‘ our Oomnianders wore not thought to . i i .■■iv ■ 
‘for suoli hard ontoi'prises. Kow Capta’-. v,v , 

‘left in chief, and he -was ceusiu’ed by ir , i". ; >■■! lia: 
‘contest grew to that degree that they t! . d li 
‘l)artics, and about 70 of our men fell oil: from u?.’ 

llingrose was not in England when his narrative; W'as 
pul/llsliod ; and advaiilage was lalum oc hi.s a.bsence, to 
inter}.>o];Lto in it sonic impudent passages in com- 
nie.udatiou of Sharp’s valoiu*. In the printed Narrative 
attributed to llingrose, ho is made to say, ‘ Cai)tain 
‘Sawkins in laiuning up to the breastwork at th.e 
‘head of a few men was killed; a man ns valiant and 
‘courageous a.s any could be, and, next unto Captain 
‘Sharp, the best beloved of all oiu.’ company, or the 
‘most part thereof.’ 

llingrose’s manuscript .Tournal has been prc;.scrvod in 
the Sioaue. Collection, at the British Museum (No. 
3S20'‘' of Ayscough's Catalogue) wherein, wioh nn.l<ural 

* No. 48 in the .s.ariic colieotion is a njanuscrirt copy of i’ingroKe's Journal, 
but v.n-!ed in the s.aine manner from the Originn! .is the printej N.irralivc. 
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expression of affection and regard, he says, ‘ Captafu 
‘Saw'kins was a valiant and generous spirited man, 
‘and beloved above any other we ever had among us, 
which he well deserved.’ 

In their retreat doAvn the river of Pueblo Nuevo, 
die took a ship laden with indigo, butter, 

and ifiicb; and burnt two other vessels. When 
Ti tui ned lo (iiiibo, they could not agree in the choice 
of a commander. Bartholomew Sharp had a greater 
number of voices than any other pretender, which he 
obtained by boasting that he would take them a 
cruise whereby he did not at all doubt they would 
return home with not less than i i : • 

each man. Sharp was elected by i , 

Between 80 and 70 men who ■,! m ‘ ■ 

Coxon quitted the command, from attachment to 
Caj ! •v'"'!.-! not stay to be commanded 

by '>■ . "I. ;,! ■! from Quibo in one of the 

prize vessels to return over the Isthmus to the West 
Indies ; where they safely arrived. All the Darien 
Indians also returned to the Isthmus. One hundred 
and forty-six Buccaneers remained with Bartholomew 
Sharp. 

‘On the SE side of the Island Qiiibo is a shoal, or 
‘spit of sand, which stretches out a quarter of a 
‘ league into the sea*.’ Just within this shoal, in 14 
fathoms depth, the Bu --r lay at anchor. 

The Island abounded i:ii ■■■•. ■' this being the 
rainy season. They caught red deer, turtle, and 
oysters. Ringrose says, ‘here v. ■ , 

‘that we were forced to cut f . i* j.; . 

‘each quarter being a good m- ii '.* -.v,.'.. 
also oysters of a smaller kind, which fho 

Spaniards collected Timy killed alligatocs at 

Quibo, some above 2d fci i,- in lorigi.h ; ‘ i hcy were \-oi v 
‘fearful, and tried to escape from those wlio buni.ed 
‘ them.’ Ringrose relates, that he stood under a man- 
chineal tree to shelter himself from the rain, but some 
drops fell on his skin from the tree, which caused 

* Ringrrose, p. 44. 
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him to break out all over in red spots, and he was 
not well for a week afterwards. 

Jnno the 0th, Sharp and his followers, in two ships, 
sailed from Quibo Sonthward for (.he coii>t of Piaei, 
intending to stop by the way or il’.e Chihipago- 
.Islands; but the winds prevented f,- On, ■ 
they anchored on -Soiiiii ^;do i ''.m.! '.i 

gona, near the niomh of ti riw-v. ■! ;• ■ i,-;! 

‘ inoiTntainons Island, about four !■ 

‘ and is distant about fora- leagues from the Continent. 
‘The .anehorego i.s w=thin a pistol-shot of the shore, 
‘in drpili from .i."! to 20 fathoms. At the SW of 
‘(iorgona i.s ;i .•^ninllor Island, and without the same 
‘stands a small rock*.’ There were at this time 
streams of fresh water on every side of the Island. 

Gorgona being nninhabited, was thought to be a 
good place of conce.nlment. The fsliiiul supplied 
rabbits, monkeys, turtle, oysters, and birds ; which 
provision wa,s inducement to the J’JiiccMm:cH'.=, ii'.’i,- 
withstandiug the rains, to remain H.civ, ituliilging in 
idlene.ss, t ill near the end of July, when the weather 
hc'gan to be dry. They killed ii snulic fu; G(;rjr(m;i, 
eleven feet long, and fourteen inches in circni!'.,-- 
feresice. 

July the 25th, they put to sea. .'■>! i ;■ ic i , vi i ■ I 
an intention to attack Gruayaquil ; '-i.- i-. ■ : ‘ 

opinion that their long stay at / i', .. 

occasioned their being discovered Ip;. :'i- ! . 

‘notwithstanding that he himself had persuaded them 
‘to stay;’ tlieir ijlan wa.s therefore changed for the 
attack of places more South Avard, AAdiore they would 
be less expected. The wintls Avei’e from the South- 
Avard, and it Avas not till Augu.st the 13th, that they 
got as far as the I.sland Platii. 

The only lauding at Plata at this time, was on tIu^ 
NE side, ne;.i,r a deep A^alles’', where the ships anchored 
in 12 fathoms. Goats were on this Island in such 
numbers, that they killed above a hundred in a day 
with little labour, and salted what they did not want 

* Ri'ngrose and Sharp. 
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for present use. Turile anJ fish \yern in plenty. Tlaey 
foiincl only one small spring of fresh water, which 
wiis near the landing place, and did not yield them 
more than 20 gallons in the 24 hours. wo; ? no 

trees 021 any ]>ai‘t of the Island, 

From Plata they proceeded Southward. The 2ijltli, 
near Cape St. Elena, ihoy mot a Spiniish .ship from 
(luayaquil bound to Panama, which ihoy took aficr a 
■sliort. aclion in which one Buccaneer v.a-, killcl. .and 
two others were wounded. In this pii/c i iicy iomr'i 
OijOO doilar.s. They learnt from their prisoners, that 
one of the small buccaneer tenders, which b.ad been 
Separated from Sawkiiis in sailing from the Ba.y 
of Panama, had been taken by the Spaniards, 
after losing six men out of seven which composed her 
crow, iriieir adventure was as follows. Not being 
able to join their Oommandor Sawkins at Quibo, they 
sailed to the Island Gallo near the Continent (in 
about 2® N.) where they found a party of Sjianiards, 
from whom they took three white women. A few 
days afterwards, they put in at .another small Island, 
four leagues dishaut from Gallo, whoi’o they propo.sed 
to remain on the lookout, in hopes of seeing some of 
their friends come that way, as Sawkins had deel.-ii'cd 
it hi.s inL(Mjtit)n to go to the coast of Peru. Whilst 
they were waiting in this expectation, ;! p"---”--'-! 
wlioin they had kept pi-isonni’, made his i ■■ ■ n.' ■■ \'.o 

them, and got iwer to the main land, 'i-' o. ' 
buccaneer crew had the imprudence nevertheless to 
remain in the same quarters long enough to giro 
time for a j;r.rty of Spaniards to ^lass over from the 
main land, v. I'.ieli they did without being perceived, 
and jilaccd Uicmselvca in .‘Midi . \ 

advaiatage, tliat at one \ri';:y .-iv i;,;- 

c<a22ecrs out of the seven; il.o v.-- i'" . i- - 

tbeir pri.soi 202 \ 

.Sliarp aiid his men divided the smfill sum of money 
taken in their last prize, and sunk her, Bingrosc 
relate.?, ‘wo also punished a Friar a.nd slmt liun upon 
‘tlie dock, ca.sLing him overboard wbile he w.as yet 
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'alive. I a’ohorrod .such cvueltics, yet was foi’ced to 
‘hold my tongue,.’ It is not said iu what maimer the 
J^riar liad ofloiided, and Sharj) does not mention the 
circiinistance in his Journ.'il. 

One of the two ves.se]s in wJiicli the Bnccaneors 
cmisod, sailed badly, on which account .she was 
abandoned, tind they all eiubaiflied in the ship named 
the Trinidad. 

On tlie -1th of September tliey took a vcsr-ei jVoiii 
Guayaquil bound for Lima, wiiii a l.-diag of liinbor, 
fhocolato, raw .silk, India.n cicth, and i JivCcul si oclJugs. 
Tt appear.s here to have bci'-n a ciisioiti aiiioiig ilu: 
Buccaneers, for the first who boaruv-d an eivnny, ca* 
captured vessel, to be allowetl some oxna lu-ivi'.-'gc o;.’ 
plunder. Bingrose says, ‘we ca.si. di(;o for 11 n; rn-.«i; 
‘entrance, and the lot fell lo tbi- lavUoarvl w.’.i.cb, .so 
‘twenty men belonging to watch, (mroicd her.’ 
They took out of this vessel .‘-s innch of i.iie (.■;u'go .-is 
they chose, and pot some of IIu-m* p!!sou-;:i-.s in In'i.-; 
afte.i* which liu'y d'.sini.s.s;'d lu'v with only one mast 
standing ,aud one .^ail, tlnu siu* .should not be able to 
prosecute her voyage Southward. Sharp passed Callao 
at a distance from land, being appre]ien.sivc there 
might be ships of w’JW’ in the road. October the 2Gth, 
he was near the town t)C Arica, when tlie boa.is 
manned with a large iiarty of Buccaneers departed 
from the ship with intention to attack the town ; but, 
on coming near the shore, they found the surf high, 
and the whole country appoare-d lo he. in arms. They 
retiuncd to the ship, ami ii, agreed to bear away 
for Ilo, a .sm.'dJ lown on '..iu! coa.si, in latitude about 
17" 10' S. Their stock of fresh w.‘iter was by this time 
so reduced, l.hat they had come to an allowance of 
only half a yiint for a man for the day ; and it is 
I'clatod that a pint of water was sold in the ship for 
.‘10 doHar.s, Tiiey succeeded however in lauding at Ilo, 
and obtained there fresh water, wine, fruits, flour, oil, 
cliocolale, sugar, and other provisions. The Spaniards 
would give neither money nor cattle to h.ave their 
Imildiugs and plantations spared, and tlie Buc- 
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caueers c.ianniiici! all the mischief they could. 

Frojii llo they proceeded Southward. December the 
1st, ill the night, being in latitude about 31% they 
found themselves in white water, like banks or 
breakers, which extended a mile or more in length ; 
but they ■ .1 .'’■■■ ■ ■ ‘"k*'” ‘^’arm by discover- 
ing that . ■ ■ . ■ i to be rocks and 

breakers was a large shoal of anchovies. 

December the 3rd, they landed at the town of La 
Serena, which they entered without opposition. Some 
Spaniards came to negociate with them to ransom 
llui town from being burnt, for which they agreed to 
})ay 05,000 pieces of eight ; but the money came not at 
tJie tiiiio appointed, and the Buccaneers had reason to 
.su.spect the t''paniards intended to deceive them. 
I'Miigrosc relates, that a man ventured to come in the 
night from the shore, on a float made of a hoi’se’s 
hide blown up like a bladder. ‘He being arrived at 
‘ the ship, went under the stern and crammed oakum 
‘ and brimstone and other combustible matter between 
‘the rudder and the stern-post. Having done this, he 
‘iired it with a match, so that in a small time our 
‘rudder was on fire, and all the ship in a smoke,. Oin* 
‘men, both alarmed and amazed with this .smoke, 
‘ran up and down the ship, suspe - 
‘to have fired the vessel, thereby i-. ._>m ■:! •■■■ . 

•and seek our destruction. At last they found out 
‘where the fire was, and Il.-.r ; -7 f. -i .i,. i 

‘quench it before its going ...> ■. i ■ i v..- 

‘sent the boat ashore, and f-. ,;i b.- ‘ .r 

‘mentioned, and the mate! .s;, ■ i . . 

‘ wl'.eroby vve became acquainted with the whole 
‘ matter.’ 

By the La Serena expedition they obtained five 
himdred pounds weight of silver. One of tlie crew 
died in consequence of hard drinking ■v\hilst on .sliore. 
They released all theii’ prisoners here, except a jjilot ; 
after which, they sLood from, the Continent for Juan 
Fernandez. In their apjn-oach to that Island, it is 
remarked by Pdngrose, that they saw neither bird, 
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nor fish: and this being noticed to the pilot, ho nifule 
answer, that he bad many times sailed by Jnnn 
Fernandez, and had never seen either fish or fowl 
wJiilst lit sea in sight of the Islimd. 

Oh <.'ln'i=tinii,s day, they ancljored in a bay at the 
South |iiui of Juan tVra.u.dvx^ I-u*., iliidiug the winds 
Sijl and .Siaiiheily, tbi-y (oiiiled liiiH ;M;> borage, and 
went to a Bay on the North side of the Island, Avhure 
they east anchor in 1-1- fathoms, so n.'iir to the shove 
t.hac- they fastened the end of another ■''abV ■“'•-m thr- 
ship to the trees; being sheltered by ■ ; .-I 

ESE round by the South and West, .■•.I r'.> iV:- a- 
N b W*. Their fastenings, however, li: i > >; ' <• I 
the ship against the strong flurries ■ ■' v-- • 

the land, and she was tw'''*" f-. wa : ’;>d ■■:u:-h 

time recovered the anobiora'.- i m - ij ‘ , 

The shore of this iiay ii-i- d 

sea lions, Avhoso noise and coiiifwiny ivej*c \ i-i y iroiihlc- 
j some to the inoa employed in Jiiiir.g fiC'li waler, 

■ The seals coveted to lie where streams of fresh water 

! ran into the sea, which made it iie-s.-saj-v lo iicoiiie 

f ■ ■■ ■i ■> , :s o’ • beat tb.ciu olV. .1 'ish avoiv. in l lui 

., ■■■ ,1 ■ . ■ : .!•!•! 'nmimt '.'aido A-a hii-f!-? Jiiul iheir 

nests near the shore, which makes liu; lemarh vi 
liingi'oso on ajiproaching the (.'?;• :id ( iio more oxira- 
ordiiiury. Craw-fish and lobstc'vs Avere in abundance; 
and oji the Island itself goats Avero in such plonty, 
tliut, besides Avliat they eat diu-iiig their stay, they 
killed about a hundred for salLiug, aud took aAvay as 
many alh’^e. 

Here new disag roeAnents broke out among the 
; Buceaneevs. Some AA'ished to sail hnniediatoly home- 

! AA’ard by the Sti-ait of Sragalhancvs ; oLiiors desired to 

try their fortune longer in the South Sea. Sharp was 
of the party for returuing home ; but in tlie end the 
majority deposed him fi-om the command, and elected 

I for his succes.sor John Watling, ‘aii old i^rivateer, and 

‘ esteemed a stout seaman.’ Articles Avere drawn up in 
writing betAA’^een Watling aud the eroAV, and subscribed. 

♦ Sharp's Journal, p. 73. 
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Narrative says, ‘the true occasion of (.lie gvuJgo. 
‘against Shai’p was, that he had got by itiese adveii- 
‘ l ures almost a thousand pounds, whereas many of 
‘ our men were scarce worth a groat ; and good reason 
‘ tliere was for their povex’ty, for at ilio Isle of Plate 
‘and other places, thf^ had lost all their money to 
‘tlieir folloxv jiuccaneeil,' at dice; so that some had a 
‘great deal, and others, noi.hii.g. Those who 

‘were thrifty sided with Caf.iaiii iSliarit. but the 
‘others, lieing the greatest number, turned Sharp out 
‘(if his command ; and M\iir])'.s party wei e ]\-i -■si.uh d 
‘to have ixatii'nce. seeing ihcy were ilio fo.wtisi, and 
‘had money In lose, which the other parly h.ad not, 
l)a.mi)Ie.r says Sharp w.-.s di.«p!ac(‘d liy gein-val (.•on.'-.eni'. 
the comjiany r.ot b.eiug saiisiiocl eiidicr with. Ids convage 
or his conduct. 

Watling began Ins commar.d by ordering the 
observance of the SalihiLli. ‘'.rins day, January the 
‘9th,’ says Bingrose, ‘was the first Sunday that ever 
‘we kept by command since the loss and death of 
‘our valiant Commander Captain Sawkins, wlio once 
‘ threw the dice overboard, finding them in use on 
‘the said day.’ 

The 11th, two boats were sent ; ■‘h" Jil'- to a 
distant part of the Island to catc-'- g . O*' the 

following morning, the boats were seen returning in 
groat haste, and firing muskets to give alarm. ■^Vhfin 
arrived on board, they gave information that three 
sail, which they helio.vcd to bo .Sj',iuu.sh .-diijvs of war, 
were in sight of the Island, ami were ma.kijig foi* I lie 
anchorage. In half an houi- after this notice, iiie 
Ktinuge shijos were seen from the i"! : upon which, 

all IJie men eiu})loyed on .'ihoro in watering, hunting, 
and otlicr occuj.'al.ions, we:-,-- fvdh.d on hoard with the 
utmost speed ; and not K? i.ise tinio, the ojible was 
slipped, iind tlie .ship put i-:) li. J>ap]iencd in this 

hurry of (piittiug the Island, ihat one of the Mosqui to 
Indians wlio bad come with the Buccaneers, and w'as 
by theju called William, Avas absent in the woods 
hunting goats, and heard notliing of the ahirin. No 
lOd 
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time could be spared for search, aiid the shiij sailed, 
without him. This it seems A\'as not the first iuBtaiico 
of a solitary individual being left to inhabit Juan 
Fernandez. Tlieir Si^anish pilot affirmed to them, 
that ‘many years before, a ship had been cast away 
‘ there, and only one man savejf, who lived alone upon 
‘ the Island five years, when another ship coining that 
‘way, took him oif.’ 

The three vessels "whose apiiearance caused them in 
such haste to quit their auchor'age, wore armed 
Spanish ships. They remained in sight of tlic Buc- 
caneer ship two days, but no inclination appeared on 
either side to try the event of a battle. The 
Buccaneers had not a single great gun in their ship, 
and must have trusted to their musketry and to 
boarding. 

On the evening of the liltli after dark, they resigned 
tlio honour of tlie field to the Spaniards, and made 
sail Eastward for the American coast, with design to 
attack Arica, which jilace they had been informed 
contained great riches. 

Tlie 2<3tli, they were close to ihc small i.-land named 
Yqueque, about 25 leagues to i!ie Somli of .Arica, 
where they plundered a small Todi.iu village of pn.")- 
visions, and took two old Spaniards and levo Indians 
prisoners. This Island was destitute of fresh water, 
and the inhabitants were obliged to supply themselves 
from the C'oiitiuouL, at a river named I)e Camarones, 
11 Wx'Jauish lcague.s to the North of Ytiueque. The 
people on Y'tjueque were the seiwants and slaves <if 
the Governoi." of Arica, and were employed by bim to 
(tatch and dry fish, which were disposed of to great 
profit among the inland towns of the Continent. The 
India ns here eat much and often of certain leaves 
‘ which were in taste much like to the hay lea-ves in 
England, l)y the continual use of which their teetli 
wei-e dyed of a green colour.’ 

The 27th, ’iVatUug examined one of the old Spaniards 
concerning the force at Arica; and being offended at 
his answers, ordered him to be shot, which was done, 
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Tlie same morning they took a small bark from the 
Kiver Oamarones, r. 

In the night of ; ■‘■‘■.r r. : ■ one hundred 

men departed from the ship in the small prize bark 
and boats for Arica. They put ashore on the main- 
Jcind about :five 1 ■ 'b-- -'h of Arica, before 

it was light, ami ! i e ■■.-‘ ■.•.■- d among rocks all 
day. At night, they again proceeded, and at daylight 
(on the 30th) landed with 92 men, four miles 

from the town ; to which they marched, and gained 
entrance, with the loss of three men killed, and two 
wounded. O’berc was a casilc or fort, which for their 
own security tliey ought immediately to have attacked ; 
bul Watling was only intent on making prisoners, 
until ho was incommoded with more than could be 
well guarded. This gave the inhabitants who had 
fled, time to recover from their alarm, and they col- 
lected in the Fort. To complete the mistake, Watling 
at Icngtli advaiiced to attack the fort, where ho found 
resistance more than he expected. Watling put in 
])ractice the expedient of placing his jn'isonevs in front 
of his own men ; but the defenders of the fort wore 
not a whit deterred thereby from firing on the Buc- 
caneers, who were twice repulsed. The Spaniards 
without, in the meantime, began to make head from 
ail parts ; and in a little time the Buccaneers, from 
being the assailants, found themselves obliged to look 
to their dcl'crnco. Vv'ai.litjg tiieir <;liu‘f was killed, as 
were two fiuarler-inastcrrs, rJic boaiswain, and some 
others of Laeir nu.-j.i ; and i.!ie resi. iliouglit it 

necessary to retreat to their boats, which, though 
harassed the whole way by a distant firing from the 
Spaniards, they offected in tolerable order, and em- 
barked. 

In this aliiU'k, the Buccaneers lost in kill;-,’, and 
taken prisoners by the Spaniards, 2S men; and of 
those who got hack to the ship, eighteen were 
Abounded. Among the men taken by the. Spaniards 
n-ere two surgeons, to whose care the wounded had 
been comrnittod. ‘We could have brought off 


our 
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‘dontors,’ f-'ny=: ‘liut tlu'V got to drinking 

‘whilst we were .-js-n'diing the fort, and when w'o 
‘called to them, ilioy wo.dd not come with ns.’ The 
Soaniiiid-’ gave eiiaviei* io the snrgeotis, ‘ they being 
‘atilc lo do rhoii! good in that couniry : bnt 

‘as JO iJ)f- vronjided ine.-j inlirn prisnners, they n-ere 
‘all knock's! on iho la-ad.’ ' 
ii'lic wlioh'-: fiai-ly i.i;ai. laiui-ed at Arica narrowly 
oscajicd de-l i'n'‘l.: 0 !! ; for i lu' .Spaniards learnt from 
the priso.ners they took, the signals which had been 
agreed iipon with the men left in charge of the heals : 
of which information they made such use, liia;; :he 
floats had quitted their station, and set sail to run 
down to the town: bnt some Buccaneers who had 
been most syieedy in the retreat, arrived at the sea 
side iust in time to call them back. 

'j-diis mi.scarrIa.gG so much disheartened the whole 
Buccaneer crew, that they made no attcnnyjfc to take 
three ships which were at anchor in tlie road b(;fore 
Arica. Sharp was reinsh-'^ '-'l f'w 
ho was esteemed a lead • i‘ - . ‘ '.-li ■ i f : ."y 

other; and every one v ’.i . .ii , '-i:'!! 

Sea, but wliich it was i; ; s :!••■■ •: ■! 'ii do 

by re-crossing the Isth:- " . 'i ,y .ii I ■ , , 

immediately steer Northward ; hut continned to boat 
up against the wind to the Soiitbward, till the lOtli 
of INhiTcli, when they landed at Guasco or Hiiasco (in 
hit. about 28^°) from which place they carried olT 12f) 
slsci'P, SM goiil=., 2'J") of 1 : 011 !, jnid iilled their 

wiih fic.-!i v.a;,(-r. 

l.Ina.scro I’lV.-y .-Mood h.' i [:o .Nofi !i. On the 27th, 
il i! -"id \7. a. 'nic Naj-iviiive 7‘-.nia rk.s, ‘our foD-- 
‘mi-i- cni-cri-ammer.!. i.;:d bi.(::t .so vi-ry li-id, that wc 
' n ! iv \' ( f;>v.rag-;-d io srop die- re again,’ They 
'am;; !i :iv. ' a.>. of n-iiicb Vx'.-ifi-t.* s.-iy-;, ‘ Biver Ylo 

■ ■, 1 'uue ’• a i!iry Vviii^-li != tin- Ih-esi [have .seen. 

■ iM j'dl trie coa.'i of Per", aru: f :! .li-sbcd with a multi- 
‘ i nde (.11 vi'-g.'-rai'l-'.s. A groai: <l-?w falks here eveiyy 

A I'"!! ilie !.i;.cy v.v:e re.-'.v liiC k-land Plata, 

1(.G 
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By tins time noAV opinions .cul v-: ■ ■'t" bad 

been formed. Many of the cr ■■ v. , ■ ing 

to try their fortune longer in 'iv "■■■ n'l > one 

party would not continue u-.'.-.. :■ i:: '! 'l of 

Sharp, and others would not consent to choosing a 
new commander. As l-'Oithei' party would yield, it 
was determined to sepai'ate, and agreed upon by all 
Kand.s, ‘ that which party soever upon polling should 
‘be found to have the majority, shoiild kc-op the ship.’ 
The other party was to have the long-boat and the 
eanoos. On coming to a divirii'ui, Shavp.-j pisr'.y proved 
the most numerous. The Uiiiioriry (ronsi-U'd oT ioriy- 
four Europeans, two Aio-nuiuj Indians, iu.d. a 
Tndlun. On the foi’caiuon of l)i( IT i'. !; ■; i '.r';' i:; 
the boats soimraLed from the ship. i-s ■ ■ ■■ i 

tlu! Gulf do Ean Miguel, where !.f ..' «!■ ■■•in* ■ 

turned over the Isthmus back to the West Indies. 
In this party wore William Dampier, and Lionel 
Wafer the surgeon. Dampier afterwards published a 
brief sketch of the expedition, and an account of his 
return across the Isthmus, both of which are in the 
1st volume of his Voyages. Wafer met with an acci- 
dental hurt whilst on the Isthmus, which disabled him 
iVom t ra, veiling wiili hi.- coimi .arid he remained 
'I'mc: monthf; living whii i he Darien indi.i :>.>■, of \v]n>iu 
lie /u’t.etwar.d.s- ini!.iJi--l!e.'l .‘oi (.‘■Ui.eriainiiig d(:.sc;riplii'i!i, 
with a Xarral.ive of hi.s own adve.ntnves i'.mong U'.ein. 

S!!;i.q> his (litnini.-ite.! crow s-.-dled in their .ship 
|■roI!l the Island I’lnra Xo.-! Invard i.o the Gulf of 
Xicojii, where tliey met with no booty, nor with any 
adventure worth mentioning. 

They returned vSonthw'ard to the Tsluiid Plata, and 
in tlie way took three prizes: the first, a ship named 
the San Pedro, from Guayaquil bound for Panama, 
with a lading of cocoa-nuts, and 21,000 ])ioces of eighit 
ill t bests, and 1(5,000 in bags, besides plate, Tlie nionoy 
in bags and all the loose plunder wa.s divided, ea<ii 
man receiving for his share 2111 pieces of eight ; whence 
it may bo inferred that then- number was reduced tfi 
about 70 men. The rest of the money Avas reserved 
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foi* a futui'c division. Tlieir second prize ^vi^s a packet 
J'rom Panama, boxind for Callao, by which they iearafc 
that in Panajiia it was believed all the Paccaneers 
had returned overland to the West Indies. The third 
was a ship named the Sau Rosario, which did not 
‘submit to them without resista-rfee, nor iii'I her tlaixtaii! 
was killed. She was from Callao, Ifuleri wii.h wine, 
brandy, oil, and fruit, and had in Jiov a.i much xuoiuy 
as yield.-J i(x eacTi Birciri'.neer 94 dollars. One Narra- 
I Lv(j .s-iys a niutjlj grcraicr booty was miss-cd fhi'oii!.vb 
iguoi-iif.ce. ‘ Ik.-sitics Ukj lading already m(*;'i.icvii.-,l, 
‘we foLiiul in the San Rosario 7(X) pigs of ])!!iie, win'.-b 
‘we supposed to be tin, and under this mi.‘;U:'iX(! ib'.-y 
‘were slighted by us all. e-ia.-cialiy by tliu (!.iipLai:i, 
‘who would not by p(a-.~na.<i<>iis mud by some few be 
‘inducod to take them into our ship, as we did most 
‘of tlie other things. Thus we loft them in the Rosario, 
‘which we turned away loose into the sea. This, it 
‘should s(.'(iin, was plate, nob thoroughly refined and 
‘ fitted for coin, which occasioned our being deceived. 
‘We took only o.*io pig (>!' the seven hundred into our 
‘ship, liiinking to ma!c(! bullets of it; and to this 
‘effect, or what else our seamen jdeased, the greatest 
‘ part of it was melted and squandered away. Aftei*- 
‘ wards, when we arrived at Antigua, wn gave tbo 
‘remaining part (which was about one-tliird 
‘to a Bristol man, who knew presently wluit i’.; we« ; 
‘who brought it to England, end sxdd it i.hcve for 
‘rfcTu sterling. Thus wo parted w:(b ibo riclit-si.- bool y 
‘we got in the whole voyage, through our own iguoi- 
‘ance and laziuo.ss’^.’ 

Tlie same Narrative relates, that they took out of 
the Rosario ‘ a gx-eat book full of .sou charts and maps, 

‘ eontaiuing an accurate and exact description of all 
‘ the ports, soundings, rivers, capes, and coasts, of the 
‘South Sen, and all the navigation u.sually performed 
‘ by the Spaniards in that oceaix. This book was foj‘ 
‘iia novelty and curiosity presented unto liis Majesty 
‘ (.m the return of some of the Buccaneers to England, 

’ Buccaneers of America, Tart III, p. tio. 
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‘ aud was translated into English hy His Majesty’s 
‘ orderi'.’ 

August the 12th, they anchored at the Island Plata, 
whence they dr-r..-!i-i(-d on the 16th, bound South.ward, 
intending to return by the Strait of Magalhanes or 
Strait le Mairi^ to the^^Vost Indies. 

The 2St]i, they lookea in at Paita; but finding the 
place prepared for defence, they stood off iVoin the 
coast, and pmsued their course Southward, without 
again coming in sight of land, and without the occur- 
rcnce of any thing remai-kable, till they passed the 
noth degree of latitude. 

October the 11th, they wei’e in latitude 40° 54' S, 
and estimated their distance from the American coast 
lo b(' 120 li. agues. The wind blew strong from the 
S\\', and '.I.ey scood to -the South East, On the 
morning of the 12th, two hours before day, being in 
latitude by account 60° 50' S, they suddenly found 
themselves close to land. The ship was ill pri.^pared 
for such an event, the fore yard having been lowered 
to ease her, on account of the strength of the wind. 
‘ 'The land was high and towering ; and here appeared 
•many Islands scattered up and down.’ They were so 
near, and so entangled, that there was no i^ossibility 
of standing off to sea, and, with such light as they 
liad, they steered, as cautiously as they could, in be- 
tween some Islands, and alonc;- au extensive coast, 
which, whether it wj'.s a I.-.i-grr l.daTui. or part of the 
Continent, they could not know. As the day advanced, 
the land was seen to be mountainous and craggy, 
and the tops covered with snow. Sharp says, ‘we 
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‘bnrf; up for a harbour, aud steered in Northward 
‘ about five lenguos. On the North side there arc 
‘plenty of luuhours^.’ At 11 in the foi'cnoon they 
came to an anchor ‘in a harbour, in 45 fathoms, 
‘ within a stone’s cast of the shore, Vvhere the ship 
‘was landlocked, aud in snioo;j?i water. As the ship 
‘ WGiit in. Olio of i.iio cvi'W, dauicd Henry Sliergall, 
‘fell overboard as he was going into the spritsail 
‘top, and was drowned; on which account this was 
‘named Shergall’s Harbour.’ 

The bottom was rocky v. hi'rc Ihi’ lia.i, aiK-lioi/ed ; 
a boat wnis thei*cforc sent to look for better anchorage. 
They did not however shift their berth that day: and 
during the night, strong flurries of wind from the 
hills, joined with the sharpness of the rock.s a,t the 
bottom, cut their cable in two, rnd tlii'y wore ol.'Ilgcd 
in set sail. The)’ ran about a miU,- i,i? acol her Imv. 
whore they let go another au'-hor, anii iiiootod tJic 
ship witJi a fastening to a tree oo .-hon-. 

They shot goose, and other wild -fowl. On tlio shovos 
they found large muscles, cockles like liio.'O lu kng- 
land, and limpets: here were also pi-.neni.’^.s, 
were shy and not taken without inirsn it : ‘ili-.-y |■,lliuo(i 
‘on the water with their wings very r.i.r’i, but. i.ia'ir 
‘bodies were too heavy to be carried by the said 
‘ wings.’ 

The first jM-vt of the time they lay in this harbour, 
they lia.d idmo!?!: contimml rain. On the night of the 
loth, in a high North wind, liic- tree to which thoir 
cable "W'as fastened gave way, and canic up hy the 
root, in consequence of which, the stern of the shij) 
took the ground and damaged tJin rudder. They 
secured the ship afresh by fastening the cable to 
other trees; but "were obliged to unhang the I'udder 
t'- ■ 

'I : !■ :■ r ■ ■■ <:.;y of clear we.athor. The latitude 
-w,'- -■■ ■ ■■■ ’ S. The difference of the rise and 

fall of the tide was seven feet perpendicular: the time 
of higli water is not noted. The arm of the sea, or 

* Sliarp’s Manuscript Joiirn.n!. Rrlt. Mlis, 
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gulf, iu whicili wei-e, they named the English 

Gulf; and the land forming the harbour, ti e Duke of 
York’s Island; ‘more by guess than any ihing else; 
‘for whether it were an Island or Oontinent vras uot 
‘ discovered.’ Ringrose says, ‘ I am persuaded that tlus 
‘place where we now %e, is not so gsv-iil' an Island as 
‘some Hydrographers do lay it dowis, 'mi; 1 ‘alboi.' an 
‘ archij^elago of smaller Islands. Our Captain gave to 
‘ them the name of the Duke of York’s Islands. Our 
‘boat which went Eastward, found several good bays 
‘ and harbours, with deep water close to the shore ; 
‘but there lay in them seveiul sunken rocks, as there 
‘did also in the h.ai'bour where the shij) lay. These 
‘rocks are loss dangerous to shipping, by reason they 
‘have weeds lying about tbem.’ 

From all the preceding description, it nppear.s, that 
they were at the Son^-h of the Island natncd 

Madre de Dios in the ' : .-i: Atlas, wliieli fiiland is 

South of the Channel, or Arm of the Sea, UfiiiU^d l.his 
Gulf de la Sma. lYinidada; and that S' •::i. , 

Gulf is the Brazo de la Oon^epQion of o. 

Ringrose has drawm a sketch of the iM'.o i,' 

Islands, and one of the English Gulf; but w^hich are 
not worth copying, as they have neither compass, 
meridian line, scale, nor soundings. Ho has given 
other plans in the same defective manner, on which 
account they can be of little use. It is neces-sary 
however to remark a difference in ilic; jd.-m whicli 
has been printed of the English Gulf, froM the jd.-in 
in the manuscript. In the printed co.oy, ilu^ .-Iiorvi of 
the Gulf is drawn as one continued Jir'e, uiiiiLiiLijig 
no thorouglifare ; whereas, in the m;ir:u.scviiH-, 
t.liere are clear openings leaving a pro spec i; of chainieia 
through. 

Towards the end of October, the weaidier settled 
f/iir. Hitherto they had seen no inliahltauts ; but ou 
the 27th, a party wont from the ship in a boat, on jui 
excursion in search of provisions, and unhappily 
caught sight of a small boat belonging tn the natives 
of the land. The ship’s boat rowed in pursuit, and 
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ilic; jiiiLiVf'.s n 7iii',n, ». ■»A-or:ifui, iiiid ii lu.'v, finding tlieix’ 
hojil.: -vvoij'id iio ovc-ii, ■)!;(.”!, al! 1i-u,p'u ovri’ooard and 
.■-wnin tov.nrds slionn. TiiiK la'cnv" of Bnc- 

(‘nnr-i'j's hnd t.lio barbju'iby to shoot at theni in tho 
water, and they shot the man dead; the woman made 
her escape to land ; the boy. a .qi;o7it lad abunt eighteeji 
years of age, was taken, and^with the Indian boat, 
W'as carried to the shii}. 

The ]3oor lad thus made prisoner had only a smali 
covering of seal skin. ‘lie was sqri:ni.-i:;>-i-i.l, and his 
‘ hair was cut short. The doree, or boot, in v-hich hr' 
‘ and the other Indians wore, was Iniilt shai'i.) ni; e!u:i\ 
‘ end and flat bottomed: in the midd’e Ll.i'y haii a jiro 

* Imrning for dressing victuals, or ouier use. IlK'-y 
‘ had a net to catch penguins, a club like to onv 

* bandies, and wooden darts. This young Indian 
‘ appeared by his actions to be very innocent and 
‘ foolish. He could open large muscles with his fingers, 

‘ which our Buccaneers could scaj’cely manage with 

* their knives. He was very wild, and would cat raw 
‘ fle.sh.’ 

.By the hegi lining of November the rudder was 
repaired a,nd liuug. Ringrose says, ‘wo could pei'.'oive, 
‘now the stormy weather was blown over, nr.icli .small 
‘ fry of fish about the ship, wlu're(.‘f herora wo sa'v 
‘ none. Tlie weather began to l.c warni. or .-aLlH'!; liot. 

‘ and the birds, as thrushes and blackbirds, to sing as 
‘ .sweetly as those in England.’ 

On the Citli of November, they sailed out of the 
TCiiglish Gulf, taking with them their young Indian 
prisoner, to lyhom they gave the name of Orson. As 
they departed, the natives on some of the lands to the 
Ea.stward made great fires. At six in the evening tlie 
.ship was without the mouth of the Gulf: the w'ind 
blew fresh from NW, and they stood ont SWbW, to 
keep clear of breakers which lie four leagues without 
the entrance of the Gulf to the South and SSE. 
Many reefs and rocks were seen hcrea.bouts, on account 
of which, they kept close to the wind till they were a 
good distance clear of the land. 

KID 
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TJioir iiiu igiif ion iroin here to the Atlantic was, more 
ilifiij l‘oi!]' 1 l.;i hciMi iinsicfiot'djihc* ihi; .;ou!-ii(y of Travel- 
lers by night in a strange country without a guide. 
The weather was stormy, and they would not venture 
to steer in for the Strait of Tdiiy.-iliiaijL:;, which they 
had purposed to do the benefit of the provision 
which the shores of the Strait afford of fresh water, 
fish, vegetables, and wood. They ran to the South to 
go round the Tierra del Fuego, having the wind from 
the NW, which was the most favoru’able for this 
navigation ; but they frequently lay to, becaixse the 
weather was thick. On the 12th, they had not pass(?d 
the Tierra del Fuego. The latifaule according to 
oljsorvation that day was 55° 25', an'^ F’c 
they steered -was SSB. On the 14ih, ■■■ 

“the latitude was 57 S, an-i -y 

‘we could perceive land, from which at noon we were 
‘due West.’ They steered EbS, and expected that at 
daylight the next morning they should be close in 
■with the land; but the weather became cloudy with 
much fall of snow, and nothing more of it was seen. 
No longitude or meridian distance is noticed, and it 
must remain doubtful whether what they took for 
land was floating ice; or their obseiwation for the 
“ ^ ■ erroneous, and that they saw the Isles of 

Diego Ramirez, 

Three days afterwards, in laJi.'udo ."iS B')' .S, rlr y 
ill wiih Ice J.-'iiiu!;', one of wiiicli lii- y reck- -iuj 1 io be 
ievo leagues in ciccumferi nee. ..\ sirong eiivi-eii!;- set: 
here Southward. They held on Lbeir eenrse Easrwe.i-di 
so far that when at lengtls il;; y did .•..ail ■Xoi.l.iTwai-il, 
they saw neither the Tierra del Fuego nor Staten 
Island. 

December the 5th, they divided the plunder which 
had been reserved, each man’s share of which 
amounted to 323 pieci.-s of eight. Their course was 
now heut for the A\'c;,i, Indies. 

January the 15tb, died William Stephens, a seamen, 
whose death was attributed to Ids having eaten throe 
inaucliineal apjilos six moutlis before, when on the 
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coast of New Spain, ‘ from wliicli time he wasteii 
away till he became a perfoci skcbiioj-.’ 

January the iiStli, 1GS2, iluiy miiile 
does, b\it leovut i Richinond, a Rvitisli rriu.!.:*.-, 

was lying in the road. aa.l his A:l!o\v ji;iin'.:'.!i.si.s 

‘ say, v.'i: haviijg a.>jl,oJ io c!! onr 'oyjjgo witlioni; i\ coi-.i- 
‘ mission, d;u'v(i nol ix; .v> boiiUas lo |>m in, 

‘ said iiigale ahoukl seize ns for pyrateering, and strip 
‘ us of all we had got in the whole voyage. ’ 'I.'hey 
next sailed to Antigua; but the Governor at that 
Island, Colonel CodviugLon, would not give l.h-.n.n 1 j.'\ .’e 
to enter the harbour, though they io 

soften him by sending a present of jewels to his lady, 
which, however, were not accepted, cn--—-, 
crew grew impatient at their un- : 
came to a determination to separa-c. - ■ 
landed at Antigua; .Sharp and otlu: , \ 

whence they got passage to Enj ' i i. ’1= 'i ■ 
which was the Trinidad captme-: '■ si-.y 

Panama, was left to seven men of the company who 
had lost their money by 'I Buccaneer 

journals say nothing of ' ■ • • !\., i : d/i captive 
Orson after the ship sailed from his country'; and 
what became of the ship after Sharp qnUtL-d liei’ does 
not appear*. 

Jlarthulonicw Sharp, and a few others, on their 
arrival in England, were apirrehended, and a Court of 
Admiralty was held at the Marsludsea in Sonthwarlc, 
where, at the instance of the Sija.iii.sli iVinba-ssador, 
they were tried for commitling acts of piracy in the 
South Sea ; but from the defecLivoness of the evidence 
pi-oduced, they csc;iped conviction. One of the 
priiivioal (;b;u-g.'?s ;;g.:in.'r; them wii-s for talcing the 
Si-..a!)i:rli .sldi'i liosiirio, aud killing the Caplaiu and 
•■inoliii'r man. heii'.'nging lo her ; ‘but it was proved,’ 
s;iy:i Liie auilmr of ibe anonymous Narrativo:, who was 
one of the men broug’it ro ii-ial, ‘rhal the Spaniard.s 
‘ fired at us iirsi, and it was judged u!.i;si- we ought to 
‘ defend onrseives.’ Three Buccaneers of Sharp’s crew 
were also tried at Jamaica, one of whom was con- 
lli 
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(lemnerl .and hanged, ‘who’ the narrator says, ‘was 
‘ wheedled into an open confession : the other two 
‘ stood it out, and escaped for want of witnesses to 
‘ prove the fact against them.’ Thus terminated what 
may be called the first expedition of the Biiccanoors 
in the South Sea; the boat excursion by Morgan’s 
men in the Bay of Panama being of too little conse- 
quence to be so reckoned. They had now made 
successful experiment of the x'oute both by sea and 
land : and the Spaniards in the South Sea had reason 
to apprehend a speedy rcneAval of their visits. 

Oa-rios Enriquez Olerck, who wont fr<na England 
ivith Captain Nar'hrough, w'as at this time exccnied 
at Lima, oti a charge of holding correspondence with 
the English of Jamaica : which act of severity pi’o- 
bably is attributable more to the alarm wdiicli 
]n'eva.iJed in the Government of Peru, than to any 
guilty practices of Olerck. 


CHAPTER XI 

Disputes between ibe G.-tvern-.s'c-.'- ar..l ibeir Wejt-India Colonies. 

Morgan becomes Deputy ('love.-ttv'r or J.v'is.tca, La Vera Cruz 
surprised by tl.e Fiib.istijrs, Oiiter of tbeu- j‘-'..iterprises, 

Whilst so many of the English Buccaneers were 
seeking plunder in the South Sea, the French 
Plibustiers had not been inactive in the AFe.st Jmlics, 
notwithstanding that the French govornment, after 
the conclusion of the war with Spain, issued order.s 
prohibiting the .subjects of France in the West Indies 
from cruising again.st the Spaniards. A short time 
l)efore this order arrived, a cruising commission had 
been given to Granmont, who had tb.creupon coliectod 
men, and made preparation for an oxiiodition to the 
‘I’ietra Firma; and they did not choosff that so nnu;h 
])ains should bo taken to no purpose. The French 
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stittlevs genet’aJly, were at this time much dissatisfied 
I on account of some regulations imposed upon them 

• ^ by the Company of Farmers, whose privileges and 

authority extended to fixing the price upon growth, 
the produce of the soil ; and which they osercised 
upon tobacco, t!ic artieis! then ’•josL ci.ili.iv.!Led by the 
French in Hispaidolu, rigoroiiijiy ronulriiig '.he plaiiiois 
to deliver it to iho Company al IJic jn-ico so proscrilicd. 
Many of the i.oh.aliitaurs, i|j ln-of)]iiMg (,o live luuli-v 
such a system of robbery, made preparations to v/ith- 
draw to the English and Dutch .settlements ; but 
their discontent on this account was much allayed by 
the Governor wi-iting a reuiojistrance to the French 
Minister, and promising them his influence towards 
obtaining a suppression of the farming i.obacco. J-re-sli 
caxise of discontent soon occurred, by a inonoply of 
1 the French .il.frican Slave Trade being jjufc into the 

i, hands of a new company, which was named the 

Seiiegal Company. 

Granrnout and the Flibustiers engaged with him, 
went to the cOcast of Cumaua, where they did con- 
siderable mischief to the Spaniards, with some Io.ss, 
and little profit, to themselves. 

In the autumn of this same year, the Earl of 
Carlisle, who was Governor of Jamaica, finding the 
climate did not agi'co wil.li his eousciLniion, returned 
to England, and Ic-L’t ms his Deputy to govern in 
Jamaica, Morgan, ibe plunderer of Panauiii, but who 
was now Sir Henry Moi'gan. This man had found 
■ favoiu’ with King Charles II. or with his Ministers, 

5 had been knighted, and appointed a Couiinissioner of 

I the Admiralty Court in Jamaica. On becoming Deputy 

I Governor, his admhiistratioir was far from being 

favoui-able to his old associates, some of whom 
suffered the extreme hai-dship of being tried a-nd 
hanged under his authority; and one crew of 
Buccaneers, most of them Englishmen, who Ml into 
his hands, lie sent to be delivered up (it may be pre- 
sumed that lie sold them) to the Spaniard.g at 
(.'artiiagena. Morgan’s authority as Governor was 
i 113 H 



HISTORY OF THE 

terminated the following year, by the arrival of a 
Governor from England*. 

The impositions on planting and commerce in the 
French j^eivlcnic-nts, in the same degree that they dis- 
cotiraged cultivation, encouraged and the 

Flibustior party so rcgich increased. 
danger to apprehend ft»3m any Go' « .■■■;■: V .n.; I ■■■■•■! ;v. 
The matter however did not come :<> J -ii '. iv 
10S3, war again broke out between i'r.; •! Npab' 

But before the intelligence arrived in the West Indies, 
1200 French Flibustiers had assembled under Van 
Horn (a native of Ostend), Granmont, and another 
noted Flibustier named Laurent de Graaf, to make an 
expedition against the Spaniards. 

Van Horn had been a notorious pirate, and for a 
number of years had plaudored gcnei'iilh', without 
shewing partiality or favour i.o of ouo nation 

more rhan to those of another. After amassing great 
riclics, he began to think plain piracy too dangerous 
an occupation, and determined to reform, which he did 
by making his peace with the Fi’ench Governor in 
Hispaniola, and turning Buccaneer or Flibustier, into 
which fraternity he was ad»uitf(.(l on paying entrance. 

The expedition which he und 'ir-olc c'^nyauetion 
with Granmont and do Graaf, v.a'- I.a \\ r;i 

Oruz in the Gulf of ''T* x'co. a town which might be 
considered as the o r a'l ib.* merchandise 
which passed between New ,••.•'..1 Olil and 

was defended by a fort, saM. io r-. iii'p.'V'g!:;! The 
Flibustiers sailed for this place with a fleet of ten 
ships. They had information that two large Spanish 
ships, with cargoes of cacao, were expected at La 
Vera Oruz from the Caraccas ; and upon this intelli- 
gence, they put in fee the following expedient. 

* IMorsfun contliuicit ii> office at Jamaica duriiigr the remainder of tive 
reiRn of King Charles the lind ; but was suspected by the EraniarJs of 
connivance with the Buccaneers, and in the next reign, the Court of Spain 
had itillnencG to procure his being sent home prisoner from the West 
Indies. He was kept three j'ears In prison ; but without charge being 
brought forward against him. 
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They embarked the greater number of their men on 
board two of their largest ships, which, on .irriving 
near La Vera. Cruz, put aiofi: Sp,ini~h ooioiir!:. and ivn:, 
with all sail set, dh-eetJy iVu- tj'ie poi-i like .''lip:; 
chased, the rest of the Bnrcaric:;:!' jippiMh-.g al. a. 

distance behind, crowding sai'‘'ai'ur idiMi!. Tl'.c Ii.- 
habitants of La Vera Oruz belfbred the two headmost 
ships to be those which were expected from the 
Oaraccas; and, as the Flibustiers had contrived that 
they should not reach the port till after dark, 
suffered them to enter without offering them molesta- 
tion, and to anchor close to the towm, which they did 
^vithout being suspected to be enemies. In the middle 
of the night, the Flibustiers landed, and surprised the 
fort, which made them masters of the town. The 
Spaniards of the garrison, and all the inhabitants who 
fell into their hands, they shut up in the churches, 
•where they were kept tliree days, and with so littks 
care foi? Ihoir subsistence that several died from thirst, 
and somn by drinking immoderately when water was 
at length given to them. With the plunder, and what 
was obtained for ransom of the town, it is said the 
Flibustiers carried away a million of piastres, l)esides 
a number of slaves and prisoners. 

Van Horn shortly after died of a iround Tcajiv'od ia 
a quarrel with De Graaf. I’lic sliip ho h;,'.!] roiimiandeil. 
which mounted fifty guns, was hoqu(,:;;i:li( (i Ijy him 1o 
Granmont, who a short time before had lost a ship of 
r.oarly rise .“-a mo force in a gale of wind. 

Some quarrels happened at this time between the 
French Flibustiers and the English Buccaneers, which 
are dilfercntly related by the English and the French 
■writers. The French account says, thn,t in a Spanisli 
ship captured by the Flibusticns, was found a letter 
l'i‘Oin tlie Governor of Jamaica addressed to the 
Governor of the llavannah, proposing a union of their 
force to drive the French from ITispaniola.. J\lso, 
that an English ship of thirty guns came cruising 
near Tortuga, and when the Governor of Tortuga scut 
a sloop to demand of the Engli.sh Gs.pl ain his bnsincs.s 
ii-ji 
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there, the Euglishman insolently replied, that the sea 
was alike free to alh and he had no account to render 
to any one. For this answer, the Governor sent out 
a ship to take the English ship, but the Governor’s 
ship was roughly treated, and obliged to retire into 
port. Granniont had J"ist returned from the La Vera 
Cruz expedition, a-nd tho Governor applied to him, to 
go with his ijfty gun ship to revenge the .‘liTronu luii- 
upon their nation. ‘ Graiiinont,’ says the Xariviior, 
‘ accepted the commission joyfully. Three hundred 
‘ Flibustiers embarked with him in his ship ; he found 
‘the Englishman proud of 3iis late victory; ‘he im- 
‘ mediately grappled with him and pud all the English 
‘ crew to the sw'ord, saving only t.he Captain, W'ho be 
‘ carried prisoner to Ca })0 Fj-aneois,’ On the merit of 
this service, his d:sobe<lk'nce to lise royal prohibitory 
order in attacking La V'era- Cniz was to pass with 
impunity. The English were not yet siifdcientlv 
punished ; the account pro''r'o.'’'s. ‘ Our Flibustiers 

‘ would no longer receive them as partakers in their 
‘ enterprises, and even confiscated the share they were 
‘ entitled to receive for the La Vera Cruz expedition.’ 
Thus the French account. 

If the story of demolishing the English crew is true, 
the fact is not more absiu’d than tlio being vain of 
such an exploit. If a fifty gun ship Avill determine to 
sink a thirty gun ship, the thirty gun ship must in all 
probability be sunk. The aflh'ont given, if it deserves 
to be called ; m !■ vi , ;■ 

with a mas Tj:-; i- I o: !y in iisc 

French histories, the writers of which it may be sus- 
pected were moved to luake Granmont deal so uii- 
mercifully W’ith the English crew, by the kind of 
feeling ’which so genei-ally prevails lietwxcn nations 
W'ho are near neighbours. To this it nia.y be attributed 
that F^re Oliavicvoix, both a good historian and good 
critic, has adopted the story ; but had it been believed 
by him, he would have related it in n more rational 
manner, and not with exidtation. 

English writers mention a disagrcoincnt which hat)- 
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pcnod nlxmt this timfi hfitvc-oon Gi;(!iS!;c;v.(:. Uis* 
T^iiglish Bucgo!Ic-;-vs. oji <»■ Irl.-: ifiliiM^r .-i floop 

lielonging to .’riu rovcin;.;- 1 1io lo scr\ i' 

under kiui ; h-ut Avhiels v. rw Niiuiii oppoi“! iitiii y 10 i;iK«' 
advantage of .--oiiie di.'i.-iil-.-r in his sliip, ;!!ici uo oFCMpc 
in the night'. This socii;.'; 1 o,l. .-r.r- hrtni Use Avhoh* 
fact; for an onirfigc s-'.icli a.i i^ .niiinscii by ihc V'rci.ich 
writers, couLl noi; !iav<; lioeri coiiini'i i.oil. and hav.* 
been boasted (jf by' one sich:, \vii,ht)iii. inaufiiiig vi-~ 
proach froin i:ho 

The French Govermnsnt was highly offende.l e' 11 ■ 
insubordination and unman a grab] ciu-ss of the i'!:;-'! ■■ 
tiers in Hispaniola, and no one was more so • i , \ ■ 
French King, Louis XIV. Towards reducing tnem lo 
a more orderly state, instructions were sent to the 
Governors in the West Indies to be strict in making 
them observe Port regulations: rlie nrincipri of Aviiiri' 
were, ti^at all vc-ssois slionld ’.‘cgi.-u-r iheii' and 

ladmg before l licii* drji.i.i‘ini.v-. and also a;: iheir i-el.iiim 
into port; that they should a!)-;i<iiji .-’i-oin cvnisir.g in 
times of peace, and should take out regnlar (■onnnis- 
sious iu times of war; and i.!).at. il’oy .siionld i)ay t.ln^ 
dues of the crown, one item oi' wliicli Avas a leiilh of 
all xu’izos aiAd plunder. 

'[fhe lunuber of the French Flibustiers in 1681, was 
estimated to be 3000. The French Government desired 
to convert them into s('Ulers. A letter -uu-itten in that 
year i’rom the French jMinister to tl^e GoA'crnor General 
of the French West-Iudia Islands, has this remarkable 
expression; ‘His IVDijesty esteems nothing more irn- 
‘portant than to render these vagabonds good iuhab- 
‘itants of Saint Domingo,’ Such being the disposition 
of the Freucli Government, it was an oA'CT'sight that 
they' did not contribute toAvards .so desirable a purpose' 
by making some abatement in the imi)ositions Avhich 
ox>pressed and retarded cultiA'ation, which Avould have 
conciliated the Colonists, and haA'e been encouragement 
to the Flibnsticu's to become planters. But the Colo- 
nists still had to struggle against farming the tobacco, 
* lJni.!sh Empire in Amrrioa, Vol. II. p. 319. 
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Aviiifli fJtoy liiul in vain attenipi'.od to p;c-i: i-oniiuni ('<1 
Tor -roriio othcT hiirt/hen, and main' irali.ivatov.-.: oi thai 
[■iaiii' ( i-»:tlis(rod to indigence. The greediness of 
1 Lie .i-'iTiiv.'l! fI.ai !.>iod companies appears in the Senegrd 
Company mailing it a subject of complaint, that the 
J^libustiers sold the. negroes they took from the Span- 
iards to Avhomsoever they pleased, to the prejudice of 
the interest of the Companj’-. It was um-easonable to 
expect the Flibustiei's would give up their long accus- 
tomed modes of gain, sanctioned as tliey had liitherto 
been by the acquiescence and countenance of the 
French Government, and turn planters, under circum- 
stances disco Lu:'n.giug to industry. Their niiinbcr like- 
wise rendered it neGC.ssary to observe mildness atid 
ibrbearaace in the endeavour to reform them; brit both 
the encouragement and the fovheavauce were neglected; 
and in cojisnquence of their being made to apprehend 
rigorous ti-catmont in tlioir own settlements, many re- 
moved to the British and Dutch Islands. 

The French Flibustiers were unsuccessful at this 
time in some enterprises they undertook in the Bay 
of Oarapeachy, where they lost many men : on the 
other hand, three of their ships, commanded by De 
Graaf, Michel le Basque, and another Flibu.si ic.-r i,uiMU-d 
.Tonqud, engaged and took three Spanish ship.s whicli 
were sent !■ !■:■ ■ against them out of Cart ha gen ii. 


CHAPTER XII 


Circumstances which preceded l:'i- 5ic f-i — i-f ■' e !;■ rea-',- -r ; .;,-i 

the .South .Sea. Buccaneer?- J-.-::-. i oi-k s.-u' '-o-!- \ ; -i-.. ; 

at the Cape dc Verde Islar.us; ai .''■..■vra l-ervc. O- r-J I L'-.- 
ol' the report coucerniug the S-:’)-v»s..i I'i.cov.ry c i«' i.- 


TitM Prohilntions being enh.rcvd. dvl-ofirsincd m;U!v. 
both of the English Buccaneevs .-rid of iltc .Pi-encli Fli- 
hnstiers, to seek their fortnnc.s in tIk; .SouL.b .Sea, 
tvliore Lliey would be at a di-tifni.r-c ifoui i.iu- coiihi-t)! 
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of any established authority. This detennieation was 
not a matter genornlly concerted. The first example 
was speedily :oih>\ved, and a irip to the Houth Sea in 
a short time became a prevailin/^ fashion a.-nojiLi^ 
them. Expeditions were undertala-n by (lilTaren!: 
bodies of men unconnected w^h (.'arli. ni hcr, oxc<;pt 
when accident, or the similarity c>f thi'-ir pursiiifs, 
brought them together. 

Among the Buccaneers in the expedition of IGSO to 
the South Sea, who from dislike to Sharp’s command 
returned across the Isthmus of Darien at the same 
time with Dampier, was one John Cook, who on 
arriving again in the West Indies, entered on board 
a vessel commanded by a Dutchman of the name of 
Tank>, wliich was fitted tip as a privateer, and pro- 
vifh'i! vvii.li a l-'roncli commission to cruise against the 
Spaniards. T- i. b..: ■: 

Mas riiado <b: ,r: •* 'ur r , ' ■■ = i b. =: !"-'i . 

as well as !: i.-:. • u 'ic, ■ i . \ 

command to the Caiilain was called. Oook continued 
Quarter-Master wiiii Vasiky till they took a Spanish 
ship wliich was thought well ndar*'''! for a cruiser, 
('.ink (daimcd i.o have the comi. ui.. ■ ‘ i.ii ■■■I.iip, and, 
iSi v'oir.'ng lo ihe u.iago among j-' !• . ' ■. i i it- i 
s!ic Mas alln!i;d lo i.iin, with a - • \ ■ i ■ ■ . d n i. ■ ii 
who volunteered to sail with ^ i \- ■ »i.‘ 

tlic iinniber, as were several others who had returned 
from the South Sea; division w.as made of the prize 
goods, and Oook entered on his new command. 

Tills arrangement took phi---; T T;, or isle a 
Yacho, a small island near ii ub‘ ■ .',■■! r T Hispan- 
iola, which was Lhon mu . - ■ . ; <■ by both 

jirivateers and Buccaneers. ! ! h- d . ; iiis time, 

that besides Yanky’s ship, some French privateers 
having legal commissions, were lying at Avaclie, and 
their Commanders did not contentedly behold men 
■without a com mission, and who were, but Buccaneoivs, 
in the possession of a finer ship than any belonging 
to tbei-ttsclv-es who crutsed under latvful authority. 
I’bo occasion Iteing .so fair, and remembering ivhat 
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Morgan had done in a c.-u-c; soiiiialiiiig siiiiilav. after 
short counsel, they joined logodu'!*, jsiid seizi.'d the 
buccaneer sliip, goods, and arms, and turned the crew 
ashore. A fellow-feeling that still existed between the 
privateers and Buccaneers, and probably a want of 
hands, induced a Captain Tristian, who commanded 
one of the privateers, ^o receive into his ship ten of 
the Buccaneers to be part of his crew. Among these 
were Cook, and a Buccaneer afterwards of greater 
note, named Edward Davis. Tristian sailed to Petit 
b' naves, where the ship had not been long at anchor, 
hefor(i liijiiseb! and the greatest part of his men went 
ou shore. Cook and his coiiii)anions thought this also 
a fair occasion, and accordingly they made themselves 
niastors of the ship. Those of Ti’istian’s men who 
were on board, they turned ashore, and immediately 
taking up the anchors, sailed back close in to the Isle 
a 'Vache, where, before notice of their v-.-eh-d 

the Governor, they collected and too“: on i ! «) 

remainder of their old company, and sailed away. 
They had scarcely left the Isle a Vache, when they 
met and captured two vessels, one of which was a 
ship from Prance laden with wines. Thinking it un- 
safe to contimie longer in the West Indies, they 
directed their course for Virginia, whore they arrived 
with their prizes in April liJr^:?. 

In Virginia thej- <lisptKcd of ihoir prize', goods, and 
two vessels, keeping one Aciiii wliich they proposed 
to make a voyage to iLio Soiiih Sea, {nul wliich Lliey 
named the Bevenge. She mounted 18 guns, a-iid 1;h.e 
number of adventurers who emharkerl in h(-r, were 
about seventy, the major i.' j',.. u '■’■■■ Bu ■ c ■■ r-. 
some of whose names have ' ■, ■: : ■! ii r..;. .i. 

William Dampier, Edwr--,' ! . 

Ambrose Co^vley, and .Tohn Cook their Captain. 
August the 23rd, 16S3, they sailed from the Ohesapeak. 

Dampier and Coudey have both related tlieir piratical 
adventures, but with some degree of caution, to pre- 
vent bringing upon themselves a charge of piracy. 
Cowley pretended that he was engaged to sail in the 
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.TT'i'Vcr.g'i-' 1.0 lioi-, bu;.; U’.i.s icojil: ii: i^-norj'.nc-f' 

<•:! i;iio <.l(‘:sig-n u\ i.iivi vo\-.‘i.£j:ft, av.d 11311(10 l.o bolievo Ihoy 
Aivi'o ioi'ilic J^Uii'id iri-sjianiol.T ; and Lliafc ii. \v.:.=( 

iioL rc\.-(.-;d<.<! to Jiiin till aTtcir ihcy f^oi; out 1:0 S(\‘i, ibui 
instood of (o ilio U'e.'L Jndios, iJicy v.-<:ro. boisticl re t !i(; 
(.•oast of Guinea, tlicre to seek* for a lieiior sliip, in 
which they might sail to the Gysat Soutli SciJ. vViilt'im 
Darapior, who always shows respect for ti ui.]'i, uo-iid 
not .stoop to clisshn Illation ; but he foibear.s being 
circumstantial concerning the outset of t!n.>; voyage, 
and the ii!if(.;(.‘:dai.v of rlieir proceediug-.s wJii!?;; in iln- 
Atlantic; supplying the C!!a«;n in the folhe.vir.g goiu-ra: 
terms ; “Angvisfc the 23 rd, hF-?, -wo .-i.-viHid rreiri V ivginia 
“under idle couiuuuid of Captain Cook, hound for the 
‘•Soni.ii St-a.s. 1 fball not trouble the rcaihir u'ith an 
‘•!\ccou 3 U> of every dHy’.-, run, hut hasten to the leas 
“known parts of the ivorld.” 

Whilst near the coast of Virginia tli(.iy tucI: a .Dulfdi 
ship, out of which they took si.v casks of wiuc, and 
other provi.sion.s ; also two Dalch .SiMincn, wlio volun- 
tarily entered with them. Some lime In S'lntonihcr 
they anchored at the Isle of Sal, whevo i.iKjy procured 
fish and a fmv goats, but ncii.li*.;;!* IVui'L.s nor good 
fresh water. Only five men Ih. d on ilu* Island, irho 
were all black ; but they called themselves Portuguese, 
and one was styltnl the Governor. These Portuguese 
exchanged a lump of ambergris, or what was supposed 
■ h-i ; for old clothes. Dampier says, ‘n(jt 

' a ni:iu in idie suipilvncw amhoi-gris, but I have since soieu 
‘ it in other places, and am certaui this was not the 
‘ right ; it wa.s of a dark coloirn, like sheep’s dung, very 
‘.soft, but of no smell; and possibly was goat’s dtmg. 
‘Some T afterwai’ds saw soW at the Nicobars in the 
‘ East Indies, was of lighter colour, and very hard, 
‘neither had that any smell, and I sapioose was also a 
‘cheat. Mr. Hill, a siirgeon, once shewed me a piece of 
‘ ambergris, and related to me, that 0330 Mr. Benjamin 
‘Barkei’, a man I have been long well aeguaiuted with, 

‘ a,nd know to be a very sober and credible person, told 
‘this Mr. Hill, that being in the Bay of Hondni’as, 
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‘ he found in a sandy hay upon the shore of an Island, 
‘a lump of amhergris so large, that when carried to 
‘ Jamaica, it was found to weigh upwards of 100 lbs. 
‘When he found it, «l-y tl .- mn-’r r- the 

‘sea at high water, -i i i sr --..i : ' i-i ^ 

‘ beetles. It was of a dusky colour, towards black, about 
‘ the hardness of mellow cheese, and of a very fragrant 
‘smell. What Mr. Hill shewed me was some of it, 
‘which Mr. Barker bad given him*.’ 

There were wild-fowl at Sal; and Flamingos, of 
which, and their manner of building their nests, 
Datnpicr has given a description. The flesh of the 
Flamingo is lean and black, yet good meat, ‘tasting 
‘neither iishy nor any way unsavors’'. A dish of 
‘ Flamingos’ tongues is fit for a Prince’s table : they 
‘ are large, and have a knob of fat at the root which 
‘is an excellent bit. When many of them stand to- 
‘ gether, at a distance they appear like a brick wall ; 
‘for their feathers are of the colour of new red brick, 
‘and, except when feeding, they commonly stand up- 
‘ right, exactly in a row close by each other.’ 

From the Isle of Sal they went to other of the Cope 
de Verde Islands. At St. Nicholas they watered the 
ship by digging wells, -"' I M.-yo ■‘V^y procured 
some provisions. They j. ‘ the Island 

Si. J;i;iM, but a Dutch ship was lying at anchor in 
Pori vliicii firc-d lior guns al Liunu as soi).'i as 

tlii'v ciirno wiiliin reach of .-hoi:, find i.he Pucjm ! i(': r.? 
i'lioiiglil: it (irudcn'L lo .slfiriil oiil: .again to .sea. 

■'riicy nexi, sailed Lo the coast of Gnii\.:;i.. wliicli tbey 
made in the beginning of NoA'-unbc'c, near .Si'Uivi 
Leone. A large ship was at anchor in the road, which 
proved to be a Dane. On sight of her, and all the time 
they -wore standing into the road, all the Buccaneer 
crew, ;■ h w men to manage the sails, kept 

under dcc.'i; wJnc].i gave their ship the appearance of 
being a weakly manned mercb.aTit-vosscl. When they 
drew near the Danish ship, which they did with in- 
tention to board her, the Biiecanecr (.’ouimauder, to 

' Dampier, Vol. I, p. 73, 
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provon.t .T'.-, :;i a loud voice to 

! ii-.- •■■,,( ■ -I I > ;>■: '.i;' u.iy; and, according 

to the plan preconcei’ted, the steersman put it tiic 
contrary, so that their vessel seemcxl to fall on board 
the Dane through mistake. By this stratagem, tliey 
streprised, and, with the loss ,tof live men, became 
masters of a bi i:. ■■■gj-'il , sas, which wa.e 
victualled au-i .1 ■- : ! .■ ’■ ■. - v This achiov- 

ment is re ,■ I c’-, ..“i- ; b- < owley’s manu- 

script Journal*; hut in his p'.iblisiiod account he only 
says, ‘near Oape Sierra. I.oonc, we :;.lighti:(.l on a- tuiw 
‘ ship of 40 guns, which we hoarded and carried 
‘her away.’ 

They went with their prize to a river South of the. 
Sierra Leone, oalhxl the Slierboroiigh, to which they 
were safely piloted througli channels among shoals, by 
one of the crow who h.nd been there before. At the 
river Sherborough there wuis then an English factory, 
bub distant from wheiv. fiicy ur.ciior*(>(l. ^sciar Llu;m 
was a large town inliahiwxl by no.groi's, who triidcu 
freely, selling them rice, fowls, planiijins, sugav-caiuyi, 
palm-wine, and hoiu'v. Tb<; town was sliTCvuiwl froin 
shipping by a grove of ti\:o--. 

Tiie Buccaneers embarked here all in their new ship, 
and named her the Batchelor’s Delight. Their old 
ship they burnt, ‘that she might tell no tales,’ and 
set their prisoners on shore, to shift as well as they 
could for themselves. 

They sailed from the coast of Guinea in the middle 
of ISTovember, directing their course across thci Atlantic.; 
towards the Strait of Magalhanes. On January 23 l1i, 
1684, they had sight of the Northernmost of the 
Islands discovered by Captain John Davis in lo92, 
(since, among other a.ppelIations, called the Scbald do 
Weert Islands.) From the circumstance of their 
falling in with this land, originated the extraordinary 
report of an Island being disctjvered in the Southern 
Atlantic ocean in lac. -IT’ S. and by Ct.uviey named 
Pepys Island; which was long believed to exist, and 

• In the Sloane Ctillcctlon, Bril, lies, 
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h.'is been sought after by navigators of different 
European nations, even witbin onr own time. The 
following are the particulars which caused so great a 
deception. 

Cowley says, in his mamxscript Journal, ‘.Tanuary, 
*1683; This month wef‘ were in latitude 47“ 40', where 

* we espied an Island bearing West of us, and bore 
‘away for it, but being too late we lay by all nighl. 

* The Island seemed v(;ry pleasant to the eye, with 

* many woods. I may say the whole Island was woods, 

* there being a I'oclc above water to the Eastward of 
‘ it with innutxiorable fowls. I sailed along that Island 

* to the Southward, and about the SW side of tlu' 

‘ Island there seemed to me to be a good place for 
‘ ships to ride. The wind blew fresh, and they would 
‘ not put the boat out. Sailing a little further, having 
‘ 26 and 27 fathoms watei*, we .• !:!! I » r j 1 ; e tt! i- ■ 
‘we saw the weeds rise, and '(■ 1 > ■■ 

* water and all rocky ground, therefore we put the 
‘ship about; but the harbour seemed n gOiOd place j’lir 
‘ ships to ride in. There seemed to nu' liariiour for 
‘500 sail of shipping, the going in but narrow, and 
‘ the North side of i.iio entrance shallow that I could 
‘see: but I think there is watcM* enoiigh on the South 
‘side. I would have had them si, and upon a wind 
‘all night; but they told me they (iid not:- come out 
‘ to go upon discovery. We saw likewise anoi lK'v 
‘ Island by this, Avbich made me think them the 
‘ .Sibble D' wards*.’ 

TJxe latitude given by Cowley is to be attributed to 
bis ignorance, and to this paj*t of his narrative being 
comixosed from memory, which bo acknowledges, 
though it is not so stated in the printed Narrative?. 
Tlis describing the land to be covered with wood, is 
sufficiently accounted for by the appearance it makes 
fit a distance, which in the same manner has deceived 
other voyagers. Pernety, in his Intx’oduction to M. do 
Bougainville’s Voyage to the Maloninos (by which 
name the French Voyagers have chosen to c.all John 

* Cowley’s MS, Journal, Sioane Collection, No, j-t, 
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i):!.vi..r.i .Ivlii'.id.') -■iovs, ‘As to wood, wc were deceived 
‘ by appearances in riinuing along the coast of the 
•' JNIaloiiines : we thought we saw some, but on landing, 

‘ these appcai’ances were discovered to be only tall 
‘ bul-ru.shes witb. large flat leaves, such as are called 
‘ corn fiagsi'.’ ■* 

"fhe Editor oC Cowley’s Jf^urnal, "William Hack, 
might possibly believe from the latitude mentioned by 
Cowley, that the land --i ’y ■ ‘ ii was a new dis- 
covery. To give it a i !". :-;l . d a-ppearance, ho 

dropped the 40 minutes oE latitude, and also Cowley’s 
conjecture that the land was the Sebald do Wcerl;s ; 
and with this falsification of tire .Journal, he took 
cjovtasion to compliment the Honourable IMr. Pepys, 
who was then 8ecj‘etary of the Admiralty, by piitting 
his name to the land, giving as CoxN'ley’s words, ‘In 
‘ the latitude of 47^ -we saw' land, the same being 
‘ an Island not before known. I gave it the name of 
‘ Popys Island.’ Hack embellished this account with 
th drawing of Pepys Island, in which is introduced an 
Admiralty Bay, and Secretary’s Point. 

The account which Dampior has given of their falling 
in with this laud, would have cleared up the whole 
mattci’, hut for a circumstance which is far more 
fixtraordinary than any' yet mentioned, which is, that 
it long escaped notice, and seems never to have been 
generally ixnderstood, that Dumpier and Cowdey w-ere 
at this time in the same shij), and their voyage thus 
far the same, 

Jhunpicr saj's, ‘January the 2Sth (lGS.3-4) wo made 
‘ Uio Hebald do Weerts. They' arc three rocky barren 
‘ Islands without any' tree, only some hushes grooving 
‘ on. tiiem. The tw'o Northernmost lie in 51° S, the 
‘ other in 51“ 20' S. We could not come near the tw'o 
‘ Northern Ishiuds, but W'e came close })>' the Southeru ; 

‘ l)ut W'e coiild not obtain soundings till within two 
‘ cables’ length of the shore, and there found, the 
‘ liotLom to be foul rocky ground*.’ In consequence 

t See also Pornety's Journal, p. 179, Enplish tmislation, 

* ].)iinipitr's Manuscript Journal, No. 32^6, Sloaiie Collection, Brltisl! Museum 
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of the inattention, or in not pcrcf-ivijig rloit 

Dampier and Oowley were .'■■pi.'.'iking oc f ho .saroo land, 
Hack’s ingenious adulation of the Secretary of the 
Admiralty flourished n fu^l c'-nfu^y "udot'-ct.-.-i ; - 
Popys ■! i' a’i ■ i .* ih::!* a-M'i’"-, o ”1 :i-'- 

Near :: ■ i- 'o:i v'.' • ■■i. ■■!■:. .i 'S.) i p 

Easterly. They pass<al' ill rough great shoals of small 
red lobsters, ‘no bigger lli.-iu ihe top of a man’s little 
‘ Anger, yet all their daw;-,, both great and small, 
‘ were like a lobster. I never saw,’ says Dampier, ‘ any 
‘ of this sort of fish naturally red, except here.’ 

The winds blew' hard from the Westward, and they 
could not fetch the Strait of Magalhanos. On February 
the OLh, they were at the entrance oF Strait Ic Mairc, 
when it fell calm, and a strong tide set out of the 
Strait Northward, which made a short irregular sea, 
as in a. ra,ce, or place where two tides meet, and broke 
over the waist of the ship, ‘Avhich was tossed about 
like an egg-shell.’ A breeze springing up from the 
W'lNA’S'', they bore away Eastward, and passed round 
the East end of Staten Island; after which they saw 
no other land till they came into the South Sea. 
They had much rain, and took advantage of it to fill 
23 (M.sks will) fresh water. 

March the 17th, they were in latitude SO" S, standing 
I'or the Island Juan Fernandez. Variation 8° Bast. 


CHAPTER XIII 

Buccaneers under John Cook arrive at Juan 

William, a Mosquito Indian, who had lived t! .• ■ 

sail to the Galapagos Islands; thence to the ^ ■ S. ■ 

John Cook dies, Edward Davis chosen Comn . ■, 

CJoNTilsrD'lXG their course for .Tuan Fernandez, on the 
19th in the morning, a strange ship was seen to tlie 
Southward, standing after them under all her sail. 
The Buccaueers were in hopes she wonld prove to be 
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a Spaniard, and brought to, to wait hei’ coining up. 
The people on board the strange vessel entertained 
similar expectations, for they also were English, and 
were come to the South Sea to pick up what they 
could. This ship was named the .'.S'i.ciiolas : licr C-nn- 
mander John Eaton: she flttbd out in the river 
Thames under pretence of abrading, but in reality 
Avith the iiiteution of i- i: „ . 

The two ships soon j ■' >, .i. .. ■■! ■• i ; ■ :.,■=! . : 

that they had come on : r . • I'.d i-> < > ,ii.i 

Sea, Cook and Eaton ai i i' '■ m; .! i ..i < ’ i-. ■; 
company together. 

It was learnt from Eii---' : ‘i- . -r .’i ii 

named the Cygnet, ••• ; I - i *■;. r : \ ii;. 

li!!('l I'Voni l-(>Mdi>r. r-' i..* S.-:,!' S,-*, ; !iii- 

out by reputable mer«v ■:!■:!••. r.-id ;-c - .Mivi v-l ' ,s 
ciU‘go for a trading voy, i. i-"- .c •» yi «.■> ■ ■' i.;.! iii,' 
Duke of York, then 1!^. ■•!■ !,;• ■.rliii.fi. 

The Cygnet and the Nic’ioi.r I ai i:-*' <<i ■■ (■ 

of the Strait of lUagali- « ;!i: ' ! :■ y i'l'i -. ;i )!><» 

South Sea in company, I-:.: i>- c. ■. ■■‘y r ■ a 

by bad Aveather. 

March the 22nd, the Batchelor’s Delight and the 
Nicholas came in sight of the !'■.•; i! .!i: •,:i l-V-! j,*!. 

The reader may voroomV.cr rbai; whfii i.lie Bnceaner.r.s 
under Watling were at Jiifin Ecniandi’ z in .lanaary 
1681, the appeara-nire of tiiiArO! Srsmlsh sliips made 
them quit the Island in gi-CiU, .'liuL I Iioy 

ueliuid a. Monoiiito Indian juimed 'WilliaitJ, wiio wa,s 
in the Avoods huniing for goats. Sovoj-al of the Bnc- 
caneers who wci’e rlien aa'IlIi wove now Avii’n 

Cook, and, eager to di-coA'cr if smy i ra,.-<.>3 covild be. fovmd 
Avbich AA’Oiild enable liu-m io conji.oriire w’iai: Arcs 
become of their former coii!i)ar.ioM, bi!!- a'.;;.1i .small 
hope of finding him .sib; b.cr.?, as .soon as l.lii.-y wer.: 
near enough for a bom. io .i'lA.-m tlic .sl.ij). i licv 

hastened to the shore. Dampier was i'l tlds iirsi' boal, 
as AA'as also a MosqiiiLo Indian namod IJobin : and a- 
they drew' near the land, they had the satisfaction to 
gee William at the sea-sido AA'aiting to receive them. 
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Dampier has given the following affecting accov\nt of 
their meeting. ‘Robin, his countiyman, was the Jirst 
‘who leaped ashore from the boat-. ;io.l ’nnning to 
‘his brother Mo.skito man, thi'ew - ■■:i iii- 
‘ face at his feet, who helping him up and embracing 
‘him, fell il.i .1 wii.it hw faws on trie ground at Robm’.s 
‘feet, and was ])>* liini -..’.aben up also. We stood with 
‘ pleasure to behold the surprise, tenderness, and 
‘ solemnity of this interview, which was exceedingly 
‘ affectionate on both sides : and when their ceremonies 
‘ were over, we also th.at stood gazing at them, drov/ 
‘ near, each of us embracing him ove had found here, 
‘ who was ov'ei’joyed to sec so many of his old fi’ionds, 
‘ come hither as he thought purposely to fetch, him. 
‘ Tic was named 'W^ill, as the other was Robin : which 
‘ tiauies were given them by the English, for they 
‘ have no uiunes among themselves, and they take it; 
‘ as a favoiir to be named by us, and null complain if 
‘ wo do not appoint them some name when they are 
‘ with us.’ 

■\\'iJ1ia.in Imd lived in solitude on Juan Fernandez 
above three years. The Spaniards knew of his being 
on the : ,,d :>|»', .1 ll ■: , -I <■ 

people tv.i ^ !‘I U ■! 

him; but he kept himself concealed, and they could 
never di.«cover his retreat. At the time Watling sailed 
from the Island, he had a musket, a knife, a small 
hoin of powder, and a few shot. ‘ "^Vhen his ammu- 
‘ niiitm was expended, he contrived by notching his 
‘ knife, to saw the barrel of his gun into small pieces, 

‘ wherew'ith he made 1,: -: ■■ ■■ l hooks, and a 

‘ long knife, heating . ;■ - p'-. .■< ■»:' 'i • ; p! -i in the fire, 

‘and then hammering them out as he pleased with 
‘ stones. This may seem strange to those not ac- 
‘quahited with the -■.-g •:»’ a Indians; but it is 

‘ no more than what the Moskito men were accustomed 
‘ to in their own country.’ He had -wuirn out the 
clothes with n-hich he landed, and was no otherwise 
clad than with a skill about his waist. He made 
fishing lines of the skins of seals cut into thongs, 
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‘ He had built himself a hut, hcilf a mile from the 
‘sca-shoro, ■w'hich ho lined -with goals’ skins, and slept 
‘on his concli or barbeen of sticks raised about two 
‘ feet froiii the ground, and spread with goats’ skins.’ 
He saw iho. two ships commanded hy Cook and Eaton 
the day before they anchored, ^intl froin their man- 
oeuvring believing them to be English, lie killed tliree 
go.ats, whi(?h he drest with vegelablos; thus pre- 
pai'ixig a treat fc>r his friends on their landing; and 
there has .seldom been a more fair and joyiiil occasion 
fo).’ fe.srivity. 

Dainpinr rockfinod two hays in .Tuan Fernaurlez 
proper Cor ship.s to a.nchor in; ‘both at the East end, 
;md in ea,eh there is ai-ivuletof .> n.!!- He 

mouitious (it may be supiiosed on ilic oC 

vS])nnisli information) tliat this Island was stocked 
with goat.s by Juan Pex'nandez, its cliscoA-erer, who, 
in a second voyage to it, lauded tlu-ee or four of these 
animals, and they quickly multiplied. Also that Juan 
Fernandez had formed a plan of settling here, if ho 
could have obtained a patent or royal grant of the 
Island: which was I’erused him*. 

The Buccaneers foxmd here a good .supply of pro- 
visions in goats, wild vegctable.s, seats, sca-lions, and 
fish, Dampier says, ‘the seals at Juan Fernandez are 
‘ as big as calves, and li.-iv.;.- a liMO thick .sliort fur, the 
‘like I have : i i--; any Avherc biiL in 
‘these seas. 'I'i : -it ■ .;-lion are the bigness 

‘ of a man’s thumb ; in Captain Shiirp’s time?, some of 
‘ the ljuccaneei's made dice of them. Both the sc'a- 
‘ lion and the sc;il out fish, which I believe is their 
‘ common food.’ 

April tiic Sth, the Batchelor’s Delight and Nicholas 
sailed from Juan Fernandez for the American coast, 
Avhich they made in latitude 2-1° S, and sailed North- 
ward, keei)iug sight of the land, but at a good 
di-stance. On May the 8rd, in latitude 9° 40' S, they 
took a Spanish ship laden Avith tim’ocT. 

* The writer of Commodore Anson's Voyage inlorms us that Juan 
Fernandez resided some time on the Island, and afterwards abandoned it, 
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Damp' - I-' I'M "T;-- thfit “""om !ho latitude of 2f“ S 
‘ to 17°, ; d v ":'i ! i ■■”■-'1 ■vvithin the coast is 

‘ of a prodigious height. It lies generally in ridges 
‘ parallel to the shore, one within another, each sur- 
‘ passing the other in height, those inland being the 
‘highest. They always appear blue when so-cn froiM 
‘ sea, and arc sellom V.y clouds or fogs. The-rC 

‘ inonntains far ■ • :i‘-- of T'-'m/viiVe, oi* tlie 

‘land of Santa M ■.i ls;!.' 

On the 0th, they anchored at the Islands Lobos do 
la Star. ‘This Lobos consists of two littio Islands 
‘ each about a inilo round, of indifferent height, with 
‘ a channel between lit only for boats. Several rocks 
‘ lie on the North side of the Islands. There is a small 
‘ cove, or sandy bay, sheltered from the winds, at 
‘ the "West oud of the Easternmost Island, where 
‘ ships may careen. There is good riding between the 
* Easterjunost Island and the rocks, in 10, 12, or 14 
‘ fathoms ; for the wind is commonly at S, or SSE, 
‘ and the Easternmost Island lying East and "West, 
‘ shelters that road. Both the Islands are barren, 
‘ without fresh water-, tree, shrub, grass, or herb ; hut 
‘ sea-fowls, seals, and sea-lions were here in mnl- 
‘ tifudes'^.’ 

On a. review of their strongtb, they mustered in the 
two ships 108 men fit for service, besides their sif.-k. 
They remained at the Lobos de la Mar Isles till the 
17th, when three vessels coming in sight, tliey took u[) 
their anchors and gave chace. They captured all th(^ 
three, which were laden with provisions, principally 
flour, and bound for Panama. They learnt from the 
prisoueis that the English ship Cygnet had been at 
Baldivia, and that the ^'iccroy on information of 
strange ships having entered "the South. Sea., liad 
ordered treasure which had been .ship]-;fid for Panama 
to bo re-landed. The Bii.-canoors, iiiuiiug they were 
expected on the coast, deK-rmiiiod i.o go with tJieir 
prizes first to tlie Galapagos Sslands, and afterwards 
to the coast of New Sj)ain. 

• Dampier's Voyasfcs, Vol, I, Chap, 5. 
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I They arrived in sight of the Galapagos on tho 31st ; 

but were not enough to the Southward to fetch the 
Southern Islands, the wind being from S b E, 
which Dampier remarks is the common trade-wind in 
this part of tho Pacific. IVIany yistfinces occur in South 
Sea navigations which shew the disadvautw sre of not 
keeping well in ■ r ? .>« :■ C- h.g « ' '■ 

The two ship-, .i .h - N,- h i p. ... 

one of the li:- ,! ■; ;■ d-, ■ ' i » r Ms - 

bottom white iV.nd, a mil... diouanu irum the 

shore. 

It was during this visit of the Buccaneers to th.o 
i Galapagos, that the chart of these Islands which was 

published with CowleyV voyage; was tnadt'. Coii.siil.-.-j'iiig 
the small oi)pornui:i y f(»i* siii-\ eying which was a li'ordod 
hy their track, it may be ro'dioin'd a. good char;-, and 
has the merit both of being tho oai'lic.si .siir\-(*.y ki-,own 
of these Islands, and of havijig coirfinuod in use to 
thi.s day; Llie lufcst cliaiis v.a liavo of the Galapago.-J 
i being founded upotj tins oi->gi'.ia.l, and (siiiling aside i be 

additions) varyi.og lin.lo iVom it in tin; gmauMl out- 
lines. 

Where Cook and l-laton n?-sc .-111011 oiv-d, fippcais to 
bo the Duke of Norfolk’s Island of Cowley’s chart. 
They foitnd there sea turtle and land turtle, but could 
stop only one night, on account of two of their prizes, 
which being deeidy laden had fallen too far to leeward 
;■ t,o fetch the same anchorage. 

The day following, they sailed on to the next T.slaud 
Westward (marked King James’s Island in the chart) 
a,nd anchored at its North end, a quarter of a mile 
distant from the shore, in 15 fathoms. Bampiei- 
observed the latitude of the North part of tlii.s second 
( Island, 0° 28' N, which i.s considerably more North 

I than it is placed in Cowley’s chart. The riding hero 

• was very uncertain, ‘The bottom being so sleep that 

i ‘if an anchor starts it never liokis again.’ 

\ An error has been coiumittod in the i>riulcd 

I Narrative of Bampiev, which it may be useful to 

notice. It is there said, ‘The Island at which we first 
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‘iincliorcd hath water on the North end, falling down in 
‘ a stream from high steep rocks upon the sa-ndy bay, 
‘where it may he taken nn.’ Concerning so essential 
an article to inatieors as fi-esli water, no information 
can be too minute (,0 deserve attention. In the 
mfvnns(a.‘ipt Journal, Dampier says of the first Island 
at which they anchored," ‘we found there the largest 
‘land turtle 1 ever .saw; but the Island is I'ocky and 
‘bairen, without wood or water.’ At the next Island 
at which they anchored, both Dampier and Cowley 
mentioned fresh water being found. Cowley says, 
‘this Bay I called Albany Bay, and another plac'c 
‘Yorklload. Here is excellent sweet water.’ Dampier 
also in the margin of his written Journal where the 
second aachorago is nieiitioned, has insei'ted the jndo 
following: ‘At the North end of the Island we saw 
‘water running down from the rocks.’ The editor or 
corrector of Llio press has mistakenly applied, this to 
the first anchorage. 

Co^v'ley, after assigning name.s to the different 
Islands, adds, ‘We could find • "r*y' 

‘of these places, save on the >’ I\i" ; 

‘James's] JsJa,nd. But at the • •.*! <•.' \!:i. i.uirt? 

‘Island there were green leaves of a thick substance 
‘ which we chewed to quench our thirst : and tliere 
‘ were - abundance of fowls in this Island which co\ild 
not live without water, though we could not find it*.’ 

Animal food was ftirnished by the Galapagos lsla,nds 
in profusion, and of the most delicate kind; of 

* The laller p.Trr of the above extract is trom Cowiev’s Manuscript.— 
C.iptaiii Cohict wiien .it the Galap.-i^os maife a similar remark, lie sajs, 
1 was perplexed to Form a conjecliire how the small birds which tippcared 
to rcin.Tiu in one spot, supported themselves without w.atcr ; but some oF 
our men informed me that .as they were rcpvisiiig bencaili a prickly pear, 
tree, they observed .m old bird in the act or siipplyiny three young one.s 
with drink, by squeezing: the berry of a tree into their mouths. It was 
about the size of a pea. and contained a watery juice of an acid ami 
not unpleasant taste. The bark of the tree yields moisture, and bainj^ 
eaten allays thirst. The land tortoise gnaw and suek it. The leaf of 
tills tree is like that of the bay-tree, the fruit grows like cherries ; the 
Juice of the bark dies the flesh of a deep purptc.' Colnet's Voyage to 
the Soi Hi Sea, p, 53, 
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vegetables: iioUiing of use was found except the 
luamm.'e. lli(i loave,-: just noticed and beiaies. The 
name G.il.i ji.sgos wliich has been assigned to tlicse 
Islands, signifies Tiii'tle in tlio Spanish Janguage, and 
was given to thcni on account of the gvcat niunbcrs 
of those aniinfils, both of the s^a and land kind, found 
there. Guanoes, an amphibi<^is animal well known in 
the West Indies, fish, rlauiingoos, and turtle doves, so tamo 
that they would alight upon the men’s heads, wore all 
in great abundance ; and convenient for preserving 
moat, salt was plentiful at the Galap.agns. Some green 
snakes were the only other animals seen there. 

I’ln; full-growMi land turtle \vere from .150 to 200 lbs. 
in w'oight. Dam pier .say.c, ‘so sweet that no pullet can 
‘ea.t more pleasantly. They are very fat; the oil 
‘ .«aved from them was kept in jars, and iiscd instead 
‘of butter to eat with dongli-boy.s or dumplings.’— 
‘We lay here feeding someiimc.s on land turtle, some- 
‘time." on sea turtle, there being plenty of cither sort; 
‘but the land turtle, as they exceed in sweetness, so 
‘do they in numbers; it is Incredible to report how 
‘iuunerous they are.’ 

The sea turl’o .■:! I.!;.' Ga?‘;j ji .;<>■: Vio of the larger 
kind of those c. i , i , »•:. '.i .ir'.V*. [ l.-unpior thought 

their flesh not so good as the green turtle of the ’^Vest 
Indies. 

Dumpier describes the Galapagos Isles to he generally 
of good height; ‘four or five, of the. Easternmost 
‘Islands are rocky, hilly, and barren, luvnlncing 
‘ iieitber tree, herb, nor grass ; but onlj’- a green 
‘ prickly shrub that grows 10 or 12 feet, high, as lug as 
‘a man’s leg, and is full of sharp prickles in idiick 
‘rows from itop to bottom, without leaf or fruit. In 
‘some places by the sea side grow' bushes of Burton 
‘wood (a sort of w'ood which grows in the A Vest 
‘Indies) which is good firing. Some of the Western- 
‘ most of these Islands .are nine or ten leagues long, 

‘ have fertile land with mold deep and black ; and 
‘these produce trees of various kinds, some of great 
‘ and taU bodies, especially the iMammee. The heat is 
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‘not so violent here as in many other places under the 
‘.Equator. The time of year for the j-ains, is in 
‘November, December, and January.’ 

At Albany .Bay, and at other of the Islands, the 
Buccaneers built storehouses, in which they lodged 
OOOO packs of their • prize flour, and a quantity 
of sweetmeats, to remair).,as a reserve store to which 
they might have recourse on any future occasion. 
Part of this provision was landed at the Islands 
Northward of King James’s Island, to which they 
'^vent in seai’ch of fresh water, but did not And any. 
They endeavoured to sail back to the Duke of fork’s 
Island, Cowley says, ‘ thei-e to have u'atcred, biit a 
current sotting Northward xu*e vented them. 

On Juno the 12th, they sailed from the Galapagos 
Islands for the Island Cocos, where they ].)i‘opo.=eiI lo 
water. The wind at this time was South; but ihoy 
expected they should find, as they went Northward, 
the general trado-ovind blowing from the East ; and in 
that persuasion they steered more Eastarly than the 
line of direction in which Cocos lay from them, 
imagining that when they came to the latitude of the 
Island, they would have to bear down upon it before 
the wind. Contrary however to this expectation, as 
they advanced Northward they found the wind more 
Westerley, till it settled at SWbS, and they got so far 
Eastward, that they crossed the parallel of Cocos 
without being able to come in sight of it. 

Missing Cocos, they sailed on Northward for the 
coast of New Spain. In the beginning of July, they 
made the West Cape of the Gulf of Nicoya. ‘This 
‘ Cape is about the height of Beachy Head,* and W'as 
‘named Blanco, on account of two white rocks lying 
‘aboiit half a mile from it, which to those who are 
‘ far off at sea, appear as part of the mainland ; but on 
‘coming nearer, they appear like two ships under 
‘ sail*.’ 

The day on which they made this la^id, the Buccaneer 
Commander, John Cook, who hail been some time ill, 

* D.impier, Vol, I, p. ua, 
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died. Edward Davis, the Quarter-Master, was niiani- 
mously elected by the company to sucfcod in the 
command. 


CHAPTER XIV 

Edward Davis Commander, On the coast of 'Cr n* P«- ■ 

Algatrane, a bituminous earth, Oavis is joine i c r- 1 . .ii ‘i, 
Eaton sails to the East Indies, Guayaquil atr. r-.i -l.-.e ik < ."'i 

Jagro, and Tomaco In tlie Bay of Panama. ■> 

parties of Buccaneers across the Isthmus from ; . ■ '»'i , s . I - . 

Dampieb describes the coast of New Spain immediately 
westward of the Cape Blanco last mentioned, to fall 
in to the NE about four i . mb’rcr r- rJnrh ’ ny. 
which is by the Spaniards calle': ( r Vi iii-- 
entrance of this bay, a league i C.-iir I*.' ,;i- c. v.!-; 
a small brook of very good t • i- l -i,,. 

►sea. The land here is low, m.i!.h' ; a i. ■; v ■ ■■i! 

two small hills. The ships auchoretl ■ Ih ■ 1 1 5 
in good depth, on a bottom of clean : ; '-.i - d : ; -.i 

at this ijlaco, their deceased Commanclv,- . ..-i 

shore and buried. 

The country appeared thin of inhabitants, and the 
few seen were shy of coming near strangers. Two 
Indians however were caught Some cattle wore seen 
grazing near the shore, at a 3cef Estangian or Farm, 
three miles distant from wdicre the ships lay. Two 
boats Avere sent thither to bring cattle, having with 
them one of the Indians for a guide. '^I’hey arrived at 
i,he farm to-\vards evening, and some of the Buccaneers 
proposed that they should rc'iiiain quiet till dayliglit 
next morning, Avhen they might surrnuml the cattle 
and drive a number of them into a pen or iiiclosure ; 
others of the party disliked tins plan, and one of tin; 
boats returned to the ships. Twelve men -with the 
other boat, remained, who h.auled their boat dry 

* Dampier, Vol, I, Chap, This ilescription does not ajjree with the 
Spanish Chavts ; hut no complete regular survey appears yet to have been 
made of ihc Coast ot New Spain. 
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up on the beach, and went and took their lodg-ings for 
the night hy the fawn. AVlien the n: • d. 

they found the people of the conn' ■ ;> eoH' 
and saw about ^ armed men prep.-.:'' j . 

tlieni. 'J'Ik! 33ue.eiuieers h.istenod as .'-pei'dily thc'y 
could to the sea-side where, they had li i'f llieir boat, 
and found lau- in fiariuv. ‘The ■‘■•paninrd-: now ihonglii. 
‘they liJid i,hi-m .s-.'Cin-v!. and some called to them to ask 
‘ iC tliey would be rdeased to walk to their plantations ; 
‘ to Avhicdi never a word wns an.swered.’ :* 'o. ■ i.- , . 'y 
for the Buccanoei's, a rock appeared Ju-r .nbo'. i,! wjitor 
at some distaucc from the shore, aisd ilni Avay !■) il 
being fordable, they Avaded thither. This seiwed as a 
jAlace of protection against the enemy, ‘Avho onlj’- now 
‘and then AAdiistled a shot among theni.’ It was at 
about half ebb tide Avhen they took to the rock for 
refuge: on tlie reUirn of the flood, the rock hecatne 
gradually ooA'ored. They liad been in thi.s sitnation 
seven hours, AAdieii a boat arriA'ed, sent from the ships 
in search of them. The rise and fall of the tide here 
was eiglit feet perpendicular, and the tide was still 
rising at the time tlie boat came to their relief ; 
so that their pei’il from the sea Avhen on the i-otk Avas 
not less than it had been from ib(i Spaniards Avlien 
they were on .diove. 

From ('al(ii‘i-a Bay, m*’ 1 f- r , ’ .s; -. Tj... 

coast near Ria-le\'a is d •.r'.r.b'e :■> ;■ b'. I 

peaked mountain called v v- ■■ , ■ . ■ »; | v,,;.- j,. .. 

‘When the mountain 1, ■■! ^p- i ■ 

‘directly in for it, AAdik--- c-- ■; .■ .■ ' -vm i » lis- 

‘barbouT-. Those tha •• ■ ' . liv: 

‘sea Avind, AA'liich is fr ■ .''■■■ W, .'ir> j. !■( 

‘going in Avitli the land wind. The harbour is made 
‘by a low lla,t Island about a mile long and a quarter 
‘of a mile broad, Avliich lies alioul a trdie and a half 
‘ from the liiaiu-land. There is a cliann.-'l ;n;- each end 
‘of the Isliwid: the AVf-..-!, char.iiol is liiu Avidest and 
‘safest, yet at tlio X\V point of the Island there is a 
‘shoal of Avhicli .sbijus jnusD take lie-Jid, and AA'heji past 
‘the shoal must keej) close to the Island on account 
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‘ of a sandy point Avhieli strikes over from the- rnain- 
‘ land. ^J’his harbour is ca]iahlo of receiving 200 sail of 
‘ships. Tho best riding is iio.ar tlie main-land, wliere 
‘the dejdli is seven or eight fathoms, clean hard 
‘sand. 'iVo creeks lead \ip to the tnv.-n of Tli.a- 
‘ lexa, which i.s tvro leagues distinil A-om ihe bi-ii boiii;*.’ 

Tlio Sp.aniajtTs had <:rc!-i.e«i l)!Ciir-l.v.'G!k;i ami ma,i.le 
other prepar.-n.ioiis iti c-.vjieei.aMoi! oi! siieb a vis:i.. as i iuj 
present. Thi' .Ibiccaneiavs 1. ! i ore .'i.ae {•.hanged tlieir 
intention, which had been to all a ok tl:c l-awn; and 
.sailed on for the Gulf of Amapalla. 

‘Tlie Bay or Gulf of Ani.a.palla runs eight or ten 
‘leagues into the country. On the South side of its 
‘ entrance is Point Oasivina, in latitude 12‘’ 40' N ; and 
‘on the NW side is Mount San Migued. Tliero are 
‘many Islands in this Gulf, all low oxc!-|)t j. wo, named 
‘Amapalla and Mangera, T\-hicli are both high land. 
‘These are two miles asunder, and between them is 
‘ the best channel into the Gulfi.’ 

The ships sailed into the Gulf i.hrough the channel 
between Point Oasivina and the Island Mangera. 
Davis went -with two canoes before the ships, and 
landed at a village on the Is!:. - I M T'l-- 

inhabitaiUs kept at a distance, * :■ :-h r.’.ir 

and .some Indians were taken, fr .:. v',.— A':- ■ 

caneers learnt that there w’^ere tv.-> i-i ;■ i ■ i- v 'i -i • 
villages on the Island Amapalla; 'si; ' '.!■ ! ;■ -i:! - 
tion they hastened to their canoes, and luadr; for that 
Island. On coming nnr. ■ -i- ■ r -. t-.-- •. labitani.s 

called ont to demand vii . .!■ *> v. • . . -i.luit they 
came for. Davis ans's.uiv..'.. by au inuc.i i»i-eLer, that he 
and his men were Biscayuers sent by the King of 
Spain to clear the sea of Pirates ; and that their 
busines.s in Amapalla Bay, w'as to careen. No other 
>Spaniard than the Padre dw'clt among these Indians, 
and only one among the Indians could speak the 
SpauLsh language, wdio served as a kind of Secretary 
to the Padre. The account the Buccaneers gave of 
tliemselves satisfied the natives, and the Secretary said 

* Dampicr, Vol. 1, ChaD. 5. 1 Ibid. 
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they were welcome. The princip.'il Lown or viiliigo ol 
the Island Aiiiapalla stood ou llie toj^) oI a Jiill, ai'id 
Davis and his men, with the Friar at their head, 
marched thither. 

At each of the towns on Amapalla, and also on 
Mangera, was a handsome built church. The Spanish 
Padre officiated at allf three, and gave religions ijj- 
struction to the natives in their own langiiage. Th(^ 
Islands were within the jurisdiction of the Governor 
of the town of San Miguel, which was at the foot of 
the Mount. ‘ I observed,’ says Dampier, ‘ in all the 
‘ Indian towns under the Spanish Government, that 
‘ the Images of the Virgin Mary, and of other Saints 
‘ with which all their churches are filled, are painted 
‘of an Indian complexion, and partly in an Indian 
‘ dress : but in the towns which are inhalhted chiefly 
‘by Spaniards, the Saints conform to the Spanish garb 
'and complexion,’ 

The ships anchored near the East side of the Island 
Amapalla, which is the largest of the Islands, in 10 
fathoms depth, clean hard sand. On other Islands in 
the Bay were plantations of maize, with cattle, fowls, 
plantains, and abundance of a plum-tree common in 
Jamaica, the fruit of which Dampier calls the large 
hog plum. This fruit is ov.'il, with a l;u*ge si, one and 
little substance ahoxit it; plc.-isant onongh in tasi*', but 
he says he never saw one oi those idums ripe ilial lirul 
not ;i maggot or two in it. 

The Buccaneers helped thci-!- an 

Island in the Bay which w.-i . 'v -.i o.i. and 
which they were informed l-<-; .1 ;• V.i-i'ijry. 

The natives willingly assisted them to take liie cattle, 
and were content on receiving small presents for 
their labour. The Buccaneers V.-.il l o o-lio: :..-vvice to 
desire of those natives, and ; ! ■ '.•.vo h l i-i-:! have 

been from levity and an ambition to give a specimen 
of their vocation, more than for any advantage ex- 
pected, that they planned to take the opportunity 
when the inhabitants should be assembled in their 
chiirch, to shut the church doors upon tliem, the 
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Buccaneers themselves say, ‘tolii .h'- I . k:. 
‘who we were, and to mate ca laricir! will: 

In executing this project, one of i'.-: i;:! I 

impatient /si iV.e ■rm'^ oi’ :! ■« in!: !i,i- 

tants, pushed one of them rath<-v o Inr ■ n 

him into the church; but the" contrary effect was 
produced, for the native beingf frightened, ran away, 
and all the rest taking alarm, ‘sprang out of the 
‘church like doer.’ As they fled, some of Davis’s men 
fired a.t them as at an enemy, and among other 
injury committed, the Indian Secretary was killed. 

Cowley relates their exploits here very briefly, but 
in the style of an accomplished Gazette writer. He 
says, ‘We set sail from Eealejo to the Gulf of St. 
‘Miguel, where we took two Islands; one wus in- 
‘ habited by Indians, and the other was well stored 
‘with cattle.’ 

Davis and Baton here broke off consortship. The 
cause of their separating was an unreasonable claim 
of Davis’s crew, who having the stouter and 
better ship, would not agree tlwii- Baion's men shoii'd 
share equally with themselves in llu; pi-ize.-f lakcrii. 
Cowley at this time quitted Davis’s ship, find enlertd 
with Baton, who sailed from the Bay nf Amapalla 
for the Peruvian coast. Davis also sailed vVsc same 
way on the day following (Septeinhci: i.ko Ilvd.), (iivt', 
releasing the Priest of Amapalla ; and with a feeling 
of remorse something foreign to his profession, by 
way of atonement to the inliabitants for the annoy- 
ance and mischief they had sustained from the Buc- 
caneers, he left them one of the prize vessels, with 
half a cargo of floux\ 

Davis sailed out of the Gulf by the pas.sage between 
the Islands Amapalla and Mangera. In the naviga- 
tion towards the coast of Peru, they had the wdrid 
from the NNW and West, except during tornadoes, 
of which they had one or more every day, and whilst 
they lasted the wind generally blew from the South 
Bast; but as soon as they were over, the wind settled 
again in the NW. Tornadoes are common near the 
lao 
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Bay of Panama from June to November, and at this 
time were accompanied with much thunder, lightning, 
and rain. 

Wln'i) tliey came to Caj)c San Francisco, they found 
settled fair weather, and the wind at South. On the 
yoth, tlicy anchored by the East .sine of i!ie .Islantl 
Plata. The 21st, Eaton’s shi]) anchored near tliom. 
Eaton had been at the Island Cocos, and had lodged 
on shore there 200 packages of flour. 

According to Eaton’s description, Cocos Island is 
encompassed with rocks, ‘which make it almost in- 
‘ accessible except at the NE end, where there is a 
‘small bub secure harbour; and a line bi'ook of fresh 
‘water runs there into the sea. The middle of the 
‘ Island is pretty high, and destitute of trees, but 
‘looks green and pleasant with an herb by the 
‘Spaniards called Gramudiel. All round the Island by 
‘tlio sea, the land is low, and there cocoa-nut trees 
‘grow in great gi'oves,’ 

At La Plata they found only one small run of fresh 
water, which was on the East side of the Island, and 
trickled slowly down from the rocks. The Spaniards 
had I'occntly destroyed the goats here, that they 
might not serve as provision for the pirates. Small 
s(ja turtle however were jdentiful, as were ,raen-of- 
war birds and boobies. TJie tide was remarked to 
j’lin strong at this part of the coast, the flood to the 
South. 

Eaton and his crow would willingly have joined 
company again with Davis, but Davis’s men persisted 
in their iinsociable claim to larger shares: tbc two 
shipis therefore, though designing alike to cruise on 
the coast of Peru, sailed singly and sciniratoly, Eaton 
on the 22d, and Davis on tJic day following. 

Davis went to Point Sta. Elena. 0]i its West side is 
deep water and no anchorage. In the Bay on the 
North side of the Point is good anchorage, and about 
a mile within the Point Avas a small Indian village, 
the inhabitants of which carried on a trade "with 
pitch, and salt made there. The Point Sta. Elena is 
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tolerably high, and overgrown with thistles; but the 
land near it is sandy, low, and in parts overflowed, 
without tree or grass, and without fresh -wiitor ; but 
w^atel■-nlo.lon.s grew tJuire, large aU':l very sweet. 
When the inhabitants of the a iilage w^anted fresh 
water, they were obliged if) fcl(;]i it from a river 
called the Oolanche, ■which is#t the innermost jjart ( f 
the bay, four leagues distant from their habitations, 
fl’ho buccaneers landed, and took some natives 
in-isoneivs. A small baric w-a.s lying in the. bay at 
anchor, the crenv of wliich set fire to and abandoned 
lier; but the buccaneei’s boarded her in time to ex- 
tliigLii.sh the fire. A general order hfid been given by 
the Viceroy of Peru to all ship-masters, that if they 
should he in danger of being lakeu by pirates, they 
should set fire to their ves.?el.s fi.rul betiike themselves 
to tlieir boats. 

The. pitch, -which was the principal commodity pro- 
duced at Sta. Elena, WJis supplied from a hot spring, of 
which Dampior gives the following a(;count. ‘Not far 
‘from the Indian village, rnl about ilvo paces within 
‘high-water mark, a bituminous Ijoils out of a 

‘little hole in the earth. It is like thin tar; tho 
‘Spaniards call it Algairane. lly miicii lioiling, if, 

‘ becomes hard like pitch, and is used by the Spa.niards 
‘ instead of pitch. It boils up most at high -water, 
‘and the inhabitants save it in jjjrs 

A report was current here among the Spaniards, 

‘ that many years before, a- rich Sg>aiiish ship -was 
‘ driven ashore at Point Sta,. Elena, for Avanb of wind 
‘ to work her ; that immediately after she struck, 

‘ slie heeled off to seaward, and sunk in seven 
‘or eight fathoms water; and that no one ever 
‘attempted to fish for her, liccausc there falls in here 
‘a great In'gh seat.’ 

• Dauipier, Vol, I, Chap. 6. 

t Dampior, Vol. I, Chap, 6. To search for thiss wreck with a view to 
recover tlie treasure in her, was one of tise objects of an e.vpeditioa from 
ICnffiand to the South Sea, which was made a few years subsequent to 
tills Buccaneer expeJiiion. 
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Davis landed at a village named Manta, on the 
main-land about three leagues Eastward of Oape San 
Lorenzo, and due north of a high conical mountain 
called Monte Christo. The village was on a small 
ascent, and between it and the sea was a spring of 
good water. ‘ About a mile and a half from the shore, 
‘right opposite the village, is a rock which is very 
‘dangerous, because it never appears above water, 
‘ncitlior docs the sea break upon it. A mile witliin 
‘the rock is good anchorage in six, eight or ten 
‘fathoms, hard" sand and clear ground. A mile from 
‘ the road on the West side is a shoal which runs out 
‘ a mile into the sea*.’ 

The only booty made by landing a! M.-i-.lc. w,i-: '!.■ 
taking two old women prisoners. "i 
ever, the Buccaneers obtained intelligence that many 
of their fraternity had lately crossed the Isthmus 
i’rom the West Indies, and were at this time on the 
South Sea, without ships, cruising about in canoes; 
and that it was on this account the Viceroy had 
given orders for the destruction of the goats on the 
Island Plata. 

Whilst Davis and his men, in t h.; Dm i ■ in-h rV: Dch.p; , 
were lying at the Island I’laM, u* il-vl :ii i,!-cb' 

plans by the news they htul •■.■(•'Vivl, ! , 

on October 2nd, joined by l.ho Cygnet, Capt.-iin 
Swan, and by a small l)ark inannod witli a evow 
of buccaneers, both of wliitdi jinchorcd in the roaJ. 

The Cygnet, as Ijcn.'re iioLicccl, was fitted out; i‘'rf)n; 
London for the i-urpoae of trade. .S!ui had i)ul in at; 
Baldivia, where .Sw;jri, ~;;eing i;hc Spaniards .sii.S|>i(.‘ion..' 
of the visits of .siivingci-s, gjiv(; out Lliat he wa.s bound 
to the East Indies, .and that bo h.ad einleavoured to 
go by the Oape of Good Ho, on : but that jneoting 
there with storms and un'avour.Mbh,- winds, and not 
being able to beat i*ound that tJape, he had changed 
his course and ran for the fStrait of Mugallianes, to 
sail by the Pacific Ocean to India. a?his story was too 
improbable to gain credit. Instead of finding a, 

♦ Danipier, Vol. I, Cliao. 6. 
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i market at Balclivia, the Spaniards there treated him 

■ and his people as enemies, by which he lost two men 

J and had several wounded. He afterwards tried the 

disposition of the Spaniards to tr.-uie with him at 
other places, both in Ohili and Peru, but no where 
met encouragement. He proc-ooded Xorthwai’d for 
Now Spain still with the si^’iie viev%- : but near the 
Gulf of Nicoya he fell in wiih some buccaiu.ers wiio 

* had come over the Isthmus and were in canoevs ; and 

his men (Dampier says) forced Jiiin to rhein 

into his ship, and he was aftc;rv.in‘i.l? provi-.ilc d on lu 
join in tlioir pursuits. Swan had to plead in his 
excuse, the Uont Uily of the Spaniards towards him at 
Baldivia. These buccaneers with whom Swan associ- 
ated, had for their commander Peter Harris, a nei'diew 
of the Peter Harris who was kilK'd in baiibj wiih the 
.Spjuiie.rds in tho Bay of Pa.ria'ivi, in Idfii), ^s-Jien the 
Buccimcei-4 vwe coinnianded by Sawklns a7i(l (/(jxon. 
Swan stipuluied with thorn tJxit Km share's of every 
prize should be set apart for the benefit of his owners, 

I and articles to that purport were drawn up and 

j signed. Swan retained the command of the Cygnet, 

* with a crew increased by a number of the new 

I comers, for whose accommodation a large quantity of 

bulky goods belonging to the merchants was thrown 
j into the sea. Harris with others of the buccaneei'S 

j established themselves in a small bark they had 

[ taken. 

On their in eo ling with Davis, there was much joy 
and congratnlaLioii on all sides. They immediately 
agreed to keep together, and the separation of Baton’s 
ship was now much regretted. They were still in- 
eominoded in Swan’s ship for v.ant of room, therefore 
(the supercargoes giving consent) whatever part oi 
ihtt cai’go any of the crews desired to purchase, it was 
sola, to them upon trust; and more bulky goods were 
thro'Sv 11 overboard. Iron, of which there was a large 
qiiSiC-tity, was kept for ballast; and the finer goods, 
ai silks, muslins, stockings, &c. were saved. Whilst 
they ■coii.tiuued at La Plata, Davis kept a small bark 
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fnifc -whlcli brought in a ship from Guayaciuil, 

l;>d<'n wiLiriirnber, the master of which reported that 
great preparations were mating at Callao to attack 
the pirates. This information made a rr;i'.;.':i 
Eaton more earnestly desired, and a ■ .a!! !>■■ ■. 

manned Avith 20 men was dispatched to il -f. 

the coast Southw'ard as far as to the !.' ■>■■■ I;* -, 

with an invitation to him to join tliein again. The 
ships in the mean time folhnved leisurely in the saiui,; 
direction. 

On the 30th, they Avcro oif tlio Cape Blanco whic-.h 
is between Payta and the Bay of Guayaquil. Southerly 
winds prevail along the coast of Peru and Chili much 
the greater part of the year; and Dam pier remarks 
of this Cape Blanco, that ib Avas rt?cl:onod the luoit 
difficult to Aveather of any hiT.r’lrviid along iIhj coiisi:. 
the AA'ind generally blowing n,..!! S''\V .■■■ 

S b YV, Avithout beiug altered, ■ pi', ■■ ; i' !.-■ 

coast, by the land Avinds. Yet w ' ■ !■ I ? i r; 

here to boat up close in Avith the shore, because 
(according to the accounts of Spanish seamen) ‘ on 
‘standing out to sea, a current is found setting NW, 

‘ which will carry a ship farther off shore in tAvo 
‘hours, than she can run in again in live-’ 

Xovember the 3rd, the Buccaneers landed at Payta 
Avithout opposition, the town being abandoned to 
them. They found nothing of vahie, ‘not so much as 
‘a meal of A’ictuals being left them.’ The Governor 
Avould not pay ransom for T 1 

the Buccaneers Avith hopes w'.- :■ 

they set it on fire. 

At most of the towns o.- i’ i'..' 

houses are built with bricks ■ ■•■■■,,: ; ; 

kiKiaded tog(.'ther and dried i . ■= ■ r. : . . 

liaA'e no roof other tlj.-ui mat i.-, : :■ =■ 

nevei.* rain.s, and they endcaA’-oiu* to fence only from 
the sun. Prom the AA'ant of moisture, great part of 
the country near the coast Avill not produce timber, 
and most of the stone they have, ‘is so brittle that 
any one may rub it into sand Avith their finger.’ 
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PaytT. had jieithor wood nor water, except what 
was carried thither. The water was procured from a 
river a, bout two leagues NNE of the town, where 
was a small Indian village called Oolan. .Daiupier 
says, ‘tliis dry country commences Northward about 
‘Oape Blanco (in about 4“ S latitude) whence it reaches 
‘to latitude SO'" S, in which extent they have no rain 
‘ that I could ever observe or hear of.’ In the 
Southern part of this tract however (according to 
Wafer) they have great dew's in the night, hy which 
the vallies are rendered fertile, and are well furnished 
with vegetables. 

Eaton had been at Payta, where ho burnt a large 
ship in the road, hut did not land. He put on shore 
there all his prisoners ; from wliicli circumstance it 
was conjectured that he pm*poscd to sail immediately 
for the East Indies; and such proved to be the fact. 

The vessel commanded by Harris, sailed badly, and 
was therefore quitted aiid bm’ut. On the 14th, the 
other Buccaneer vessels, under Davis, auchorcal near 
the NE end of Lobos de Tievra, iu four fathoms 
depth. They took here iJenguins, boobies, and seals. 
On the 19th, they were at Lobos do la Mar, w'here 
they found a letter left by ilie bark sent in search of 
Eaton, which gave information that he had entirely 
departed from tlie American coast. The bark had 
sailed for the Island Plata expecting to rejoin the 
slii]).s there. 

Baton in his route to the East Indies stopped at 
Oualiau, one of the Ladroiio Islands, w'hertj himself 
and his crew acted tow^•u■ds the native Islanders with 
the utmost barbarity, which Cowley relates as a 
subject of merriinenb. 

On their first arrival at Guahan, Eaton sent a boat 
on shore to procure refreshments; bub the iiativns 
kept at a distance, believing his ship to be one of the 
Manila galeons, and his people Sj)aniards, Eaton’s 
men served themselves with cocoa-nuts, but finding 
difficulty in climbing, they cut the trees down to ge^ 
at Live fruit, The next time their boat wnnt to th 
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sIk.’.'c, llifi .'ll laclifil her, but were easily 

ri'j)!'.'! (.1.1, find a. nuinlicr oi! ilinn killed. By lliis tinic 
I be (Jv>vci v.-fi'? !i;-’.ed r.f IV -■ of the 

l.-l:iii'l ii(;u- wbieb tbe slop I ■ ! .-■i.-.' r -V r: •! sent a 
letter addressed to her Gomnnuidor, v,-ritten in four 
different languages, to wit, in Spanish, French, Dutch, 
and Latin, to demand'’ of what couTitry she was, and 
whence she came. Cowley says, ‘Our Ca,ptaiii, think- 
‘ing that the French would be welcoiner tliair the 
‘English, returned answer we were French, fitted 
‘ nut by private merchants to make fuller discovery 
‘of the world. The Governor on this, invited Die 
‘ Captain to the shore, and at their first conference, 
‘the Captain told him that the Indians had fallen 
‘ upon his men, and that we had killed some of them. 

‘ lie wished we had killed them all, and told us of 
‘ their rebnllion, that they had killed eight .Fathers, 
‘of sixte-en which were in a convent, lie gave ns 
‘ leave to kill and take whatever we could find on one 
‘half of the island where the rebels lived. We then 
‘made wars with these infidels, and went on shore 
‘every day, fetching provisions, .and firing upon them 
‘wherever we saw them, so that the greatest part of 
' them left the Island. The Indians sent two of their 
‘captains to us to treat of peace, but wo woub.! not 
‘treat with them*.’— ‘The whole land is a garden. 
‘The Governor was the same man who detained Sir 
‘John .Vf.'- ■ Lieutenant at Baldivia. Our Cap- 

‘ tain supplied him with four barveJs of gunpowder, 
‘and arms.’ 

Josef de Quiroga was at this time Governor at 
Guahan, who afterwards conquered and unpeopled all 
the Isortheru .Islands of the Ladrones. Eaton’s crew 
took some of the Islanders prisoners: three of tlicm 
jumped overboard to endeavour to escape. It was 
easy to retake them, as they had been bound with 
their hands behind them ; but Eaton’s men pui'sued 
them with the detex’iiiincd purpose to kill them, which 

* Manuscript Journal in the Sloane Collection. 
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they flid in more wantomipss of spovi ’". another 
lime, u'l ion they had so far eoine to an accommodation 
with the Islanders iis to admit of their approach, the 
ship’s hoab lieinj.? on shore lishin^^ with l.ho seine, some 
ua, tires in canoes near Iier w<'re .':i~i-,e.‘(> <i i.f inlendi'-.j': 
misc-hii'f. (.’owley relates, ‘(^:r tveoph; (h.-ii, wero in 
‘tne hoat let in amongst ilio tliji:k( -.t of rl.cm, 
‘.tnd killed a groat many of their n-milior.’ Ir. is 
possible that thns much might have bee’.: necessary 
for safety; but Cowley procoeiis, Mbe oilu.is, seeing 
‘ Llicir mates fall, ran away. Our ciheT’ nirm M hieli 
‘were on shore, meeting them, .salnle.d ibc-ni also iiy 
‘making holes in their hides.’ 

From the Ladrones Eaton sailed to the North of 
Luconia, and passed through among Uie Islands iv^hich 
were afterwards named by Oampiei’ the .Basheo 
Islands. The account given by Cowley is fis follows : 
‘There being half a point East variation, till wc came 
‘ to latitiide 20° 30' N, where wo fell in with a liavcel 
‘ of Islands lying to the Northward of Luconiii.. On the 
‘ 23rd day of Axiril, we sailed through between the second 
‘and third of the Northernmost of them. \Vo met 
‘with a very strong current, like the Raco of Port- 
‘land. At the third of the Northernmost Islands, we 
‘sent our boat on shore, where they found abnndance 
‘ of nutmegs growing, but no people. They observed 
‘abundance of rocks and foul ground near the shore, 
‘ and saw many goats upon the TsUind.’ 

Cowley concludes the narrative of liis voyage with 
saying that he arrived home safe to England through 
the infinite mercy of God. 

To return to Edward Davis : At Lubos de la Mar, 
the Mostiuito Indians struck as much turtle as served 
all the crews. Shortly after, Davis made an attempt 
to surprise Guayaquil, which miscarried through the 
cowardice of one of his men, and the coldness of 
Swan to the enterprise. In the Bay of Guayaquil 
they captured four vessels; one of them laden witli 

• See Cowley's Voyage, p. 34. .\lso, Vol. III. of Scuth Sea Discoveries, 
P- 305- 
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Avoolloii cloth of Quito manufacture ; the other three 
■srere ships coming out of the Biver of Guayaciiiil 
with cargoes of Negroes. 

The number of Negroes in these vessels was a 
thousand, from among which Davis and Swan chose 
each about fifteen, and let the vessels go. Dampier 
entertained on this ocrasion different views from his 
companions. ‘ Never,’ says he, ‘ was put into the 
‘hands of men a greater opportunity to enrich them- 
‘ selvas. We had 1000 Negroes, all lusty young men 
‘and women, and we had 200 tons of flour stored u]> 
‘at the Galapagos Islands. With these Negroes we 
‘might have gone and settled at SaTita Maria ou the 
‘ Isthmus of Darien, and have employed tlumi in getting 
‘gold out of the mines there. All the Indlan.s living 
‘in that neighhonrliood were mortal enemies to the 
‘Spaniards, wore flushed hy successes against them, 

‘ and for several years had been tlie fast friends of 
‘the privihteevs. Add to which, we should have had 
‘the North Sea open to us, and in a short time should 
‘have received assistance from all parts of the West 
‘Indies. IM'any i.lii.ii'amis of Duc(*a.:u'.'v.s froui Jamaica 
‘and the French Islands wotild have floched to us; 
‘and wo should have been an overmatch for all the 
‘force the Spatuards could have brought out of Peru 
‘against us.’ 

'I'he proposal to employ slaves in the inines leaves 
no cause to regret that Dampier’s plan was not 
ado}it(‘d ; but that was probably not an objection 
wiLli liis companions. They naturally shrunk from an 
atteinjL)t, which iti the execution would liave i-etjuired 
a regularity and order to Avliich they wet'o unac- 
customed, and not all affected. 

The harbour of Guayacjuil is the best foruu'il pin t 
in Peru. In tbe river, three or four miles Jlr.rt of 
the town, stand.s a low Island about .-i, mih; long, on 
cither side of which is a fair chautud tv) ■j)!;s.s up or 
down. The Western Channel is the widest:' the other 
is as deep. ‘Prom the upper part of the Island t(.) 
‘tlie town is about a league, and it is near as much 
3.18 


IN THE SOUTH SEA 

‘Tvom 011(5 fsid<i o£ the river to I, ho oIIkm’. fii that 
‘ spacious place sliips of the greatest burthen luiiy richj 
‘afloat; but the best place for shijjs is near that part 
‘of the land on which the town stanrls. The country 
‘here is subject to great rains and thick fogs, Avhich 
‘render it very unwholesome and sickly, in i ho '» r,;iies 
‘ e.spoc-'ally ; (ruayaquil however is not so unh'.-a;.' iiy 
‘Quito and other towns inla.n(3 ; but the Norl born [lai-i; 
‘of Peru pays for the dry weather which they have 
‘about Lima and to the Southw'arcL’ 

‘Ships hnniul into the river of Guayaquil pass on 
‘ llie South side of the Island Santa Clara to avoid 
‘shoals which are on the North side, whoj-con forinevly 
‘ ships have hcon wrecked. A rich wreck lay on the 
‘ North side of >Sanla Clara not far from the Tslfiiid, 
‘and some plate which was in her was taken up: 
‘more might have been saved bub for the cat-fish 
‘which swarm hereabouts. 

‘ Tlie Oat-fisli is much like a whiting; bub the head 
‘is flatter and bigger. It has a wide mouth, and 
‘certain small strings pointing out on each side of it 
‘like cats’ whiskers. It hath throe fins; one on the 
‘ back, and one on either side. Each of those fins hath 
‘a shaiq? bone which is very venemous If it strikes 
‘into a man’s flosh. Sonm of the Iiulions that adven- 
‘turod to search i,his> wreck lost their livos, .and others 
‘the use of their limbs, by the.se fins. Some of the 
‘ cat-fish weigh seven or eight pounds ; and in some 
‘ places there a.re c.'it-fish which are none of them 
‘bigger than a man's thumb ; but their fins are all 
‘alike venemous. Tlmy are most generally .at the 
‘mouths of rivers (in the hot latitudes) or whore there 
‘is much mud and ooze. The bones in their bodies 
‘are not venemous, and we never perceived any bad 
‘effect in eating the fish, wdn'ch is very sweet and 
‘wholesome meat*.’ 

The 13th, Davis and Swan with their prizes sailed 
from the Bay of Guaysiquil to the Islaml Plata, and 

• Onnipier, Vol. I, C’lap. 6, 
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foimcl Llioi'o tho liark which had been in quest of 
Eaton’s sliip. 

From Plata they sailed Northward towards the Bay 
of Panama., landing at the villages along the coast to 
seek prov-isions. They wei-e ill provided with boats, 
which exposed them to danger in making descents, 
by their not being able to land or bring off many 
men at one time; and they pidgod that tho best 
places for getting their wants in i.liis T-es’poct ST,ipplied 
would be in rivers of the (’oniineiil, in whicli the 
Spaniards had no settlement, Avhorc from the luitive 
inhabitants they might obtain canoes by traffic or 
purchase, if not otherwise. Dampier remarks that 
there were many such unfrequented rivers in the 
Continent to the Northward of the Isle cle la Plata; 
and that from the Equinoctial to the Gulf de San 
jMiguel in the Buy of Panama, which is above eight 
degrees of latitude, the coast was not inhabited by 
the Spaniards, nor w'oro the Indians who lived there 
in any manner under their subioction. except at one 
part near the Island Gallo, ‘ wlierc ()u the banks of a 
‘Gold River or l.wo, some Sjjanlavds had settled to 
‘find gold.’ 

The land by the sea-coast to the North of Cape San 
Francisco is low and extremely woody ; the trees are of 
extraordinary height and bigness ; and in this part of 
the coast are largo and navigable rivers. The white 
cotton-tree, whicli bears a very line sort of cotton, called 
silk cotton, is the largest tree in these Avoods ; and 
the cabbage-tree i.s the tallest. Dampier has given 
full descriptions of both. lie measured a cabbage-tree 
.120 feet in length, .and some wot’o longer. ‘ It has no 
‘limbs nor boughs except at ilic bead, whore there are 
‘br.'iuchcs something bigger than a man’s arm. The 
‘cabbage-fruit shoots out in the midst of these 
‘branches, inve-sted or folded in leaves, ami Is as big 
‘as the small of a man’s leg, and a foot long. It is 
‘white a.s milk, .and sAvcid- as a nut if (afen ra.AV, and 
‘is A'ery SAveet and Avlu...le.s.ni.ii ii boiled.’ 

Tho Buccaneers onterLd .a river Avith thoir boats, in 

mo 
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oi’ near latitude 2’ is, whicli Dampier, from some 
Spanish lulot-book, calls the River of St. .Tago, Jt 
was na,vigable some leagues within the entrance, and 
seems to be the rivn* marked with the name Patia in 
the late Spanish charts, a name which has allusion to 
sju’eading branches. 

Davis’s men went sis leagues up ;.!u: rivci- wi; i'.our. 
.seeing ha,hi1-:ation or poojde. Tfliey tiie?i earno in sight 
of two small huts, the I.-, 1. Iniii-ied 

into canoes with their i< 1-: ! I- paildl(-.l 

npwarda against the stream faster trinn i.lu\v eouM be 
pursued. JMcn-e houses w'ore seen higlicv but the 
stream ran here so swift, that the Mnee.-nmeTS would 
nob he at the labour of proceeding, '.ri'.ey found in 
the two de.scrttid huts, a hog, some fouls and plan- 
taitns, wliicli they chessed on the siDot, ami afi-.-.n’ ilieir 
meal voturued to the ships, which wore at the Island 
Gallo. 

‘TIjc Island Gallo is clotliod with timber, and hero 
‘ was a spring of good water at the NE end, with 
‘good landing in r • ‘.• '1 b-... . and secure riding 

‘in six or seven f; 'b. 

Tlu'y (uiiond with tlieir boats anoihor J.'U'gc river, 
(■all(j(l lh(^ '.I'oruaco. the im! r.-! (>i' wliicb i.-; Injt tlirco 
ioiigiiiM IVoiu Island Gallo. 'I'his i-ivcr was shoal 
iit (Iio Juoiiih, .‘lud navigable for vSinall vi ;isels otily. 
A little within, was a village called Tonun.-o, .some of 
the inhabitanl.s of which they took i:'ri.sonei.s, and 
carried oil' a do'/.en jars of good wine. 

On the Isb of .Tanuary, they took a packet-boat 
bound for Lima, wliiijh the Prosidciib of Panama had 
dispatched to hasten the sailing of the Plato Fleet 
from Callao ; the treasure sent from Peru and Chili 
to Old Spain being usually first collected at Panamra, 
and thence transported on rnnles to Portobello. The 
JBucc.TiK'crc; judged that the Pearl Islands in the Ray 
of Panama would he tlic best st.'itiou they could 
occupy for iutc.rccptiug ships from Lima. 

On the 7tli, they left Gallo, and pnisucd their course 

• Dainpicr, 
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Northward. Aii exiwnple occurs here of Buccaneer 
order and discipline. ‘We weighed,’ says Dainpier, 
‘ before day, and all got out of the road except 
‘ Captain Swan’s tender, which never budged ; for 
‘the men were all asleep when we went out, and the 
‘ tide of Hood coming on before they awoke, we were 
‘forced to stay for thciii till the following tide.’ 

On the 8t1i, they took a vessel laden with flour. 
The next day they anchored on the West side of the 
Island Gorgona, in 38 fathoms depth clear ground, a 
(piarl,cr of a mile from the shore. Gorgona was 
iininhaljited ; and like Gallo covered with trees. It is 
pretty high, and remarkable by two saddles, or risings 
and fallings on the top. It is about two leagues long, 
one broad, and is four leagues distant from the nia'ui- 
land. It was well watered at this time with small 
brooks issuing from the high land. At its West end 
is another small Island. The tide rises and falls seven 
or eight feet; and at low water shell-fish, as peri- 
winkles, muscles, and oysters, may be taken. At 
Gorgona were small black monkeys. ‘When the tide 
‘was out, the monkeys would <;ome do'wn to the sca- 
‘ shore for shell-fi.sh. Their way was to take up an 
‘ oyster and lay it upon a stone, and with another 
stone to keep boating of it till they broke the shell*.’ 
The pearl oyster w'as here in great x>huifcy: they a.T-o 
flatter than other oysters, are slimy, and taste coppei-ish 
if eaten raw, but were thought good when hoil(?.d. The 
Indians and Spaniards ha.ngthe meat of them on strings 
to dry. 'The i)earl is found at the head of the oysten’, 

‘ between the meat and the shell. Some have 20 or 30 
‘small scod-iicarl, some none at all, and some one or 
‘two pretty lai-gc pearls. The inside of the shell is 
‘more glorious than the pearl itselff.’ 

They put some of their iirisoncrs on shore at 
Gorgona, and sailed thence on tlie 13th, being six sail 
in company ; that is to say, Davis’s ship. Swan’s sliip, 
tlu*ee tenders, and their last prize. The 21st, they 

• Wafer’s Voyages, p. i96. t Dampier, Vol. I, Chap, 7. 
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ari-Ived in lliG ’J3a7 of Panama., and anoliorcd at a 
small low and barvon Island named Galera. 

On the 25th, they went from Galeva to one of the 
Southern Pearl Islands, where they lay 1;he ships 
aground to clean, the ri.se and fall of the sea at the 
sjsring tide.3 being ten feet perpendicular. The small 
barks nrcrc kept out cruising, anti on the Sist, they 
broiight in a vessel bound fcfb Pann-ma from Lavolia,, a 
town on llio west side of the Bay, laden with Indian 
corn, salt beef, and fowls. 

Notw'ithstandiug it had been long reported that a. 
:fleet Avas fitting out in Peru to clear the South Sea 
of pirates, tlie small force under Davis, Swan, and 
.Harris, .-unoiinting to little more than 2.j() men, re- 
inabied several weeks in unintejTupted po.ssc5Ssion of 
the .Bay of Panama, blocking up access to the city by 
Roa, supplying tliemselves wdth provisions from the 
Islands, and plundering whatsoever came in their 
way. 

The Pearl Islands are woody, and the soil rich. 
They are cultivated with plantations of rice, plantain.s, 
and bananas, for tho support of the City of Panama. 
Danipier says, ‘ '^’inxy they are called the Pearl TsIo.nds 
‘I cannot imagine, for I did never see one pearl 
‘oyster about them, but of other oysters many. It 
‘is very pleasant sailing here, having the mainland 
‘ f)n one side, which apiip.ars in divers forms, bcantified 
‘with small hills clothed with -woods a.l-ways green 
‘and flourishing; and on the other side, the Pearl 
‘Islands, w'liich also make a lovely prospect as you 
‘sail by them.’ 

The Buccaneers -^vent daily in their canoes o.mong 
the different Tslaud-s, to fish, fowl, or hunt for guanoes. 
One man so employed and straggling from his party, 
was surprised by the Spaniards, and caixicd to 
Panama. 

In the middle of February, Davis, who appears to 
have al-ways directed their movements as the chief in 
command, went with his ships and anchored near the 
City of Panama. He negociated with the Governor 
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an oxdiange of prisoners, and was ^lacl by the release 
of forty Spaniards to obtain the deliverance of two 
Baccancers; one of vlicm the straggler just mentioned ; 
the other, one of Harris's men, 

A short time, after this exchange, as th-'' Bnccanf^or 
ships were at <• ■■ !'■' u ■ » 'i^d Ta:> )/.a, iv:i:.'li 

is about four ' i.e of Pri’i-.-urt, llr-v 

were visited by a Spaniaiyi in a canoe, w’.-' i i'eu 

he was a merchant and wanted to trafS-- li < rr. 

privately. He pwoiiosed to come off to * r- .■■lip- 'i 
the night with a small vessel laden with such goods 
ci.s the Buccane-nvi desired to pnvclmso. This was 
agi'ced to, and be c.-une \vi;.h his vesse.l v. iicn it was 
dark ; but instca!.l of » car.m^ of goo.E, slu* was fitted 
up as a fire-ship wi-h combi istiblw. 'I’iie Buccaneers 
had suspected his iuicniion and wore on their guard ; 
but to ward oil' tbe iniscUief, wore obliged to cut 
from their anchors and sot sail. 

In the moi'niug they I'eturned to their anchorage, 
which they had scarcely j-eg.-i’bu.-d when a fresh cause 
of alarm occurred. Dampier relates, * 'We were striv- 
‘ ing to recover the anchors we had paided from, but 
‘the buoy-rope.s, being rotten, broke, and whilst we 
‘were i)uz};ling about om’ anchors, we saw a great 
‘many canoe.s fiill of men pass between the Islfitid 
‘Taboga and another Island, which a.t first put ns 
‘into a now consternation. 'We. lay still some time, 
‘ till we saw they m.ade directly towards us ; upon 
‘which we w'cigbed and stood towards them. When 
‘ we ca,me witlfiji bail, we found that they were Eng- 
‘li.sh and French iirivatccrs just come from the North 
‘Sea over the Isthmus of Darien. We presently 
‘came to an anchor again, and all the canoes came 
‘on board.’ 

This new arrival of Buccaneers i.i.- il!,- Svr.dh Si.-:! 
(■mi.sisU.*d of ail) Jih-enclimcn and 80 .Eiigli.-rinuen, {-om- 
m.-nuled by two Fj-enchmen jiamiVi (ii'iiguicl. iiis.i 
■L’Escuyer. (irogniel laid » eoinmission l.o w.-ir fm ihe 
8paniiu’d.s from a French AW'st-Iiidia Governor. Tlu; 
Englishmen of this party upon joining Davis, were 
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received into tlae ships of their couiitryincn, and the 
largest of the prize vessels, Avhich was a shij) named 
the San Rosario, was given to the Prcuchmcu, 

From these new oonfodcrates it was learnt, that 
iinother i'>iu-i.y, consisting of ISO Buccaneers, com- 
manded by an Englishniau named Townloy, had crossed 
tin?. Istlimus, and were building canoes in ttu- C-rnli? de 
Siaii Miguel; on which intcUijjence, it was dnieiMriined 
lo sail to t.hat Gtdf, that the whole forcti 

in this sea. might be joined. Grogniei; in reiiivn Lov 
the .ship given to the hh'onch Buccaneer.s, od'ered to 
Davis and Swan now commissi- ms fi‘om Ih',! Governor 
of Petit Goave, hy wliom ho had bo(Mi ruriiisked with 
.spare commissions with b!;!.p.];s, lo be (iiled up and 
dispos(!d of at liis own dis(!i\:i,loii. Davis accepted 
Grogniet’s present, ‘having hefoia? oidy an old com- 
‘mi.ssion ■vvhioh had belonged to (.’.ipi.;i!n 'J'ristian, and 
‘W'hicli, being found in Trisbian’s slilp whou she W'as 
‘ carried oil! by Cook, had devolved as an iahoritance 
‘to Davis.’ Tlie commissions which, by whatever 
meariiB, the Biiccaneers procuvi^d, wore not mneh pro- 
tection in the? event of their f.-iilin.g into the hands of 
the Spanianls, u!ile.s.s the. na-lion of wjiich the Buc- 
caneer was .'I luippened to he then at war with 

Spain. v. .sc not uncommon in the West 

Indies o.' :■ > hanging up their buccaneer 

Iirison.e! ■ \.i;'i c nmissions about their necks. 

But the conimis.sions were allowed to be A-alid in the 
ports of other xjowei's. Swan however refu.sod llie 
one offered him, and rested his jn.stificat.ion on the 
orders he had received from the Dulce of York ; in 
whicli ho was directed, neither to give olTence to the 
Spani.arcls, nor to submit to receive alfront fi-om them ; 
f iiey had done him injury in killing his men at Ba,l- 
divia., and he held his orders to be a lawful coinmi;;- 
siou to do him.self right. 

On Ihe .‘h'd of M.aiv.h, a.s ihey apjn'oathed the Cult 
de San jMiguel to meet the Biiceaueers under Townley, 
they were again surprised by .seeing two phi])s stand- 
ing towards them. TJiesc proved to be Tow'uley and 
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his men, in two prizes they had already lakou, one 
laden with flour, the other with wine, brandy, and 
sugar: both designed for Panama. The wine came 
froin Pisoo, ‘ which place is famous for wine, and was 
‘contained in jars of seven or eight gallons each. 
‘Ships which lade at Pisco stow the jars one tier on 
‘the t 02 > of another, so firi.idcially (iiat we could 
‘hardly do the like 'withrnt I.c-eaking fh(>!n : yet they 
‘often carry in this manner 1500 or 2000, or more, in 
‘a ship, and seldom hi'cak one.’ 

On this junction oE the Buccaneers, they went alvo- 
gethor to the Pearl Islands to make .'U'l'jingf'iiv'!:!;', 
and to fit their prize vessels as well as cirj;uni.stances 
would admit, for their new occuiiation. Among the 
preparations necessary to their eqniinncnt, it was not 
the last which occurred, tl\at tlie jars from Pisco 
were wanted to contain their sea stock of fresh v'atcu* ; 
for which service they were in a short time rendered 
c(nn potent. 

The lOtli, they took a small hjiik in hallas!., iVoin 
Guayaquil. On tho 12i.h, sojiio Indians in a canoe 
cfinio out of the River Santa Maila, i):irj)Oir!cly to in- 
form them that a largo body of lilngiish and UVench 
Buccaneers were then on ilv; :r march over the Istliuius 
from the Xorth Sea. Tiii^ wa.s not all; for* on tlio 
15th, one of tho small barks which w^ero ke 2 )t onb 
cruising, fell in with a vessel in which Avere six: Bng- 
lishmen, who W'crc part of a crew of I>uccan''(,‘!-ri tha t 
had been six months in the South S;>a, iiiider the 
command of a IVilliaru Knight. TIic.se six men had 
been sent in a canoe in chase of a vessel, which they 
came up with and took; but they had chased out f)i' 
sight of their own ship, and could not afterwards lind 
her. Davi.s gave the command of this vessel t:o Harris, 
who took possession of her whh a crow of his own 
followers, and he ivas sent to the River Santa IVIaria 
to look for the buccaneers, of whose corning the 
Indians had given information. 

This was the latter part of the dry sea-son in t.he 
Bay of Panama. Hitherto fi’eah water had been found 
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ill ])lonly at the Pearl Islands: but tlio springs and 
rivulets were nosv dried np. The .Buccaneers examined 
■within Point Garachina, but found no h'esh ■jvatei*. 
They searched along the coast Southward, and on 
the 25th, at a narrow opening in the mainland, with 
two small rocky Islands before it, about seven leagues 
distant from Point Gai'achjpa-, ■which Dauipier sup- 
posed to be Port de Pinas, they found a stream of 
good water ■^vliich ran into the sea ; but the harbour 
\vas open to the SW, and a swell set in, ■which ren- 
dered watering there difficult and hazardous ; the fleet 
(for they wore nine sail in cinnpany) therefore stood 
for the Islaiul Taboga-, ‘where,’ says Dainpler, ‘we 
‘were sure to llud a supply.’ 

Their boats being sent before the sliijjs, canus un 
tiKpncieclly upon some of the inhabitants of Panama 
who wore loading a canoe with plantains, and took 
iliem prisoners. One among these, a J\Tulatto, had 
th i im 2 )rudeDce to say he was in the fire-ship which 
had been sent in the night to burn the Buccaueer 
ships; upon which, the Bucca-ncers immediately hanged 
him, 

TJiey had chocohito, but no sugar; and all the 
k(?tLles they possessed, constantly kept boiling, were 
not sufficient to dress vLctuais for so many men. 
Whilst the shiiis lay at d’aboga, a dcdaclviuent was 
sent to a sugar-work on tlm mainland, fi-oin which 
they returned with sugar and three oopp£;rs. 

On the Util of April, they 'ivant from Taboga to the 
Pearl Islfiiids, and were there joined by the Flibustiers 
and Bnce.aiieers of whoso coming they had been last 
apiu'ised, coiisi.stiiig of 2f>l- men, commanded byb'renuh- 
men namocl Rose, Lc Picard, aud IJc-s-marais, Le 
Picard was a veteran ivho liad se.rv<!d under l',oloiiois 
aud Morgan. In this pai'ty came Ravoiicaii dn Lns.san, 
Avhose Journal is said to bo tlie only one keivt by any 
of the French wdio were in this ex^icditioii. 

Ijus-san’s Narrative is writtf'ii with much misplaced 
gaiety, which conies early ini.o notice, and shews him 
to hare been, c?veii whilst y*.>iing and niipractised m 
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the occupation of a Buccaneer, -li -r "i .h .hil-: ■ 

ing in cruelty. In the account i-.’ i '- y 

1.111(1 from the W'i'.-L Tmlie.s, he ;■ ■ ■ ■■■.!■! ii 

lu) wil.nc.saccl of tlio grr-nt flcxt.--:-:.- . ■■■ .'■ ■■ i ■ 

nhich iiihaliitf'd tlic I’oif-l.', a.: i :>.(■■ 

following: ‘Je ne i-iiis me S(. ;■ ri:.: -I ■ 

‘Taction quo jo vis fairo'ii un <ii; cc-s aniniaiiic, miqurl 
‘apres avoir thv V m - :;■■■ de fu.sii qui Ini oin- 

‘portoient une 'i-r r-iii en .sovte quo roiiii.-.s 
‘ses tripes sortoient; je le via se tenir d’une de ses 
‘pates, ou mains si Ton veiit, a unc bi’anehe d’arbre, 
‘tandis que de Tautre il ramassoit ses intestins quil 
‘se refouroit dans ce qui Ini I’ostoit do ventre'".’ 

Ambrose Cowley and Eaveneau de Lus.sau are well 
matched for comparison, alike not only in tlieir dis- 
positions, but in their conceptions, -^vliich made them 
imagine the recital of such actions would be remi 
with delight. 

"The Buccaneers in the Bay of Panama were now 
nearly a thousand strong, and l.lu-y held n c(Mi.i-iiil:a- 
tion whether or not they .slioukl nitaek iho city. 
They had just before learnt fr(.iin im iidcrt.-cpled 
packet that the Lima Fleet was at sea, riciiiy charged 

with treasure; and C 't .» *• ) ; , ; a!: ,ii.- 

naval force the Sp. • '•.i.; . 'i sv : ; :.,i | m 

collect: it w^as li .‘e.‘-; ■ • 1 la., .. , |i . 

city at the prese !■;; , « v., ‘ ■...■■ ,1 ■. 

of the S[)anish 11- . ■ «: j;” '= ■. - oi.dy ■ , 

Lci-prise they undertook on the main-land in the mean 
Lime, was against the town of Chepo, where they 
found neither opposition nor plunder. 

The small Island Chcpillo near tlie mouth of the 
river which leads to Chepo, iJamiiicr reckoned the 
most pleasant of all the Islands in the Bay of Panama. 
‘Tt is low on the North side, and rises by a small 
‘ ascent towards the Soiith siile. The soil is yellow, 
‘a kind of clay. The low land is planted with all 
‘sorts of delicate fruits.’ The Islands in the Bay being 
occTipied by the Buccaneers, caused great scarcity oi’ 

• Joiirniil du Voy2[;e au Rr<?r du Sud, par 
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provision and disii-oss at l.V.r:iMii:i, nnn;’! ru too con- 
sumption in tli/ii ciiA' ii.:;iiii!lv' !) 0 (’m sn|iipiio,| 

i'roiu tlic Islands, wlii-li mi dial arrooiii an.! !‘oi- (.lio'r 
Iiloiisaiitnr's.s woro ihc tifiTil.-iis i>i’ I’a.nain i. 

Ill this situation iliiiiu-' ri-ui.-MMOil liil ii-ar oik] 

of Afay, the I3iiccimoors in il.'iily cxi-j-;tali.;n of 
the ilcet from lania, of Afhicli it i< iuov tiiiic- to 
speak. 


CHAPTER. XV 


Edward Davis CoaMnaaJer. Meeline oF tlic Spanish and Bnccancer Fleets 
in ttiu Hay of Panama. I’hey separate without fijjhting-. Tlie Biic- 
canuci's sail to the Island Qntbo. The English and Freiuih separate. 
Expedition ag.iiiiit the City of Leon. That City and Kia Lexa burnt, 
Farther dispersion of the Buccaneers. 

Tnis Viceroy of Peru judged tho Fleet he had col- 
leoted, to be strong enough to encounter tho Buc- 
caneers, and did not fear to tru,st the tre.'i,surG to its 
lirotocticm ; bub he gave directions to the Ooinmaiider 
of the Fleet to ondcavour to avoid a mooting with 
them until after Iho treasure should be safely landed. 
In pursuanen of this plan, tho Spanish Admiral, as he 
drew near the Bay of Pana.nia, kept nn^re Westward 
than the usual course, and fell in with the coast of 
Veragua to the West of tho Puuta Mala,. Aftorwiird.s, he 
entered the Bay ■with his licet keeping close to the 
West sliore; and to place the treasure out of danger 
as soon as possible, he lauded it at Lavelia, thinking 
it most probable his fleet would be descried by the 
enemy before he could reach Panama, which must 
have happened if tho weather h.ad not been thick, or 
if the Buccaneers had kept a sharper look-out by 
stationing tenders across the entrance of tho Ba,y. In 
consequence of this being neglected, the Spanish fleet 
ariivod and anchored before tiie city of Panama with- 
out having been perceived by them, and immediabelj' 
on ihcir arrival, the crows of the ships were reinforcod 
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with a number of European seainen who haj pur- 
posely beeu sent over land from Porfo Bello. Thus 
strengthened, and the treasure being :>!.' ■ - i (■■■■' '-f 
(liinger, the Spanish Adinlr.al took \\\ - ;r ■!.< ■ . n i.'. 
stood from the I'oad before Pai-. i 

middle of the Bay, in quest of the Buccaiionrs. 

j\Iay the 28th, the ^ morning was rainy ; the 
Buccaneer fleet was Ij'in’g at anchor near the island 
Pachcca, (he Northernmost of the Pearl .Islands. At 
eleven o’clock in the forenoon, the weather cleared up 
when tlie Spanish fleet appeared in sight about throe 
h’.agUGS di.stant fi’oiu them to the 'WNW. The •wind 
was light fi-om the Southward, and they were stiind- 
ing sharp trimmed toAVfirds the Buc’.cajieers. 

Lussaji dates thi.s their meeting with the Spanish 
Fleet, to be on June the 7th. Ton days a!torati<.m of the 
style had. taken place in Franec three yeo,rs heforo, 
and no all'Ciration of style had 3'et been adopted in 
England. 

The Buccaneer fleet was comijosedof ten sail of vessels, 
of different sizes, manned with 000 men, ahno.st all 
Eni-opcans; but Batchelor’s .Delight and 

the Cygnet, r-uu of mi -r m. I ; had cannon. Edward 
Davis was regarded as the Admiral. Ilis ship mounted 
30 guns, and had a crew of luO men, most of them 
English ; but as he was furui.shed with a French 
cominib.sion, and France was still at war with Spain, 
he CiUTlod aloft a white flag, in wliinh was painted a 
liaud and sword. Swan’s sliip had 1.6 guns, with a 
c]'(,!W of 140 men, all lOngli.sh, and carried a Saint 
George’s flag at her jii:'in-1orcn;r:t liead. The rest of 
their fleet v.-a.s wei! p!‘oviJ,-d \vi:ii siuall arms, and the 
crews were dc-.vi.ei-i)ii.~ in i.e,; u.se of Mioin. Grognicit’s 
ship was the most powerful, except in cannon, her 
crew con.sI.sting of 80S men. 

The Spanish fleet nnrahered fourteen sail, six of wliicli 
were provided with ca.nnon ; six others with .musk( 3 try 
only, and two wei'e fittexl np a.s fire-shij)s. The buccaiuier 
accounts say the Spani.sh Admiral had 4S guns 
mounted, and 400 men •, (die Vice-Admiral 40 guns, 
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and men in pi'oportion ; the Roai’-.Vdinij-el 36 gnns, 
one of the other shijis 21, one 18, and one 8 gnus ; and 
liiai; iho inii.-iher (n‘ men in their fleet -was nhovo 
liiit Jnor(^ ihan one half of tlicin Indians or 

Slav (iS* 

When the two fleets fii'st had sight of each other, 
G-rogniet’s ship lay at anchejp a mile to leeward of 
his con led e rates, on which acconrit he weighed anchor, 
and stood c.loso noon a wiijd i(^ (he Eastward, intend- 
ing lO inj'ii iii> L(^ Lho oi.!i(:r hliijis: hut in eiideavonr- 
ing to tack, lie missed stays twice, which kc'pt him at 
a distance all the fore part of the day. From tho 
sn]Kiriority of the Bpaniavcls in cannon, and of the 
hu(‘.(‘jineer crews in musketry, it was evident thiii; 
dis<;a.nb fighting was most to the advantage of the 
Siianiards ; and that the Euccaiiooi’s In, id to rest tljeir 
hopes of success on close fighting and boarding. Davis 
was fully of this opinion, and at tliroo o’clock in the 
afternoon, the eneniy’s fleet being directly to lee'ward 
and not far distant, ho got his vos.s(tIs under sail and 
hore I'ight down uiion them, making a signal at tho 
same time to Groguiot to board the Spanish Vice- 
Admiral, Avho was some distance separate from the 
other ships of his fleet. 

Here may he contemplated tho Diiccaneer.s at the 
highest pitch of eicvaLIon to which they at any time 
adaiiied. If they obtained the victory, it would give 
them i;he solo dominion of the South Sea; and Davis, 
tlie buccaneer commander, aimed at no less; hut he 
was ill se(.:onded, and uu.s not posse.ssed of autliority 
to enforce obedience to his conmiands. 

The order given to Groguiet was not put in execu- 
tion, and when Davis had arrived with his ship with- 
in cfinnon-sh.ot of the Spaniards, Swan shortened sail 
and l()W(.^rod his ensign, to signify he Avas of opinion 
that it wonhl be host to postpone lighting till tho 
next day. Davis wanting the support of two of the 
most able ships of liis fl(u;t, was obliged to forego his 
intention, and no act of hostility passed during the 
afternoon and evening except the exchange of some 
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•sliot ]>(‘i\voeu his own ship and that of the Sp.njish 
Vif;e-:Viiiniral. 

W'lK'ii it w;i.s dai-k, the Sjjaiiish ileeb anchored, and 
at the same time, the Spanish Admiral took in his 
liifht, and ordered a light to be shown from one of 
his small vessels, which he sent to leeward. The 
Buccaneers were deceive^ hy ihis ai-iifice. believing the 
light they saw to be that of the Spanish Admiral, and 
they continued under sail, thinking themselves secure 
of the weather-gage. At daylight the next inovning 
the Spaniards were seen well collected, whilst the 
buccaneer vc.ssols were mucii dispersed , Orogniei. and 
Tuwnle-y were to windwar.l of I’lO Spani.ird.s : huL all 
the rest, contrary to what i.lu-y had <*xpocl:(:;d wci'i* i,o 
loeAvard. At sunrise, the Spanisli JU'OL got: under sail 
and bore doNvn towards the lvv:ov:ud iiuceane.er slups. 
The Buccaneers thought it not prudent to lighi: imdrr 
sncii disadvantages, and did not wait to J-cceive vliein. 
They were near the small Island Pacheca, on the 
South side of which are some Islands yet smaller. 
Among these Islands, Dampier says, is a narrow 
channel in one p.srl, o »• .’-‘iy id--. Townley 

being pressed by ihe I-- i danger of 

being intercepted, pushed for this passage without a.ny 
])ievion.s examination of the depth of watei*, and got 
safe through. Davis and Swan, whose ships were the 
fastest sailing in either fleet, had the credit of aiford- 
hig protection to their flying companions, by waiting 
to repulse the mo.st advanced of the SpaniiU-ds. 
Dampier who was in Davis’s ship, says, she was 
pressed upon by the whole Si-.i:.' ■.'» " ‘ ■ TI , 

‘Spanish Admiral and the rest <■.■■ -...u I:-:' =■> 

‘play at us and we at them as n,- : • ■ 

‘ they kept at distant cannonad I'. r,-'... -ii \-- 

‘ laid us aboard if they would, but they came not 
‘ within small-arms shot, intending to maul us in 
‘pieces with their gr.-d- After a circuitous 

chace and running iigi;-, lasted till the evening, 

the Biiccaneers, Harris’s ship excepted, which had 
been forced to make off in a different direction, 
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nndini’L'd by the Tslaml Pacliecii, nr-nily in ihe Sinri.' 
Kpot wlienrn ilicy had set out in J.lie iiH'i-niiig-. 

Oil t-bo yOtJi, a.fc daylighi-, the Spanish fir-cl, was 
at anchor three leagues to loeivard. Tlie brccKO was 
faint, and both fleets lay oiiiel iiil Ion oV-Iot k in the 
forenoon. The wind then iVi-slioned a, liii.lc; fi-oin the 
.South, and the Spaniards t(«)k ui> ibf-:i' anchoj-s ; bur- 
instead of making towards the IJuccjinoi-i s, ; i)ey .seilod 
away in a disgraceful manner IVii* Paniuna. ^V!:■;>lh( r 
they sustained any loss in this -fkirmislniig docs not 
appear. The Buccaneers had only o’lo .in.iii kilieil oni;- 
idght. In Davis’s ship six men wore woinKh d, and half 
of her rudder was shot away. 

It might seem to those little aripiainlod n ii.li tlio 
management of ships that it co'.ild make no maiCi ial 
difference whether the Spaniards i)oi’e down lo tmgage 
the Buccanoors, or the BuccanoiM's lioro {'.owu to 
engiigo the Spaniards; for that in (dih.,r case when 
the fleets were closed, the Buce.-.ni'ei'K nrglit Isave 
tried the event of boarding. But tl;e diliV i^ nee here 
was, that if the Buccaneers had I be wi aih('i'-gago, ii; 
enabled them to close with the onomy in ilm nifist 
.speedy manner, which was of much consequence 
ivhere the disparity in the nninher of cannon was 
.so gro;.it. When the Spaniards had the weather-gag(‘, 
they would press the apiiroach i-,rar enough to 

give effect to their cannon, .■ ‘id -i.' , near enough 
for musketry’- to do them mischief. With this 
view, ihi.'y coidd ehof>.'(! i.hoir distance when to stop 
and bring ihcir bi'oadsidc.s ti) bear, and leave to the 
Rnccaueers f.he trouble of making nearer approach, 
against the wind and a heavy cannonade, Dampior, 
who ha.g related the transactions of the 28i,h and 29lh 
very briefly, .speaks of the weatlicr-gage here as a 
decisive advantage. He say^s, “In the morning (of the 
" 2ftth) therefore, -when we found the enemy had got 
“ the woather-gagc of us, and were coining upon us 
“ with full sail, -we ran for it.” 

On this occasion there is no room for commenda- 
tion on the valour of either partv. The Buccaneers, 
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howtn-or, tnow, hy t.ho Spnni=:h flofit. coming to them 
from .I VniHMia, u-on-^i-nro must li.ivo boeii liuiiled, 

and therefore they could have had little motive 
for ojitorprise. The meeting was faintly sought by 
both sides, anil no battle was fought, except a little 
cannonading daring the retreat of the Buccaneers, 
which on their side was calmost wholly con fined to the 
ship of their Commander. Both Dampier and Lussan 
acknowledge that Bdward Davds brought the whole of 
tlic buccaneer fleet ofl! safe from the Spaniards by his 
courage and good management. 

On June the 1st, the Buccaneers sailed oirt of the 
Bay of Panama for the Island Qiiibo, They liad to 
boat up against S W winds, and had much wet weather. 
In the middle of June, they anchored on the Bast 
side of Q.ailjo, whore they Avore joined by Harris, 
Quibo and tlio .smaller Islands near it, Dampier calls 
collectively, the Keys of Quibo. They are all woody. 
Good fresh water was found on the T -tTr 1. 

which would naturally be the case wbii v. ;; 
weather; and here were deer, guanoc > ii'i.l li-",.-' 
black monkeys, whose flesh was este;-!ui"l I'v lii,! 
Buccaneers to be sweet and Avholosomo fooil. 

A shoal which runs out from the SB point of Quibo 
half a mile into the sea, has boon alroaily noLicml: i\ 
league to the North of this shoal, and a mile (li“,i,:i.iit 
from the shoi-e, is a rock which appears above Avater 
only a,t the last quarter ebb. Rxcept the shoal, and 
this I’ock, there is no other ilanger ; and shijis may an- 
chor Avithiu a quarter of ui" ,'!•«' in from six 
to twch'^o fathoms clear . 

Tlicy stop/)ed at Quibo to make themselves canoes, 
the trees there being well suited for the i^nri^oso, and 
some so large that a single trunk liolloAved and 
wrought into shape, would carry forty or fifty men. 
Whilst this work Ava? pi-i-roi'niing, a sirong party Avas 
sent to the main-land again-ii. Pueblo Nuevo, which 
town was noAv entered witliout opposition ; but no 
plunder was obtained. 

Dampier, Vol, I, Chap. vili. 
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Lussan relates that two of tlie Buccaneers were 
killed by serpents at Quibo. He says, ‘here are 
‘serpents -who-.e bite is so veneuious that speedy 
‘ <ie<!.th inevitably ensues, unless the patient can have 
‘ immediate recourse to a certain ftiiit, which must be 
‘ chewed and ap]died to the part bitten. The tree 
‘ which bears this fruit grows here, and in other piU'ts 
‘ of America. It resembles tfte Alinond-troe in France 
‘in height and in its leaves. The fiaiit is like the sea 
‘ chcsnnt (Cliatainos do Mer) but is of a gi'cy colour, 
‘ rather bitter in taste, and contains in its middle a 
‘ whitish almond. The whole is to be cliewed together 
‘ before it is applied. It is called (Graine h Serpent) 
‘ the Serpent BeiTy.’ 

The dissatisfacstiou caused by their being foiled in 
tlio Bay of Panama, broke out in reproaches, and 
jjrodiiced great disagreements among the Buccaiieers. 
.Many blamed Groguict for not coming into battle tho 
Jirst day. On the other hand, Lussan blames the 
behaviour of the English, who, he says, being the 
greater number, lor<lcd it over the French; that 
Townloy, liking Grogni('l.'.s ship hotun* than his own, 
would have insistc-d on a clKwigo, if llwi French had 
not shown a determination to resist such an imposi- 
tion. .Another cause of complaint -t F'l/li-h 
was, the indecent and irreverent ■■ hi wiii-i! 

they shewed their hatred to th 1! .i‘. ,:i 
i-cligion. Lussan say.s, ‘‘W’h^n they rriternd the 
‘ Spaaiish churches, it was i.hc?ii- divor.sion to iiii.ck and 
‘ mutilate every thing witli their cutlasses, and to fire 
‘ their muskets and pistols at tho iniagc.s of the 
‘ Saints.’ In consequence of these disagreements, 3110 
of the French joined together under Grngniet, and 
scjpai’ated from the English. 

Before either of the parties had left Quibo, William 
Knight, a Buccaneer alrc.ady niuutioned, arrived thcro 
in a ship mannod with -10 Englishmen and 11 French- 
men, This small crow of Buccaneers had crossed the 
Isthmus about nine monihs before; they had been 
cruising both on the coast of New Spain and on the 
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coast of Peru ; and the sum of their successes amounted 
to their being provided with a good vessel and a good 
stock of provision. They had latterly been to the 
Southward, where they learnt that the Lima fleet had 
sailed against the Buccaneers before Panama, which 
■\Vtis tiui first notice they received of other Buccaneers 
I ban i bcmselv(rs being in the South Sea. On the 
intelligence, they immediately sailed for the Bay of 
Panama, that they might be present and share in the 
capture of the Spaniards, AV'hich they believed would 
inevitably be tlie result of a meeting. On arriving 
in the Bay of Panama, they learnt what really had 
happened : nevertheless, they proceeded to Quibo in 
search of their friends. The P'rcnolimcn in Knight’s 
ship left her to join their countrymen ; Knight and 
the rest of the crew, put themselves under the com- 
mand of Davis. 

The ship commanded by Harris, was foxind to be in 
a decayed state and untenantable. Another vessel 
was given to him and his ci’ew; but the whole com- 
pany wex’e so much crowded for want of ship room, 
that a number remained constantly in canoes. One of 
the canoes which they built at Quibo measured 30 feet 
in length, and between 5 and 6 feet in width. 

Davis and th<.' Piiglish party, having doiermined to 
attack the city of !,»:oa iu liio ])vovincc uf Nicaragua, 
sent an invitation lo i.hc l.•'‘ron.■•ll Bucc.-inceis to rejoin 
them. The French had only one sliiji, which was far 
from SLifliciont to contain their whole number, and 
they demanded, as a ; ,:i o' their uniting again 

with the English, :h.- , ■«. :• vessel should be given 

to themselves. The English could ill spare a ship, and 
would not agree to the proposition ; the separation 
therefore was final. Jean Rose, a Frenchman, with 
fourteen of his countrymen, in a new canoe ihey h;ui 
built for tlio.msolvc-s, left OJrogniet to try iiieir fori iin.-.-i 
under Davis. 

In (his, and in oUum.* separations which auljsequeiUJy 
took place among the Buccaneers, it has been tliought 
the most clear and convenient arrangement of nuri'a- 
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tive, to follow the fortunes of the Buccaneer .Coni- 
inandor Euw.-.rd .Davi.s a.ij:l Isi.s adiicretsi.-., witljont in- 
tevra])! ioin to ilie (‘oncl.if-ion oi‘ llic-i:- :ulvc;.ii!ni'(>.s in the 
irioutli Soa : rui.] a fie* wav- is lo jv-niiii: the ino a C ilings 
of the oi.her adver'invoi-s. 

On llio ‘idiii of July, Davis wlih vo'-els niul 

(WO m('n. (IcniiT'Led iVoni the .i.darni Qiiioo rot* Uia L''va, 
sailing through the channel laetween Quibo and the 
luain-iand, and along the rrr,-'-. >)■" .'hel ; ■ ■ '■■I: 

was low and overgrown uMi i;ii. ; v.o ,;■ ■! ap- 
peared thin of inhabitant'. 

in the morning, the ships h- I:i ■; '1: i *• r .'i;* 1,0 ' ■' -r 

oiling that they could not ■ ■ ■■■id ■■■ ■•«' . ■. ,n-. 

.Da.vi.s witli 520 men wen y !■; ,j| • x ; r. ■ ■■,! 

hai'bour of Ria Lexa. Th y <; r ' ,'i- > ■ ; 

huv at two in she a:’’. enioc-:!, . •;■:■!. lo <■ i|. ■ .■■ ■ 1 

iaiid, wiili. idunkler, iighCn-'-.'. i ■ 'n. .’‘.‘i.' v. ' ■ 

\-i(iIi nt g(i'l.s of wind thai := ■• •.■.no, ^ '■ ■ , t ■ 

Uj i)ni. right bei'orc it, io < M i r o> ■im ' . ■ , !■■. 

tiii^ h’liows. .I.).uni.>i(n* i*e:, r. *: (■: ■■..*!■, 

liuiiudos, as T.u.^.=an does m’ t!:.- I'l :,i ■ ('• . ■ -r 

the sea there ig .« 0 ('n rai.st!'; l-.x ..e v. it. !. ; -.li u <■■■ il- ■ 
wi!uia’'>aie;fi'-<ooii (lowi’i fig.dn. Up Wind Up Sea, Down 
Wind Down Sea, is proverbial between the tropics 
among seamen. The fierceness of the tornado con- 
tinued about half an hour, after which the wind 
gradually abated, and the canoes again made towards 
the land. At seven in the evening it wa.s c.alm, and 
the sea quite smooDi. During tlio night, the Bm;- 
caneers, having i.hc direct.ion of a Siianish pilot, entered 
a narrow crcck which led towards Leon ; but the jjilot 
could not undei’talic Lo proceed uj) till d,'.iylight, lest 
he should mistake, there being several creeks connnu- 
nicati ng with each other. 

The city of I.ooii bordered on the Lake of Nicaragua, 
and was reckoned twenty miles within the sen coa.st. 
They weni'. only a part of this distance by the river, 
when Davis, leaving sixly men io guard the canoe.s, 
landed will) the rest .and m.arched tow.'irdvS the cily, 
two utiles short of which they passed throagh an 
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Indian town. Leon had a cathedral and three other 
churches. It was not fortified, and the Spaniards, 
though they drew up their force in the Groat Square 
or Parade, did. not think themselves strong enough to 
defend the place. About three in the afternoon, the 
Buccaneers entered, and the Spaniards retired. 

All the Buccaneers Avho landed did not arrive at 
Leon that same day. According to their ability for 
the march, Davis had disposed his men into divisions. 
The foremost was composed of all the most active, who 
marched witliout delay for the town, the other divi- 
sions following as speedily as they wore able. The 
rear division being of course composed of the worst 
travellers, some of them could not keep pace oven 
with their own division. They all (uime in afterwards 
exccjtt two, one of whom was killed, o.nd the other 
taken prisonei-. The man killed -was a stout grey- 
headed old man of the name of Swan, aged about 81 
years, wlio had served under Cromwell, and had ever 
since mac-- 1.= ; 

tion. Thii- :■ v. . i; li' ■•■d 

on the em I , bui h - 'i li I'ah'- d 

in the :- i'; in ilie rn.in'. 

he was foil!, i In ih-.r .m .••i-l.i-d-i, win* i > 

make him li-' h* i.ri'-'-:i-:-i ; i -n, he i ■!<!■ :. 

and fired ]■.:■■ !:.!:, '.e:, :i-i in. i'.-i-.hnv in r. 

a pistol st' i ri e-ge-,i ; on v. .-•'••h lx* n,-)- 

Tlie houses in Leon w'erc large, built of stone, hut 
not high, with gardens about them. 'Sojiio have re- 
‘ couimended Leon as the most pleasant place in all 
‘America; and U)r iioniih and pleasm-c it docs sur]>ass 
‘most places. The country roiuid is of a, sandy soil, 
‘which soon drinks up the rains to whif;h these parts 
‘are much subject V 

^Tlie Buccaneers being i.i.-isici-.s of the city, IIk; 

■ -O . ( ,1 i J: .r ■■ 1..,. : .1. j .-QJL. r.-insoTii, 

■ !■=>■ u; .ix!i,(!(-d n = mueh provi.=.ion 

v-.nl.i VI.! ■; : --i i;-, .. filso that the 

“U- . .-do:-: : . ■ - -h- ■ ! ■ be iigcd. Tlicsc 
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di'!ii;iiiiT.s ii; is i;i<)1i:i1)!i; Si);ii:iav(L; Jicvoi; iiitcucled 
!o comply wiLli ; liowovoi* they prolonged the iiegocia- 
tioij, till the .Buccaneers siispoctcd it was for the pur- 
pose of collecLiiig force. Therefore, on the l-lth, they 
set lire to the city, and returned to th;! coa-st. The 
town of liia Lexa a .siuiilar felo, conl.rary 

to the intention of thi- Biu;(.-?:Me(.:r (leiviinamh^L*. 

T?.ia Lexa is ii'.'.vvliole.snufely si::iiaieil in a- plain 
among creeks and sv.aTiip.':, ‘and is nc'\"c:r free rr-oni a- 
noisome smell.’ ’.I’iie .soil is a .strong villov/ clay: in 
the neighbouvhood ,')f t;Iu! (own were niaiiy .sagai- 
works and l)e>';-i.a!-in.' : pi'.ch, la-r, nirl eordagi! W(.-re 
made hei’C ; with ail whicli (;oinnj.O'liii.e« the .inl.Jilii:.!'.nls 
carried on a good itade. The Bnciranetrs s!i[)T»lied. 
t.hemsolve.s wii.ii as jondi a.s iluy wani.ed of liie.-o 
articlc.s, be.vi(le.s -wbicb, iliey veci'ivc-d at [fia Lexa 150 
head of cattle from a gteulenia.:), 'who hod 

boe.u released ujion ids parole, and jn'ornisfi of; ruahing 
such payment for Ids ran.sorn; Ihoir own iria.ii wlio liad 
been made pri.soner was 7‘(;d(:-tMncd in (exchange for a 
Spanish lady, and ihey found in the town .iiio pack.s 
of flour; "Which circnni.siaucos might have put rhe 
Buccaneers in good loinpor and induced them to spare 
the town; ‘bn(',’ says .l)a:npier, ‘.sonie of oiir destriic- 
‘tive crew, I know not by whose or.h;r, set, lire to ilie 
‘houses, and we luarithed away and left Ihcm 
‘ burning.’ 

After the Leon oxpcMiii.iou, no objecl; of enterprise 
occuiTcd to them of Bn!iic.ii.jn|- inagiiitudo to induce or 
to enable them to keep tog(;ther in snob large force. 
.Uisporsed in small bodins, they expected a better 
chance of procuring both subsistence and plunder. By 
general consent therefore, the confederacy which had 
been preserved of the English Buccaneer.s was relin- 
tiuislied, iUid they foi^mcd into now parties .according 
to their several inciinations. Swan propo.sed to cruise 
.‘iloug the coast of New Spain, and NW-ward, as fa,r 
as to the entrance of the Gulf of California, and thence 
to take his departure for the East Indies. Townley 
and his followers agreed to try their fortun.es with 
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Swan as long as lie remained on the coast of New 
Spain; ari.e.- v. i'icli ihcy proposed io i-ol,iirn l:o the Isth- 
mus. Tn ilie (‘oui'so of seiLiing ihese arrfingements, 
William Dampier, being desirous of going to the East 
Tiiflie-, ioi'li i('ii ve of his commander, Edward Davis, and 
embarked wiih Swan. Of these, an account will bo 
given l!(reiiri.(T. 


CHAPTER XVI 

IJuccanccrs under EJvvaicl Davis. At Am.apall.-i Bay; Cocos Island; Tha 
GaIap.T|>os Islands; Coast cl Teru. Peruvian Wine, Knigflit quits 
the South Sea. Beroar Stones. Marine productions on Mountains, 
Vorinejo, D.avis joins the French Buccaneers at Guayaquil, Longf 
Sea Engagement, 

With Davis there remained the vessels c’’ ir’-i .’ t .>■ 1 
Harris, with a tender, making in all fom* ■ \' .m -- 

lJuj 27i:li, they sailed from the harbour !!■,■. \o, 

and as they departed Swan saluted them with fifteen 
guns, to which Davis I'eturned eleven. 

A sickness had broken out among Davis’s people, 
which was attributed to the unwholesomeness of the 
air, or the bad water at Ria Lexa. After leaving the 
l)l.:n'(‘, ih(' iTKOvdc-f increased, on which account Davis 
.-ailed lo l he Ikiy of Amap.'dla, W'hore on his axTival 
lie Vaiili b.iils on one of the Tsland.s in the Ray for Llie 
I he accornmodatiim of his sick men, and landed them. 
.Vbo\ 0 bill oi tlie .Hnecaneers were ill with a spotted 
fever, and several died. 

Lionel Wafer wa.s surgeon with Davis, and has given 
a brief account of his proceedings. Wafer, with .some 
others, went on shore to the main land on the South 
side of Amapalla Bay, to seek for provisions. Tlioy 
walked to a beef farm which was about three miles 
from ibeir l.nnding. In the -way they cro.ssed a hot 
river in an ope;- . o . . v,V b they forded 

with .some diftlv » :i ;s Tlii.s river 

Issued from uu.! :■ r i v. i =.-' v a volcano, 
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t.lic)Ug]i along tlic coast there were several. ‘ [ had the 
curiosity,’ says Wafer, ‘to wade tip the streatn as far 
‘ as I had daylight to guide me. The water was clear 
‘and shallow, hut the streams were like those of a 
‘ boiling pot, and my hair was wet tvith them. The 
‘river reeked without the hill a great way. Some of 
‘ our men who liad the itch, bathed tlieinsolvos Jiere, 
‘and growing well soon after* their cave was imimled 
‘ to the snip] tureonsn ess or other virtue of this water.’ 
Here were ii..: .y w. v.P., ■] i 30 near and 

so boldly v. ; e'i >■ .. ; r- n. 'h- ' ■ " 

their pai-ty, as to give them great a'. ■ 1 ; . \ r -.! 

not dare to fire, lest the noise of i *,'- ;; .1 . i; ■! 

bring more wolves about Ihem. 

Davis remained some weeks at Amapalla Bay, and 
departed thence for the Peruvian coast, -vrith the crows 
of his ships recovered. In their way Southwvird they 
made Cocos Island, and auehored in the harbour ait 
the NE part, where they sujiplicd themselves with ex- 
cellent fi'csh w'atcr and cocoa-nuts. 'Wafer lias given the 
description following: ‘The middle of Cocos Island is 
‘a stoop hill, surrouiulfd with a plain d( din;i:g i.o i.iio 
‘sea. This plain is Liiirk with cocoa-imr, troc.'s : but 
‘what contributes greatly to iho plersui'e of ilie place 
‘is, that a great many springs of cleiir ai,.i sweol, 
‘water rising to the top of ibo Idil, .mn,! llieri; gal Ikm'ciI 
‘as in a deep large bason or I'-ond, .-iiul iJie w.iier 
‘having no channel, it overllows l!ui \<‘rge of iis Ijasoii 
‘in several places, and i-uns trickling down in pleasant 
‘ .sti-eains. In some places of its overflowing, the rocky 
‘side of the hill being more (.ban perpendicular, and 
‘hanging over the pli/m !;o!ieaMi, tiie water pours 
‘ down in a cataract, so .'is :.o leave a dry space under 
‘ the spout, and form a kind of arch of water. The 
‘ i'resliiicss which the f-alling -water gives the air in tliis 
‘hot climate makes this a deligliLful place. did not 
‘spare the cocoa-nuts. One day, some of our men being 
‘iiundod to make Miomsr-lves merry, went ashore aiul 
‘ cut down a gre.it niany coco.a-nut Ircos, from -wliicli 
‘ they gathered the fruit, and drew about twenty gal- 
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‘long of the milk. They then sat flown and flt-ank 
‘healths to the King and Queen, and drank an exces- 
‘ sive (iUtiiitity ; yet it did not end in drunkenness : 
‘hut this liquor so chilled and benumbed their nerves 
‘ that they could neither go nor stand. Xoc could ihoy 
‘return on board without the help of lliusi.i wru) had 
‘ not boon partakers of the frolick, nor did they re- 
‘ cover under foui' or five days’ time*.’ 

Here Peter Harris broke off c-----.-:’! d 'o. n”-! ■^''par^prl 
for the East Indies. The a: i.'...- 

time, probably following the same route. 

Havis and Knight continued to associate, and sailed 
together from Cocos Island to the Galap.igos. At one 
of these Islands they found fresh water ; the 1 uc- 
caneer .Touruals do not specify which Island, nor any 
thing that can ho depended upon as certain of its 
situation. Wafer only says, ‘From Cocos we came to 
‘ one of the Galapagos Islands. At this Island there 
‘was but one watering place, and there we careened 
‘our ship.’ D.ampier was not with them at this time; 
but in cU'scriliing the Oalajiagos Isles, he makes the 
following mcT.iion of Davis's cari'otung place. ‘Part of 
‘what I say of these I- I ha I i'l-o'u ('ajcai'i 
‘Davis, who was there a ‘.••r-*;-;' ! , and I.i r 

‘ship at iiciLlier of lh(? Isia.rids that wt.' wore at in IfiSI, 
‘but went to oilier l.dands more t».' rho Westward, 
‘which ho found to be good habitable Islands, having 
‘a deep fat soil c.-ipaijh* of producing any' (biTig that 
‘grows in those climr.tcs: t.iuw ai-e well wafeved, and 
‘have plenty of go'.'d limber. Capt/iin Harris came 
‘hither likewise, and found .some Islands iliat had 
‘plenty of ]iiamr)i(;e-i,n‘e.s, and pii;ii\' large rivers. 
‘They have good anchoring in many pi.;.-, ■. '■> i; ; ; 
‘take the Gabipagos Islands by and lo-'o. << a- ■ 

‘ extraordinary’' good places for ships in distrerss to si ck 
‘ relief at t.’ 

AValer has nut given the date of this visit, which 

• Voyaffi; and Description, Ac. by Lionel Wafer, p. igi, and seq. 
London, 1699, 

t Dampicr, Manuscript Journal. 
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was tlic second made by Davis to the Galapagos; bnt 
a.s be stopped several weeks in tiie Gulf oJ: Araapalla 
Tot the recovery of bis sick, and afterwards made some 
staj- at Gof.os Island, it innst have bnoji late in the 
y« ai-j if nol. a.-ior Mie end, wiieii he avriv'od at the 
Gal!i!'ag(>.s:. and it is |•l*■Jh;!..■)Ie, d'n-ing, or iuiiuediately 
afKo.-, a rainy soa5<*ri. a 

The aceonnl. pnlili'^bovl by WaiV.-r, excepting what 
rcilalcs io i.h(i Isl.hmn.s of Darien, consists of short 
notices set down from recollection, and ocenpying in 
tbe wholo not above fifty duodecimo pages. He men- 
tions a, tree at the Island of the Galapagos where they 
ca,veenod, like a. i^car-ti'ce, ‘low and not shrnhby, very 
‘sweet in smell, and fnll of very sweet gam.’ 

Davis and Jvnlght took on board their ships COO jjacks 
or sacks of flour from the stores whicli had formerly 
been dcjjosited at the Galapagos. Tbc birds had cle- 
voai’ed some, in consecjTieuce of the bags having been 
left exposed. 

From the Galapagos, they sailed to tbc cn.ast of 
Peru, and cruised in company liil near Mui! <siid of 
1086. They ca-pturcd many vessiils, wbicb i.b'.'v iviis'ise.l 
after idundering ; and attacked scvtival towns aloiijr 
the coast. They had sharp cmgagimnnii.s will) the 
Sj)a.niards at Guasco, and at Pisco, the jiarfciculars of 
Avhich are not related ; but they jfltmdered both the 
townis. Tln.'v landed also at La. Nasea, a small port on 
the coast of Pern in latitude about 15" )S, at which 
phuio tliey furnished themselves with a stock of wine. 
Wafer says, ‘This is a rich strong ■wine, in 1,a.stc 
‘much like Madeira. It is brought down out of the 
‘country to be shipped for Lima and Panama.. Soine- 
‘ times it is kept liere roa-ny years stopped up in jars, 
‘of about eight gallons each: the jars were under no 
‘shelter, hut exposed to the scorching snn, being placed 
‘ along the bay and between the rocks, every morcdiant 
‘ having his own wine marked. It could not well have 
been ])laeed more conveniently for the Buccaneers. 

They landed at Coquimbo, Avhich Wafer describes 
‘a large Unvu Avitli nine, clmrclies.’ YvTiat they did 
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liliei’G is not s£iidi iiveiiLioiis £i small river ttiat 

-laptiecl itself; in a bay, three miles from the town, in 
which, u]i the country, the Spaniards get gold. ‘ The 
‘sands of tlie river by the sea, and round the whole 
‘ Bay, are all bespangled with particles of gold ; inso- 
‘much that in travelling along the sandy bays, our 
‘ people were covered with ;; ■':■■■* -i , but too fine 

‘for any profit, for it would be an endless work to 
‘ pick it up.’ 

Statistical accounts of the Viceroyalty of Peru, 
w'hich during a succession of years were printed an- 
nually at the end of the Lima Aln»iiii:iek, i'l ’ 

towns of Santa Maria de la Porill.-v., Guascj., i i;, » 
de Mii'aflores, Cauotc, Pisco, Huax'a, and ( = :.'i, 
being sacked and in i-.- i .h --'-..’. -1 hy in i' : 

yeai's lOSo, .1080, and I ••"7. 

Davis and Knight having made much bool.y (Tinssan 
.says so ninch that the share of each man Mnio!U'l.t!d 
to 5000 pieces of eight), they went to tlio J^Iaiul .I'nan 
Fernandez to refit, intending to sail tlionce Cot* tlie 
West Indies : but before they had recruited and pre- 
pai-ed the ships for (he voy.ago. round I, ho South of 
America, Fortune ni.adc a now di.-ij ••ibm.ion of their 
plunder. Many lost /ill !l:clr luonoy at pl.iy, /iiid they 
could not eiidnre, ai'ior .so much ti> ipiit the 

South Sea empty handed, but resolved to revisit the 
coast of Peru. The more fortunate party embarked 
with Knight for the West Indies. 

The luckless residue, consisting of sixty Englishmen, 
and twenty Frenchmen, with Edward Davis at their 
head, remained with the Batchelor’s Delight to begin 
their work afresh. They sailed from Juan Fernandez 
for the American coast, which they made as far South 
as the Island Mocha. By traffic with the inhabitants, 
they procured among other provisiosi.s, j. ninnb'M- lU' 
the Llama or Peruvian slieep. Wafor rel;i.(-,e.i, tluii, oiil 
of the stomach of one of these sbeep he took chirteen 
Bezoar stones of several forms, ‘some resembling 
‘coral, some round, and all green when first taker, 
‘out; but Iiy long keeping they turned of an ash colour.’ 
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In latitude 26“ *3. Tr-vt-nr fr.-'li wni.;':-, lin y 
;;i-;n.rli foi’ t1io Ri'.t .n Ti: -y Liji;!'.-;!. iiiid 

tlu.' liillj ill ?! .;■■■ ii. i. 

■\\’'arei’’s coinput,' ■■■ -Ii i.- ».«■.: ■'gin:- ii.ili'S v/IlIi;:- 

t.lie coast, ascending inounf.'iin Ix-yond lui.iiniMin i.il! 
they were a full mile in pcrpc-ndiciil.-iV licijln atove 
the level of the sea. Tliej* found gi-tsui-.d 
covered with sand and sea-shells, ‘ wliic]!,' sai-.s Av",!.’,';'. 
‘I the more wondered at, because Ll-.ore were i:o siii'll- 
‘ fish, .•:«■!■ 1 ]■ ■!'..»!■ :: Ii any shclJs, on dny ixirt o;' 

‘the ■ though I Inive loiikcd i'o:' 

‘them in iiuiny places.’ They did m/i d'seovc-r ii;,! 

• I- ,h. V ■■ ■■ ■ in search of; but .:,!\ui’ily ii!'l,c'.wiiid-;. 

= cy !... I a; Arica, which they phnni, i-ird ; aiicl n: 
the River YIo, whore they took iji disii wan r. A’ 
Arica was a house full of Jesnirs' bin-lv, \\'fiu:r 
Tolates, ‘"We also put ashore at A^'ermejo, in 10“ W 
‘latitude. I was one of those wlio Lmdod to see for 
‘wnlcr. A\'o in<!iciicd ahoiit four miles up a sandy 
‘ ha,y, which wo found covered with the bodhis of 
‘inoM, woiiicii, and (rbiJdri n. Tlicse bodies to a 2 ipear" 
‘anco, seemed jis if they lia,l not been above a week 
‘ tlead ; bnt if touched, they proved dry and light as a 
‘sponge or piece of corlc. AVo W’erc told by an old 
‘ Sjian!.-tb Indian whom we met, that in his father’s 
•Idmc, the soil there, whiidi now yielded nothing, was 
‘well cultivated and fi'uiLfuI; that tlie city of A^'orniia 
‘ had been so numerously inhabited with Indians, that 
‘ they could have handed a fish from hand to hand 
‘ until it had come to the Inca’s hand. But that wdien 
‘tlie Spaniards came and laid siege to their city, the 
‘Indians, rather than yield to their raerej', dug holes 
‘ in the sand and buried tiieniselvos alive. Tlie men 
‘as they now lie, hav'e by them their broken bows ; 
‘.'ind the women their spinning-wheels and distalV.i 
‘ with cotton yaiui upon them. Of these dead bodies 
‘I brought on hoard a boy of about ten years of age 
‘wdth an intent to bring him to England ; but was 
‘frustrated of iny imrpose by the sailors, who had a 
‘foolish conceit that the comp, ass would not traverse 
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‘right whilst there wns a dead body oa board, so they 
‘ threw him overboard to my great vexation*-’ 

Near this part of the coast of Peru, in April 1{!S7, 
Davis had a severe action with a Spanish frigate, 
named the Katalina, in wdiicli the drunkenness of his 
crew gave opportunity to lire Spanish Commander, 
who had made a stout dpfcnce, to run his ship ashore 
upon the coast. They foil in with many other 
Spanish vessels, which, after plundering, they dis- 
missed. 

Shortly after the engfigcnient W'ith the Spanish 
frigate Kalalijia., Davis made a descent at Payta., to 
seek refresliments for his wounded men, and surprised 
there a courier with dispatches from the Spanish 
Commander at Guayaquil to the Viceroy at Lima, by 
which he learnt that a largo body of Jilnglish and 
French Piiccancers had ■!. •! !■■■ ;i :;i i c 

session of, the town of (■...!>.• p.'h T.: • (-i .■‘ii.o!' I'.vl 
been taken prisoner ly ;i;.- I» . iv'i ii>.' 

V Deputy or next in authority, made pressing instances 

<1 for speedy succour, in his letter to the Viceroy, 

I which, according to Lussan, contained the following 

I passage : ‘ The time has expired some days which, was 

I ‘appointed for the ransom of our prisoners. I amuse 

; ‘the enemy with, !!>,■ 1 'a;v= r.f «:ome thousands of 

‘pieces of eight, ; ■ i ii* x ii.n-- - me the lu'ads of 
‘four of our prisoners: but if they soiul mo fifty, I 
‘ should esteem it less prejudicial than our suffering 
‘these ruffians to live. If your Excoiloncy will hasten 
‘the armament to our assistance, here Avill be a fair 
‘ opportunity to rid ourselves of them.’ 
i Upon this nows, and the fan- euc-- 

Spanish ships of war had been ! ■ ■,! i- 

to the relief of Guayaquil, Davi- 
and, on May the Idth, azrived h ;i ■ l!; y o;' ■; . 
quil, whei-e ho found many of his old confederates ; 
for those were the French Buccaneers wdio had 
separated from him under Groguiet, and the English 
who had gone with I’ownley. Those two liiaders liad 

* Wafer’s Vi>3-af;ci!, p, aoS. 
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been overtaken by the perils of tlieir vocaiion, and 
were no more. Bn fc whilst in their mortal career, and 
after their separation from Davis, though they had at 
one time been adverse almost to hostility against each 
other, they had met, been reconciled, and had associ- 
ated together. Townley died first, of a wound he 
received in battle, and was s^iccoeded in the command 
of idle English by a Buccaneer named George Hout or 
Hutt. At the attack of Guayaquil, Grogniet was 
inoT-tally Avounded ; and Le Picard was chosen by the 
French to succeed him in the command. Guayaquil 
was taken on the 20th of April; the plunder a,rid a 
number of prisoners had been conveyed by the Buc- 
cfuieei’s to tlioir ships, which were at anchor by the 
Island Puna, when their unwearied good fortune 
brought Davis to join them. 

The taking of Guayaquil by the Buccaneers under 
Grogniet and Hutt will he more circumstantially 
noticed in the sequel, with other proceedings of the 
same crewvS. When Da^ds joined them, tliey Avere 
waiting with hopes, nearly worn out, of obtaining a 
large ransom which had been promised them for the 
town of Guayaquil, and for their prisoners. 

The information DaAus had received made him deem 
it prudent, instead of ! "» ar"Ii<:- at Puna, to 

remain with his ship or: i.i--,* lool. M! i.he offing; he 
therefore sent a prize-v- ■ - I i: ; ;> !!:<■ to acquaint 
the Buccaneers there of his being near at hand, and 
that the Spaniards were to be expected shortly. 

The captors of Guayaquil continued many days 
after this to Avait for ransom. They had some hun- 
dreds of prisoners, for whose, sakes the Spaniards sent 
daily to the Buccaneers large supplies of provisions, 
of which the prisoners could expect to receh’-e only 
the surplus afher the Buccaneers should be satisfied. 
At leugth, the Spaniards sent 42,000 pieces of eight, 
the most part in gold, and eighty packages of flour. 
The siun AA'as far short of the first agreement, and 
the Buccaneers at Puna, to make suitable return, 
released only a part of the prisoners, reserving 
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foi’ ca subsequent settJeinenfc those of the most con- 
sideration. 

On the 26th, they quitted the road of Puna, and 
joined Davis. In the evening of the same day, two 
large Spanish ships came in sight. Davis’s ship 
mounted 36 guns ; and her crew, which had been much 
diminished by dilferent ongjigoinouts, v.v.s 'irr-..-'<-h-ntr!y 
reinforced with 80 men from Le i : ■■! y. 
Besides Davis’s ship, the Buccaneei ■, I;'-! > -I'.y ;■ 

small ship and a barca-longa fit to come into 
action. I’hcir prize vessels which could do no service, 
•were sent for socm-ity ijito shallow Avatoi*. 

On the morning of the 27th, the Buc:cam'.ers and 
.Spaniards were both without the Island .Sta. Clara.. The 
Sijaniard.s were the farthest out at s(;n, Jind had the 
sea-breeze first, with which they bow ih)\N'ii till about 
iKJOn, when being just withiii the reach of cannon- 
shot, tliey hauled upon a wind, and began a distant 
oannonade, which was continued till ('veiling : the two 
parties then drew off to at -i;. b,;.. , im’ 

anchored for the night. On s i . 2*; in 

they took up their anchors, ;!'<> \y w.'s-i ' 
distant fii’ing, and in endcavoni*;! to gain or to k(.‘(^p 
the wind of eaidi other. The same kind of inaMa.‘U\ ring 
and distant firing was put in jn-aciice on (‘a eh succeed- 
ing d£iy, till the evening of il.c 2nd of dune, wliicdi 
completed the seventh Jay of ibis ob.>l:iiuit.e (mgage- 
incnt. TJie Spanish Commander, being then satislied 
tiiat he had fought long enough, and hopeless of pre- 
vailing on the enemy to yield, withdrew in the night. 
On the morning of the 3rd, the Buccaneers were sur- 
prised, and not displeased, at finding no enemy in ^ight. 

During all this fighting, the Buccaneers indulged 
their vanity by keeping the Glovernor of Cfua 3 ^‘i,quil, 
and other ])ris(mors of distinction, upon deck, to 
witness the superiority of their uianagi iiuaii. ov-. r >.’ua:. 
of the SiKiniai'ds. It Avas not ij:i!..‘eil a iiosi of miieh 
danger, for in the Avhole sca'ou days battle, not tnie 
Buccaneer Avas killed, and oiilj- two or tlirco Avc're 
ivouuded. 
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It may be some apology for the Spanish Com- 
mander, chat- in of Davis’s junction with 

the captoi's of (hiayarju:], Jie found a, innoh greater 
force to contend viih i-lijiti he liad been taught to 
expect. Fortune had been peculiarly unfavourable to 
the Spaniards on ihi.s occasioii. '.I'lire:' of force 

had been equip I )('d iiiid sen l in c-jii.iviny agcinsi, i.bc 
Buccaneers at G i.-ay.-iquih One of lli(:n!. ilie K;iT.!!:'’a. 
by accldciti. was sepaivsLed froui ibe oihcc.-;, r i;d fell in 
with Davis, i>y wJioni .?ho vva-? driven ; . 'i- ■ i* ■ ■ . 
where she stranded. The Spanish ar , ■: : . 

weakened one-third, on arriving in the ' <■’ •« i'\'. 
quil, found the buccaneer force ther ’ i ' 

this same Davis, in a propr'-^h-"" '■ ! . i-';' 

own had been diminished. ! > r'f. oi I- ■, 

the choice of distance to the ■■ i-. Ii'- n ■ 

not considering it their busis i •' n) .■■ ■ ■ : ■ - tio;, 
battle unless forced. They h:‘ ! o -i 

woth having defended theiusol- !■> ;u.d o' :r-:.r‘ : 

and after the enemy disappe:;:-. -1. iii' Ii- c ■■■■ ..m; ' 

clear, they sailed to the Isla*i i D^ I,.i I” i|a. '.'fi 
they stopped to repair da-i---'; ,1 ii ' | coofifii. 

Tiiey all now inclined '• ti-* , w ii .. . ’ll-, looiy ibcjy 

had made, if it fell short of the {‘xpeclalion.s of .-oiiu*, 
was sufficient to make them eager lo be wlicie iboy 
could use or expend it; but they wore ik'I alike i>r'o- 
vided with the means of returning i o 1 he Noi ih .Sea-. 
Davis had a stout ship, and he proposed lo go the 
Southern passage by the Strait of ISIagidlianrs, or 
round Cape Horne. No other of rlie vessels in the 
possession of the Ihiccaneers was strong enough for 
such a '.'oyage. All the French Lheieforc, and many 
of the English Buccaneers, bent their thoughts on 
returning overland, an undertaking that would in- 
evitably be attended with much dillicuity, eiicmnljcrcd 
as l.hey ^vero with their plunder, and the Darien 
Indians having be<‘onui hostile to Lheni. 

Almo.st adl the Frc-nchmcu in Davis’-s sliip, Icl'i. her 
to join their country men, and many of the English 
from their party embarked with Davis. All thoughts 
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of farther iicgociation with the Spaniards for the 
ransom of prisoners, were reJinqnishod. Le Picard 
had given notice on quitting the Bay of Guayaquil, 
that payrnr-nt would ho expected 'Vii' i ’•{' ti h r, ''r the 
rcitiainiiig prisoners, and that the Buccaneers would 
wall for il at Ca]K; Saisia Elena; hut they had passed 
that Gape, and it was apprehended that if they 
returned i-hithei-, insteaH of receiving ransom, they 
might find the Spanish ships of war, come to renew 
the attack on them, under other Commanders. On 
the 1.0 bh, they landed their prisoners on the Con- 
tinent. 

The next day l.hcy shared the plunder taken at 
Guayaquil. The .jewels and ornaiiierits could not well 
be divided, nor could their value be cs{.imatc^d to 
general satisfaction ; neither could they agree upon a 
stiindard proi)ortion between the value of gold and 
silver. Every man was desirous to receive for his 
share suoii parts of the spoil as were most portable, 
and this was more especially of importance to those 
who intended to march overland. TJie value of gold 
was so much enhanced that an ounce of gold was 
received in lieu of eighty dollars, and a Spanish 
pistole went for fifteen dollars ; but these instances 
pi'obalily took place in settling their gaming accounts. 
■Tri Lite dix'isioti of the plunder thc.<5e difficulties were 
obviated by a very ingenious and unobjectionable 
mode of distribution. The .silver was first divided: 
the other articles were then put up to auction, and 
bid for in pieces of eight ; and when all were so dis- 
posed of, fi, second division was made of the silver 
produced by the sale. 

Davis and his company were not pre.setjt at the 
taking of Guayaquil, hut the service.s they had i'ondoj’ed, 
had saved both the jdunder and the i)hindever.s, and 
gave them a fair claim to sha.re. Neither Wafer nor 
Fju.ssan .speak to this point, from whicli it may bo in- 
ferred that every thing j-elatlng to the ai\'i.sion was 
settled a,Tnong tliem amicably, and that Davis and his 
men had no reason to be dissatisfieil. Lussan gives a 
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loose stateinent of the sum tolal anil of the single 
shares. ‘Notwithstfliiding that these things ivere sold 
‘so clearly, we sha.re<i for the taking of Gnayaciuil 
‘only 400 pieces of eight to each man, which would 
‘make in tiici whole about fifteen hundred thousand 
‘livres.’ The nnmher of Buccanecu-s with Grogniet 
and Hutt immediately previous to the attack of 
Guayaquil, was 30-J-. Davis’s crew at the time he 
separated from Knight, consisted of eighty men. lie 
had afterwards lost men in several enifomiLcrs, and ii; 
is probable the whole number presem ai, i.lii: sliaring 
of i-Iie I'limdcr of Guayaquil was short of ihree hun- 
dred and. Hi'iy. Allowing the extra shares to officers 
to have been 150, making the whole number of shares 
500, the amount of the plimder will fall short of 
Lussan’s estimate. 

On the 12tJi, the two parties finally took leave of 
each other and separated, bound by diifcreiit routes 
for the Atlantic. 


OHAPTEB XVII 

Edward Davis ! Ills Third visit to the Galapag-os, One of those Islands, 
ir-,- 1 S i.' i l-r the Snnniards, a D.irt ri-i!; Pia.;/! 

(' I I |! ".I ■ ‘V t • • &i. ii'.hward li ey tI'>.cover l.r.ii:!. 

Question, whether Edward Davis’s Discovery is the Land which was 
;ilt'?’'ivai-ils named Easier Island? Davis and his Crew arrive in the 
West Indies, 

D.avis again sailed to the Galapagos Islands, to vicinal 
and refit his ship. Lionel Wafer was still with him, 
and appears to have been one of tlioso to whom 
fortune had been most nnpropitious. Wafer does not 
mention neither the joining company with the French 
Buccaneers, or the plunder of Guayaquil ; and particu- 
larises few of his adventures. He says, ‘I shall not 
‘ pursue all my coasting along the shore of Peru with 
‘ Captain Davis. We continued rambling about to little 
‘ purpose, sometimes at sea. sometimes ashore, till 
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‘having spent much time :.i:l \ 1 n.^nsy 

‘ woj-e got again to the ■■.‘il.vv : o 

‘ were ■.■■■ . -oii-i’-T the best of our way out of 

‘ these . 

At the Galapagos they acn-n : and there 

they victualled the ship, i dd-nr "r. iM.ir-i a large 
supply of flour, curing fish, salLiug flesh of tlie land 
turtle for sea store ; and they saved as much of the 
oil of tlic land tiu-tle as filled sixty jars (of eight 
gallons each) which proved excellent, and was thought 
not inferior to fresh butter. 

Captain Colnet was at the Galapagos Isles ir. the 
years 1793 and 1701-, and found traces, still rtosh, 
which marked the haunts of the Buccaneers, lie says, 

‘ At every place where we landed on the Western sid<! 
‘ of King James’s Isle, w-^e might have walked for miles 
'■ through long grass and beneath groves of trees. It 
‘only wanLetl a stream to compose a very charming 
‘ landscape. This Isle appears to have been a favouri t o 
‘resort of the Buccaneers, as wc f-. r.d n.Sih- l'\' 

‘them of earth and stone, and .. i: imi-- t 

‘ of broken jars scattered abou;. .-.ii,! -i m ■ :;i 

‘which the Peruvian wdne and ;■ •>.' li-v c is.i.'.’y 

® ‘ are preserved. Wo also f<jund doggers, nails, and 

‘ other implements. The watering-place of the Buocan- 
‘ oers Avas at this time (the latter part of April or 
‘ beginning of May) entirely dried up, and there was 
‘ only hnmd a small rivulet between two hills running 
‘ into the sea ; the N'orthermnost of which hills forms the 
‘ Suulh point of Fresh Water Bay. There is plenty of 
‘ AV'ood, but that near the shore is not lar"-'' rno"-!! 
‘for other use than fire-wood. In the v. m , ■ 

‘ trees may be larger, as they grow to the summits. 

‘ I do not think the watering-place we saw is the 
‘only one on the Island, and I have no cloiibt. If 
‘ wells were dug any where beneath the Id Us, and jud- 
‘near the lagoon behind the sandy beach, lii,iL fre.^^ii 
‘ w'ater w'onid. bo found in great plenty".’ 

Since Ca])i.aia Colne l’s Voyage, Captain David Porter 

* Colnet's Vo3'ag’e to the Pacific, pp. ijC-y 
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of tlie American United States’ frigate Essex, has seen 
and given descriptions of the Galapagos Islands. He 
relates an anecdote which accords with Captain 
(V)ln.'r.s opinion of iiu?re being fresh water at King 
.T/iinos’s I'l.inil. Ho lauded, on its West side, four 
goals (oi .10 male .and iliw'c nnd «beep, to 

gt'-r/.o. As liioy v.; • a:: 1 i / i accord 

kept near the i.>i >■. : "v night 

without a keepi-!-, .-.■nl w. v.r - (V.i ■■■ -.! lo :1 ■■:i! 
in the morning. ‘But one morning, af.- r ; i-y ■ aii 
‘ been on tlie Island several daj's and nigbi >, ■ I p i . n 
‘who attended them went on shore as ii, • 

‘them water, but no goats were to b ir.,! 

‘had all as with one accord disappej ;■ li. ..■.■.d 
‘persons wore sent to search after thci. ■ ir.o or 
‘ Ihree days, but without success.’ Captain Porter 
concluded tha'" ha .d -c^-sh -(t-oJv ;. fjj t 

interior of the aiiii o’ • m-a:- i‘. 

‘ Oiie fact,’ he a;.- i. a'. na-iy 

‘ oLher.s, the il,.\ v- : i .'ng i;-; ::' ■! ■i-ai : i .■ >. v.l!:.-!i 
‘ must lead us lo - .•» ■I'-’b:,,' in :■■■ 

‘ chance direct. 1 '•i- ii . in •!. ■■. v. i i 'i ■». l!r,: >!.. y 
‘all drank an i.•l•l.••;l.•;' <; ..••.•i;'i; i ^ r? 

‘ though they n ;o ■n.- di 

• with a supply ila-ir in !;.i;''i -Iv- i-.! ■..i - 

‘ tains"’.’ 

Davis and his men had leisure for search and to 
make every kind of experiment ; but no one of his 
party has given any description or account (jf what 
was transacted at the Galapagos in this his third visit. 
I.ight., however, bad been derived from late voyages. 

It lia.s been gc-uer;ill\- liclievcd, bin: not till lately 
ascertained, that T,>.Mvi.= passed mosl: of the time he 
was amongst thi! Galapagos, an an fdand which the 
Spaniards have designated by the name of Sta, Maria 
do I’Agiiada, concerning the situation of which the 
Spa-iiiards as well as geographers of other countries 
have disagreed. A Spanish ijilot reported to Captain 

* Journ.-\l of a Cruize to the Pacific Ocean, b}' Captain David Porter 
in llie yearH iSia-i3 A 1S14, 

is.‘l 
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"Wooclns Rogers that Sta. Maria de I’Aguada lay by 
itself (i.e. was not one of a groupe of Islands) in 
Jatitiule 1” 20' or 1“ 30' S, wiis a pleasant Island, well 
stocked with wood, and with jilenty of fresh watcv’^. 
Moll, De 'Vaug<jndy, and others, combining the accounts 
given by Daiiiijicr and Woodes Rogers, have placed a 
Sta. Maria de I’Aguada several degrees to the AVost- 
ward of the whole of Ootv’lcy's groupe. Don Antonio 
de Ulloa, on the contrary, has laid it down as one of 
the Galapagos Isles, bub among the mosb South- 
eastern of the whole groupe. IMore con.souant with 
recent information, Pascoe Thomas, who sailed round 
the world witli Cornniodore Anson, has given from a 
Slianish manuscript the situations of dilforcnt Islands 
of the Galapagos, and among them that of Sta. INIaria 
de I’Aguada. The most Western in the Spanisli list 
published by Thomas is named Sta. Af.irgai-ita, .and is 
the same with the Albemarle IsUmd in ( owh y's cli.-vrl. 
The Sta. Maria do I’Agu.ada is >ei. d<.>wn in ilic .‘■.■niu! 
Spanish list in latitude 1“ 10' S, and 19 minutes in 
longitude more East than the longitude gi\('u of Stn. 
Margarita, which situation is does .Sontli of (u)u l(.iy’.s 
King James’s Island. 

Oaptain Colnct saw land due South of King James’s 
Island, which he did not ancliov at or exaiuine, and 
appears to h.avo mistaken for the King Oh.arlcs’s 
Island of Cowley’s chart. On comi^aring CaptaiTi 
Colnet’s chart with Cowley’s, it is evident that Captain 
Colne t has given the name of Lord Chatham’s Islo to 
C’owley’s King Charles’s Island, the bearings and 
distance from the South end of Albemarle Island 
being the same in both, i.e. due l^i.si. 2o h agiK-.-:. 

It J’ollows that the Charles Island of Colnet’s chart 
was not seen by Cowley, and that it is the Sta. Maria 
do I’Aguada of the Spaniards. It has lately been 
frequented by English and by American vessels 
employed in the South Sea Wliale Fishery, who have 
found a good harbour on its North side, with wood 

* Cruising Voyage roiinj tlie Wori.’.uy C:.-i;::ai:: \Vo''J,>s K.iffcrs, :» Ihe: 
years 1708 to 17T1, pp. an and 465. ar.J el'iion. 7 .oiu!o:i, 1718, 
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and fresh -vrater; and marks are yet discoverable that 
it was formerly a careening place of the buccaneers. 
Mr. Arrowsmith has added this harbour to Captain 
Coliiet’s cliart, on the authority of information com- 
municated by the miister of a South Sea whaler. 

From Captain David Porter’s Journal, it appears 
that the watering-place at Sta. Mnria de rAgu.nda i.s 
three miles distant from any p;i,v!, of the seri-sii‘)T(‘ ; 
and that the supply it yields is noi, cunsi im. On 
arriving a second time at the in ilie Inner 

part of Aiigii.st, Captain Porier r-cmi a b.Oiiv, on 
shore to this Island. Captain Poi-Ki- iiiiniejs, ‘1. gave* 
* directions that our former walvning-p'ace'i l.btn.‘(‘ 
‘should be examined, but was infornii.-d that tliey 
‘ were entirely dried up.’ 

Cowley’s chart, being original, a buccaneer perform- 
ance, and not wholly out of is amM-ved (o iJiis 
account; with the itisoi-iioii, in misliiulod (.nil, line, of the 
Sta. Maria do rAgiiada, acc(>r(iing to its .si(,ii(i,ti(in with 
respect to Alboui.-u-hj Island, as laid down in the last 
edition of Captain CointM.’s cbai t, pul/iished by ,Mr. 
Arrowsmith. Tliis unavoidably uialu;.-: a. (lilHerence in 
the latitude equal to the diiTi'r<ni(:o l)(U;we(::ii Cowley’s 
and Captain Cohua’s li'.rii.mle of (he Sonlh end oi‘ 
Albemarle I-sland. In Caplaii) Cohu'i's chai't, thci 
North end of Sia. Maria do IWgUiula. is laid down iti I' 
15' S. 

The voyage of the Essex gives reasonable expecta- 
tion of an. improved chart of the Galapagos Isles, the 
Bev. TVlr. Adams, who sailed as Chaplain in that 
expedition, having employed himself actively in sur- 
veying them. 

When the season approached for making the passage 
round Cape Horne, Davis and his company quitted 
(.lieir retreat. The date of their sailing is not given. 
Wafer relates, ‘Prom the Galapagos Islands we went 
‘ again for the Southward, intending to touch no 
‘ W'here till we came to the Island Juan Fernandez. 

‘ In our W'cxy thither, being in the latitude of 12” 3(7 
' S, and about 150 leagues from the main of America, 
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' ;ibo\il, fdp.i' in the morning, our ship folt a 

‘ i fjiiociv'. so sudden and violent that wo took 

Mt for .-iio had stiaick upon a I’ock. When 

‘ the amazement was a little over, we cast the lead 
‘ and sounded, but foxxnd no ground, so we concluded 
‘it must ceiiainly be some earthquake. The .sea, 
‘ whhih ordinarily looks green, seemed then of a 
‘ whitish colour; and the water which we took up in 
‘ the buckets for the ship’s use, we found to be a 
‘ little mixed with sand. Some time after, we heard 
‘that at that very time, there wx)- ;)■; r.t 

‘Callao, which did mischief both .‘-'i.i ;■! l.hi..’ 

‘ ITaving recovered our fright, we kc*j)t on i.o il’.e 
‘Southward. We steered S bE / uiiiil w.,* 

‘ came to the latitude of 27“ 20' S, when abi)ut i wo 
‘ liours before day, we fell in wiiii a small low s.'Mjcly 
‘ Island, and heard a great roaring noisi-, like i;h..at of 
‘ the sea beating upon the shore, right ahead (,;f (.In' 
‘.ship. Whereupon fearing to fall foul upon l.iu' -horo 
‘ hcfoi’c day, the ship was put about. So we plied olV 
‘ till day, and then stood in again with the land, 

‘ which proved to be a small fiat Island, without the 
‘ guard of any rocks. We stood in within a qxiarter 
‘ of a mile of the shore, and could see it plainly, for 
‘it was a clear morning. To the Westward, about 
‘ twelve leagues by judgement, we saw a range of 
‘ high land, which we took to be Islands, for there 
‘were several pai'titions !■: i .-i-.i. Thi- laud 
‘ seemed to reach about !■» in n i.i,n go, 

‘and there came thence g! --.; ■. 'i-v i. and 

‘ many of our men would i.-- ,aiul 

‘ have gone ashore at it, but the Captain would not 
‘permit us. The small Island bears from Oopiapo 
‘ almost due East [West was intended] 500 leaguo.s, 

‘ and from the Galapagos under the line is distant 600 
‘ leagues*.’ 

Dampierwas not present at this discovery: i)Ml. lie me!; 
his old C()niiua!uh:r .Mfierwards, ami )-eiale-: iiiforma! ion 
he recc'ived coucfruing it in lim i'o!|..iv,iug woi'il.=.. 

* Warcr's Wy.i!j»s, p. ui-i ic sci;, 
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‘ Captain Davis told me Lately, that after his depart- 
j ‘ inij from us at Ria Lexa, he went, after several 

I ‘ traverses, to the Galapagos, and that standing thenee 

‘ Sontlnvard for wind to bring Iiim about the Tierra 
' ‘ f!ci Ijiego, in the latitude of 27“ S, about 500 leagues 

‘ iVeui Copayapo on the coast of Chili, he saw a small 
mainly Dlatul just by him; and that they saw to the 
‘ Westward of it a long tract of pretty high land, 
‘ i('!i<ii;ig away toward the NW out of sight*.’ 

The two pr,-v ■ -ai-i > <:■ i.:., '. il;,- v o! ■ 

I which either ii: \\\\ i,.- iVi- • 0, v is \ v; 

this land. Tic- , o: ■ -i i i,: , b; ,'■> 

season for the t I ( I i . ■ 

! have deterred l> i.'r. . ‘ '■■i. 

discovery. Tb - i.-! > .. i.'r 

Copiapo wore i-f.',’ ..'..r. r.v .‘u..".' 

I .search; and iw< “a yi.-.r.n •,!■., .)>■ ■ 

f Roggow’‘ein, a I) n i. -.i- = ;• i! ■■■.-,■ ■ i.iri 

i found land; j ir.'i-? ...■a!!, ■■i; 

American Continent than stated by Davis or Wafer, 
l-{,oggewein claimed it as a new discovery. A more 
(amvenieut jilare foi- discussing this point, which has 
been a la.sting subject of dispute among geographers, 
would be in an account of Eoggewein’s voyage ; but 
a few remarks here may be satisfactory. 

Wafer kept noitlioi* journal nor reckoning, his pro- 
fession not being that of a mariner; and from circiim- 
i stances which occtn* in Davis’s navigation to the 

.'Vtlautie, it may reasonably be doiiljted wlicther a 
' regular rec:koiiing or journal Wiis kept by any person 

on board ; and Avdicther the 500 leagues distancio of the 
? small Island from the American coast mciitioned by 

Davis and Wafer, was other than a conjectured 
distance. They had no superior by whom a journal 
of their proceedings would be required or expected. 
If a regular journal had really been kept, it would 
most probably have found its way to the press. 

.lacub Tloggewein, the Dutch Admiral, was more 
f: than any other navigator, willing to give himself the 

■ * Damoier, Vol, I. Chap, 13, p. 
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credit of making new discoveries, as the following 
extracts from the Journal of his expedition will evince. 
‘ We looked for Hawkins’s Maiden liand, but could not 
‘find it; but we discovered au Island 200 loagnes in 
‘ cii’cuit, in latitude 52“ S, about 200 leagues dis{;>nt to 
‘ the East of the coast of South America, which we 

* named Belgia Austral.’ ^ Tlnit i.s as much as to say, 
Admiral Roggeweiii could not find Hawkins’s Mai<h.m 
Land; but he discovered land on the same spot, whieli 
he named Belgia Au.stral. Afterwards, proceeding in 
the same disposition, the Journal relates, ‘ dii-ected 
‘ our course from Juan Fernandez towards Davis’s 
‘ Land, but to the great astonishment of the Admiral 
‘ (Roggewein) it was not seen. I think we either 
‘ missed it, or that there is no such land. We went 

* on towards the West, and on the anniversary of the 
‘ Resurrection of ovm Saviour, we came in sight of an 

* Island. We named it Paaschen or Oster Eylandi 
‘ (i.e. Easter Island).’ 

Paaschen or Easter Island according to modern 
charts and observations, is nearly 690 leagues distant 
from Oopiapo, which is in the same parallel on the 
Continent of America. The statement of Davis and 
Wafer makes the distance only 612 leagues, which is 
a difiference of 178 leagues. It is not probable, that 
Davis could Lave had good information of tlu! longi- 
tudes of the Galapagos Islands and Coi)i;ipo ; but with 
every allowance, so large an error as 178 leagues in a 
run of 600 leagues might be thought incredible, if its 
possibility had not been demonstrated by a imieli 
greater being made by the same persons in this same 
homeward passage; as will he related. In the latitude 
and appearance of the land, the descriptions of Davis 
and Wafer are correct, Easter Island being a mount- 
ainous land, which will nr..!:,:* j > '.fi ibe di.-=ian.t 

prospect and appear like .v (ri‘ i.-laii h. 

Roggewein’s claim to Paaschen or Easter Island as 
a new discovery has had countenance and su]'‘nort from 
geographers, some of the first eminence, but has been 
made a subject of jealous contest, and not of impartial 
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investigation. If Roggewein discovered an Island 
farther to the West of the American coast than Davis’s 
I^and, it must follow that Davis’s Land lies between 
his discovery and the Continent ; but that part of the 
South Sea has been so much explored, that if any high 
land '^lad existed between Easter Island and the 
American coast, it could not have escaped being known. 
There is not the least inipVobability that ships, in 
making a passage from the Calarcgos Isl(!.s llirongh 
the South East iradiMvivii!, sliall cojne into tiio 
neighhourliood of Easier L-rlard. 

Edward Davis has gcijcraily b(.'ei! tl’.ouglit a Tiai.ive 
of Ejigkind, but according lo .1 nssai:, and nolbio'v 
appears to tlie contrary, lu^ was a r!iiii\'<.! of Tlolland. 
The majority of the Dacca ta^eis in ilio .-ship, liowover, 
were British. How far to tiiai source may he ira.ced 
the disposition to refuse iho Buccaneers the cvcdii; of 
the discovery, and how much nailoisal partialiiies have 
contributed to the dlspnio, may bo judgerl froiu this 
circumstance, that liiasier Tslaiul being Df:.vlf.’s l.aiid 
has never been doubted by Brit ish geograplur-s, and 
has been questioned only by tIiosc of oilu-r nations. 

The merit of the discovery is nothing, for the 
Buccaneers were not in search of land, but came 
without design in sight of it, and would not look at 
what they liad accidentally found. And -whether the 
discovery is to be attributed to Etl'.vard Davis or to 
his crew, ought to be esteemed of little concern to the 
nations of which they were natives, seeing the 
discoverers w'ero men outlawed, and whose acts were 
disoAvned by the governments of their countries. 

Passing from considerations of claims to consideration 
of the fact ; - --there is not the smallest plea -for 
questioning, nor has any one questioned tho truth of 
the Buccaneers having discovered a high Island West 
of the Auiericair coast, in or near tlie latitude of 27“ 
S. If diifcvent from Easter Island, it must be supposed 
i;.o bo sii.uated between that and the Continent. But 
however much it has been insisted or argued that 
Easter Island is not Davis’s Land, no chart has yet 
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piftonded to shew two separate Islands, niu>. for 
Edward Davis’s discovery, and one lor Koggowein’s. 
The one Island know'n has been in constant requisition 
for double duty; and must continue so until another 
Island of the same doscrii)! ion shall bo rosind. 

Davis arrived at Juan I’cn-naiidc-z ‘at tlio end 

of the year,’ and careen }?d ihere. Since th.o .Buccitneers 
were last at the Island, l.Iu? Spaniards liad put dogs f)n 
shore, for the puri>osc of killmg the gnats. .Alany, 
however, found places among lu-oeipices, where the. 
dogs coidd not get at thorn, and the Buccaneei's shot 
as many as served for their daily consumption. Here 
again, live men of Davis’s crew'', who had gamed away 
their money, ‘and were unwilling to return out of 
these sons as poor as they camo in,’ determined on 
staying at Juan Pornandez, to take the chance of ssome 
other buccaneer shif), or privateer, touching at the 
Island. A canoe, arms, ammunition, and various 
ijnplements w<M“e given to Ihon. with Ji stock of Uiiii/c, 
for planting, ,'ind sonic An- i.iicir iinnK'diatc .siilwi.<i.c:n'<.! ; 
and each of ilicso geiiilciueii I'.ad a ni'gro anendfiiiu 
landed with him. 

Fj'om .Txinn Fernandez, Davis sailed to the I-hoids 
.\IOi,;ha and Santa .Waria, r.oar llie iiiciit, where lut 
e\iK!ei(,'d lo hnvi! jirocsii-cd j)iovi.«,i(,n<, biir- he found 
'noili Ukho Wands (lesxn l.ed and laid wa«l,c, (he .Spaniatd-i 
having obliged the inhabiianls i.o n'liiove, i.hat tin* 
Buccaneers m-ghi r d ob'.!'-; supply there. The 
season was advan-’-d. ,■ without expending 

more time iy i. i- =sions, they bent their 

course Soutl V.-.! I round Cape Horne 

without seeing land, but fell in with many Islands of 
ice, and ran so far Eastward before they ventured to 
steer a Northerly course, lhai’. aTLei-wa’-ds, ulv-n. ifi Hi;; 
parallel of the River de la J’!;U,a, ilioy sio.T(?d WV’si- 
ward to make the Americ;in (.■(.>;:'■[, v.liicli Uicy [x'licvi'd 
lobe only one hundred U-.ig-ics dislanl. llicv sail-.d 
‘four hundred and fifty leagues to llic Wo;.'}:- in i.bc 
‘same latitude,’ before they came in >i;.;lii of land: 
whence many began to apprelicnd ihcv' xvcjo -■id i-i 
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the South Sea*, and this belief would have gaiiied 
ground, if a- .flight or lo<;n.sl.s bad not alighted on the 
ship, which a sti-ong fiurry of wind had blown off from 
the American coiist. 

Thivy arrived in the West Indies in the spring of tlio 
year 1088, at a time when a proclamation had recently 
b(^en issued, offering the Kvng*:? jpardon to all Buc- 
caneers who -would quit that way of life, and claim 
the bonefib of the proclamation. 

It -was nob the least of fortune’s favours to this crew 
of .Buccaneers, that they sho .'-i hi-i "i ■ ■■ i'.;-.- v. 
without any care or foreth- ; ‘ ■I.-'i- ■ . 

terminate a long course of a :v( • ■ ■ '< 

and .-I'cui-ity. Edw..- ; ;»•. •■■■ ■■ ■ ■ i-'. !!<!■ 

i!i Ihigiami, as appears by th • . i' ■ ■ , ! 

(vivory by NMlliain Dampier, -v • ■ - i ■ '.'i.i . 

with peculiar respect. Thou;, i ; i’ i i ,iii . I . 

man of much .sterling wor' -: !■ i - -v i-. 

Commander, coimageou-s, ne-' v.:-' , ; 'i'. ii a 

superior degree with prudence, moderation, and 
steadiness; qualities in which ibe Thiccan(:ci'.s gotuu-Mlly 
have been most deficient. Ills characi.or i.s noi; slaiacil 
with acts of cruelty; on the (;»ml.rju.y, wherovev ho 
commanded, he restrained ih.o iVsrociiy oi! Ids com- 
panions. It is no small testimony of Ids :ii.iiiiiii.'.s Liiat 
the whole of the Buccaneers in the iSouiii iSr'a during 
his time, in every enterprise wherein he bore part, 
voluntarily placed themselves -i* d •. ■■■:.- . ci-hr ■ . 
paid him obedience as their ■ : a- ii ■( -;■! ■ i-ii' 

occurs of their helving at a-y n>. ■■ -s 

respect, or shewn inclination to set np a. rival authority. 
It may almost be said, that the only matter in which 
tliey were not capricious was their confidence in hi.s 
management; and in it they found their advantage, 
if not their preservation. • 


■Wafer's Voyages, p. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


Adventures of Swan and Townlcy on the Coast of New Spain, until their 
Separation. 

The South Sea advenli’afos nC the huconneor Chief 
Davis being brought to _ji oorioliislon, i,ho next rcliitod 
will be those of Swan and bis c!T:w in the Cygnet, 
they being tbo first of the Buocanners who after the 
battle in the Bay of Panama left the South Sea. 
William Dainpier who was in Swan’s ship, kept a 
Journal of their proceedings, which is published, and 
the naannscript also has been preserved. 

Swan and Townley, the reader may recollect, were 
left by Edward Davis in the harbour of Ria Lexa, in 
the latter part of August 1685, and had agi'eed to keep 
company together Westward towards the entrance of 
the Gulf of California. 

They remained at Ria Lexa some da 3 ^s longer to 
take in fresh water, ‘sucli as it w'as,’ and they ex- 
perienced from it the same bad effects which it had on 
Davis’s men; for, joined to the unwholesomeness of 
the place, it produced a malignant fever, by which 
several were carried off. 

On September 3rd, they put to sea, four sail in 
company, i. e. the Cygnet, Townley’s ship, and two 
tenders ; the total of the crew's being 3d0 men. 

The season was not favourable for getting West- 
ward along this coast. Westerly winds were prevalent, 
and scarcely a day passed without one or two violent 
tornadoes, wiiich w'cro accompanied with frightful 
flashes of lightning, and claps of thunder, ‘the like,’ 
says Dain|>i(M‘, ‘1 did never meet with before nor 
‘since.’ 'I'lu'se torsiadoes generally came out of the 
NB, very fierce, and did not last long. When the 
tornado was passed, the wind W( -i .v.-irl. 

On account of these storms, Swan £.•■ i T 
a large offing; hut towards the end o:‘ ; i-.c •>.' n:!;, 
weather became settled. On the 24th, Townley, and 
100 m.en in nine canoes, went on Westward, whilst the 
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ships lay by two days with fin-lod sails, to give i;hein 
time to get well forwai-d, by which tlioy would come 
the more Tincspect(?.dly upon any place along the 
coast. 

Tosralcy proceeded, -withoiit iincling harbour or 
inlet, To the Bay oE TecnantepequR, whesre putting 
ashore at a sandy beach, the canoes were all overset 
by the surf, one man drowneft, and some muskets lost, 
llowjiley however drew the canoes up dry, and 
inarched into tlie country; but notwithsbancling that 
they had not discovered any inlet on the coast, they 
found the country intei-sected with great creeks not 
forflable, and wore forced to return to their canoes. 
A body of Spaniards and Indians came to reconnoitre 
(hem, from the town of Tecnantepoque, to seek which 
place was the chief purpose of the Buccaneers when 
they landed. ‘The Spanish books,’ says Dampier, 
‘montiou a large river there, but wliethei’lt was run 
‘awa-y at this time, or rather that Captain Townley 
‘ and his men were shortsighted, I know not ; but they 
‘ did not find it.’ 

October’ the 2nd, the canoes returned to the ships. 
The wind was fresh and f.air from the RNE, and they 
.sailed Westward, keeping within short distance of 
1/ho sliore, hut found neither harbour nor opening. 
’I’hoy liad .soundings all the way, the depth being 21 
fathoms, a coarse s;iudy hottom, at eight miles 
distance from the laud. ITaving run about 20 leagues 
.along the coast, iboy came to a small high Island 
(■.dh'd il’augoia, on which they found wood and water ; 
and lU'ar it, good anchorage. ‘This Island is about a 
‘league distant from the main, which is pretty high, 
‘and savannah land by the .sea; but within land it is 

‘ higher and woody.’ ‘ We coasted a league farther, 

‘and came to Guatulco, iu latitude Io° 30', which is one 
‘of the best ])orts in this Kingdom of Mexico. Near a 
‘mile from the inonlh of the harbour, on the East 
‘ .side, is a little Island close by the main-land. On the 
‘West side of the mouth of the harbour, is a great 
‘hollow rock which by tlie coutinual working of the 
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‘sea in and out, ?nakes a great noise, and may be 
‘beard ca great way; every surge that comes in, forctis 
‘ the water out at a little hole at the top, as out of a 
‘ pii),:;. fj-oni whence it flies oat just like the blowing of 
‘a whiilo, lo which the Siianiards liken it, and call it 
‘El Bufiadorc. Even at the calmest seasons, the beat- 
‘iugof the sea makes the water spout out at the hole, 
‘so that Ibis is alw.jys a good mark to find the 
‘harbour of Clualnhro by. The harbour runs in N\V, 
‘ is about three miles deep, and one mile broad. The 
‘West side of the harbour is tlie best for small ships 
‘ to ride, in : any where else you are open to SW winds, 
‘which often blow here. There is clean ground any 
‘where, and good gradual soundings from 10 to 0 
‘fathoms: it is bounded hy a smootli sandy shore, 
‘good for landing; and at the bottom of the harbour 
‘Is a linn brook of fresh water running into the sea. 
‘'■J’ho coiinlry is extraordinary plea-sanL and di-lighlful 
‘ to behold at a distance*.’ 

There appeared to be so few inhabi. ants at Lb is part 
of the coast, th.it the Buccaneers -were' not a,lV.‘.i.id io 
land their sick. A party of men wciil; Eastward lo 
seek for houses and inhabitants, j-.nd at a Ii'agno 
distance from Gtiatulco they found a river, naimal by 
the Spaniards El Capalita, which had a swift current, 
and was deep at the entrance. They took a few 
Indians prisonei's, but, Icai-iit uoihing of the country 
from thorn. On the (Srh, Townh.-y witli 1-10 incii 
marched fourteen mili-s inland, and in all that way 
found only one small Iiniiari vlliago, i lie inhabitants of 
wliicli cultivated and cured a plant called Vinello, 
whicli grows on a vine, and is used to perfume 
chocolate, and sometimes tobacco. 

The 10th, the canoes were sent Westward ; and on 
the ]2th, the ships followed, the crews being well 
recovered of the Ria Lexa fever. ‘The c;oast (froju 
‘Gnatulco) lies along West and a little Southerly 
‘for 20 or 30 leaguesf.’ On account of a cuiTcnt whicii 

• Dampier, Vol. 1, Chap. 8 , 

t Diimpler, Vol, I, Chap. 9 , 
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i’’ y .i:-, ■■ ■;■■ d near a small green 
I ..’-i ii‘- a'. a league to tlie West of 

•‘'■i l > ■ ■ 'oin the main. Tn the 

ohannol betAveen, was five or six fathoms depth, and. 
the ti^i^p ran there vei-y swift. 

They advanced Westward; 1 -i .. ■ . ,> ;-r t ■, 

■were again ov’erset in attemxitj .. ■■ s 


‘were at this time abreast c-.' i’-.-, b;-- 

‘those who had gone in the 

‘because Idie Spaniards descra. ;■ ■ i- ■■ ;,o vi <■ 

‘harbour as Guatulco. It is .. I ; ■ . 1 i; ■■■. ' .. 

‘two or three rocks at the W: i . i" ; 

‘anchorage a.11 over (.ho bay in ■.h.-pib f:-!)!!! SI io 12 
‘fatbonis, but you ;:ve ail i'll yiia come 

‘into 12 rathoin.s, a;id iluni you ;:ro siu 'i.cio.l j‘r iin ilic 
‘ WSW, which i.s lure commo;) :viiuc win.l. llcre 
‘always is a great .sw'ell, and landing is bad. The 
‘place of landing is close by the West side, behind a 
‘few rocks. -Latitude 15* N. The i .• ‘ 

‘ feet, '.fhc laud round Port de .'kngclos is pretty high, 
‘ the oai'Lh sandy and yellow, in some places red.’ The 
Buccaneers landed at Po-: i'-- \ - ■ ' . ; ' ■ 1 

i hem so! Vi'S -a-;'!! ca-i.li', r- >, u .u . '.u : 


a.iiil a !a.r.^i:; pa.:;y oi ••■i ,i ; . '■ . 

day.s at a farm-house, '!' ■ :<T.I . . ■ ; y i ,. ■. - ■ 

ward. 

Some of their canoes in seeking Port de Angelos had 
been as far Westward as Acapulco. In their way 
back, they found a riTOr, into which they went, and 
lilled fresh water. Afterwards, they entered a laguna 
or lake of salt w^ater, whei-e fishermen had cured, and 
sl.ored up fish, of which the Buccaneers took away a 
quantity. 

On the evening of the 27Lli, Swan and Townley 
anchored in IG fathoms depth, near a small rocky 
Ishrucl, six leagues Westward of Port de Angelos, and 
aliont half a mile distant fi.:-i s ■ \ The 

u£?xt day they sailed on, and In — 2S(:li, 
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bcjing abreast tlxc Jaguiie above wientionecl, a oanoe 
manned with twelve men was sent to bring od; more 
of the fish. The entrance into the lagnne was not moj’e 
than pistol-shot wide, and on caxdi side were ro(‘,kK, 
high enough nnd convenient to scrci'ii or (;oni*,ef4 men. 
The Spaniards having nioi-e expe»daiion of tins second 
visit than they had of the first, a. p.'irly of ilK'.n, pro- 
vided with muskets, took station bel'.iml llicsc rocks. 
They waited patiently till the canoe of the Buccaneers 
was fairly within the !■.■ ■'! 1’ 'n f’".'-:!. th''’r 

volley, and w-oimdcd five Ti- ; in ■;■<:*! v/ 

were not a little surprised, yet returned the fire ; but 
nob daring to repass the narrow entrance, tliey I'tnvod 
to the middle of the Ingnno, wdiern they lay out of 
tixo roach of shot. There wxis no other jxasafige out 
but the one hy which they had entered, wliich besides 
being so narrow was a quurtei* of a mile in length, 
and it was loo desperate an undertaking to aLti:in]it 
to reijass it. Not knowing what else to do, thej’’ lay 
still two whole days and three niglits in ho25e.s of 
relief from the sliiiis. 

Tt was not an uncommon cireianstance among the 
Buocaneers, for parties sent away on any jiartieulav 
design, to undertake some new adventure ; the long 
absouee of the canoe therefore created little surprise 
iu the sliips, which lay olf at sea waiting without 
solioilude for her return; till Townley’s ship happening 
to stand nearer to the shore than the 'rest, heard 
muskets fired in the lagune. He then sent a strong 
jjc.Tty in his canoes, which obliged the Spaniards to 
reti'cat from the rocks, and leave the passage free for 
the hitherto jjenned-up Buccaneers. Dampier gives 
the latitude of this lagune, ‘about 16“ 40' N.’ 

They coasted on "v^'estward, with fair weather, and 
a current setting to the West. On Novembor tlio 
2ud., they passed a rock called hy the Spaniards tlie 
Alcatraz (Pelican.) ‘Five or six miles to the West of 
‘the rock arc seven or eight white clilTs, which arc 
‘remarkable, because there are none other so white 
‘and so thick together on all the coast. A dangerous 
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'shoal lies S b W from these cliffs, fo^ir or live miles 
‘ off at sea. Two leagues to the West of these cliffs 
'is a pretty largo river, which forms a small Island 
‘at its mouth. The ch.ani]ol on. the East side is shoal 
i West channel is deep enough for 

■■■■!’ < '■■■ ;!> ■ I. "i'lie Spaniards had raised a breast- 
‘ of this channel, and they made 

a show of resisting this Buccaneers ; hut seeing they 
were determined on landing, they {piitted the place ; 
oji which llainpier Innestly re-inarlis, ‘One chief 
‘reason why the Spiovards are so rr('.;pi.?utly routed 
‘ by us, though much our superiors in number, is, 
‘their want of fire-arms; for they have but few unless 
‘near their l.'i.rge gari'isons.’ 

A. large (j[uantity of salt intended for salting the 
fish caught in the lagune, was talceii her(!. .Dainpier 
says, ‘The fish in these lagunes were of a kind called 
‘Snooks, Avhich are neither sea fish nor fresh- water 
‘fish; it is about a foot long, roxind, and as thick as 
‘ the small of a man’s leg, has a pretty long head, 
, whitish scales, and is good meat.’ 

A Mulatto whom the^’- took prisoner told them that 
a ship of twenty gnus had lately arrived at Acapulco 
from .Lima. Towuley and his crew had long been 
dissatisfied with their ship; and in hopes of getting a 
bettor, they stood towards the hju-bour of Ac:apulco. 
On the 7tli, they made the high land over Acapulco, 
‘which is remarkable by a round hill standing botwenn 
‘tw'O other hills, both higher, the Wes Lecn most of 
‘which is the biggest and the highest, and has Wo 
‘ hillocks like two paps at the top.’ Damijior gives the 
latitude of Acapulco 17° jM*. 

This was not near- the usual time either of the de- 
parture or of the arrival of the Manila ships, and 
excejit at those times, Acapulco is almost deserted on 
account of the situation being unhealthy. Acapulco 
is described hot, irnwholesome, pestered with gnats, 
and having nothing good but the harbour. Merchants 

• Late obscrv.itior.s place Ac.ipulco in latitude lo* 50' 41" N, and 
louifitude too" o' West of Grcemvicli, 
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depai-fc from it us soo]i as they have transacted their 
business. Townlcy accordingly expected to bring off 
the Lima ship quietly, and with little trouble. In the 
evening of the 7th. the ships being then so far from 
land that they could not be descried, Townley.. with 
140 men dojjarted in t’svelve canoes for the harbour of 
Acapulco. Tlicy did not, reach Port 3Iarques till the 
second night; and on the third night they rowed 
softly and nnpcrceived by the Spaniards into Acapulco 
Harbour. They found the Lima shix) moored close to 
the castle, and, after reconnoitring, thought it would 
not be in their power to bring her off; so they paddled 
back quietly out of the harbour, and returned to their 
ships, tired and disappointed. 

Westward from the Port of Acapulco, they passed 
a sandy hay or beach above twenty leagues in length, 
the sea all the way beating with s;ieLi force on the 
shore that a boat could not approach -wit!) safety. 
‘Tiiore was clean aiichoring groizud nb a mihi or two 
‘from the shore. At the West end of tliis Bay, in 
‘17® 30' N, is the Hill of Petaplan, which is a round 
‘point stretching out into the sea, and at a distance 
‘ seems an Island*.’ This was reckoned twenty-five 
leagues from Acapulco. A little to the West of the 
hill are several round white rocks. Tliey sailed within 
the rocks, having 11 f.-iihi'Uis depih, j\iu1 (inchoiod on 
the NW side of the liill. 'l.'hoir .Mosquito moii toolc 
herc some small lurllo suid snudl jew-Jlsh. 

They landed, and at an Indian village took a Mulatto 
■woman and her children, whom they carried on board. 
They learnt from her that a caravan drawn by mialea 
was going with flour and other goods to Acapulcf), 
but that the carrier had stopped on the road from 
.n.I)prehensioii of the Buccaneers. 

The ships w^eighed their anchors, and ran about two 
leagues farther Westward, to a place called Chequetan, 
which Hamijier thus describes; *A mile and a half 
‘ from the shore is a small Key (or Island) and withiji 
‘it is a very good harbour, where ships may careen; 
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‘hero is also a small river of frcsli M'ator, and wood 
■ ‘euongb.’ 

On the nth, in the morning, ahont a hundred Buc- 
ennecrs sot oil’ in search of the carrier, tahing the 
wom;m prisoner for a gnidc, Tlu-y liiiidi d ;i k‘f^>T■l(^ 
to Ihe^Wost of CherjiK'Lan, a! a phur-:; tM’i„d i a j v! , 
nnd their conduclre-s l(.d ;Iir.):ig!j a v. ood, l.v 

the side of a river, ahoiii: a* li.’signe, whieh lii oiig!;i: 
them to a savannah of ca'iie; aj.d Jieie a', a j’aiiii- 
lionsc the cairier ai..d Jiis nudes nei e 1 i . d Hc iiad 
I 10 packs of flour, some. clioaoJa e, si.;a ’ ui’ ini 

J Cfarl hen ware. The viui .h id i )i, ni' 

j eighteen beeves which il:ey lulled. I'le The .I'lCi-i 

‘ laid on the backs o;‘ above Jiiiy unit * nh h ^ i io 

|, lianrl, and drove the:.', to their .:\ pr'-ciM. o:‘ 

I clothes wiis made to the woriu;;'., a ini rhc', viib l.wti oi' 

her children, were set a:, liberty; bnt oil.f-r cliiid, 
a boy st'-von or oigbl ye-;i! -: old, :dw;:ii k'*|,i.. cg;!ii;.-i, 
the oai’nest entreath s of iiu' rcoilit-’. .l.),,;jn])i< r yay-i. 
;; ‘ Cnptiun Swan prom isf.d her f j make, iin-.ch »!’ Jdiii, 

‘find Wfis as good as hi? wo!‘d. .Ife proM'd fiite-j'waivis 
‘a, fine hoy for wit, courage, am! (l -\ieril y.' 

They prijcoeded ^^Vstwfird along tlie coast, whii'b 
wfis high hind full of j-;!gg<-d hilh, hot wilh pleasant' 
find fruitful val’iio' bclwien. Tiie. i“)th, they W(‘i’o 
jri)i.'oa.st a hill, ‘wiiich lowi i-d ;ibo\e his follow, s, iind 
‘was divided on the Lop, making two small parts. It 
‘j.s in lalitndo IS" S' K. Tiie Si»aiiiards meriUon a town 
‘ called The.hipan iierar this hill.’ 

I The 2Gth, the Cajhains Swan and Townlcy went in 

the canoes with 200 men, to seek t,he city of Colima, 
which was reported to be a rich phice : but their 
search was frintless. They rowed. 20 leagues along 
shore, and found no good place for landing ; neither 
! did they see house or inhabitant, although tliey passed 

: by a fine valley, called the Valley of IMaguclIa, except 

that towards the end of their expedition, they bfiw a 
horseman, who they supposed had been stationed as 
a sentinel, for he rode off immediately on their 
appearance. H.'hev landed with difficulty, find fol- 
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lo-\vecl the track of tlie liorsc on the saiicl, hut lost it 
in the woods. 

On the 28th, they saw Hk; Volcano of Ooh'iiia, which 
is in about 18" 86' IT Ijiiitinhs five oi: .six h'JOivic.s fi'ojii 
the sea, and appear.s Avith two sliarp pf-int-s.^iVois! 
each of which issued fle.riic-s oi* sinokc. 'i'lie X'.-iiley 
of Cedima is ten or twelve loaf^ucs Avide by the sea ; 
it abounds in cacao-gardens, fields of corn, and plan- 
tain walks. The coast is a sandy shore, on udiicdi the 
waves hea,t with violence. Eastward of the Valley 
the land is woody. A river ran here into the sea, 
Avith a shoal or bar at its entrance, Avhich hoat-s could 
not pass. On the "^Vest side of the river wa.s savannah 
land. 

Deocinher the 1st, they Avere near the T’ort of .S/ila- 
gtia, which Dampior reckoned in lalitiido 18” 52' X. 
He says, ‘it is only a pretty deep bay, dividiid in Ihc. 
‘iniddlc with a rocky point, Avhich makes, as it Avere, 
‘two harbours*. Ships may ride seciu’e in either, but 
‘ the West harbour is the best : the depth of water is 
‘10 or 12 fathom, and a brook of fresh water runs 
‘into the sea there.’ 

Two hundred Buccaneers landed at Salagua, and 
finding a broad road which led inland, they followed 
it about four longues, over a dry stony country, liinc.li 
OA’crgroAvn Avitb short Avood, Avithout seeing habitation 
or inhabitant; hut in their return, they mot and took 
prisoners two Mulattoes, who informed them i.hab 
the road they had been travelling led to a great city 
called Oarrah, Avliich Avas distant as far as a horse 
will travel in four days; and that there W'as no ijiaco 
of con.soqucnco nearer. The same pidsoner said the 
Vanila siiip Avas daily expected to "ten at part of 
I lie coiist to land passengers; fc-:- ! ■' ■■ ,■ ■■■■■. :■! (,■ 

the ships at Acapulco from, tho i*"' ’j j =-p s le- Iv 
happened about Cln-istmas, and scarcely ever more 
than eight or ten days bcfoi'e or after. 

Swan and ToAvnlcy sa.i[cd on for Cape Corrientes. 
Many among the crews were at this Lime taken ill 
* See Chart in Sniibergea's Voyage. 
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with a I’evfiv ;ind ague, which. left the patients? drop.si- 
cal. Danipioi* sa.ys, tiie dropsy is a disea.se very com- 
inon on this coast. Ho was one of the sufferers, and 
continued ill a long time ; and several died of it. 

Tho,^j3oast SoutliAvard of Cape Corrientes, is of mode- 
rate height, a! id .hili of widJe cl Ilfs. The inland 
country is higis »ud liarvcn, with .^i;:=rp peaked hills. 
Northward of this iiiggcd larnl, is a chain of moun- 
tains which terminates Eiistward with a, high steep 
mountain, which has three sharp peaks and resomhles 
a crown; and is therefore called by the Spaniard.s 
Corona da. On the 11 th they came in sight of Capo 
Co.rT'ientes. When the Cape bore NhW, the Coro- 
nada nionntnin bore ENB-. 

OiT aiTiving off Cape Corrientes, the huccaiieer vessels 
spread, for the advantage of enlarging tJicir lookout, 
the Cygnet taking the outer station at about ten 
leagues dista.nce from the Oa.pe. Provisions however 
soon became scarce, on which account Townley’s 
tender and some of the canoes were sent to the land 
to seek a snpijly. The canoes rowed iqi along shore 
against a Northerly wind to the Bay de Vandcras : 
but the bark could not get round Cape Corrientes. 
On the IStli, Townley complained he waiitfjd fresh 
water, whereupon the ships qiiittod their station near 
the Capo, and sailed to some small Islands called the 
Iveys of Chametly, wdiich arc situated to the SE of 
Ca,pe Corrientes, to take in fresh water. 

The descriptions of the coast of New Spain given by 
llampler, in his account of his voyage wdth the Buc- 
caneers, contain many particulars of importance which 
are nob to bo found in any other publication. Dam- 
pier’s manuscript and the printed Narrative frequently 
differ, and it is sometimes apparent that the differ- 
ence is not the effect of inadvertence, or mistake in 
the inc.ss, but that it was intended as a correction 
frour a reconsideration of the subject. The printed 
Narrative sa,ys at thi.s part, ‘These Keys or Islands 
* of Chametly arc about IG or IS leagues to the East- 

* Danii^Icr’a jlaiiuscript Jourual. 
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‘ward of C.ij'.o Corrietifos. 'j’hoy aro sninll, ^ lovr, 
‘woody, find CMviroiiod witn j'oo'C.s. Tlirsre are live of 
‘Lhern lyhiJr in l:lio Toriii o/ a liali' moon, noi a mile 
‘ from tiie shore of the main, and between them n.nd 
‘the main land is very good i-Kling secure iroui any 
‘wind*.’ In the manuscript it is said, ‘ Lho Lsl;.mds 
‘Chametly make a secure port. 1’hny lie eight or 
‘]hne Ic'.agues from Port Navida.d.’ 

It is necessary to explain that Dampinr, in describ- 
ing Ills navigation along the ct)ast of Xcw' S]iain, uses 
the terms Eastward a,nd Westward, not .according to 
the precise moaning of the word-s, hut to signify being 
more or less adva,nced along the coast from live Hay 
of Panama. By Westward, he invariably moans moi'o 
advainced towards the Gulf of California ; by East- 
^vard, the contrary. 

The ships entered within the Chametly Islands Ija’’ 
the clnumel at the SB end, and anchored in five 
fathoms dei)th, on a l)o. toja (>’ clean sand. Tli-. y 
found there good fc.*>h w.-.i-ca' and ■vroad, ii.iul <vnig]ir. 
plenty of rock-fish wii. 1 1 boo:: ami lii’o. No iMlifil>iian!s 
were seen, but the‘r(‘ wer,; bins, made for the i.ciii- 
porary convenience of li.-.Iurin-'n who oc..;a.sioj);(ily 
wont there to fish for I'le inhaliiiani.s of t,bo city of 
ha Puriflcacioii. Those Islamis, forming a couinraliou.- 
jiort alfording fresh waici* a!i<l oiiier o icncic-!, 
from the smallness of ilieii- siz^.• .-o-ci r.oi: mad<.' vi.-iljlc; 
in the Spanish charts of the coast of New' Spain in 
pj'esent nsol'. W .b- watered at the Koj^s 

or .Isles of C: .■ ■ ,> w^as sent to forage on 

the main lar.d, wlioncc they carried off about -10 
bushels of maize. 

On the 22nd, they left the Keys of 01;, ■!!>;< / ly, and 
returned to their cruising station off Cape CV)rrienl,(;s, 
w'hcrc they w'orc rejoined by tbe canoes w'hich had 
been to the Bay dc Vand<;ra.s. Tliirty-se’i'en men had 
landed there from the canoes, wdio w’ent throe miles 

* Dampier, To!. I, p. 357, 

t In some old m.iiiuscript Siwiiibh Charts, the Ch.imetly I.s!es are laid 
down SEJS about la leagues distant from Cape Corrientes. 
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into the country, where they encountered n body of 
Spnniaicls, consisting botii of horse and foot. The 
Buccaneers took benefit of a small wood for shelter 
against the attack of the horse, yet the Spaniards 
rodei^n among them; but the Spanish Gaptain and 
some of their foremost men being killed, tbn rest 
retreated. Four of the Bu-^, i. ■! 
two desperately wounded. "I > >..■ ■ ■ 

more numerous than tho horse, but they did not join 
ill tho attack, because they were armed only with 
lances and swords; ‘neverthole.ss,’ says Dampier, ‘if 
‘ tlicy had come iu, they would certa.inly liave destroyed 
‘all our men.’ Tho Buccaneers conveyed their two 
Avounded men to the Avator side on horses, one of 
Avhich, AA'hon they arrived at their canoes, they killed 
andclrost; not daring to A'^enture into tho saA^'innah 
for a bullock, i-hoiigli they saw many grazing. 

SAvan and ToAA’nloy preserved their slaiion off Capo 
Corrientc!.s only till the Ist of J.-iuunry, 1R3(I, Avlieii 
thoir crews became impatient for fresh meat, and they 
.stood into the Bay de Vanderas, to hunt for beef. Tho 
depth of Avatcr in this Baj"- is very great, and ihe 
ships Avere obliged to anchor in GO fathoms. 

‘ Idle Valley of Vandoi-as is about throe leagues Avide, 
‘AAdtli a .sandy bay ag.aiiist the sea, and smooth, landing. 
‘.In the midst of this hay (or beach) i,s a fine river, 
‘into Avhich boats may enter; but. it is brackish at 
‘ the latter part of the dry season, Avhich is in Marcli, 
‘and part of April. The Valley is enriched with 
‘ fruitful savannahs, mixed Avith groA'es of trees fit for 
‘any u.se; and fruit-trees groAV Avild in such plenty as 
‘if nature designed this place only for a garden. The 
‘ savannahs ai'e full of fat bulls, and coai'S, and horses ; 
‘ but no house Avas in sight.’ 

Here they remained hunting hecA'cs, till the 7th of 
the month. Two hundred and forty men lauded oA^ery 
day, sixty of whom were stationed as a guard, whik; 
tho rest pursued tlie cattle; the Spaniards all the time 
appearing in large companies on the nearest hills. 
The Buccaneers killed and salted meat suffleient to 
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serve thorn two months, 'whioh expended all their salt. 
"V^rhilst they wore thus occupied in tlie pleasant valley 
of Vanderas, the galeon from Manila sailed past Capo 
Corrientes, and pursued her course in safety to Aca- 
pulco. This they learnt afterwards from priscjl’ers ; 
but it was by no means une.s;]')(H;tcd : on the contrary, 
they were in general so fiilly persuaded it would be the 
consequence of their going into the Bay do N'.-rideras, 
that tliej’- gave up all intention of criiisiiig for Ik'!.' 
afteiwa,rds. 

The main object for which Townlcy had gone tlms 
far Northward being di3])Osed of, he and his crow 
resolved to return SouthAvard. Some Darien Indians 
liad remained to this time with Swan ; tliey Avcrc lunv 
coinruittod to the caro of Townley, and the two Kships 
broke oil’ consortship, and parted company. 


CHAPTEB XIX 

The Cygi et and her Crew on the Coast of Mueva Galicia, and at the 
T’ os Marias Islar as. 

Swan and his crew determined before they quitted 
the America 11 coast, to visit some Spanish towns 
farther North, in the neiglihourhood of rich mines, 
Avhere they hoped to (iuil good phiuder, and to increase 
tlieir stock of provisions for Liui passage across the 
Pacific to India. 

January the 7tli, the Cygnet and her tender sailed 
from the Valley of Vanderas, r.n.: beVa i 
passed Point Ponteque, the Norti i:- j n.i o.' ifn; 
Vandcras Bay. Point Ponteque is ! =■.. \ 

and barron : at a distance it mak > i an I 
Darnpier reckoned it 10 leagues distant, in a direction 
N 20“ W, from Cape Corrientes; the variation of the 
compass observed near the Capo being 4" 28' Easterly*. 

• According: to Captain Vancouver, Point Ponteque and Cape Corrientes 
are nearly North and South ot each other, Darnpier was nearest in-ahorei 
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A longiitt "West from Point Pontetine are tAVO small 
bai-rou Jsiaiicis, round which lie acattored severa.! high, 
sliari), white rocks. The Cygnet passed on the East side 
of tile two Islands, the channel between them and 
Ponteque appearing clear of danger. ‘The gea- 
‘ -I. iH-yoii-l Pi.iiiii, l*o:i!'.:qne rat's in NE, all 3 ’aggod 

• iand, !t!ul i'..;'i.(M-Wi;id.s oiiv inrairi XNW', malting many 
‘Tag;.-(*d j.'oini.s, Aviiii sri!;;U send}' l-ays betAA'eon, The 
‘land by the sea is low and w-oody; but the inland 
‘country is full of high, sharp, rugged, and haiTcn 
‘hills.’ 

Along this coast they had light sea and land breezes, 
and fair Aveather. They anchored every evening, and 
got under sail in the morning AA’ith the land-Avind, 
On the hlth they had sight of a small white rock, 
which had resemblance to a ship under sail. Danipier 
gives its Latitude 21“' 51' N, and its distance from 
Cape Oorrientes 31 leagues. It is three leagues from 
the main, Avibh depth in the channel, near the island, 
twelve or fourteen fathoms. The 15th, at noon, the 
latitude was 22“ 11' N. The coast here lay in a NNW 
direction. The IGth, they steered ‘NNW as the land 
runs.’ At noon the latitude Avas 22’ 41' Is. The coast 
was sandy and shelving, Avith soundings ii,t six fathoms 
depth a league distant. Tlie sea set heavy on the 
sliore. They caught I u'i-.a m.aiiy ea.i.-lish. 

On the. 20th, they auciiDrcd a Iciiguc to the East of 
.a small groupe of l.slos, Tiau'.ed ihc Ch/naetlan Isles, 
after the name of tlui district or Capiaiuship (Alc.aldia 
mayor) in the province of Culiacau, opjiosito to 
whicli they are gicuated. P.M-mpier calls them the 
Isles of Charaetly, ‘dilferent from the Isles or ivoys 
‘of Chametly at AvlnVIi aa'-g had before aiioliored. 
‘'These are six small Lslaiids in latitude 2:T 11' N, 
‘about three leagues distant from the maiJi-land,"*' 
‘Avdiere a salt lake has its outlet iuLo the sea. Their 
‘meridian distance from Gape Oorrientes is 23 leagues 
‘["Went.] The coast here, and for about ten len,gues 

• The ^^arUlScrIl^t says, the farthest of the Cliametlan Isles from the 
maiii-htntl is not more lhai! four miles cllsmnt, 
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‘before , ■■ i-': ■ VW and SE.’ 

On th - ( ■‘■ i! ! :■: ■=■■.■1 ■! ,:nanoes and 

seals ; and a fruit of a sharp pleasant taste, liv .Dam pier 
called the ron.nnin fruit, ‘of a bind wlilcli groAvs so 
abundantly ill i, ho Day of ( 'ainpr-iicliy that tliere^is no 
passing ffir Ll!- ir iiigli prickly leaves.’ 

.In the main-laiifl, six op seven leagues NNW from 
the Isles of Ohametlan, is a narrow opening into a 
lagune, with depth of water sufficient for boats to 
enter. Tliis lagune extends along the back of the 
sea-beach about 12 leagues, and makes many low 
Mangrove Tslaiuls. The latitude given of tlie c;ntra iico 
above-mentioned is 23’ SO' N, and it is called by tlio 
Spaniards Dio do S;U. 

Jlalf a degree Noribward of Rio dc Sal aavis said fo 
bo the River Ouliacan, Avith a I’ich Spanish ioAvn of 
the same name. SAvan went with i.h<' c.i im, s in .-■^■a:,vll 
of it, and folloAvcd the coast 30 lc.agues from abreast 
the Ohametlan. Isles, without finding any riwi* io di.' 
North, of the Rio de Sal. All the coast aaf' low and 
sandy, and the sea beat high on the shore, 'i’iio shins 
did not go farther within the Gulf than in li!' I.V X, 
in Avliich I.r.ii nde, on tr.o 3iii,h. i I:(\v ai;;-]ioi.'fd in cighl: 
fiitboiii-: iliroe miles di.-ian.L liiini i.lin main- 

Innd ; llie mi ridian disianco t’lohi CaiK^ ( 'on ic'nlr.s 
being 31 li'agiKr'.,; Isy J.)anipa-r'.s i". 

In iln.!i‘ j-ctnrn .Sonih’-v.ird, Swan A\ii'a ihe fanoi'.«. 
entircd iho KMo de Sa! l.ag'ini', and at an o.u {'.Jicii'n 
on the Western side, thew look the owner piisoner. 
They found in his house a few bushels of mai/.c ; but 
the cattle had been driven out of tlieir reach. .Dam- 
pier relates, ‘The old Spanish gentleman who Avas 
‘ taken at the Estancian near tlir Rio do Sal AA'a.s a 
‘ A^ery intelligent per.so!i. I,i.o had iic.'-n a giv'.'.v i.i';;a cii. r 
‘in the kingdom of Mexicii, and tjHiUe ’ i lie 
‘language very well. He said it is a copious Imign, 

‘and much esteemed by the Sjumi.-^li geniiy in^tho.a' 
‘parts, and of great use all over the kingdom; and 
‘that tnany Indian languages had some dependenev 
‘on it.’ 
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The town of Mazatlan was within 5 leagues of the 
NE part of llin lagune, and Swan with .150 men went 
thithov. The inhahitanfcs wounded some of the Bucca- 
neers with arrows, but could make no effectual 
lesishyice. There Avere rich mines neai.‘ i\Ia,zat,lan, 
and the Spa.niards of Compostella, which is the chief 
t.oAV'u in this district, kept slaves at work in them. 
The Buccaneers however found no gold la re, hiii 
carried off soma Indian com. 

.'February the 2nd, the canoes went to an Tndi iii 
town called llosario, situated on the br.nks of a ih-cr 
and nine miles within its entrance. * Enriai'in u ii'j r' 
line little town of 60 or 70 houses, with a gC: 0 (.l cli’.ircli.' 
The river produced gold, and mines in i.,lio 

neighbourhood; but here, as at IMazatlaii, ihcy g'>(; no 
other booty thnu Indian corn, of which tiny convoyed 
to their ships between 80 and DO bushels. 

On the Ord, the ships anchored ne/u* the River 
Rosario in seven fathoms oozy ground, a league from 
the shore; the latitude of the entrance of the river 
22’ ul' N. A small distance within the coast and beai’- 
ing NE b N from the ship, was a round liill like a 
sugar-loaf; and North Westwai'd of that hill, was 
another ‘ pretty long hill,’ called Capiit Oavalli, or Uio 
Horse’s Head. 

On the Sth, the canoes were sent to seoreh for ii 
river named the Oleta, which w^as imderstood to lie 
in latitude 22’ 27' N ; but the weather proving foggy 
they could not iind it. 

On the lltli, they anchored abreast the S(3uth p<jiut 
of the entrance of a river called the River dc Sautiago, 
in seven fathoms soft oozy bottom, abonn two miles 
from the shore ; a higli while rock, called Maxentelbo, 
l)ore from their anchorage distant about three 

leagiies, and a high hill in the country, with a saddle 
or bending, called the Hill Xalisco, bore SE. ‘The 
‘ River St. lago is in latitude 22’ 15' N, the entrance 
‘lies East and 'We.st with the Rock Maxentelbo. It 
‘ is one of the principal rivers on tin's coast : there is 

ten feet water on the bar at low water ; but how 
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‘mucli the tide rises and falls, was not observed. Tlie 
'■mouth of the river is neavly half a mile l-joad, wiili 
‘very smooth entering. Within tin: eiiimmio ii,. 
‘widens, for three or four rivers tnc-r.-l, .‘snd h-snr- 

‘all out top^cther. The water is Jijneki-l’ r great way 
‘up, but fresh water is to be liatl by diggiii!^ Cwo or 
‘three feet deep in a sandy bay just at the mouth of 
‘the river. Nortliward of the entrance, and NE b E 
‘from Maxcntclbo, is a round white rock.’ 

‘Be,i;ween i;hc latitudes 22" 41' and 22" .10' N, which 
‘includes the River de Santiago, the coast lies "NNW 
‘and SSE*.’ 

No inhabitants were seen near the entrance of tlie 
River St, lago, btit tlie country had a fruitful apix-ar- 
ance, and Swan sent seventy men in four canoes up 
the river, to seek for some town or village. uj\ftej.‘ 
two days spent in examining different crec'ks and 
rlv'crs, they came to afield of maize which was nearly , 
ripe, and immediately began to gatl.ier; but whilst 
they were loading the canoes, they saw an Indian, 
■whom tliey caught, and from him they learnt that at 
four leagues distance from them was a town niiinod 
Sta. .Pecaque. With this inforinat.ion they rcl urned to 
the ship; and the same evening, Swan with eight 
canoes and 1 tO nu'n, s(!L o(V for SLa. IVcaqiu’, iaking i.hc 
Indian for a guide. This was on the 15l,h of l.lu? 
mouLh. 

'.I’Jiey rowed during the night about five leagues up 
the riv(M', and. at six o’clock in the nioviuiig, landed at. 
a ].Iaf(.; wliere it was about a, pistol-shot wide, with 
pi’ciiy liigh haiik-s on each side, the country plain 
iuid c'.eii. 'I.’wenty men were left with the canoes, 
and Swan with the j-e.'^t marched tcavards the town, 
by a road whicdi led pjn-ily rlirougi; woodland, ami 
partly through savannas well stocked with cat;tk‘. 
They aiTived at the town by ten in the forenooi.!, and 
entered without opposition, the inlui).)itaiits having 
quitted it on their approach. 

The tOAvn of Santa Pec.aque was small, regularly ; 

> * -D-imDier, Vol. I, Ch.ip. 9. j 
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built after the Spanish mode, with a Parade in the 
middle, and balconies to the houses which fronted the 
parade. It had two cliurches. The inhabitants were 
mostly Spaniard.?, and their principal occupation was 
liusbaudry. It is distant from Coinpostella about 21 
leagues. Coinpostella itself was at that time rectoned 
not to contain more than " seventy white families, 
which made about one-eighth part of its inhabitants. 

There were large storehouses, with maize, .salt-fi.sh, 
salt, and sugar, at Santa Pccaque, provisions being 
kept there for the subsistence of some hundreds of 
slaves who worked in silver mines not far distant. 
The chief purpose for which the Cygnet had come so 
ffu* North on this coast was to get provisions, and here 
was more than suffleionb to supply her wants. For 
transpoiiing it to their canoes. Swan divided the men 
into two partie.s, which it was agreed should go altor- 
imtely, one party constantly to remain to guard the 
stores in the tou'ii. The afternoon of the first day 
was passed in taking rest and refreshment, and in 
collecting horses. The next morning, flfty-.seveTi men, 
with a number of horses laden with maize, each man 
also carrying a small quantity, set out for the canoes, 
to which they arrived, and safely deposited their 
burthens. The Spaniards had ^ t ; ■■ ■ > : i- ■ d ' ■ : n ! ( c 

to the men who guarded the ii'. I I' i i «i 

one, on which accoimt they v v- I v.i’ij 

seven men from the carrying j-! "•y. i'. '' ' i..' '•:■■■ 

noon, the fifty returned to S-.' i ■ I’l Ti ■ y oi.e 

trip Avas made in the course of the day. 

On the moiming of the ISth, the party which had 
guarded the town the day before, took their tium for 
carrying. They lo.aded 2L horses, and every man had 
his burtlien. This day they took a prisoner, Avho told 
them, that nearly a thousand men, of all colours, 
Rpaniai’ds, Indians, Negroes, and Mulattoes, were 
assembled at the town of Santiago, which was only 
three leagues distant from Santa Pecaque. This infor- 
mation made Captain Swan of opinion, that separating 
his men was attended Avith much danger: and he 
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determined that the next morning he w 
) town with the whole party. In the > i.f 

I employed bis men to catch as many horses as they 

\ could, Uiat when they departed they might carry oil 

^ a good load. 

On the lyth, Swan called his men out early, and 
^ gave order to jirepai’e for marching ; but the greater 

J number refused to altet the mode they had first 

M adopted, and said they would not abandon the town 

f : until all the provision in it was conveyed to the 

canoes. Swan was forced to acquiesce, and to allow 
one-half of the <;on!j).'iny to go as before. They had 
fifty-four horses hvdeu ; Swan advised them to tic the 
horses one to another, and the men to keep in two 
' I'l bodies, twenty-five before, and the same number^ be- 
1" bind. His directions however were not followed ; 
‘ the'TSt&n.Jwould go their own way, every mm] leadiiig 
his horse.’ 'J'iic .'i5j)fmi..u‘ds had before oij.scr\e(.( i, !u iv 
careless mauuor oi iiiarcbing, and had pi’cpnrc-d their 
plan of attack for this morning, jjuiking choice of the 
ground they thought most for their advantage, and 
placing men there in ambush. The Buccaneer convoy 
had not been gone above a quarter of an hour when 
H those who kept guard in the town, Ijeajd Lho rniioru 

1 of guns. Captain Swan called on ihom to march oui, 

1 to the assistance of their companions ; but some even 

I then opposed him, and spoke with contempt of the 

danger and their enemies, till two horses, saddled, 
with hoislers, and without riders, came galloping into 
'I the town frightened, and one had at its side a cai'a- 

bine newly discharged. On this additional sign that 
j some event had taken place which it imported them 

i ; to know, Swan immediately marched out of the town, 

> and all his men followed him. When they came to 

\i the place where the engagement had happened, they 

|| beheld their companions that had gone foi-tli from 

the town that morning, every man lying dead iii the 
■J road, stripped, and so mangled tJiat scarcely any one. 

could be known. This was the most severe "defeat the 
ii Buccaneers sullercd in all their South Sea enterprises 
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The party living very Tilth: ihe liurnhor o; 

those who lay dead iK-for-o i.h(:in, y,>v. il-.a S!-,i.Tii!i.v.iS 
made no endeavour to i'iic-rriipL l-hcir rirr-fiir, (.ilhv-r 
in their march to the car.oort, or in uheh- failing iiown 
the river, but kept at. a rT.stanco. * fi. i.s 
Kays T)ain[-i(n‘, ‘the Spani-vriU *iivl rio:, cui, o'T sa iiiaiiy 
our ineti without lii-i.- of yi.-iuy of liio;!' own. \T(; 
‘lost this day lll'ty-rour I'.'ird.-vlimeu and nino bi'afii.s; 
‘and among the slain wa.-: nvy ingcT.lous I'lh'nd 'Mr. 
‘Ringrose, who e 1 ii.story of 

‘ Bnccaaeors whi< ■ ■■ . ; li > SI:;'.!;', lie hi.d 

‘engaged in this voyage as .--.u-t-r-cargo (.f 
‘>Swan’s ship.’ — ‘Oaptain Swan had lur.-n i‘o!Tiwarii:;d 
‘by his astrologer of the grea!: dai'.:r.‘v Ihcy wv,-.: ii; ; 
‘and several of the men who wct'.r in i.Jio liisb ji-ai-iy 
‘liad opposed the divi-iori of il eir na'oe; s.nne of 
‘them foreboded their r.t:-!.'‘onupe. a nil heaid a.s i.lioy 
‘lay down in the church in the night, gi-uo i-iis groan- 
‘ings which koi'it them lioin sleeping-,’ 

Swan and his surviving crew were disco aiaged .''roiii 
attempting any thing more on r.iie roast of .N\'.w 
tralioia, although they had la.ld np Imi, a. .sniall sir.;;!; 
of provisions. On the 2L-:t, (!u-y saiiv'd from i.lie .lliver 
of St. Jago for the South Cape of < la’.irornia, wliero it;, 
was their intention to cai*ceu the .diip; Im:; tlio M’iad 
had settled in the NW quarter, and after struggling 
against it a fortnight, on the 7tli of Marcli, they 
anchored in a bay at the East end of the middle of 
the Tres alarias Islands, in eight fathoms clean sand. 
The next day, they took a berth within a quarter of 
a mile of the shore, the outer points of the bay bear- 
ing ENE and SSW. 

None of the Tres Marias Islands were inhabited. 
Swan named the one at which he hisd anchored, 
Prince G-eorge’s Island. Dainpier describes them of 
moderate height, and the Westernmost Ishi-ud to be 
the largest of the tlireo. ‘The soil is stony and drjg 
‘ p 7 .‘oducing much of a shrubby kind of wood, tronblc- 
‘soine to pass; but in some p;irts grow plenty of 

* M.mii.^crijjt Journal. 
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‘straighti largo ooclfirs. Tlin ?=andT-, and 

‘there, a green |)vich!y nlai'.v- grvWs^ '.viin-'o leaves are 
‘much like tho pciiguhi leal’; i.iie roo:. :-■ laco i.he root 
‘of tho Scuipervivo, Imt larger*, and when ba-iced hr 
‘a.n oven is j'oekonod good to cat. The Indians of 
‘ CirUrornia, are sa.id to have grea^ m"t o'? their 
‘.subsisteiK.'C from these roots. ^V'e ‘ eve, hat 


‘none, of ns greatly cared for the /., 'i'b taste 
‘exactly like the roots of our English Ihirdoek boiled.’ 

At tlii.s Island -rvere- guanoes, raccoons, rabbits, 
pigeons, doves, fish, turtle, and seal. They careened 
bores find made a division of the store of provisiorrs, 
twcj'thircLs to the Cygnet and one-third to the Tender, 
‘there l')eing one hundred eaters hr the ship, aird fifty 
‘ on board the tender.’ The maize they had saved 
measured 120 bushels. 

Dampier I'e!..,!-: •• * ' r.: > or ii:!.,-:! 

at Llii.s place. • ! b; -I . . .•:i a l.'iitv •■lei. i- ' ft d: ;i-y. 
‘a distemircr i. of <>;.•!* m. .1 ■i’-. ■! : :■» 

*I -was laid ai di I I- a. my !>•,., i -m i! ■: li": 

‘sand. lendr::-;; ^ 1 ci iso;". i 1 b-. " 

‘ taken out. I sweated exceedingly while I was in the 
‘sand, and I believe it did me mrrch good, for I grew 
‘well soon after.’ 

This was the dry season, and they could not find 
here a sufficient supply of fresh water, wlricli made it 
necos.sary for them to retur*n to the Continent. Before 
sailing, Swan landed a number of prisoners, Spaniards 
and Indians, which would have been necessary on 
many accounts besides that of the scantiness of pro- 
visions, if it had been his design to have proocedecl 
fortliwitlr Westward for the East Indies; but as he 
was going again to the American coast, which, was 
close at hand, the turning hi.s prisoners .'vshore on a 
desolate Islaird, a[)pcars lo isav--. be-vii in revenge for 
the disastrous defeat s-.i.~!.ai:ied at iSi.a. Pecaque, and 
for the Spaniards having given no quartei* 011 that 
occasion. 


They sailed on the 20t.h, and two day.s after, 
anchored in the Bay of Vanderas near tho river at the 
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bottom of the bay ; but the v/ater of t his river was 
now bracldsh. Search was made along tlie Souili 
shore of the bay, ami 1,\vo or tlirco leagues towards 
Clape CurrloiiLes, a small brook of good fic'sli Avater 
Avas found ; and good aiu-horago near to a small round 
Island* Avhicb lisvi half a iui]e from i-he main, and 
about four icaigm'S .NEastward of the Cape. Just 
Avithin this Ijlatid ».Iu;y b.-on-^-li!- ihu: sliijis lo auciioi', 
in 25 fathoms depth, xho. brook bci'o.ir.g iln-iu 

E i jST half a mile d:si..im', and J’oiut 
N\V b ]Sr six ksagues. 

The ]\fo.squiLo men strueli. liore ji'mi or li ii ji-w-iis!!. 
the beads and linuy pieces Avbieli served for liiTSv-ui: 

■i-',,'- ' '.le,. and the iv-si was salu:.! fer sea slure. 
'I"' ■' i. ' '■ ! nd salted flsli cuirposed -he AViioi-.-oi ilalr 
stock of eatables for tl;t;!r arross i iu: I •fieifi-,', 

and at a very j-traii-eucd aliowa.'-.eo Avou'd .s.-arc-.-iy he 
sul'ficie.nt to liolcl out six: y day<. 


CHAPTER XX 

The Cygnet, Her Passage across the Pacific Ocean. At the Ladrones, 
At Mindanao. 

MATscn the .^Ist, they sail(;d from the American 
coa.st, steering at lirdt SW, and afteiwards more 
AVcsterly till they AA-^ore in latitude llh X, in Avhich 
I'arallel they kept. ‘ The kettle was boiled hut otu;e a 
‘day,’ .says D.-unpier, ‘and there Avas no occasion to 
‘call the men Lo Auctuals. All hands came up to see 
‘ the Q.uarter-Tnastcr share it, and he had need to be 
‘exact. We had two dogs and tAvo cats on board, 
‘and they likeAvist; had a small alloAvauce giA^cn then], 
‘and they Avalted AAuth as much eagerness to see it 
‘shared as Ave did.’ In this passage they saAV neithej: 
lish nor foAvl of any kind, except at ojio time, Avhen 
by Dainpier’s reckoning thev wore 4975 miles AVest 
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from CiiiMi Corrientes, and then, numbers of the sea- 
birds called boobies were flying near the sliips, which 
were supi^osed to come from some rocks not far 
distant. 'J.'boir longitude at this time may be esti- 
mated at about ISO degrees from the meridian of 
Gj’eenwicli’^. ^ 

Fortunately, they had a fresh trade-wind, and made 
great runs every day. -‘On May the 20th, which,’ 
says Dampier, ‘ we begin to call the 21st, we were in 
‘latitude 12” 50' N, and steering West. At two p.m. 
‘the hark tender being two leagues ahead of the 
‘ Ovgnet, came into shoal water, and those on boai‘d 
‘plainlv saw rocks under hex’, but no land was in 
‘sight.* They hauled on a wind to the Southward, 
‘and hove the lead, and found hut four Cal boms 
‘water. They saw breakei’S to i.ho Wosiw-jird, ’’.l.'iu'v 
‘then wore round, and got their sl:n’l)oai.d Iricks oji 
•hoard and stood Northward. 'The Cygma in gcuing 
‘ up to the bark, ran over a shoal bank, where the 
‘ bottom was seen, and fish among the rocks ; but the 
‘ship ran past it before we could heave the lead. 
‘Both vessels stood to the Northward, keeping upon 
‘a wind, and sailed directly North, having the wind 
‘at ENE, till five in the afternoon, having at that 
‘time run eight miles and increased our latitude so 
‘many minutes. We then saw the Island Guam 
‘[Guahan] bearing NNE, distant from us about eight 
‘leagues, which gives the latitude of the Tsla.ud (ils 
‘South end) 13” 20' N, We did not obacrve ilie viiiia- 
‘tion of the comp.-'.ss .at Guam. A' r.- jic- .■ 

‘we found it -J’ 2S' and ‘!:i 

‘made when v.c had go:i(! about a third of the 
‘passage, shewed it to be the same. I am inclined to 
‘think it Avas less at Gujuni-.’ 

Q’he shoal above mentioned is called by the Spaniards 

* D.inipier’ii Reckoning tnaJe the difFercnee of longiriide between C.npe 
Con-Ieritcs and the I-jland Guahan, 125 clcgrees ; which is 16 degrees more 
than it has been found by modern observations, 

t Dampier, Manuscript Journal, and Vol. I, Cliap, lo. of his printed 
Voyag-es, 
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the Banco de Santa Rosa, and the part over which 
the Oygnet passed, according to the extract from 
Dampier, is about ShW^W from the South end of 
Bua.lian, distant ton or eleven leagues. 

An hour before rr.idnigl'.t. ll.iry anchored on the 
Wesi? side of Cualiai!, a mile froin the slioi’e. The 
Spaniards had J le ;> :i F-:=i';. m -i /, rr .v of 
thirty soldiers: i:! : ■. * {i',-..;!. '■ j.i, 

another part of . ■ I■■■. ■ r!. ii 

Spanish priest in a canoe went on 1 ■■ ■ !, I '! ■ 
them to be Spaniards from Acapulco, lie was treated 
with civility, but detained as a kind of hostage, to 
facilitate any nogori.-ititm necessary for obtaining 
provisions ; and Swan sent a present to tlie Spanish 
Governor by the Indians of the canoe. 

No dihlcnliy was e.vpctienccd on iliis lioad. Boili 
Spaniards, .and the few naiivc-s .seoJi iicvt*. wiiro giad 
to di.?pose of their prori-sions to so good a iiiarkoL a.s 
the buccaneer sliip.9, D.-niipicr •.vcije.rtiir.iil the ’.luoiber 
of the natives at this time on Guahau not to exceed 
a hundred. In the last insuri'cction, wiiich was a 
short time before tlr Ladrones, the 

n(ulv<!'', fi;!d:i!g ih y .,'1 .'-.-.''■"“t <-he 

Spauiin'd-j, de.«tro>Vil th«-lr > iii.-. v.'r", 

(ahor Ulanils. of tb • n . i.t ■ ■.» ! ' ,.1 

‘in Guahan,’ says Dampier, ‘h jI y \^^■v ft ;■ . y 
‘concerned in that broil, j'.;’!* Ir : . 

‘against the Sp.'iniiU'ds ; for I \ 1 .■» i .is-y i!,-' 

‘to the Fort and assist us to- ii;. r * ! '.‘i !.' 

Whilst Swan lay at Guahan, the S{)auish Acapulco 
sliip c.-imo in sight of the Island. Tlie Governor im- 
mediately sent off notice to her of the Buccaneer 
ship.s hcirig in the road, on which she altez'ed her 
course towards the South, and by so doing got among 
the shoals, where she struck off her rudder, and did 
not get clear for three days. The natives at Guahan 
told the Buccaneers that the Acapulco ship was in 
sight of the Island, ‘which,’ says Damjjier, ‘put our 
‘men in a great heat to go out after her, but CapLain 
‘ Swan persuaded them out of that humour.’ 
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Diinipier pr.nisc-s the ingonnily of i.iit; natives of the 
Ladrone .l^-Iaiids, {uid partieularly in llie construction 
of i.lit'ir sailing canons, or, as they are sometimes 
called, their flying proos, of which he has given tlie 
following description. ‘Their Proc or Sailing Canoe 
‘ is sharp at hoth ends ; the bottom is of one piece, of 
‘good substance neatly bgllowed, and is about 28 feet 
‘ long ; the under or heel part is made I'ound, but in- 
‘ dining to a wedge; the upper part is almost flat, 
‘having a very gentle hollow, and is about a foot 
‘ broad ; from hence, both sides of the boat are 
‘carried up to about five fecr high with rnwrow [dai.'h, 
‘and each end of the hoar nuns np i-oinid very 
‘prettily. But what is very singular, o!ie siilo of tljc 
‘boat is made perpendicular like .a wail, wliile ilie 
‘other side is rounding as other ves.sels are, willi a. 
‘pretty full belly. The dried liusks of the ooeoa-tnils 
‘serve for oakum. At tin? middle- of the vessel iln.- 
‘breadth aloft is four or Jive f(;et, or more, jua'ording 
‘to the length of the boat. Tin; mast slarids exactly 
‘in the middle, willi a hmg yai-d that peeps up and 
‘down like a .ship’s mizen yard: one end of it reaches 
‘down to the head of the boat, where it is jflaced in 
‘ a notch made purposely to keep it fast : the other 
‘end hangs over the stern. To i.:--. y;i;i: ilie sa^l 
‘is fastened, and at the foot of s -e .-. ii 
‘small yard to keep the sail out square, or to roll the 
‘ sail upon when it blows hard ; for it serves instead 
'of a reef to take up the sail to what degree they 
‘pl(?ase. Along the belly side of the boat, pai'aHel 
‘ with it, at about seven feet distance, lies another 
‘ boat or canoe very small, being a log of very light 
‘ wood, abriost as long as the great boat, but nob 
‘above a foot and a half wide at the upper p/nt, and 
‘sharp like a wedge at each end. The little l)oat is 
‘fixed firm to the other by two bamboos itlaced across 
‘ the gi-eat boat, one near each end, and its use is to 
‘keep the great boat upright from oversetting. They 
‘keep the flat side of the gi-ciit boat against the wind, 
'and the belly side, consequent! v, with its little boat, 
210 


; IN THE SOUTH SEA 

‘is upon the lee*. The vessel has a head at each end 
; ‘so as to be able to sail wilh either foremost: they 

‘ need not taclr as oiir vessels do, but when they ply 
: ‘ Lo -winchvard and ai-e minded to make a board the 

I ‘ otlior^way, they only alter the setting of the sail by 

I ‘shiftiiig the end of the y{V.‘d, and they take the 

• ‘broad paddle with whieh they stc'-r iii.sie.v.l of a 

[ ‘rudder, to the other end of * he vi;='^e]. 1 lirive btfji 

I ‘particular in descr-ribing those tb.oir sai'-irg ciiiio'vs, 

f ‘because I believe they sai!*r,!ie best of any boaLs in 

I ‘ the world. I tried the swiftness of ov.e cd then', wb.b 

I ‘our log: we had twelve knors on our I'ool, and siio 

I ‘ran it all out before the half-niinuie ghis's v.;!S lialf 

^ ‘out. I believe sbe would run 24 miles in an honr. 

‘It was very pleasant to see the little boat running so 
‘swift by the othci'’s side. I was told that one of 
‘ these proGS being sent express from Gualian to 
‘Manila, [a distance above 480 leagues] performed the 
‘voyage in four days.’ 

Dcunpier Inis described the Bread-fruit, which is 
among the productions of the Ladrcme islands. He 
had never seer, nor heard of it any whore but at these 
Islands. Provisions w'cre obtained in such plenty at 
(irualiaii, that in the two v^essels they salted above 
fifty bogs foi' sea, use. The friar was released, with 
presents in return for his good offices, and to cum- 
pensate for his conlinement. 

.Tune the 2nd, they sailed from Guaban foe the Island 
Mindanao. The weather was uncertain : ‘ the AV'esterly 
i ‘ winds were not as yet in strength, and the Easterly 

• ‘ winds commonly over-mastei'od them and brought the 
‘ships on their way to Mindanao.’ 

1 There is much difference between the manuseripfc 

Joui'na,! of Dampier and the published hiarrative, con- 
cerning the geography of the East side of Minclaaiao. 

* Tiie Ladronc flying- proa described in Commodore Anson’s voyage, 
sailed -with tbe belly or rounded side and its small canoe to windward ; by 
I which it .appears that these proas were occasionally managed cither way, 

I probably according to the strength of the wind ; the little parallel bo.at or 

I canoe preserving llie large one upright by its weight when to windward, 

and by its huoyaucy when to leeward, 
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Die arrived off Mindanao the 

21st .! y « ■' . 1 ' ‘.■ ■'w'.' come in with the land, 
‘ knew not what part of the Island the city was in, 
‘therefore we run down lo ihc Xorthwnrei, hotween 
‘Mindanao and St. Jolm, and came to an anclun- in a 
‘bay which licth in -^ix degrees Nonli lauiaido.’ 

In the printed Narj-ai iye it is sa.id, ‘'I'luj 2ist day of 
‘June, we arrived at the Inland SI:. .Tolrn, which is on 
‘the r. - <■' '!'!»i..'.a >. and disrant from it 2 or 
‘-1 le:.,; . !■ i-. about 7° or S“ North. 

‘This Island is in length about 38 leagues, stretching 
‘NNW and SSE, and is in hrc-adtli about 2t leagues 
‘in the middle of the Island. The -Von IieinuKJSl.. end 
‘is broader, and the Souther-n narrower, 'J’his Triaud 
‘is of good height, and is fnll of small hills. The 
‘land at the SE end (where T was asljorc) is of a 
‘black fat mould; and the whole Island secans l.o par- 
‘take of the same, by the vast lumiher of largo l.n.-e.! 
‘that it produceth, for it looks all over li!;c one 
‘great grove. As we were passing by the SE end, no 
‘saw a canoe of the natives uiuhn* ilio sliore, aMd oiks 
‘of our V‘.;, have spoken with her, 
‘but she : "i !o ,!;•» -!•. iu.d the people leaving her, 

i : ■ the woods. We saw no more people hoi’e, 
‘n-- ■ I." !■.’ .-.i this end. When we came 

‘a ■ . ',1 we steered away for the 

‘I ' .'-i ’'1' '.^r-a was fair in sight of us, it 

‘being about 10 h-agoes disfaiit from this part of 
‘St. .John’s. 22nil day, we came within a league 

‘of the. East side of Mindanao, a,nd having the wind 
‘at SE, we steered towards the North end, keeijing 
‘on the East side till we came into the latitude of 
‘7° 40' N, and there we anchored in a small bay, a 
‘ mile from the shore, in 10 fathoms, rocky foul ground. 
‘Mindanao being guarded on tlio E;>t pidc bj- S(. 
‘John’s Island, we might as rcasonaMy bare ex'ifcci.cd 
‘to find the harbour and city ou llvis side as any 
‘where else; but coming into the latitude in which 
‘we judged the city might l)o, we found no canoes or 
•people that indicated a city or place of trade being 
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‘near at hand, though -we coasted within a league of 
‘ the shore*.’ 

'J’his clill'.:i‘(>ri(;c belwoeu the riianusrrlpl .-ind priniiid 
Journal caimot wel! lie acronntod for. TIk* snost r(!- 
niarkablc ]jiw*iicul;i.r of disisgi-ueiuotit is in tJjc laLliiidt? 
of th5 bay v.-lieveiu tiny aueliorcd. Ar liiis bay they 
had coTiiinuir.caLion wifli the inhabilarils:, and learnt 
that the Mirulanao (’ii,y wa~*lo the VVesiward. '.riiey 
could not pftu ail on any iVJindanao man i;o pilot tluMu : 
the next day, iiowovi-r, thty weighed ariehoT-, iir.d 
sailed bade Sotiliiw, -,»■(!, liil L-hoy came to a [javr, lliey 
supposed to !)e ibc SI-' end of !Mir.danao. and savv two 
small Islauds at-out lliroe Ictagues disljuit from it. 

There i.s reason to believe tSsat i.bc rwo snial! liTiamls 
here noticed were Saraugan and Candigar; according 
to which, Dampier’s Island St. John will be the land 
named Cape San Augustin in the ])X'esenfc charts. 
And hence arises a doubt whether the land of Cape 
San Augo.slin is not an Islaml separaic from Mindanao. 
l)aijjpi<'r‘.'s viavifiai.ion beiux-.en i.b(ii)» does not appear 
to biivo been iViv enough to the Northward to ascer- 
tain whether he was in a Strait or a Gulf. 

The wind blew constant and fresh from the West- 
ward, and it took them till the 4th of July to get 
into a harbour or sound a few leagues to the NW 
from the two small Islands. This harbour or sound 
i*an deep into the land ; at the entrance it i.s only two 
miles across, bub within it is three leagues wide, xvitli 
seven fathoms depth, and there is good depth for 
shipping four or live leagues up, hut wiv.h some roo.ky 
j‘oul grouixd. On tlie East side of tliis Bay are small 
rivers and brooks of fresh water. The country on 
the West side was uncultivated laud, woody, and 
well stocked with wild deer, which had been u.sed 
to live there unmolested, no people inhabiting on that 
side of the bay. Near the shore was a border of 
savannah or meadow land which aboiirdod in long 
grass. Dampicr .says, ‘the .‘jdiacc-nt woods am a covert 
‘for the, deer in the hrai; of the day; uul. mornings 

* Dampicr. Vol. 1, Cliap, ri, 
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‘nncl evonings they feed in the open plains, as thick 
‘as in oiTT’ parks in England. I never saw a,uy where 
‘such plenty of wild deer. AVc found no handrance 
‘to our killing as many .‘is we pleased, and the crews 
‘ of both the ships wore fed wit h venison all the time, 
‘wc remained bore.’ 

They quitted this compiodious Port on the 12th ; 
the weather had become luoderato, and they proceeded 
Westward for the River and City of Mindanao. The 
Southern part of the Islatui 1 . 1-;- i 

than the Eastern pnvt; t! -y I ma-y d 

boats, ‘and now and then " 

On the IStb, they anclr r.-l Ve’ -' - s bv i;!'.--':' o’ 
Mindanao, in 15 fathoms depth, the bottom liard sand, 
a.bout two miles distant from tlio shore, and three or 
four miles from a small Island which was withoiit 
them to the Southward. The river is small, and had 
not more than ten or elcvmu feet depth over the b;u 
at spring tides. Dainpier gives the latitude of the 
entrance 6“ 22' N. 

The buccaneer sb.ips or. anchoring saluted with seven 
guns, mider English (folours, and the salute was re- 
t.uT’nod with three guns from ihe shore. ‘Tiie City of 
‘Mindanao is about two miles from iho san. It is a 
‘mile long, of no great breadth, wduding with the 
‘banks of the river on the right hand going up, yet 
‘ it has many houses on the opposite side of the river.’ 
The houses were built upon posts, and at this time, 
as also during a great part of the succeeding month, 
the weather was rainy, and ‘ the city seemed to stand 
‘as in a pond, so that there was no passing from one 
- house to another but in canoes,’ 

The Island Mindanao was divided into a number of 
small states. The port at wdiich the Oygu.rt and hei- 
tender now anchored, with a hu-ge district of country 
adjacent, was under the dominion of a Sultan or 
Prince, who appears to. have been one of the most 
powerful in the Island. The Spaniards had not estab- 
lished their dominion over all the Philipinne .Isic-uds, 
and the inhabitants of this place wore more ajipre- 
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heiisive of the Iiollanclors than of any other Europeans i 
and Oil that account expressed some discontent Tvhen 
they understood the Cygnet Tras not come for the 
purpose of mahing a settlement. On the afternoon of 
tlieir arriral, Swan sent an oflicer with a present to 
the Sultan, consisting of scjarlet cloth, gold lace, a 
scymitar, and a pair of pistols; and likewise a present 
to another groat man ivho ^^-as called the General, of 
scarlet cloth and three yards of silver lace. The next 
day. Captain Swan went oi> shore and was admiided 
to an audience in form. The Saltan shewed him two 
lettoi’s from English merchants, expressing their wishes 
to c'.'!:alill«h a. fnctoi'y ■'-p!'. l.i." : j do which he 

l,!ia English h-; w Ic."-.!'. A few days 

after this audience, • < ; - i-- : -ndcr went into 

the river, the former being lightened ih’st to get her 
over the bar. Here, similar to the custom in the ports 
of China, an ollicer belonging to the Sultan went on 
board, and measured the ships. 

Voyagers or travellers who visit strange countries, 
generally find, or think, it necessary to be wary and 
cu'cumspect: mercantile voyagers are on the watch 
for occasions of profit, and the inquisitiveness of men 
of observation will be regarded with suspicion; all 
which, however familiarity of manners may be as- 
sumed, keeps cordiality at a distance, and causes them 
to continue strangers. The present visitors were dif- 
ferently circumstanced and of different character : 
their pursuits at Mindanao were neither to profit by 
trade nor to make observation. Long confined with 
p(jckct3 full of money which they were impatient to 
exchange for enjoyment, with minds little troubled 
by considerations of economy, they at oncie entered 
into familiar intercourse with the natives, who were 
gained almost as much by the freedom of their man- 
ners a.s by their presents, and with whom they imme- 
diately became intimates exnd inmates. The same 
happened to Drake and his companions, when, return- 
ing enriched with spoil from the South Sea, they 
stopped at the Island Java- ; and we read no instance 
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of Euro})eans arriving at such sociable and friendly 
intercourse with any of the natives of India, as they 
became with the people of Java during the short 
time they remained there, except in the similarly 
circumstanced instance of the crew of the Cygnet 
among the Mindanayans# 

By the length of thoir stay at Mindanao, Dampier 
was enabled to enter largely into descriptions of the 
natives, and of the country, and he has related many 
entertaining particulars couceriiiiig iheiii. Those only 
in which the Buccaneers were interested will be 
noticed here. 

The Buccaneers were at first imodigal in their gifl.s. 
Wlien any of them went on shore, they were ■wel- 
comed and invited to the houses, and wei'e courted to 
form particular attachments. Among many nations 
of the Bast a custom has been found to prevail, ac- 
cording to which, a stranger is expected to choose 
some individual native to be his friend or comrade; 
and a connexion so formed, and confirmed with pre- 
sents, is regarded, if not as sacred, with such high 
respect, that it is held most dishonoui'ablo to break 
it. The visitor is at all times afterwards welcome to 
his comrade’s house. The tayoship, with the ceremony 
of exchanging names, among the South Sea islanders, 
is a bond of fellowship of the same nature. The people 
of Mindanao enlarged and refined upon this custom, 
and allowed to the stranger a pagally, or platonic 
friend of tbo other sex. The wives of the richest men 
may be cboson, and she is permitted to convei'se with 
her pagally in ru’-’i--'. ‘In a short time,’ says Dam- 
pier, ‘several o' o.!;- men, such as had good clothes 
‘and store of gold, had a comrade or two, and as 
‘many pagallies.’ Some of the crew hired, and some 
purchased, houses, in which they lived with their 
comrades and pagallies, and with a train of servants, as 
long as their means held out. ‘Many of our Scpiires,’ 
continues Dampier, ‘ were in no long time eased of the 
trouble of counting their money. This created a 
‘dmsion of the cre-vv into two. parlies, that is to say, 
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‘of those who had money, and i-hr-::- \ t;'. 

‘As the hi;!;i-r I'ary -irv’.vi:, L'.;'y ■ : i n.:?. : 

‘and unruly for want of action, livn:! 

('.i-.r lo ro to sea; whi b-'-. i l.■■y 

■ I d -a;.'-, '.hey sold the ship’s stores and the 

■ '■ to procure^ orrech.’ Ti'ovie whc'.se 

money held out were nca v.-iibotiL i:i;e;r iTO!i'’.tfl. Tlse 
Mindanayan.s were a £>( f;pi(:'*(je;!il!y in ilieii- ve.si-nt- 
ineiits. Whilst the Cygnei: lay j;,l- slxieeii 

Buccaneers were buried, mi'-sL'of wlK-ni, Daiui'lc-r Siiy.-;', 
died by poison. ‘The people of Miniianeo aie cx]if:ri: 
‘at poisoning, and will do ir tipo:i sn;ad oecasieus, 
‘Nor did our men wani; for giving OiTt ncis ei.lin'r !>y 
‘rogueries, or by famiii arises wiih I’li'l'i* woiueti, eveu 
‘before their husbands’ faces. They have poisons 
‘which are slow and lingering; for some wljo woi'o 
‘poisoned at Mindanao, did not die till ni.i’jy moiith.s 
‘after.’ 

Towards the end of the year they began to rnalce 
preparation for sailing. It was then discovered that 
the bottom of the tender was oaten through by worms 
in such a manner that she would scarcely swim longer 
in port, and could not possibly be made lit for sea. 
The Cygnet was protected by a sheathing which 
covered her bottom, the worms not being able to 
penetrate farther than to the hair which tvas between 
the sheathing and the main plank. 

In the beginning ol* .'laruiavy (TOST;, tiie Cyg!:?! was 
removed to without tbc bur* oi! il.e river. W]ill.-,t 
she lay there, and when Oiiptain Sv.’.in was on .shore, 
his Journal was accidentally hft out. and liicrioby 
liable to the inspection of the crenv, soiiio of whom 
had the curiosity to look in it, and found there the 
misconduct of several individuals on board, noted down 
in a manner that seemed to threaten an after-reckoning. 
This discovery increased the discontents against Swan 
to such a degree, that when he heard of it he did 
not dare to trust himself on board, and the discon- 
tented party took advantage of his absence arid got 
the ship under sail. Captain Swan sent on board 
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Mr. Harthope, one of the Supercargoes, to see if he 
could effect a reconciliation. The principal mutineers 
shewed to Mr. Harthope the Captain’s Journal, ‘and 
‘repeated to him all his ill actions, and they desli'od 
‘ that ho would take the command of the ship ; but ho. 
‘refused, and desired them to tarry .a little^ longer 
‘whilst he went on shore and communed with the 
‘Captain, and he did nou question but all differences 
‘would be reconciled. They said they w’ould wait till 
‘two o’clock; but at fovr o’clock, Mr. Harthope not 
‘having returned, and no boat being seen coming 
‘from the shore, they made sail and pub to sea with 
‘the ship, leaving their Commander and 116 of the 
‘crew at Mhidanao.’ Hampier was among those who 
went in the ship; bub he disclaims having had any 
share in the nnitiny. 


OHAPTEB XXI 

The Cygnet departs from Mindanao. At the Ponghou Isles. At thei 
Five Islands, Dainpier’s Account of the Five Islands. They are named 
the Bashee Islands. 

It was on the 14th of January the Cygnet sailed from 
before the Eiver Mindanao. The crew chose one John 
Eecd, a Jamaica man for their Captain. They steei'ed 
Westward along the coast of the South side of the 
Island, ‘ which here tends W b S, the land of a good 
‘height, with high hills in the country.’ The loth, 
they were abreast a town named Chambongo [in the 
cliarts Samboa.ngan] which Dampier reckoned to be 60 
leagues distant from the Eiver of Mirid.anao. The 
Spaniards had formerly a fort there, and it is said to 
be a good harbour. ‘At the distance of two or three 
leagues from the coast, .are many .small low Islaruls or 
.Keys; and two or three leagues io ilw Soui.li.war'<i ef 
these Keys is .a long Island streLching XE and S^\' 
about twelve leagues*.’ 

* Dampier, Vol. I, Chap. 14. The long Island is njimed Basseelan in 
the charts ; but the shape there given it does not agree well vi?ith Dampier's 
description, 
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When they worn past the SW part of Mindanao, 
they saiJoLl Northward towards Manila, pluiirleriiig the 
country vessels that came in tAtnv way. What "was 
seen here of the coasts is noticed slightly and with 
uncertainty, 'they met two Miiulanao vessels laden 
with ^ilks and calicoes: and near Manila they took 
some Spanish vossc.ls, one. of W'hich had a cargo of rice. 

From, the Philippine TslancHj! they went to the Island 
P’i’ i { :• ■ ■ ■ !■'. > of the men w'ho had been 

'-i'' 1 . i: i. ‘They w'ere opened Ivy 
‘tlie sni'geon, in compliance with their dying reqni'st, 
‘and tlicir livan‘3 were fomid black, light, and dry, like 
‘ pieces of cork.’ 

From Pnlo Condoro they went cruising to the (Sulf 
of Siam, and to diiferent £)arts of the Ciiina Seas. 
What tlieir succors w.is, Dainnior did not think i)ropor 
to tcdl, for it would not admli: of being palliated under 
the term Buccaneering. Among th(iir better projects 
and contrivances, one, -wiiieh coulil only have laeen 
undertaken by men conJident in th(?i.f own seamanship 
and de.xterity, was to soarcli at the Pi-aia Island and 
Shoal, for treasure which had been wrecked there, the 
recovery of which no one had ever before ventured to 
attempt. In pursuit of this scheme, they unluckily 
fell too far to leeward, aud were unable to beat up 
against the wind. 

In .Inly they wont to the Ponghou Islands, exi^ecting 
to find there a ])ort w- Ivich woiikl be a safe retreat. On 
the 2i)th of that month, they arichored at one of the 
Islands, where they found <a large town, and a Tartar 
garrison. This was not a place where they could rest 
with ease and security. Having the wind at SW, they 
again got under sail, aud directed their course to look 
for some Islands which in the charts were laid down, 
between Formosa aud Luconia, w'ithout .any name, hut 
marked with the figure 5 to denote their number. 
These Eucc.^■neel•s, or rather 2)irate3, had no other in- 
formation concernh]g the Five Islands than seeing them, 
on the charts, and hoped to finrl them -withont inli-abitants. 

Dam fleer’s account of the Five Islands would lose in 
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many respects if privon in any other than his own 
words, which iltorc-rore, are here tr.anprT‘ibv'’f]. 

‘August the '-v'c mads 1.I10 I-:1auil.s; the wind 

''was at South, and we fetched in with the Western- 
‘most, which is the largest, on which we saw goats, 
‘but could not got anchor-ground, therefore we stood 
‘over to others about three leagues from this, and the 
‘next forenoon anchored^in a small Bay on the East 
‘side of the Easternmost Island in fifteen fathoms, a 
‘cable’s lengtli from the shore; and before our sails 
‘were furled we had a hundred small boats aboard, 
‘with three, four, and some with six men in them. 
‘There were three large- Lowiss on l;30 slioj-r; wii.bin ihe 
‘distance of a league. 'Most oC onr people b.dng elol'!, 
‘(for w'e had been forced to turti in clo-si' wiih ail sail 
‘abroad, and when we anelioivd, I'urlod .'ill al: once) 
‘and our dock being sotm full of Indiiin nal i we 
'were at first alarmed, and began to get our small- 
‘arms ready; but they were very quiet, only they 
‘ picked up such old iron as they found upon our deck. 
‘At last, one of our men perceived one of them taking 
‘an iron pin out of a gun cairiage, and laid hold of 
‘him, upon which he -i' -I «■ r. .u-.-l -'h- -■ I..it -il 

‘into their boats or ! •■••• y i! .,,!. au -y 

‘for the shore. But when we pcivccived their fright, 
‘we made much of him w’e had in hold, and gave Jiirn 
‘a small piece of iroii, with which we lot him go, and 
‘he immediately leaped ov^erboard and swam to his 
‘consorts, -who hovered near the ship to see the issue. 
‘Some of the boats came presently aboard again, and 
‘they were always aftei-Avard very honest and civil. 
‘We jn-esently after this, sent our canoe sn shore, and 
‘they made the crew welcome with a drink thej^ call 
‘Bashee, and they sold us some hogs. We bought a 
‘fat goat for an old iron boc.p, a hog of 70 or SO lbs. 
‘weight for two or three pounds of iron, and their 
‘bashee drink and roots for old nails or bullets. 
Tlieir hogs were very sweet, hut many were meazled. 
‘We filled fresh water here at a curious brook close 
by the ship. ^ 
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‘We lay here till the 12th, when we Aveighcd Lo seek 
‘for a better anchoring place. We plied to windward, 
‘and passed between the South Bnd of this Island and 
‘the North end of another Island South of this. 
‘These Islands were both full of ijihabitiinls, but tliere 
‘was ^!io good riding. We stopped a tide under the 
‘Southern Island. The tide*run3 there very strong, 
‘the flood to the North, and it rises and falls eight 
‘feet. It was the loth day of the month before we 
‘found a place we might anqjior at and careen, which 
‘was at another Island not so big as either of the 
‘ forjnor. 

‘We anchored near the North East part of this 
‘smaller Island, against a small sandy hay, in se.ven 
' fathoms clean hard sand, a quarter of a mile from 
‘the shore. We p.r.'.scTuly sot up a tent on the 
‘shore, and eveiy da-)- ftonii! of us went to the 
‘towns of the n.-i lives, and were Irirdly enier- 
‘tained by them. Tlielr bojus mIso caiiie (ui l-o.-nd lo 
‘traffic with us every day: so iliai: lioside.s pcov'islon 
‘for present use, we houglii. iind .s;di.(d 70 or .SO good 
‘fat hogs, and laid up a good slock of ])ot!),Lues and 
‘ yams. 

‘These Islands lie in 20° 20' N.* As they are laid 
‘down in the charts marked only wil.h a (igiiie ol' a, w.; 
‘gave them wdiat naine^- we pie.-ix-d. Tiie DnL.-luiii'Ti 
‘who wore among us iii.iiied l.b.e wliieii 

‘is the largest, the Prin'*c of OrsKigr's l-iliiml. It; is 
‘sevc?n or eight kngnes long, .ab.yiil iwo leag’i-'.s wui(', 
‘and lies almost North and an In OsMO-re Island Wiis 
‘not inhabited. It is high land, and evini .ai tdia 
‘top, with steep cliffs ago iri^L (.he .sis'i ; jVh- wliicii reason 
‘we could not go ashore liieiv*, as we did on all ihc 
‘ rest. 

‘The Island where we first anchored, we called the 
‘Duke of Grafton’s Isle, having married my wife out 
‘of his Dutchess’s family, and leaving her at Arlington 

• M, de Survilic In 1769, and much more letely Captain A, Murray of 
the Entflitj? E, I. Company’* Scrvke, found the South end of Monmsuth 
Island to '« in 20' 17' N, 
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‘House ab my going nlivoaH. CfafLon T^ilo is aboiil four 
‘leagues long, stTei-;:l!;5;ig Xovi'u ami Soulh, ami one and 
‘a half wide. 

‘Tiic other great Island our seamon nailed the Duke 
‘of Momnoutk’s Maud. 3t is about three leiiguos lung, 
‘and a league wide. ^ * 

‘ The two smaller Islands, which lie belAvoen Mon- 
‘ mouth, and the South*' end of Orange Island; the 
‘ Wnatoi'nmost, which is the smallest, we called Goat 
‘ Island, from the niimher of goats we saw thei’e. The 
‘Easternmost, ab ^vhich wc careened, our men unani- 
‘mously called Basliee Island, be--.- ; - .-I'i-'i' 

‘quimtil.y of that liquor which y 

‘day. This drink called Bashee, ti ■ n..i's'' i 'i 

‘the .lulce of the sugar-cane, to i- >• 

‘small t)lack berries. It is -woll boil. ;! ■: n i.,!: i: 

‘great jars, in which it stands tl ■ • < ;■ A.-.n- .! ly ^ 
‘ferment. Then it settles clear, and Is prosnnliy fii, to 
‘drink. T]i!.sis;;n (ixneiicjil liquor, sii-(.Jig, and 1’ believe! 
‘wholesome, aiid mncli Jik(! our l-inglish beta' boLh 
‘in colour and taste. Our men drank briskly of ii 
‘during several weeks, and wta-o n-eqneut.ly di-nnk 
‘with it, and never sick in consequence. The natives 
‘sold it to us very cheap, and from the j)lentiful use 
‘of it, our men called all these Islands the Bashee 
‘Islands. 

‘T(j 11 le Northward of the Five I.slands are two high 
‘rocks.’ ‘‘I'!;. •• ro.’,? a'-.r u.-i inserted in r)<Tmpior’,s 
mauuscri].:, ('■.•i: : a:.-;! <-i;Iy . ne of tlunu in the jmb- 
lishcd Chf.-: ; v. ... i,.* -iferred, that the other 

was beyond the limit of the CliarL] 

‘These Islanders are short, squat, people, generally 
‘round visaged w’ith thick eyebrows; their eyes of a 
‘hazel coloui’, small, yet bigger than those of the 
‘Chinese; they have short low noses, their toetli 
‘ white ; their hair black, thick, and. lank, wluc;h they 
‘ wear short ; theii’ skins are of a dark copper coloiir. 

‘ They wear neither hat, cap, nor turban to keep oh; the 
‘sun. The men ha.d a cloth about their waist, i and the 
‘women wore short cotton petticoats wdiich readied 
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‘belo-w tlic kneo. Those jjoople hatl iron^ but ■u-hence 
‘ it caino we knew not. The ho%s they build are much 
‘alter the fashion of oiir Deal yawls, but smaller, and. 
‘every man has a boat, which he builds himself. They 
‘have also largo boats, which will carry 4.0 o]- 60 ras^ 
‘each.' ^ 

‘They are neat and cleanly in. their persons, and are 
‘withal the fiuictost and civil^st people I ever met with. 
‘I could never perceive them to be angry one witli 
‘another. I have admircct to see 20 or 30 boats 
‘aboard oxir ship at a time, all quiet and endea,vouring 
‘to help each other on occasion; and if cross accidents 
‘happened, they caused no noise nor appearouce of 
‘distaste. 'When any of us c.aine to their houses, they 
‘would entortaiir us with such thing.s as their houses 
‘or plantations woidcl afford: and if they had no 
‘ba.shee at home, would buy of their neighbours, and 
‘sit down and drink freely with us; yet neither thou 
‘nor sober eoiikl I ever perceive tlicin to be out of 
‘ humour. 

‘ I never observed them to worship anything; they 
‘had no idols; neiilu.-r di<l I perceive (.hat one iruiii 
‘was of greater power than .•.mother; tlioy .sieeinrd to 
‘be all equal, only every man ruling in liis ov.-n house, 
‘and children res])oci.ii)g .'md h.or.oiu'ing l.iu'i!;' )i;!T.>nt.“* 
‘Yet it is prol).'d'»l(5 Jlny l;av<j .some law or cirsiojo by 
‘ which they are governed ; for whilst we lay hero 
‘ we saw n young Jiitm buried alive iu the earth, and it 
‘w'as for theft, as far .as we could understand from 
‘ tliom. There was a great deep hole dug, and abun- 
‘cl.'ince of pcoido caine to the place to take their last 
‘ farewell of him. Ojio woman i)a.rticuliirly made great 
‘lamentations, .and took off the coudeiuned ])er.son’s 
‘e,‘ir-ring.-j. Wo supiKwod her to bo his im>ther. After 
‘ho had taken leave of her, .and some olhoi'.s, lie wan 
‘put into the pit, and covered over with cavLlt. lie 
‘tlid not struggle, but yielded very quiolly to his 
‘ puuisliineut, and they ci‘,annned the earth close upon 
‘him, ind stilled him. 

'Monmouth and Grafton Isles are very liilly with 
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‘steep precipices; and ,ivb other from J’car oi; pirates, of 
‘foreign enemies, or i'MCtions jnnong their own clans, 
‘ their towns and villages are built on the most steep 
‘and inaccessible of these precipices, and on the sides 
‘ of rocky hills ; so that in some of their towns,^ three 
‘or four rows of houses Gtand one above another, in 
‘ places so steej) that they go up to the ‘first row with a 
‘ladder, and in the same manner ascend to every 
‘street upwards. Grafton and Monmouth Islands are 
‘very thick set with these hills and towns. The two 
‘ small Islands are flat and even, except that on Basheo 
‘ Island there is one steep craggy hill. The reason why 
‘Orange Island has no inhabitants, though the largt'st 
‘and as fertile as ai.'v of i.li.'rc Island.-?, I i:ake to be, 
‘because it is level a-iid oxnosed to ailack; and for the 
‘same reason, Goal:- Island, Ixdiig low and even, hath 
‘no inhabitants. We saw no houses built on any open 
‘plain ground. Their houses are but small and low, 

‘ the roofs about eight feet high. 

‘The vallios are well watered with brooks of fresh 
‘water. The fruits of these Islands are plantains, 

‘ bananas, pine-apples, pumpkins, yam.s and other 
‘roots, and sugar-canes, which last they u.-e nio.-illy fur 
‘their bashee drink. Here are plenty of goats, and 
‘hogs; and but a few fowls. They had no grain of 
‘any kind. 

‘On the 2Gth of September, our ship was driven to 
* sea, by a strong gale at N b W, which made her 
‘drag her anchors. Six of the crew were on shore, 
‘who could not get on board. The Aveiulier cmuiiuied 
‘ stormy till the 29th, The 1st of October we recovered 
‘the, anchorage from which we had been driven, and 
‘ irn media Lely the natives brought on board our .six 
‘seaiuon, -who related that after the ship was out of 
‘ sight, the natives were more kind to them than they 
‘liad been before, and tried to persuade them, to cut 
‘ their hair short, as was the custom among themselves, 
•offering to each of them if they wceuld, a , young 
‘umman to wife, a i)ie..:e of Land, and ii‘(:;n.;?’:is ft for a 
V)lantcr, These od'ers were declined, but the natives 
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‘were not the loss kind; on wfeich accoimfc we made 
‘them a present of three whole liars of iron.’ 

Two days after this reciprocation of kindness, the 
Buccaneers bid farewell to these friendly Islanders. 


CHAPTER XXXI 

The Cygnet, At the Philippines, Ca'ebes, and Timor. On tlie Coast of 
New Holland. End of the Cygnet, 

Flioii: the Bashee Islands, the Cygnet steered at !!t.s(; 
SSW, with the wind at West, and on that course 
passed ‘close to the Eastward of certain small Lsland.s 
‘ that lie jtist by the North end of the I.sland Luconia.’ 

They went on Southward by tho East of the Philip- 
pine .Islands. On Lite 1-lbh, they were near n small 
low woody Island, which Dampier reckoned to lie 
East 20 leagues from the SE end of Mindanao. The 
,16th, they anchored between the small J.^l;mrl.s Cjuidigar 
and Sarangan; but afterwards found at the N\V end 
of the Eastern of the two Islands, a good and con- 
venient small cove, into which they went, and careened 
the ship. They heard here that Captain Swan and 
those of the crew left with hina, were still at the 
City of Mindanao. 

The Cygne-i, and her restless crew continued wander- 
ing about the Eastern Seas, among the PhiUppin<? 
Islands, to Celebes, and to Timor. December the 27tb.. 
steering a Southerly course, they passed by the West 
side of Rotto, and by another small Island, near the 
SW end of Timor. Dampier says, 'Being now clear 
* of all the Islands, and having the wind at 'AVest and 
‘ W b N, we steered away SSW,* intending to touch 
‘ at New Holland, to see what that country v/ould 
‘ afford ns.’ 

The ■v^ind blew fresh, and Ifcpt them under low sail ; 
sometinlles with only their courses set, and sometimes 

* Manuscript Journal, 
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with reefocl topsails, ^he 31st at noon, their* latitude 
w'iis 18“ 20 ' S. i\bout4en o’clock at night, they ta,ckeil 
.•nicl stood to the Northward for fear of a shoal, which 
their charts laid down in the track they were sailing, 
and in latitnde 13“ 50' S. At three in the inqrning, 
they tacked again and 'stood S b W and SSW. As 
soon as it was light, they perce.iv'ed a low Island 
and shoal right ahead. This shoal, by tlicir re(;koning, 
is in latituclo 13“ 50', and lies S b W from the West 
end of Timor.* ‘It is a small spit of sand appearing 
‘ just above the w'ater’s edge, -with several. r(.)cks about 
‘ it eight nr ten feet liigh above water. It lies in a 
‘ triangular form, each side in extent about a league 
‘ and a half. Wo could not weather it, so bore away 
‘ roiuui the East end, and stood again to the SouLh- 
‘ ward, pas.siiig dose hy it and sounding, but found 
‘ no ground. This shoal is laid down in our drafts not 
‘ above 10 or 20 leagues from New Holland ; but we 
‘ ran afterwards 60 leagues making a course due South, 
‘ before we fell in with the coast of New Holland, 

‘ which we did on January the 4th, in latitnde 16' 50' 
‘ S.’ Dampier remarks here, that unless they were set 
Westward by a current, the coast of New Holland 
must have been laid down too far Westward in the 
charts; but he thought it not probable tlnifc they 
were deceived by cm*reuts, because the tides on that 
part of the coast were found very regular ; the Hood 
sotting tow!ird.s the NIS. 

The coast hove was low and lo\'el, W'i1.h sand-hanks. 
The Cygnet sailed along the shore Nhl b E 12 leagues, 
when she cnnio to a point of land, with an Island so 
near it that shic could not pass between. A league 
t'el'oio (■(■■miiig u) shis point, (Iiat is to .say, Westward 
(if till! jiiiiiii, was a shoal which ■ ;? i'--' 

main-land a league. Beyond the ;,;i, 

• In the printed Voyage, thu shoal is niLslakcnly said to lie S b \V from 
the Ka.st end nf Timor, The M.-i;iiiscripl Journal, and tlic track of tlia 
ship as marked in ths! charts to the ist volume ol Dampicr’s, Vo3afres, 
agree in making the place of the shoal S b W from the W.^(fct end of 
Timor ; whence they had last taken their departure, and from which their 
reckoning was kept, 
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B^fc, and Bast Soutliorly,'' mining a deep bay with 
ma,ny Islands in it. On the%th, they anchored in 
this bay, aboat two miles from, the shore, in 29 
fatlioins. The 0th, they ran nearer in and anchored 
about; four miles Eastward of the point before meu- 
tioncd, and a iuile distant fwin the nearest shore, in 
IS fathoms dv^pili, i.]’.;' boLLOiji eloaii .?and. 

People were seen on ibe Niml, and a bcvit w.is som. 
to endeavour to make ae.'iiiain: anco Avith theni: bin; 
the natives did nou waii;.* Tiieir bnliita.dons ■AOi.e 
sought for, hut iione wcj-e found. Tiu; soil Iv'ro "ivas 
dry iijid sandy, yet fivsii '.valor iva.3 rcu.od by digging 
for it. They v.fu ped. il;e .',!>> p into a- ^inall sandy cove, 
at a .si)ring iide, a.s nu* r.s s!>e wieilil il')!U-. and a-I: low 
Avater she Avas high aground, lUo sand bi-ing dry 
AviLhout her half a mile; for ilie .sea, ro^e and fi.'ll 
here a, bout five fathoms perpend i-'nla-vly. Iiitri’ig the 
neap tides, the ship lay Avliolly aground, the .soa noi; 
approaching nearer than Avithiu ;t biindred yards of 
her- Turtle and manatee were .stniek here', a-s innch 
every day a.s serA’ed the whole crew. 

Boats AV'ont from the sliip to diflbrent i^arts of the 
bay ill search of pi‘Ovi.sions. For a consideT'able time 
they met Avitli no inhabitants-, but at length, a party 
going to one of the I.sland.s, saAA' tlioro about forty 
natives, men, AA'omen, and children. ‘The Islanil Avas 
‘ too .small for them to conceal themselves. The men 
‘ at iiivst made tbre.atoning motions Avitli lances and 
‘Avoodea .-wores, bin. ;i luuskei, Ava.s fired to scare 
‘ ihoin, and i.bey .‘Jiood. .siill, Tbe Avomi-n snatched up 
‘ilu'ir induifs and laij away bowling, their other 
‘ children running after .siiiieakiug and liawling. Some 
‘ invalids Avho could not get away lay by tlio fire 
‘making a doleful noise; but after a slioid time tliey 
‘ greAV seu.'!ibl(! that no mi.schief Ava.s intended them, 
‘ and IJiey bcoauie <iniet.’ Those avIio had lied, .soon 
returned, and some presents made, succeeded in 
rendering them familiar. Damjjier roJatc.s, ‘we lilled 
‘ soinel of our barrels with Avater at Avells, Avhich 
‘ bad been dug by the natives, but it being trouble- 
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' some to get to our we thought to have made I 

‘ these men help us, ^o which end we put on them | 

‘ some old ragged clothes, thinlcing this finery Avould | 

‘ make them willing to he employed. We then I 

‘ brought our now servants to the wells, and -put a | 

‘ haiTcl on the shoulders ’df each; but all the signs ws | 

‘ could make were to no purjiose, for they stood like I 

‘statues, staring at one anothei* and grinning like so I 

‘ many monkies. I’licse poor creatures seem not ac- ; 

‘ customed to carry burthens, and I believe one of our ‘ 

‘ ship-boys of ten years old would carry as much as 1 

‘ one of their men. So we were forced to carry our < 

‘ water ourselves, and they very fairly put otf the | 

‘ clothes again and laid them down. They had no I 

‘ groat liking to them at fmst, neither did they seem | 

‘ to admire any thing that we had.’ I 

‘The inhabitants of this country are the most 
‘ miserable people in the world. The Hottentots com- I 

‘ pared with them are gentlemen. They have no 
‘houses, animals, <•:■ ■< :h';y. Their persons are tall, i 

‘straight-bodied, li-':. v long limbs; tlic-y have | 

‘ great heads, round foreheads, and great brows. I 

‘ Their eyelids are always half closed to keep the flies * 

‘ out of their eyes, for they are so troublesome here * 

‘ that no fanning will keep them from one’s face, so 
‘ that from their infancy they never open their eyes 
‘as other people do, and therefore ili',;y cfiiinoi; see 
‘far, unless they hold up their heads iis ii‘ rhoy were i 

‘ looking at something over them. They have great 
‘ bottle noses, full liiDS, wide months : the two fore- 1 

‘ teeth of their tipper jaw are wentinp; in all of them: 

‘ neither have tlioy any beards. 'I'lii-ir hair is black, 

‘ short, and curled, and their skins coal black like 
‘ that of the negroes in Gniiaea. Their only food is 
‘fish, and they constantly search for them at low 
‘ water, and they make little weirs or dams with 
‘ stones across little coves of the sea. At one time, 

‘ our boat being among the Islands seeking foif game, 

‘ espied a drove of these people svviiuming frchi one 
‘Island to another; for they have neither boats, 
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‘ canoes, nor bark-logs. We aJ't^ys gave them victuals 
‘ wlieiJ we met any of them. .after the first time 

‘ of our being among them, they did not stir for our 
‘ coming.’ 

It djgserves to bn remarked to the credit of human 
n.aturo, that these poor people, in .description the 
most wretched of mankind«in .'ill ■, il;;-,: 

read of, stood their ground for i!!.* ' r>i' !!!,‘ i' 

women and childreji, ag.aius^ th.: ! jvi :i;' - 

prise at hearing the re])ort of fi:-* jv .■■i-. 

The Cygnet remained at this 
till the 12th of March, and then :-ii - ■.viid, p. 
the West coast of Sumatra. 

On the 2Sth, they fell in with a small woody unin- 
habited Island, in latitude 10“ 20' S, .and, by U,airipier’s 
reckoning, 12“ 6' of longitude from the part of New 
Holland at which they had been. There was too great 
depth of water every where round the Island for 
anchorage. A landing-place was found near the SW 
point, and oji the Island a vmall l)fOt>Ic of fi'CsTi wf.l.er; 
but the surf would not aduiit of any i,o be talicii oil! 
to the ship. Large craw-iisli, hoobio.-?, fuid meu-or-war 
birds, wore caught, as many as served j’or a, iii:jal for 
the whole crew. 

April the 7 th, they made the coast of Sumatra. 
Shortlj' after, at the Nicobar Islands, Dampier aud 
some others qnitind the Cygnet. Bead, the Captain, 
and those wlio yet remained with him, continued 
their piratical cruising in the Indian Seas, till, after 
a v.ariety of adventures, and changes of commanders, 
they put into St. Augiistine’s Bay in. the Island of 
M.adagascar, by which time the ship was in so crazy a 
condition, that the crew abandoned her, and she sunk 
at her anchors. Some of the men embarked on board 
Ifiu'opean ships, and some engaged themselves in the 
service of the petty princes of that T.sl;uid. 

Daminer roturiied to England in 16'Jl. 
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OBITER XXIII 

Frcp.ch Buccaneers under Francois Grogrniet and Le Picard, to the Death 
^ Grognict. 

H.wixg accojnpjinicd the Cygnet to her end, the 
History nnist again be taken back to tho breakbig up 
of tho general confederacy of Buccaneers ■which took 
place at the Isliuid Quibfi. to give a cojinectetl narra- 
tive of the proceedings of the ITrencli adventurers from 
that period to their quitting the youth Se;i. 

Three hundred and forty-one French Huccaneevs (or 
to give them their due, iirmiteers, wnir then existing 
between 3fra.ncn and Spain) separated from ICdward 
Davis in July 36S5, choosing for their leader Oaptaiii 
Franc, 'o Is G rogniot. 

They luid a small ship, two small harks, and some 
liiigC! CfUKX's, which were insufficient ■* t -v-n-^ tl'."’:’ 
l)eiiig incoMimoclc-d I'oc want of ro. : *:■ ■■ d[' 

was so ill provide.l wilh sails as to i ■ ; .■r'ii.d :'o:' 

cciiisiiig at. sea. I’l'cy \v<:rc likewise hed 

wilh |ll•l)\■isi(ms, and iK'c. ssity for a j ■ . : ■■■ 

their enterprises to the jdaces on iho (xiast of Xc'W 
(Spain in tho neighbourhood oi Qaiim. TIic rcn' us of 
3?aeblo Niicvo, Ria Loxa, Nicoyn. r.iid ol.hei.--, "wei'e. 
plundered by them, some more than oticc', by which 
they obtained provisions, and llrrle of other ]ilnndec. 
except prisonoT's, from whom ihcw o.\l!.»cled ransom 
eitlier in iirnvisions or money. 

In Novcinhcr, they' attacked tho town of Ria. Lexa. 
Whilst in the ])ort, a Spanisli CCiii-. r deiiven d io llicm 
a letter from tht! Yicar-Ccru'ral of liie piovinc..', of 
Costa Ilii.'ii, wrilK M lo iiii'i'i-m iliat a, icir'e f<ii- 

tvvejity year;; J-.id li>-eii CMiicliuI- d l.i.-i wei-n I'lv-iicc and 
Spain. 'J'iiC; Vi'-ai-Ceui-raJ ila-iefucr j ■.■.niiivd of l i cm 
to forbear committing fartlio.r bostilily, and olVcre.il in 
give them safe conduct over laud to the Nortli Sc'a, 
and a passage to Europe in the galeons of liis|Ca,tholio 
Majesty to as many as should desire it. Tnis offer 
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not according with tlic inclinations of the adventurers 
tiiey declined accepting it, and,l^ifc]iont entering into 
cnfjiitry, professed to disbelieve me intelligence. 

November the hlth, they wore near the point Biirica. 
Lnssaii says, ‘ wo admired the ploas;int appearance of 
‘ the Iftnd, and among other things, a walk or avenue, 
‘foi'xned by five rows of co?oa-nufc trees, wbicli ox- 
‘ tended in contiunation alcftig llie coast 15 leagues, 
‘with as inuoib regularity as if they had been planiicd 
‘by line.’ » 

fn the beginning of .Tanuary IGSO, two hundred and 
thij'l.y of tbese Bucca-ncers went in canoes from Qniho 
a, gainst Cliiriiputa, a small Spanish town on the C!on- 
tiiK'iit, between Point Biirica and the Island Qniho. 
Oliirhpiita is situated uji a i;.avigai»!e r-ud at 

some distance from the t-.-r ‘i! Vu-i, ; i '■,■.■■■ 

‘are eight or ten Islan.!-, an i :• o i -..i'; I i!i-^ ■ i 
‘ breaks at low water; : I • ^ , a: •> :'’n '!.■ . tv i <■ ' 

‘tliein through which sliiui: nia.y p!i~s’.’ 

The Buccaneers arrived in liie night at the entra-nco 
of the river, an perceived by the Spaniards : but being 
without guidfis, and in the dark, they mistook and 
landed on the -wi'ong side of the river. They were 
two days occupied in discovering the right way, bnt 
were so well concealed by the woods, that at daylight 
on the morning of the third, day they came upon llie 
town and surprised the whole of the iiihiibllants, who, 
says Lussan, had been occuined the last two days in 
(Itsputing whii.-h of tia-m .vluadd keep watch, and go 
the rounds. 

Lussan riJales hern, ihat liimself and five others 
were decoyed to pursue a few Spaniards to a distance 
from the town, where they were suddenly attacked 
by one hnudred and tAventy men. Ho and liis com- 
panions however, he says, played their i:ia.rts an hour 
and a half ‘ en vrai Flibustiers,’ and laid thirty of the 
enemy- on the ground, by which time they were 
relieved by the arriv-al of some of their friends. They 

• A|\'oya£fe by Edward Cooke, Vol, I, p. 371, London, 171a. , 
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set fire to the town, and got ransom for their 
prisoners: in what tlM ransom consisted, Lussan has 
not said. ^ 

Their continuance in one station, at length in’cvailecl 
on the Spaniards to collect and send a force against 
them. They had taken some pains to instil into the 
Spaniards a belief that Shey inl.ciiilod ii> erect forlifi- 
cations and establish themsehes at Qiiibo. ’Ihoir 
view in this it is not easy to coiijcctiu c;, nnitiss it was 
to discourage their prisoners from idoiuling I'overiy; 
for they obliged those from whom they could not got 
money, to labour, and to procure bricks and materials 
for building to be sent for tJieir ransom. On the 27th 
of January, a small fleet of Spanish ve-?<=!o!.? approached 
the Island Quibo. The buccaneer ship -was wiilujiii; 
cannon, and lay near the entrance of a river which 
bad only depth sufficient for their small vessels. The 
Buccaneers therefore took out of the shiji all tbat 
could be of use, and ran 1 ■* a :".-i : ai ■! \'. '■ llieir 
small bai’ks and canoes ' o i:i !;;■■ j-ivcj'. 

The Spaniards set fire to the abandoned ship, and 
remained by her to collect the iron-work; but they 
shewed no disposition to attack the French in the 
river; and on the 1st of Fehrnary, they dcpaited 
from the Island. 

The Buccane ;■ ' ■'.••• ..Thi sot h.-iid to 

work to build ■■ ■ .-i, i . -i v- • i;*, ihis irmrith 

of FebTnary, fourteen of their miinlu-:' dit-d by .‘-•ich- 
ncss and accidents. 

They had projected an attack upon Granada, but 
want of present subsistence obliged tljcrn to seek 
supply nearer, and a detachment was sent with that 
view to the riv(',v of Pueblo Nuevo. Some vessels of 
the Spanish flotilla whiclx had lately been at Quibo, 
were lying at anchor in the river, which the Flibustiers 
mistook for a party of the English Biiceanoers. In this 
belief they went within pistol-sliot, and hailed, .and 
were then undeceived by receiving for answer a volley 
of musketry. They fired on the Sp.aniards iii? return, 
hut were obliged to retreat, aud in this afiair they 
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lost four inon killed outright, and hetween 80 and 40 
were wounded, , 

Preparatory to iDieiulH exp.-dii iou againM. 

Granada, they agreed up-in i-rna i:e._".i!ari(nis fru; piii- 
serving discipliiio and oi-dor, !l;-! pririeinal aTi.i.-Jf!^ of 
which^ wei’e, that coward ice, ihci’!,, dj-uMliLin.vss, <'i' 
disobedience, should bepuui.s&ed with forfciuiro o;‘ ai] 
share of booty taken. , 

On the evening of the 22nd, they were near the en- 
trance of the Gulf of Nicoya^in a little fleet, consisting 
of two small harks, a row-galloy, and nine hii'ge 
canoes. A toimado cainc on in, iho nigiu. whicli dis- 
persed them a good deal. At dayligiiL lli.ey were 
siu'prisod at counting thirteen sail in company, and 
before they discovered which was the strange vessel, 
five more sail came in sight. They soon joined t'acdi 
other, and the p’’ev''d vn be a party of 

the Buccaneers (-f di';-*-! ’I .v. u! y head. 

To^vnley had ]>..!•;. x! <■ . !|-aay n not Quite 

two months before. JLIis coinnjiny con.sisled of 115 
men, embarked in a ship and live large canoes. 
Townley had advanced with Isis canoes .aloiig the coast 
before his ship to seek provisions, lie and his inon 
being no better off in that re.-sti.d; than Grogni.it and 
Ins followers. On their meeting .- 1 = abovv' re'.Mied, Iho 
Fi'cnch did not forget Townley’s former overbearing 
conduct tow^ards them: they, however, limited their 
vengeance to a short triumph. Lussan says, ‘we now 
‘ tinding oui'sclv(-s the strongest, called to mind the ill 
‘offices he had done us, and to show him our rcseut- 
‘ mont, wo made him and his men in the canoes with 
‘him our prisoners. AVe then boarded his shif), of 
‘ which we made oursclv'es masters, and pretended that 
‘we would keep her. We let them remain some time 
‘ under this apprehension, after which we made them 
‘see that we were more honest and civilized people 
‘ than they were, and that we would not profit of our 
‘ advantage over them to revenge ourselves ; for after 
‘keeping possession about four or live hours, we rc- 
‘ turned io them their ship and all that had been taken 
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‘from tlierar The English shoAverl their sense of 
this moderation by ^ifering to joiji in the attack 
on Granada, whiciT oll'cr was iiumediately ac- 
cepted. 

The city of Granada is situated in a valley border- 
ing on the Lake of Nicaragua, and is about 10 Ittagiies 
distant from Leon. Tfife IBucijancers were px’onded 
with guides, and to avo^l giving the Spaniai'ds sus- 
picion of their design, Townley’s ship and the two 
barks were left at anchor near Capo Elaneo, whilst 
the force de.stined to be employed against Granada 
proceeded in the canoes i.o the i)lace at wiiicdi it was 
yn’oposed to laud, directions being left xvith the ship 
and balks to follow in duo Lime. 

The 7th of April, 315 Buce.-n-eer.-? hinded from the 
canoes, about twenty loagu-.s NW’-wavd of (i'upe 
Blanco, and began their mcrcli, (;oni!ri(!ii;d t»y l.bvC 
guides, who led them through wi)-.)d.s .iiid imfroipuiiited 
ways. They travelled night and dfiy iili vlni Siib, in 
hopes to reach the city before they were di;-ieo\ (!ri;d 
by the inhabitants, or their having landed should be 
];i]ov. !i l)y I Ilf: Spau'ards. 

'I'lio [irovitice oi Nicaragua, in wliioh Granada afands, 
is .1 ertoficd ()!ie of i.lie juo.si, fi-.riilein X,.iw .Spain. 'J'lio 
disCauce i'r.iin wlu're (.!«e Uueeaneers lauded, to t.lie 
ciiy. may lie ( st.imafed .about fii) niile.s. Vel. Ibey e.'C- 
pecicii ;o coine n])on it by surprise: and in facr iliey 
did. I ravel tirr gi-ealer j>.aii of ibe way '.viiboui. lajing 
seen by a.ny itiiia’oii.atii:. .Such ;i niurk e-f t,i;e sl.!iie oi 
the popula-tion, corresponds with all tlie accounts given 
of the wretched tyr.'iniiy exercised by the Syianiards 
over the nations they have conquered. 

The Buccaneers Iiowcvor were discovered in their 
second day’s march, hy peoyde who were fishing in. a 
river, some of ndiom immediately yiosted off with the 
intelligence. TJie Snaniai’ds had some time before boon 
advert;i.sed by a deserter that the Buccaneers designed 
to attack Granada- ; but they were, known to entertain 
designs upon .so many y^laces, and to be so fh^titnating 
in their yilans, that the Spaniards could onty judge 
iJlO 
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f from cerf-ain intelligence M'^here most to guard against 

I their attempts. ^ 

{ On the night of the 9th, fatigue and hunger obliged 

{ the Buccaneers to halt at a sugar plantation four 

leagues distant from the city. One man, unable to 
keep up with the rest, had bqpn takeji prisoner. The 
morning of the 10th, they marched on, and from an 
ominen.-o o\ er vvliich ifioy pa.'sed, had a view of the 
I/ike oi! on wliich. Aver-e seen two vessels sail- 

ing I’rcnn rlie ciiy. Tiic-ris veJsi-ls the iluccauccrs after- 
' wards learnt, ^\’cro freighted with the richest moveables 

Llnit at short mstice the inhabitants had been able to 
embark, to he conveyed for security to an, Tsland in 
the Lake which was 1 wo h^agucs ilL-iarit from the city. 

Granada A\'’a,s large and spacious, Avith magnificent 
eliurches and Avell-built houses. The ground is destitute 
of AV'ator, and the town is supplied from the I-ake ; 
nevertheless there were many large sugar idantaidons 
in the neighbourhood, some of which were like small 
towns, and had handsome clnwches. Granada was 
nob regularly fortified, but had a place of aims sur- 
rounded Avilh a wall, in the natui’S of a citadel, and 
Ill!■tJi.sl,i(^d Aviili c.'Hiiion. The great church was within 
this inclosed part of the town. The Buccaneers airived 
about tAvo o’clock in the afternoon, and imnusdiately 
assaulted the place of arms, which they caiTied Avith the 
loss of four men killed, and eight wounded, most of them 
mortally. The first .-ict of iT'.e victors, according to 
Lussan, was to sing Te IVara iu iho groai: clnnvii ; and 
I the ncixt, to plunder. ProA’isions, military stores, and 

I a quantity of merchandise, AA'ere found in the toAAm, 

I the latter of Avhich \A'as oi little or no aulIuo to tlie 

■ captors. The next day they sent to enquire if the 

I Spjini/irds Avctuld I'linsom the town, <md the merchM.n- 

l dise. It li:id been rumoured i-hat the. Buccaiu'.ers 

I AAmuld be unwilling to desl.roy Granada, because they 

i proposed at some future period to make it tlioir iDaiting 

I place, ip returning to the North iSea, and the Siianiards 

I scarcelA:' condescenjled to make ansAA'cr to the douiazui 

I for ran;^'>m. The .Buccaneers in rcA'cnge set fire, to the 
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houses. ‘ If we could have found boats,’ says Lussan, 
‘to have gone on th^Iake, and could have taken the 
‘ two vessels laden with the I’iches of Granada, we 
‘should have thought this a favourable op])ovtunity 
‘for returning to the AVest Indies.’ 

On tlie 1.0th, they left Granada to return Co the 
coast, which journey 1‘hey per Formed in the most 
leisurely manner. They 'took with them a largo enn- 
non, with oxen to draw it, and some smaller guns 
which they laid upon n'Ade.s. Tin*. wciiLMer m;i.s hot 
and dry, and the road so clsiuded wii.h dosi, .‘i- .■ilmo.-i. 
to stifle both men and be.a.'ii:-!. SuiTivic'-ut lUMvisioii of 
water had not been made Cor iho jeerney, and tlii* 
oxen all died. The cannon w'us of course left on the 
road. Towards the latter part of ■‘’•.o .'•••■.■ "."y. v.vb'v 
and refi'e.shjiients were iirocured at ■ \ , a'* ! 

houses, the inhabitants of which fu- ■ ■ . ■ ■;i. : i,s 

a condition that their dwellings sh » ■ ■! ■ i. 

On the 26th, they arrived at the ■ ■■ .■ 'ii,, i 

in their vessels, taking on boai'd w!'': a : --ii 

priest whom the Spaniards would ■ r. >!■'■,*, a* \;\ d-,:- 
livering up their buccaneer prisoner. Blost of the' men 
wounded in the Granada expedition died of cramps. 

The 28th, they came upon Ria Lexa unexpectedly, 
and m.ade one hundred of the inhabitants prisoners, 
Tly siirli nie.ati?, lit vie could bo gaiuod more than present 
siiMsI'ic-ncc, .and that was rcndirred very precarious by 
the* .Spaniards removing their cattle from the coast. It 
Wcis therefore determined to jjut an end to their nniiroiit- 
able continuance in one T’dace ; but they could not agree 
where next to go. All the English, and one hall of 
the French, were for sailing to the Bay of Panama. 
The other half of the French, 148 in number, with 
Grognict at their head, declared for trying their for- 
tunes North-westward. Division was made of the 
vessels and iirovisions. The whole money which the 
French had accpiirod by their depredations .atnuunted 
to little more than 7000 dolla,rs, and this suiii they 
generously di.stribuiod among tiiose of tlvcir G\junt..ry- 
men who had been la.med or disabled. 
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May the lOfch, they parted company. Tliose 
for the Bay of Panama, of who!^'ro\vuley a^jpoai-a to 
have been rf c.nr--':rd the ha^a. ship, a bark, and 

some large ‘iV -.■ ■i'. proposed an attack on 

the town of I .,i, i- . ;■ !.;i \ i'-lia, at vriiich pla.ee the 
treasufe .from il;e Lima sliips li.nd I-ccm I.ii.ile.l in the 
preceding year, and l.hi.s ]'ro!)?)>;!.l was approvod. 

Tornado :s .'uid heavy rai.-lf; kept tiiem anieag thri 
Keys of Qiiik'o till the iniilulc of ,iinie. Or. 2;iili 
of that month, tliey arrived •oiV ilio Pimia and 

during the day, ti.'oy lay a.l. a disia;!;.-.' li-.e ia'.r.i. 

with sails furled. .Vi nigi’.t ti\c vvi'.i'.rniil p-avi- of 
force made for iho i.iix'i iu ilu> caaotv; bu( i.r.cy bful 
been deceived in tl-.e d'.-i.v.iKa;. l-'ir.diiig i.li!! ;. 
not reach the rivov w’r'c’u ica-l.-^ lo Laveliii b(-Li>ic nay, 
they took down the .sails and masU, and wcrii' ro ihroi! 
leagues distance iVc-'m ihf? lan.i, wiieis! ihey iay all l!io 
da.y [of the 21.st. J.uss.arj, Wf.o was o“ ]''(:.‘iy of 
Buccaneers, says il-.rif; liiey wore ol’iigcd i.o ijraelire 
the same manoeuvre on ihe day foliowiag. in ilie 
middle of the nighi of ilie 22nd, Kn Diieca.neer.s landed 
from the canoes at the entrance of the river. T’ii y 
were some h( i-i’ ‘ • :• !n T ,v” i. >■ t Ti- ■. 

was surprised, ."i.i a. • ' i-'.- ‘ i! ; ii« ir'.-K;.- 
prisoners. T' - v... •\ 'i. ■ .c* ■«.*■ ■ '.> v ; i- i'-. 

rest of the 7 -.i' n. <. '*• ,i: ' 'I ii ■ ;.i 

from Lima, !■; !■ ■ r '< d ' !tii ama, 

had, more than a year before, landed the treasure and 
rich merchandise at Lavelia, as a temporary mea.suro 
of security against the Bucciincers, suited to the occa- 
sion. The G-overnment at Panama, and the other 
proprietors, would not be at the trouble of getting it 
removed to Panama, except in such portions as might 
be required by some pi-esent convenience ; and allowed 
a great part to remain in Lavelia, a place of no de- 
fence, although dmdng the whole time Buccaneers had 
been on the coast of Veragua, or Nicaragua, to whom 
it now became an easy prey, tln-ough indolence and a 
total want of vigilance, as well in the j>roprietoz’s as 
iu thos^ -whom they employed to guard it. 
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Three Spanish harks were riding in the river, one of 
which the crews sti^’1, and so dismantled the other's 
that no use could bo made of them ; but the Buccaneers 
found two boats in serviceable condition at a hinding- 
place a, quarter of a league be.low the town. The 
riches they now saw in |;hcir possession equalled their 
most sanguine expectations, au«l i!' secured, they 
thought would compensj/te for all ror-mcr disirpiromi- 
ments. The merchandise in Lav-elia, was csi imated iu 
value at a million and a half of ])iastres. The gold 
and silver- found there amounted only to 15,000 
piastres. 

The ill’s t day of being masters of Lavelia, was occu- 
pied by the Buccaneers iu making assortments of '.lu; 
most valuable articles of tho merchandise. The next 
morning, they loaded 80 horses with bales, and a guard 
of 80 men went with them to the Inv.ding-placc where 
the two boats above mentioned were lying', hi ilie 
way, one man of this escort was taken by tho Span- 
iards. The two prize boats were by no moans large 
enough to carry all the which the Buccaneers 

proposed to take from i.;.- ; and on that account 

directions had been despatched to the people iu the 
canoes at the entrance of the river to advance up 
towards the town. These dix'ections they attempted 
to execute; but the l.md bordoruig the idver was 
woody, which exiioss :,i iiiij (.’aiioos lo ilin I? re of cl con- 
cealed enemy, and :■ • ••:’ i:'.;rn, ihey desisted 

from adv.ancing, ■ i'., was thougbe 

profier not to send off tlm two lo.-.flc-d boats v.-jLlioiiL a 
strong guard, find they did nor move uiii ing this day. 
illie Buccancoi’s sent a lei ti i* lo rlic; Spanish Alcalde, 
to demand if bo woidd I’ansoin ibo lovi-n, r.ho morciian- 
dise, and tho. prisoners ; !>nt -be A.lccd'de re.ru.sed Lo 
treat with them. In the afternoon tbercL'ore, they sot 
fire to the town, and lufirched to the landing-place 
where the two bofits lay, aiul tlierc res led for the 
night. 

The river of Lavelia is broad, but shallow. ^Vessels 
of forty tons can go a leaguo and a half wi^diin the 
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entenjcfi. Tho jdjsco iis voi; a Ittiguo mikI £». liali 

fartlici’ np, jinu Uio i,o\vu Is ji of a loilff I'lViiti 

the place *. 

On tiio morning of the 23: Ii, iIkj urn boals, J’s 

fS3 begau io f.-i’l ilie livor, havir-.g 

on lioTii-.! jiiin.' num to oondii.^l ihi'in. j'iio main b'jciy 
of Lhe Thiciranei-vs al, i iiii snsne i^ioo njai'c.liOii iil'nig t!:e 
bank on imo .siih.; of tisa i\ii- ilicir |Fiv)LOi:iio!i- A 

body of fS: laniards .sbj‘(.tunod by tlie '.voods, jind nrir,i;.?ii 
by the IJiK.‘f.‘;{nooi’=, kcioi,- pat*! v.'I::b tbovu on tiic; oL:i;-r 
side o:l: ibo at a sma!! v,-iLbin liu: banb. 

The Bn(;c;riT;'K)r.s inad iinirclicd aluni:. a ic.'igiic;, and ifiio 
boats had descended as iv’jien l.b'•y caiiv.' a jioinr 
of land on which the arnl. iin-iecivood gi-ow so 

thick as not to be peniuvaied williout s<>mo Jabouv 
and expense of time, to wideb c.hey did nor ciioosc to 
submit, but preferred making .a. circiuit niilch took 
them about a quarter of a mile from the r!vi-]'. '.riie 
Spaniards on the oppo.-jife side Wiiro on ihe vratcli, 
and not slow in taking advardage of (heir ahsenfo. 
They camo to the bank, wbenco i.Jioy (ircii upon tli" 
ineu in CiKi ]a(h*n l.»oan, fonr of Avliorn tbey kiJlod, aud 
womaha'i oik;; the ot.iier four alKindoiK-d liic bo.at.i:find 
oscapod iT.i.o vim s inckev. •’I.’iui Spaaiarvls t.ook possession 
of the i)<.,)ais, and Moding thoie i!)(; wounded lhi.;ti;.uu‘i'r, 
they cm oif lii.s i:oad and fixed it i-n a slake Avliicii 
they set up by the side of the river at a place by 
which the rest of the ]5uccaneers woidd necessaiily 
have to pa,ss. 

il'lio main body of the Buccaneers, regauujd the side 
of the river in ignorance of what ha,d liappened ; and 
not seeing the boats, were for a time in doubt whethei- 
tiiey were gone forward, or 'wore .still beJiind. Tb(? 
first notice they received of their loss was from the 
men who had escax)ed from the boats, -who made their 
w.‘i,y through the thicket and joined them. 

Thus did this creAv of Buccaneers, -within a .short 
spjice time, win by ch-cumspcction and adroitness, 
and lo,so by iiogligc.mce, the richosc booty they had 
I * Ravencau Je Lussan, p. 117, 
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everiuacle. K quitLinK,the bank of i].-:- i-r.-.-r m 

a inattet' of uecessjj?^', and unavo', sir-iM 
notliiiig’ bob i io i-:,-v -nb fb 'r- convoying tlieir 
lilundei* the < s' .l'". .-... o to their boats 

by land. 


In making their way tJn'ough the woods, they''found 
the rudder, sails, and oi^her furniture of the Spanish 
barks in the river; the barks thnmsolves were near at 
hand, and the Bmtcaneers embarked in them; but the 
hood tide making, thej' bame to an anchor, and lay 
still for the night. 

Tlio next morning, as they descended the river, 
they saw the boats wiii(;ii ihoy lind so richly 
freighted, now cleai*ed of ilioir lading and broken to 
pieces; and near to their was ili,; head which 

the Spaniards had stuck up. This spectacle, added to 
the mortifying loss of their booty, threw the Bucca- 
neers into a frenzy, and they forthwith cut off the 
heads of four prisoners, and set thom oii pole; in Iho 
same place. In the passage down rlic I'ivci', IVjur more 
of the Buccaneers were killed by Iho firing of the 
Sjianiards from the banks. 

The day after their retreat from the river of 
Lavelia, a Spaniard went off to them to treat for the 
release of , ,v"- ■ to an agree- 
ment that I r .-i be paid for 

their ranso. 1 , S..-.- > ;■ i. i! m r. -(.i bad wives 

were permitLe*.! to go on siioru Liiau ciiey might assist 
in procuring tlie money; but ou the i!‘.)th, the same 
messenger . . off and acquainted them that 

the Alcald(- = :■ dd not only not sulfer the rela- 
tions of Lho pidsoners to send money for their ransom, 
but that he had arrested some of those whom the 
Buccaneers had allowed to land. On receiving this 
report, these savages without hesitation cut off the 
heads of two of their prisoners, and delivered them to 
the messenger, to be carried to the Alcalde, with 
their assmunce that if the ransom did not speedily 
arrive, the rest of the prisoners would he ti’o;ated in 
the same manner. The next day the ransom was 
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sottled for Jim i-CMnjj.inin;.'' [ivis-i'ii-or.'j, ond Tor oiie oL' 
i'-lio captured barks; Ihv^ r>Mri ly wii ii 

money, ]m’ 1:1 y wiili provi.'b-as jud iiecr-.'rsari.-s, a:id 
with the r<jlv.a.>:c‘ of il'o .Hiiixaijoer Hioy li.id taken. 
In the agreement for the bark, Spanim-da rci'inijve! 
a not(? specifying that if the IJi.a'caiiCS'Vs again tj-ic!, 
her, they should make priz^ only of the cargo, and 
not of the vessel. * 

After the destructi.-'i 'f ‘.i i .* 

sup, posed Jibat the pei ■■■■;• :?-i ■■ i, a r."'-'.'. ' 

wo’.iid not i)o ailowc.l v'-:* ‘ ii . li; : • i- .!■ ■ 

Bay of Panama; but s .• ;l. : v .:\! ■ .lii- 

gonce of the Sp.anbirds, that this small body of 
freebooters ’continued several months in this same 
neighboiu'hood, .':nd at lim.n ir.id.;:- ila? yt-.yy wads of 
the CiJiy. On nnoihor p>ol!ii., i’.iAvev.-r, llio Sp'diiiarils 
nere more aci.ive, and with success ; :\ii‘ tliey conclinlod 
ft tioaly of peace and alIiar!.-<! v.ii.h ibc Jr.di.Mr.s oj' ilie 
I'tlninis, ill CO* i.'.ee, lienee oi.' which, iho passage over- 
liiiui ilirongli the D.irien conm.ry wa.s no Jonyor open. 
i-:» idle U'.ie-:;!.i!<.;ef.s ; and some sm.-d! [tariies of iihem 
who attempted to travel ai;ros~, wc're iiilC:!'ce]'Ja.>ii jmd 
cutoff by the Spaniards, wi'.ii i.he assisiiviicc of ilie 
natives. 

Tlie Spa,niards had at Panama a military corps 
di-stiuguished by i’ '• >'■ ■* w'hich was 

composed of Eu: p-- ' -■' ■.!' ■ nations, not 

nativ'cs of Spain. Among the atrocities committed by 
the crew under Townley, they put to death one of 
these Greeks, who w.as also Coiiiinauder of a. Sp.aiiish 
vessel, beca.nse on examining hiiTi for intelligence, they 
fcliought he endeavoured to deceive tlie-in ; and in 
aggravation of the deed, Lnssau relates the circiun- 
stance in the nsu.al manner of bis pleasantries, ‘w*e 
‘ paid him for his treachery by sending liim to the 
‘ other world.’ 

On the 20th of August, as they were at anchor 
wit hin*, sight of the city of Pan.ama, tiiey observed 
boats passing and repassing between some ves.sels and 
the sheSbe, and a kind of bu-stle which had the appear- 
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ancG of an eqTiipmenfc. The next day, the Buccaneers i 
.•inch ored near the IsEncl Tahoga; and there, on the | 
morning of the 22C^t they were hy 4 

firoio.'T vessels from Panama. vi-ie | 

pro'.idiid with •‘.•iiiiion, and the i ih-' f 

day, when, owing to .on explosion oi.‘ gunpowder in 1 
one of the Spanish vcss^■'^.■>, tin! vicloiy a- d ’'d- ■•’ | 

favour of the Buccanci i-.sf Two of ihe i. ■■ < 1 -, id -i- f 

vessels Avere taken, as was also one other, which I 

during the fight arrived from Panama as a reinforce- i; 

ment. In the last mentioned prize, cords woi-e found 
prepared for binding their prisoners in the event of 
their being victorious ; and this, the Buccaneers dcoinecl 
proA'oca.tion sufficient for them to slanghtor the w'hole 
crew. This battle, so fatal to the Spani.ards, cost the 
Buccaneers only one man killed outright, and 22 
wounded, il.’ownley was among the wounded.? 

Two of the prizes worn immediately manned from 
the canoes, the largest under the command of 1.6 
I. Picard, who was the chief .among the French of this I 

I party. « 

They had rurry 1 ;?..■• . was sent with a f 

letter to the i’.- -'d : : < •.' J’.-.'s:-.! >.», !•> demand ransom f 

for them ; also medicines and dressings for the I 

woimded, and the release of five Buccaneers who I 

they learnt were prisoners to the Spaniards. The | 

medicines were sent, hut the President would not 
treat either of ransom or of the release of the bucca- . | 
neer prisoners. The Buccaneers desp.itched a .second 
message to the President, in which they (.Iireatenod i. 
that if the five Buccaneers were not immediately 
delivered to them, the heads of all the Spaniards in [ 

their possession should he sent to him. The President I 

paid little attention to this message, not believing that 
such a threat would he executed ; but the Bi,9hop of ;f 
Panama, regarding what had recently happened at I 
Bavelia as an earnest of what the Buccaneers were f 
capable, was seriously alarmed. He wrote a letter to 
them which he sent by a special messenger, in''^wd'ii(:]i 
he exhorted them in the mildest terms not Ik) shed 
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the hlood of iunocent raen, and promised if they 
would have patience, to esei-t influence to procure-', 
the release of the huccaucer ]^iso]ie):‘s. His letter 
roneluded with the following rcniarkahle jiaragrajih, 
which shew.s the gi*eat hopes entertained hy ilio 
Eoinah Ciatholics ro.5pecting (Ircat Jlrilaiii dnriiig the 
Ileign of King .Taine-j i<hc Mn.?!. ‘I have in Con nation,’ 
.says i.Iio .Ih-sliop, ‘ lo give vum, tl:at the .[inglish are 
‘a I! heconie Kojiian C;:!i-:>ii<:.s, and that there is now 
‘a CaLiKdie CJniech at .JainaKr;:-.’ 

The good Prelate’s letter wap pror.oii’ired by the 
Buccaneers to be void of Irnv.h anil sincerity, and an 
insult to their understa ailing. 'I’ln-y had ivlready 
received the price of blood, shed not in battle nor in 
their own defence ; and now, devoting themselves to 
their thirst for gain, they would not he diverted from 
their sanguinary purjiose, but came to the ro.soiulion 
of sending the heads of twenty Sjjaniards to the 
President, and with them a message pui'porting that 
if tlioy did not receive a satisfactory an.swoi* to all 
their demands hy the 28th of the month, the heads of 
the remaining prisonei’s should answer for it. Liissau 
says, Hhe Presidexit’s rehisal obliged n.s, tlKnigb with 
‘ some reluctanoe, to talce the resolution to send, him 
‘ twent 3 ’' heads of his fjeoplo in a (•a,:a:io. Tiiis me!, hod 
‘was indeed a little violent, but it wa- the only way 
‘ to bring the Sjianiards to reason*,’ 

^^lat they had re.solvcd they put into immediate 
execution. The President of Panama was entireh’ 
overeoine by theii’ inhuman proceedings, a.nd in the 
lirst shock and Surprise, he yielded without stipula- 
tion to all they had demanded. On the 2Sth, the 
buccaneer ijrisoners (four Englishmen and one French- 
man) were delivered to them, with a letter from the 
President, who sa,id he left to their own conscience 
the disposal of the Spanish prisoners yet remaining in 
their hands. 

To rqpder the triumph of cruelty and ferocity more 

• ' Ce moyen Ctoit A la verilA uii peu violent, mais e’etoit Tunique pour 
niettre lest F.spag-uols A la raison.’ 
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roiiipii'ii.', BuccanQoi’s, in an answer to the Presi- 
.IcMit. the j^nolo blame of what they had 

done ro his obscin.aey' : in exchange for the five Bucca- 
neers, rhcy sent only nveho of ihoir Sr-nvi-h prisoners; 
and they demanded 20,000 pieces of eight ms in use an 
of the reina-indcr, which^, demand howevei’, ilioy '' m T ier- 
wards mitigjitcd to half^ tliat sum and a supply of 
refreshments. On the 4th of September, the [ransom 
was paid, and the prisoners were released. 

September the 0th, 'the buccaneer commander, 
Townley, died of the wound he received in the last 
battle. The English and Erench BiiccMijeers m'cm'o 
faithful associates, but did not mix veil as cotm-MdiM;. 
In a short time after ToAvixloy’s d'’'iUii, i:I)o Engiish 
desired that a division shonld be made of i.ho pri/,e 
vessels, artillery, and stores, aiid that those of their 
nation should keep together in the same vessels : and 
this was done, without other separation taking place 
at the time. 

In November, they left the Bay of Panama, and 
sailed Westward to then’ old station near the Point 
de Burica, where, by sinprising small towns, villages, 
and farms, a business at which they had become 
extremely export, they procured pi'ovisions ; and by 
the ransojii oT p’-i'soui'is. s!>riio inoiu'x'. 

In Januaiy t.KkST) llioy iiuorceiitevl a lelii'V iVorn f,lu« 
Spanish Connnandaut ai. Sou.-.c.nuaUi addrit.-'-e.! to the 
President (»!’ l‘ai:;i:nci, i-.y wiiioh liioy loc.vfit that 
Gi-ogniet hful beejj in >ii;! j...‘!’:la IJ/n , aiul I bat three 
of his men laid been taken prisoners. The Com- 
mandant remarked in his letter, that tho peace made 
with the Darien Indians, having cut off tbe retront of 
the Buccaneers, would drive them to rr l 

render them like so many mad ■ !■ > 

therefore that some means should be !im : v-', Ssj ; 
bate their reLreab, that the Spaniards in the South 
Sea might again enjoy repose. ‘They have landed,’ 
he says, ‘in those parts ten or twelve tim(j?g, with- 
‘out knowing what they were seeking; but wlieroso- 
‘ ever they come, they spoil and lay waste evLwf thing.’ 
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A few clays after iutc'.rcoijf.-.ing this joiv.or, tlioy 
took prisonca' a Syiauish horsenym. 1 ji.-s.iii i-ray^, * We 
Sntorrogatecl liim witli the usual cei-iaiiiiiiics," IJi.it is 
‘ to say, we gn.ve him the torLuve, to juako him toll 
‘us what we wanted to know.’ 

Many such villanies were^ undoubtedly committed 
by these banditti, more thf^n eppenr in their naria- 
tives, or than they dared to 'jiak-.; kiKn\n, l,,i=-;:;iii, 
who writes a history of his voyams Liot bi;i'i>i <f lijo 
end of the second year of hfs au' oiu.uvi.s in iijc 
Sea, relates tha,t they put a jii ift-orurv r.o vlic ior:.uro: 
and it would ]va.vc a pnoaved as aii. !ndi'.'i.l;i;!,l iiisi.'.ui. t-, 
if he had not, pi-obaltiy uiiv:u-.i!i iii;u!v<ivi,< :v.;o, aclcnow- 
ledged it to have been tl-.<-iv csia'il'diiil j rac;.!.’;-. 
Lussan on his return to his rsa'is e land, in 

reinitation and chametor; ainl lif.; f-an.-l 
<and favour from liis •••Mi;-.- rioi :? : ii; is c lo Ir,- 

presumed, that Ijo would c-vory 

in which' he was a i-.-n iicij'aim’. wl.i<-!i lie i.lio!iglr,. ol: 
too deep a nat’.n-c lo tv i«:<;oiv(-d liy iii- i-nnoiis vsiili 
iiKiulgfTico, A eivianesl.ance wl.-i. li L;-'.ild i;.,) i.-iiike 
this set of Bucennoms -.voi-se i’-;;!!! !'::y l.iiaL had liUt- 
ceded them, was, its being composed of men of two 
nations between which Lliere has existed a constant 
jealousy and emulation. They were each ambitious 
lo outdo the other in acts of daringness, and were 
ibcrcliy in^i igei,-;-! !•> every kind of excess. 

On the 20ih, near Oaldera Bay, they met Crrogniet 
Avith sixty Trench Buccaneers in three canoes. 
Orogniet had parted from ToAvnley at the lieiul of US 
men. They bad jiiade scvei-al descents on the coast. 
At the Bay of Ama-palla, they marched 1-t leagues 
Avitbiu the coast to a gold-mine, where they took 
many prisoners, and a small ciuaudi-y of gold. Grog- 
niet wished to return overland to the West-Indian 
Sea, but the majority of lii.s companions Avero differ- 
ently inclined, and So q-uitted him, ;.iud AA’ent Lo try 
their JfeDrtuiies tOAvards California. Grognict never- 
theless persevered in the design with the renialiuler 
of his fcrew, lo seek some part of the coast of Nbav 
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Spa, in, tliin of where they might land 

unknown to the l^iiniards, and march without 
obstruction throrigh the country to the shore of 
the Atlantic, without otho-c guide than a compass, 
Tiio j)arty they now met Vvith, prevailed on them to 
defer tlio execution of this pi-ojeet to a season of tlie 
year more favourable, au’d in the mean time to unite 
with them. 

In February, they set five to the town of iSTicoya. 
Their ga,ins by these descefnts were so small, t hat they 
agreed to leave the coast of JS'ow Spain and to go 
against Guayaquil ; bnton coming to this deterinin:\,tion, 
tihe English and the French foil into higli dfsimte for 
the priority of choice in the prize vessels which they 
expected to take, insomuch that upon this diderenco 
they broke off partnership. Grogniet how'over, and 
about liCty of the Fi'cnch, remained with the English, 
whicli made tlio wJiole number of that party 142 men, 
and I boy all orabarked in one ship, the c:\U' '','.s not 
being safe for an open sea navigation. !:riu! oiin-r 
party numbered 162 men, all French, and e/ul>;!i'l«.-d 
in a small ship and a Barca longa. The most curious 
circumstance attending this •■•eparaLion vva', tb.at l>(nh. 
parties persevered in the desigrj upon G u.iyaquil, wii.ii- 
out any proposal being miuit' by oilher to act in 
concert. They sailed from ilie c.oiisi- of .\‘<;w Spain 
near the end of February, r.ol in conipany, but oa-cb 
using all their exertions to firrl Jir. ttic; place ni 

destination. They crossed flu; .Iviuinoctiai line sepa- 
rately, but afterwards at sea ac-cideuta.iiy f(.‘l! in com- 
pany with each other again, and at this meeting they 
accommodated their dii;V;:-i'iic<'s, and renewed tlu ir 
partnership. 

April the 13tli, they -were near Point Santa Elen.a, 
on the coast of Pern, and met there a ])riz6 vessel 
baloiigiug to their old Commander Edward Davis and 
his Company, but which had been sopar.ated from 
lum. She w'as laden wdth corn and wine, am} eight 
of Davis’s men had the care of her. Tliey had bc'cai 
directed m case of scpai-ation, to rendezvous 'at the 
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Island Plata; but the tmcertalnty of meeting Davis 
there, and the danger they ^i^nld incur if they 
tiiissed him, made them glad to join in the expedition 
against Guayaquil, and the provisions livith which the 
vessel Avas laden, made them welcome associates to 
the Buccaneers engaged in ih 

Their approach to the ^ity of Guayaquil was 
conducted with the most practised circaimspection and 
vigilance. On first getting sight of Point Santa 
Elcmis, they took in their lails and lay witli them 
furled as long as there was daylight. In the night 
thoj' pursued their course, keeping at a good distance 
■from the land, till they Avere to the SoutliAvavd of tho 
Island Santa Clara. Two hunch'cd and sixty meu then 
(April tho loth) departed from tho ships in canoes. 
They landed at Santa Clara, Avhieh was niiinhabitod 
and at a part of the Island Puna distant from any 
habitation, proceeding only during thci night time, 
and lying iu concealment during the clay. 

In fjie night of the 17th, they approached the River 
GuiiyaqAiili At daylight, they were perceived by a 
guard on Avatch near the entrance, who lighted a fire 
.‘IS a signal to oLhet* guai*ds stationed farther on ; by 
Avhom, hoAvever, the signal was not observed. The 
Buccaneers put as speedily as they could to the 
nearest land, and a party of the most alert made a 
circxiit through the woods, and surprised the guard at 
the Ik-st signal station, before the alarm had spread 
fai'ther. They stopped near the entrance till night. 
All clay of the 19th, they rested at an Island in the 
riA'cr, and at night advanced again. Their inteu- 
tiou Avas to have passed tho town in their canoes, and 
to have landed above it, AA^hero they would be the 
least expected; but the tide of flood Avith Avliich they 
ascexided the riA"c^r did nob soi've long enough for 
thoii' purpose, and on t.hc 20th, two hours before day, 
they lauded a short distance beloAV the town, towards 
Avhicli <they began to march; but the ground was 
marshy and OA’^ergrown Avith brusliAA’^ood. Thus far 
thev hsil proceeded undiscovered; Avhen one of the 
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Buccaueers left, to guapd the canoes struck a 
smoke tobacco, whiQii'was perceived by a . 

Sentinel on the shore opposite, who immediately 
fired his piece, and garc alarm Jio the Fort and Town. 
This discovery and the badness of the road caused the 
Buccaneers to defer th^ attack till da v light. Ihe 
town <.'f Guayaaidl is built round a mountain, on 
which were three forts which overlooked the town. 
The Spaniards made a tolerable defence, but by the 
middle of the day they ^vere driven from all their 
forts, and the town was left to the Buccaneers, 
deliu’hincnts of whom were sent to endeavour to l)riag 
ill prisoners, whilst a chosen party went to the Great 
Ohiireh to chant Te Deum. 

h'ine Buccaneers were killed and twelve wounded in 
the attack. The booty found in the town was com 
!-i(1epahle in .iiAv;;]-;. m(;rchandi?e, and filvor, ))articularly 
in church plate, besides 92,000 dollars in money, and 
they took seven :• :' -h -1 whom were 

the Governor ar.i I vessels lay 

at anchor in the Port, and two ships were on the 
stocks nearly fit for launching. 

0-! ■' of the rkiy t’-ct B-'o city wns taken. 

• ; |i< , Mvr. i Mon y w!:ii 

i:i. n,, .',■1 . •. ■ i'..-* C ii.y, Ik';!, ;r. h.iins.-’l', 

and all the prisoners, to be redeemed for a million 
jiieces of eight, to be paid in gold, and 400 iiackagcs 
of fionr ; and to hasten the jjrocurenient of the money, 
which was to bo brought from Quito, the Vicai? 
General of the district, who was also a^ prisoner, 
was released. 

The 21st, in the night, by the carelessness of a Buc- 
caneer, one of the houses took fire, which communi- 
cated to other houses with such rapidity, that one 
third of the city was destroyed before its progress 
was stopped. It had been specified in ib.e troety, that 
the Buccaneers should no I set lire- to l.iio town; 
‘therefore,’ says Lussan, ‘lest in coiisequence of this 
‘accident, the Spaniards should refuse to pay the 
‘ransom, we iirctended to believe it was theiff doing,’ 
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Many of r,hc Spanlai’vl^ killorl in ihe asEauIr, 

of fcho town, rornainea uiibncir-ci s^(-rrt Llioy had I'alh’u, 
and the Jhiccanoors were ajirirehcnsivo that eoiuo in- 
[(■fMioiis u‘ ■ !‘ "hi ;■■■■■;'■■;.■ V - ii. -r i. They 

l !u;i.enei! l! hii-o lo i m,- " h < i: !,i :d :!■ \'-,- 5 elrfiti 
the port, I h, !:■ ■> I, ■■ -i i ‘ ;l -ii- ; Avil.ii 

which, on ;■ ■ . ;■ i.’i.ir i,o the 

Island Pu! I. v. j---.. . .. 
ransom. 

On the 2nd of IMay, Captait^Grofrniet died of a womid 
he received at Guayaquil, Le Picard ^vas afLeiavards 
the chief among the French Buccanoers. 

The 5th of May had been named for the payment of 
tho ransom, from whicli time the money was daily and 
with increasing impatience expected by the Buccauocrs. 
It was known that Spanish ships of war were equip- 
ping at Oallao pari>osely i » . i:': . ..nd alsf) 

that their former C’oinman ‘V. > with a 

good ;.di!p, was near this o" -i- < , They 

were ansio’os to have his company, and on the 4lh, 
dispatched a galley to seek liim at the Island Plata, 
the place of rendezvous he had appointed for his 
prize. 

The 5th passed withotit any appearance of ransom 
money ; as did many following days. The Spauiards> 
however, regularly sent provisions to the ships at 
Puna every day, otherwise the prisoners would have 
starved ; but in lieu of money tbry substiLuted nothing 
better than promises. The Buccaneers would have 
felt it humiliation to appear less ferocious than on 
former occasions, and they recurred to their old mode 
of intimidation. They made the prisoners throw dice 
to determine v.'hich of them should die, and the heads 
of four on whom the lot fell were delivered to a 
Spanish officer in answer to excuses for delay which 
lie had brought frojn the Lieutenant Governor of 
Guayaquil, with an iuLirnaiion that at the end of 
four dale's more five lumdrod heads should follow, it 
the ransom did not arrive. 

On thi Idth, their galley wliich had been sent in 

2 ^ 
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search, of Davis reUivned, nofc iiavlng- found him at 
the Island. Plata she brought notice of two 

strange sail being near the Oa-jie Santa .Elena. These 
proved to bo Edward Davis’s ship, and a prize. Davis 
had received intelligence, as already niL'ntioned, of 
the Buccaneers having ^■aptured Gnayafpiil, and was 
now come purposely to npiri them. Ho sent his pi*ize 
to the Buccaneers at Puna, and rcir.ained with his 
own ship in the ofliug on the look-out. 

The foiu' days allowed tor the p.-iyme’ir, <»r il.e cai.- 
soni expired, and no ransom was sent ; niUiher did ilie 
Buccaneers execute their sanguinary i.l’.iT-ai:. Jr, i-i 
worthy of reiuai'k, that intreaty or re, =■■.'.!( in made 

to this set of Buccaneers, so far from u’oia.iii:iig re- 
mission or favour, at all times produced ll'.e o|'.i)o.?i(e 
effect, as if reminding them of their i>o\\\ r, i!!--ivigi'.i.ed 
them to an imporion.s display of it, '.I'ho r.!('unn>a,m, 
Governor of (.«uayan;jii was in no liur^ld i.o fid HI (,i.in 
terms of the trealy made liy the (■< overrun', mu’ did 
he importune tlwin Avitii soiieil.;j!.ion.=, and. rlin whole 
business for a time lay at ri;<C: ilho forbeiuvmce of 
the Buccaneers may not. urjju.«:;ly bo aitritjutc'd Lo 
Davis having joined them. 

On the 23rd, the Spaniards paid to the Buccaneers 
as much gold as amounted in value to 20,000 pieces 
of eight, and eighty packages of flonr, as part of the 
ransom. The day following, the Lieutenant Governor 
sent word that they might receive 22,000 pieces of 
eight more for the release of the prisoners, and if 
that sum would not satisfy them, ■-'they might do 
their worst, for that no greater would be paid them. 
Upon this message, the Buccaneers held a consulta- 
tion, whether they should cut off the heads of all the 
prisoners, or take the 22,000 pieces of ciglit, and it was 
determined, not unanimously, but by a majority of 
voices, that it was batter to take a little money than 
to cut off many heads. 

Lussan, his own biograjihcr and a your'g man, 
boasts of tho plea-sanb m.anner in which lie pas.sed his 
time at Puna. ‘We made good cheer, beif.ig dailv 
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‘siipplLed ^'rILh refreshments from Guayaquil. T/o 
‘iiad concerts of music; we l«icl the best perforniers 
‘ of the city .Tmonp: our prisoB^rs. Some among u.s 
‘engaged in Jri<-i (i-ibips: wilh onr women ]iri.soners, 
‘who were not iini-d Juv;i-!-';!.’ 'rhts is .said by. way 
of prelude to a hwtory whicit he gives of his oavu 
good forbine ; all which, wjaetliov true or oiht'rwlsc, 
serves to shew, tl.id. .t.:-.!)!!!.* Ibis h,:’.l:d < r«-\v iha 
prisoners of both sevcs wi.-.fc e.iu.-by r.iipvo-.c'cf i-d. 

On the 20th, the 22,dli:j itieces of l ighi paid to 

the Buccaneers, who .a h’indi i'.l pi is'vr.et s c.i' 

the most considc’.m !■.>’! io re'.aii’., and rcif-ased tl'.e 
rest. The same d.iy, ila-y (Ir. ir an Oiorage a!: 

Puna, intending to aii.Oi.'v m. 1'oii.;- Sariia J-il'.-na, 

and there to enter ai"i‘e.s!i into negcri!'. i ion foi.* jMisom 
of prisoners; but iti the evening, two Sp.Mii.sli Siiips 
of Wnv came in siglit. 

The engagement ■wiil.’Oi OTj?i,e<l, and oiVicr iirMcoed- 
ings of the Buocan.;.!i<:, u's;.!: I-Mward Davis jinrled 
com])a.ny to return liom.ward iiv iiie bbniiJ'. of 
America, has be(Mi r'.lai.r.i. ]l remains 1,0 give an 
account of the Frencii Bnccnn-'cr-: fiiV i.’ iIkj 'viiiara,- 
tion, to their finally rpiiriiiig i.!ie .‘^onLli Scfi. 


CriAPTBIt XXIV 


Ketrsat of’ ilia Frciu'li nr.rr.-inaers across Now Spain to tlic West Iiuiiei. 
All tile Buccaneers quit tlia South Sea. 

Thk party left by Davis consisted of 2ri0 .Bucc.ancei's, 
Ihe gj-cjitcr number of wlioni worn French, the I’cst 
were .Ihiglish, and their Icatlers Ln J^icard and George 
Hout. Tiiey had (leLcrmiuod to quit the Kouth Sea., 
and with that viev,' to sail to the coast of New Spain, 
Avbencc they lu'iuio.sed to march over land to tlie 
shore of the Caribbean Sea. 

Ab?mt the entl of July, they anchored in the Bay 
of Amivp.alla, and wore jointed there by tliii.ty hVench 
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Bnccrinror.s. Tho.se tliis iy wove part of a ci'c-tt vihich 
hml j'ovsooi'ly cpilLlic-cl lo cv.ilso lowai-ils C;.ii- 

Olh,fr.s <>■“ f'liiif; pjiis.y '»voro siil] o:i iJu- coast; 
to tlie North-West, and the Buccaneers in Amapalla 
Bay put to sea in search of them, that ail of llioii.' 
fraternity in the South Sea might be colloctei*, and 


depart together. *• 

In search nrii.r their fiirmer coinj aTiIoji--, they landed 
at dij., ! .■ •; on ilio ooa.sL of New Spain. Among 

their here, th^y took, and remained four 


days in possession of, the Town of Tecoantepeqne, but 
without any piofit to themselves. At BuaUilco, they 
plunde.rcd soi^-vc plantations, and obtained provisions 
in ransom for prisoners. 'Whilst tliey lay there at 
anebov, they saw a vessel in the oJlfing, which from 
her apijearance, and manner of woiking her sails, 
they bc‘)i(ivx‘i.L to contain the people they were seek- 
ing ; but the wind and sea set so strong on the shore 
at the time, that neither their vessels nor boats could 
go oat to ascertain what she was 5 and after that day, 
they did not see h~r 

In the middle ci I * • • .Jibo- !■, :arned to the 

■R.,.v t'-' ul.'-i- I'i'.v !;•! upon for the 

|,ifi li--; a:-: ■•.i- ■» of the South 

S', ii. 'I'i 'vas, to march by the town of Nueva 

Segovia, which had before been visited by Buccaneers, 
and they now expected would furnish them with pro- 
visions. According to Lu-ssan’s information, the dis- 
tance they would have to travel by land from Ama- 
palla Bay, was about 60 leagues, wheir they would 
come to the source of a river, by which they could 
descend to the Caribbean Sea, near to Cape Gracias a 
Dios. 

Whilst they made fn' their march, they 

were anxious to what force the 

Spaniards had in their i)i’opofii.'d roiiL';', but the natives 
];opt at a distance. On ibo KSil), severity Buccaneers 
landed and marched into the country, of which adven- 
Dirc Dussan gives the account following. They tra- 
velled the whole day witliout meeting an inhalatant. 
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"llicy rested for the right, auA next morning pro- 
ceeded in their journey, hut all s^enned a desert, and 
about noon, the majoi-ity were dissalislierl and turned 
back. Twenty went on; and soon after came to a 
beaten, road, on which they perceiv^ed three horsemen 
riding towards them, whom ^hey way-laid so cifee- 
tually as to take them all. Biy these men they learnt 
Idle way to a small town named Clnloteca, to which 
they went and there made , fifty of the inbabiianis 
prisoners. They took up their quarters in ih;- ciiUTidi, 
where they also lodged their prisoners, and biLeiKied 
to have rested during the night; but efl.i-r.’ davlc, liioy 
heard much bustle in the town, which nuidc Uiem 
(ifipTvheii.sive the Spaniards were p;vpiir:n!; to ailack 
iM.-inn, and ihe noise caused in i.hc [lie ap- 

pearance of a disposition to rise; upon wliicJi, I lie 
Buccaneers slew them all except four, n i'.oni tlic-y 
carried away with them, and rearlr'd iho vessels 
without being molested in their retreat. 

The prisoners were iuteirogalod ; and il.e juaiouiils 
they gave confirmed the lince.unirs in 1,1‘e cipinioii 
that they had no bettor clumrc; (U' Ir-aiisn.ii'iiiig tluin- 
selves and their plunder Jo the Xoi-ch Scj’, ihan by 
immediately setting !'.boi.it the ex- cin.iou o!.' liie pl.'in 
they had formed. To settle the order of the march, 
they landed their richo.=; and the stores necessary fur 
their journey, ou one of the Islands in the Bay; and 
that their number might not sulfer diminution by the 
defcctiou of any, it was agreed to destroy the vessels, 
which wag executed forthwith, w'ith the reserve of 
one galley and the canoes, which were necessary for 
the transport of themselves and their effects to the 
main land. They made a muster of their force, which 
tlioy divided into foiu- comiianios, each consisting of 
seventy men, and every man having his arms and 
accoutrements. Whilst these matters were arranging, 
a detachment of 100 men wore sent to the main land 
to endeavour to got horses. 

They had destroyed their vessels, and had not re- 
moved f#ora the Island, when a large Spanish armed 
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sFip anclioi’ed in Annapolla Bay ; but slie "^vas not able 
to give them annc^ance, iioi* in the least to impede 
Ihoiv operations. On the Ist of .Tanaary, IGSS, they 
passed over, with tljoir elTi;(,‘Ls, to the main land, and 
the same day, the party whieli had gmie in -a.‘ir: ii or 
horses, returned, brii^ing wilh tlieii\ si xl y-mg’i-.i. 
which were divided cipvjlly among the hair t;()inpaiii('ri, 
to be employed in carrying .si ores and pnvv i.sion.s, as 
were eighty prisoners, who besides being carriers oi 
stores, were made to caiTy the sick and wounded. 
Every Buccaneer had Ills pavticnl/ir sack, or ]>aekage, 
which it was required should contain hi.s ammunition ; 
what else, was at his own discretion. 

Many of these Buccaneers had nioi’c silver Ihan 
themselves were able to carry. Tlicce were also many 
who had neither silver nor gold, and Avere little en- 
cumbered Avith etfecls of tboiv oavu ; tlie.so light 
fi'cighted gcjitiy were glad to bo hired as porters to 
the rich, and the contract for carrying silver, on this 
occasion, was one half; that is to say, that oia arriv- 
ing at the North Sea, there should bo an eqnal 
divj.'-ion between the employer and the cfu'rier. Car- 
ri.-igo of gold or other valuables Avas according to par- 
licdla.r agreement. Lussan, who no doiibt Ava.s a.s 
sharp a rogue as any among his comiAanions, relates 
of himself, that he had been l’ortuna,te at play, and 
that his Avimiing-s added to his slun-o of plurnhu’, 
amounted to .SO, 000 pieces of eight, the whole of whiclx 
he h.ad conA'ortod into gold and jewels ; a.xAd that 
Avhitst they AAmre m.aking ready for their march, he 
recciA'ed AvarTiing from a friend that a gaxTg had been 
formed by about twenty of the poorer Buccaneers, 
with the intention to waylay and .=:h-in those of llu!!’.' 
brethren, who had been most fo:-: micie. On <:r;u- 
sidering the danger aval g.-e.-M. nihleiili.y of having lo 
guard against the nuicliin.iih-u:; of iiung-ey consnira- 
tors who were to be his fellow-t.ve.vellJis' iu ii. limg 
journey, and might liav'e opportimities lo jm j-eifai;-: 
their mischiovoAXS ititentions dm-iisg auy fighi. whb 
the Spaniard.s, Lussan ejirno to the re.«o!ni,io,n of niak- 
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iiig a, sacriiice of pai*b of his riohcs to insui'e tlie re- 
in ainiug part, and to lessen tlA temptation to any 
individual to seek his death. To t%is end he divided 
his treasvire into a number of small parcels, which he 
{jonliflod to till': eaie of so many of his companions, 
ma kijii,* aai •.■oriU-iM- wiiii eacli firr ihe carriage. 

.lai'.-.iiiry ihe lind, in. ilse m!'*iiir.g, they began their 
mai'ch, an adva- ■ d 1*. ! i: cl to eon- 

sisb of ten men ■■■ > > = '■ 1 , ■.■.-jre to he 

relierod ercry iv> ' '/ : : : sight they 

I'fsliML at ' ■ .-i to their 

estimation, from ' ■ ; <■ ' a. 

The ‘ 1 ; ;!■, : , m i ' ;' '9 journey 

has lit' ■< .■■■; Ttio rlidUmhhw 

experienced wei*e whar !; . i > si’.ch as ilu! 

inhabitants driving away ca'-ki and rcMiioving pro- 
visions, setting fire l.o il'.e cliy grass wlicn il; could 
annoy them in their mfirclij and sotncrumos rbo IJuc- 
ca,m=iei’S wore iked at by imso. n shooiers. Ihcy I’esto'd 
at villages and farms when ihoy found any in Llw'ii.' 
route, where, and also by nialcing pi-isomu'S, th(‘y ob- 
tained provisions. When no ha bi unions or biiildings 
were at hand, they generally encamped at night on a 
hill, or in open ground. Very early in their march 
they W(>i'o attended by a body of Spanish trooiis at a 
small distance, the music of whoso trumpets alt'orded 
them entertainment every morning and evening; 
‘hut,’ says Lussfiu, ‘it was like the music of the cn- 
‘clianLc d palacc! of Psyche, which was heard without 
‘ the uiuslciuns bcung visible.’ 

On the ‘forenoon c»f the OLh, notwithstanding their 
vigilance, the Buccaneers were saluted with an mi- 
exijccted volley of niuskotry which killed tw'o men ; 
and this was the only mischance that befel them in 
their march from the 'tVestern Sea to Segovia, wdiich 
town tliey entered on the lltli of January, wdfcliout 
hindrance, and found it without inhabitants, and 
cleared^of evoi-y kind of provisions. 

‘ Tlie tfnvn of Segovia is situated in a vale, and is 
‘so surrounded with mountains that it seems to be a 
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‘prisoner there. Tlie churches are ill built. The 
‘place oi: anus or p.^rade, is large and handsome, as 
‘are many of the IfTiuses. Tt is dhrlam CroiU the shore 
‘of the South Sea forty leagues : The road is difficult, 
‘the country boing extremely monntainoii>.’ 

On llio they left Segovia and wiiliout itjjuring 

the housc.'s, a forbearafi'ce to which they had little 
accustomed themselves f but present circumstances 
brought to their consideration that if it should be 
their evil fortune to be cfalled to account, it might be 
quite as well for them not to add the burning of 
Segovia to the reckoning. 

The 13th, an hour before siniset, they ascended a 
hill, which appeared a good station to occuiiy for (ho 
night. AVhen they arrived at the summit, they ])(?r- 
ceived on the slope of the next nif>uutain before them, 
a great number of })orso« grazing (Lussan says between 
twelve and fifteen i.tnidior:, which at the first sighi. 
they mistook for horned cattle, and coiigrai uiared cs’icli 
other on the near prospect of a good rnoal ; but it wa.s 
soon discovered they were horses, and that a number 
of them were saddled ; intrenchments also were dis- 
cerned near the same place, and finally troops. This 
part of the country was a thick forest, with doeii 
gullies, and not intersected with any path excepting 
the road they were travelling, which loci accross the 
mountain where the Simniards were intrenched. On 
reconnoitring the position of the Spaniards, the road 
beyond them was seen to the laght of the intrench- 
raents. The Buccaneers on short consultation, deter- 
mined that they would endcavom* under coVer of the 
night Co i^enetrate the wood to their right, so as to 
arrive at the road beyond the Spanish camp, and come 
on it by surprise. 

This plan was similar to that which they had pro- 
jected !)t Guayaquil, and was a business exactly suited 
to the habits and inclinations of these adventurers, 
wlifj more than any other of their calling, or perhaps 
than the native tribes of North America, were 
practised and expert in veiling their purpose as not 
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to awaken suspicion; in concealing themselves bv day 
and making silent advances by*night, and in all the 
arts by \ • ;! ■- rr-( '■ wary may be ensnared. 

Here, ' y -.'i -j their plan, they began 

to en^irench and fortify tho ground they occupied, and 
made all the dLsi-csiiion.-: wl^ch tr-or.j).- uhiially no -wl'iO 
halt for the nigin. This oi'.ifainjunen'. , Ifosides ijupi’css- 
ing the Spaniards with bcliof lliai. ik.cy inl.ciidc-d 
to pass the night in repose, was necessary to tho 
seciirlng Jjom- l>aggage ai,(i p: isoners. 

Rtsl. secioei! ne.;os.>a:‘y .-Siid diie to the Buccaneers 
al'icr a ii'iis'ViC d';y'.s an, I so it was thought 

by the Spanish Commander, who seeing them fortiCj’’ 
their quarters, doubted not that they nioaout to do 
themselves justice; but an hour after the close of day, 
two hundred Buccaneers departed from theii’ camp. 
The moon shone out bi-ight, which gave them light to 
penetrate the woods, whilst the woods gave tlicm 
concealment from tl!'- Si:anlard¥, n'ld ilu; .S;'ii!ii.ards 
kept small lookout. I’cfcvo jiiidniglif, l iu y near 
enough to hear the Sp.-utiarus (•i.;nuiiig Llli'.nies, and 
long before daylight w'ore in the road beyond tho 
Spanish oncamjnuoub. They waited till the day l>rokc, 
and then pxislied for the camp, which, as had been 
conjectured, was entirely open on this side. IVo 
Spanish sontinoLs discoA'ered the approach of the enemy, 
and gave alarm ; but the Buccaneers were immediately 
after in the camp, and the Spanish troops disturbed 
from their sleep had neither Lime nor recollection for 
any otheir measure than to save themselves by flight. 
They abandoned all the intrcnchinents, and the Buc- 
caneers being masters of the pass, wore soon joined by 
the party who had charge of the baggage and prisoners. 
Tn this alfair, the loss of the Buccaneers was only two 
men killed, and four wounded. 

In the remaining part of their journey, they met no 
serious obslrnctiou, and were not at any time distressed 
by a Scarcity of provisions. Lussaii says they led from 
the Spanish encampment 900 horses, which served 
them Sfor carriage, for present food, and to salt for 
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future provision wliou 4;hcy sliould, arrive at the sea 
shore. 

On the 17th of January, which was ilio l'h>. of their 
Joiu'iiey, they came to the baaks of a rivev by wliich 
they were to desceutl to the Garilib;-:!!*. .‘-. a. 'ilus. i'i^ er 
has its source among the ^.nountaius of I^ucvaJ^ogovio, 
and falls into tho sea to the South T. ; Oi-: a 

Dios about 11 loa.gu(‘3, acrording lo 
which it is called Dio de V.-sre. D;\i ; ' J . 

into the sea something iiioro to iJu: Sjelli we, rd, ruid 
names it the Capo Ii.iver. 

The country here Avas not occupied nor fjrrpiented 
hy the Spaniards, and was inha.hited only in a few 
iVlaces hy sma ll tilbcs of naldve Americans. ''The Buc- 
ranoors cut clown trees, and made rafts or catamarans 
for the conveyance of themselves and their eil'octs 
down the stream. On account of the falls, the rafts 
were constructed each to carry no more than two 
persons with their higcra.go, and every man wont pro- 
vided with a licno "o gnide the raft clear of rocks and 
shallows. 

In the commencement of this fresh-wator navigation, 
their maritime experience, with all the pains tiriy 
could take, did not prevent their getting into wlrirl- 
I^ools, whox’e tho rafts -wore over-turned, with d;uigor to 
the men and fmouently wdth the loss of of iho 
lading. When they came to a fall wliii.i! .‘Hipeiri'ed 
j,M(iro tiian usually daugoi-ous, they put ashore, took 
Llii'ir rafis to pieces, and carried all below the fall, 
wliore li'cy re-accommodated mutters and eniharked 
i'.ipdn, Tias rapidity of the stre^ln; < 1 - 

structions. a |■o:\!ll and ?-pi;:y :■ :i; .. •, • '-'t ■ 

on the raft constantly wet; the sa . ^ 

in a short time entirely siroilt, and their amTmuii(.i()]i 
in a state not to bo of soi-vicc in supidying thc-m with 
game. Foi-tunately for Uk.-iii tho hanks of tlio, i“iver 
abounded in banana-trees, both wild and in i)iantation.s. 

When they lirst embarked on tho river, the'* rafts 
went in close company; but the irregularity and 
violence of the stream, continually cntangiefl and 
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drove them against each other, <>0 which account the 
method was changed, and distances preserved. This 
gave opportunity to the desperadoes Avho had con- 
spired against their companions to commence their 
opcrai v. hi«.-J.> l lic-y direciod against iivc English- 
men, v. lici.iii ii!.ny l/ilh;;! ajid dfjspoilcd. The murderers 
fil).':' On(ied in iho woo-J.^ prey, and were not 

iirLci’v.irrits =■('. !» !>y ihc- coiMpaiiy. 

The 2vi(h oi‘ j-V-hinaiy ihi>^ l^ad passed all the falls, 
and wore at a oroiMi doep *1 r:d smooth part of the 
river, A^-heco they found i-o olhor obsunotion than 
trees and drift-wood floating. As they were near the 
sea, many stopped and began to build canoes. Some 
iingli-sh Ih.iecan-.jors who went lower down the river, 
roniul at aijehor an English vessel belonging to 
Jamaica, from which they learnt that the French 
G o vernment had j ust proclaimed an amnesty in favour of 
those who since the Peace made with Spain had com- 
mitted acts of pirticy, upon condition of their claiming 
the benefit of the Proclamation within a specified 
time. A similar proclamation had been issued in the 
year 10S7 by the English Government; but as it was 
not cloai* from the ri-jx-i-’i.- made by the crew of the 
damfiica vc.-sci, v..hctljer it yet operated, the English 
Buccaneers would }iot crnbai'k for Jamaica. They sent 
by two Mosquito Indiaijs, an ucv'omil,. of the nows 
they bad hoard to Lhc l-'ronch Buccaiuicis, with notice 
that Lhorcj wa.s a at the mouth of the river 

caijaLIe of acrcommodaLing nou more thiin forty persons. 
Immedialicly on receiving tbo intelligence, above a 
hundred of the French sot off in ail baste for the 
vessel, every one of whom pretended to be of the 
forty. ■ Those who first arrived on board, Look up the 
anchor as speedily as they could, and set sail, -wliilst 
those v,'Jio U'cro behind called loudly for a decision by 
lob or dice; hut the first coauers were content to 
rest their title on possession. 

The ^English Buccaneers remained for the present 
with the Mosquito Indians near Capo Gracias a Dios, 

‘ who,’ fcays Lussau, ‘ have an affection for the English, 
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*on account of tLe ,ji»any little commodities wliich 
‘ tliey bring them ^om the Island of Jamaica.’ The 
greater part of the French Buccaneers went to the 
French sefcLleinents; but seventy-five of them who 
went to Jamaica, were apprehended and detained 
prisoners by the Duke of Albemai’le, who was then 
Governor, and their elects sequestrated. They re- 
mained in jii’ison until the death of the Duke, which 
happened in the following year, when they wore 
released ; but neither th^ir arms nor plunder were 
returned to them. 

The South Sea was now cleared of ilio .main body or 
the Buccaneers. A few stragglers rcmaiiscd, t.‘o.n('.oiniiig 
whom some scattered notices arc found, of vv'Uich the 
following are the heads. 

Seixas mentions an English frigate named I:a Pava, 
being wrecked in the Sir.ii!; of IMiig.-s’li.-incs in the year 
1687; and that her loss was occasioned by currents*. 
By the name being Spanish (sigiiifyijsg i.lie Hej]) this 
vessel must have been a prize to the Buccaneers. 

In the Narrative of the Joss of tho Wager, by 
Bulkeley and Cummins, it is mentioned that they 
found at Desire cut on a brick, in very legible 
r’.i'iM*' : ■, “Captain Straiten, 36 cannon, 1087.” Most 
probably this was meant of a Buccaneer vessel. 

At the time that the English and French Buccaneers 
were crossing the Isthmus in great numbers from the 
West Indies to the South Sea, two hundred French 
Buccaneers departed from Hispaniola in a ship 
commanded by a Captain Le Sage, intending to go to 
the South Sea, by the Strait of Magalhanes; but 
having chosen a wrong season of the year for that 
passage, and finding the winds unfavourable, they 
stood over to tlio coa.st of Afrii'a, where they contimied 
cruising two years, and returned to the West Indies 
with great booty, obtained at the expenco of the 
nollaudcrs. 

The small crew of French Buccaneers in th^ South 
Sea who were a part of those who had separated 

• Theatro Naval, fol. 6i,t. fi 
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from Grogiiiet to cruise ne.jr California., and for 
whom Le Picard had sought in vain on [the coast of 
New Spain, w'ere necessitated by^he smallness of their 
force, and the bad state of their vessel, to shelter 
themselves at the Tres Marias Islands in the entranc-e 
of thS Gulf of California. It is said that they remained 
four years a- i/.i/ T- .fr.i-. a ; *: > eiul of which 

time, they ci ; i*.- n i,, |. ... the rest of 

their lives in so desolate a idacc, to sail Southward, 
though -with little other |h-ospect or hope than that, 
they should meet some of their fonuer comrades : 
instead of which, on looking in at Arica on the coast 
of Peru, they found at anchor in the road a Spanish 
ship, which they took, and in her a large quantity of 
treasure. The Buccaneers embarked in their prize, and 
pr:) d ^ : Ji. !'i- Atlantic, but were cast 
lii 1,1 i: V « f '•if.galhanes. Part of the 
trea.sure, and as much of the wreck of the \-e3scl as 
served to construct two sloops, were saved, Avith which, 
after so many perils, they arrived safe in the West 
Indies. 

Le Sieur Froger, in his ao-’ount of lIs.,' voy.'igo of IM. 
de Genues, has iiii.roiliicfv.l a iiurraiivc of a f) iri,y of 
French Bnc'-aisi'oro or i'Iibi'..stiers gtciig Saint 

Domingo to tin.* Sontli Sea, in lise year iij'A'i; wiiicli ii 
evidently a romance fahricated fioni ilie (i(.‘;?c.'riiir.Ions 
which had been given of their general courses and 
habits. These proteges of Le Sieur Froger, like the 
Buccaneer crew from the Tres Marias Islands just 
mentioned, Avero reduced to great distress, —to ok a rich 
prize aftSru'ards on the coast of Peru,— ivero returning 
to the Atlantic, and lost their ship in tlie Slraifc of 
Magalhanes. 1'hoy Avere ten months in the Strait 
building a. bark, AAdiich they loaded Avith the best of 
Avhat they had saA'td of the cargo of their ship, and 
in the end arrived safe at Cayenne*. Funnel also 
trioniions a repoi't which he heard, of a small crew of 
French Buccaneers, not more than twenty, Avhose 


* Relation du Voyage de M- de Gennes, p. ic6, Paris, 1697. 
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advcintures vrere of the ^ame oast ; and who probably . 
were the Trcs Slarias Buccaneers. 

It has been relatea that five Buccaneers who had 
gained away their money, unwilling to return poor out 
of the South Sea, landed at the Island Juan Fernandez 
from Edward Davis’s ship, about the end of the'year 
16S7, and v/ere left therc.^^ In 1690, the English ship 
Welfare, conimandcd by tt-i'pjaiu John Siroiig, anehored 
at Juan Fernandez; of wdibh voyage two journals have 
been preserved among the 'dSS in the C J -' ■' 

in the British Museum, from which ' o ‘I >' [■ ; 
aecoimt is taken. 

The .Farewell arriveal olf the Lslaml on tlie i'vcni!.i:;' of 
October the ilth, lO'JO. In. the night, those o.n board were 
aurpi.“ised at seeing a fire on au elevated }>iu‘t of the 
land. Early next morning, a boat was sent on shore, 
which soon retmned, 1 i'- .’ •|..! , ■!,( i,. :-:;. ; ■ . 

Englishmen. These T■!^; p.. = o-' ■ :■■■,.• v ■ la-: 

landed from Davis’s s.'do. 'i":--.'- p'! .1 i-' ,■ W'.i 

to a good anchoring p' . . . 

In the three years i:..-. :' -y h-i i [ .-a Ju.-.i 
Fernandez, they had n-- . • e . ' i Wi !■ 

fare, seen any other ships than Spnniard.^, wliich was 
a great d’ -i;. ‘ .i-.-m. TIkj .'-‘p.odard-^ had 

landed take them, but they had 

found concealment in the woods; one oxfopied. who 
deserted fr-'m h’~ di liver-. d lii!i.s,,'ir up 

to the S'; ’i'! f,,;;,. I ■•aainiug, when they 

learnt that the Buccaneers had entirely (]uiLted the 
South Sea, willingly embarked with C;u)Laiu Strong, 
and with them four servants or slaves. Nothing is 
said of the manner in which they eiuiih.>y(id themselves 
whilst on the Island, except of i h-. i:- viiig .-uiib-i-- 
raiicous places of concealment ili.-it !..!k.- S/.a;ii-:i rd.-j 
should not find them, and of their taming a. great 
number of goats, so that at ojiu time (hey had a, tanie 
stock of 300. 
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CHAPTER *XXV 


Steps talcen towards reducing ilie Buccaneers and F'.ibusticrs under 
suliordination to the regular Governmenrs. War of ihe Grand Allianre 
against France. The Neutrality of the Island Saint Christopher i)roI;en. 

A'S'ij.ilst iliese uitiUors w^i-e in tlic Parific 

Ocea.n, sniall progress Avas iiiatle in Hie reform Avhich 
li.'iil b.-iai bogiiii in tiie West- Indies. Tlie Eiigli.sh 
Governors by tr few exiiTi?ple.s of severity resii’fiined 
ilie Engiiali liuceanosx'.s from iindertaidng any entea-- 
jjviso of magnituilo. With the Freiici!, the ea.se wa.s 
(lili’orcnt. The number ttf the Flibustiers who tibsenl etl 
thnmselvo-s from Hispaniola, to go to the South Sea, 
alarmed the Fvenoli Government for the sai’ety of 
Ihoic ooltmies, and especially of their settUsiueiibs in 
T.Ii.s]>aniola, the security and defence of whifdi aga.inst 
the iSptuiiards they had almost wliollj' re.sted on its 
being the jilace of residence and the homo of those 
adventurers. To persist in a rigorous i)olice against 
I’.,.’.. V".:.! .‘V'pr I 'Tdod would malce tlie 

!■!■; ■■‘.e - b- * which reason it wa-s 

; i.*; enforeeiuont of the 

prohibitions; the Flibustiers accordingly contimied 
their courses as u.-:-:al. 

In lOSO, Granmont and De Graaf prepared an .arnui- 
inejit again.st Campeachr. M. de Cussy, who w'fi.s 
Governor of Tortuga and the French part of Hispanioia, 
applied persoutilly to them to relinquish tlieiv de.sign : 
but as the forcr; v-ns ■>!, and all pi'cpai’ation 

made, ueiLht'r li:o Fiiluj'i i-.-rs jnu* their Gommanders 
would be u'.S'U.-’.dod ri-uiu liir- imflertaking, aiul Ih' 
Oa3.5y .submif.ved. Oanipeacliy was plundered and baint. 

A moasnre w'as adopted by the French Goverimient 
winch certfiijily trenched on the honour of the j'egular 
military establislumjuts of France, Imt was attended 
with success in bringing the Flibustiers more imder 
contt'ol and rendei’iug them more manageable. 'i'hi,s 
was, the talcing into the King’s service some of the 
{)riiifipa.l lenders of the Flibnstiei‘.s, and giving them 
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commissions of advanped rank, either in the land 
service or in the F^nch marine. A commission was 
made out hiv Grnnmoni:, appoiiuinir him Commandant 
on the South coast of Saint Domingo, with the rank 
of Lieutenant du B-oy. But of Granmont as a^Buc- 
caneccr, it might be said in th' ir.rru' t:- 
that Jie was game to the tas:. !>■■■■■'■!■■ ■. i ■ n' 

arrived, he received information of the honour intended 
him, and whilst yet in his^ state of liberty, was seized 
with, the wish to make one more or-uise. lie armed a 
sliip, and, with a crew of IfcO l-'lii)UHi it-r.; in her, put 
to sea. This was near the end of the year lCS(i; and 
Avhat afterWcirds became of him and his followers is 
not known, for they were not .again seen or heard of. 

In the beginning of 10S7, a commission arrived from 
France, appointing De Graaf IMajor iii the King’s 
iirmy hi tlie ’West Indies. He was then with a crew 
of Flibustiers near Oaithagena. In this cruise, twenty- 
five of his men who landed in the Gulf of Darien, 
were cut off by the Darien Indians. De Graaf on his 
I’eturn into port accepted his commission, and when 
transformed to an officer in the King’s .army. he;-ame, 
like Morgan, a gi’eat scourge to the t'liinisi i s and 
Forbans. 

In consequence of complaints made by the Spaniards, 
a Proclamation was issued at this time, by the King- 
of Great Biilaiti, ihc llnd, spi cilii'd in iln? lii!..- 

to be ‘for llui move rediuring {lud '•'.ii-iire.-j.-ing 

‘of Pirates atid Piiv-fiJeet-s in Amer'-.-;', as wci.! on iln; 
‘sea as on the land, -who in grec ' ■■ -n ■- 
‘ committed frequent robberies, which ;■ , n . s; 
‘great prejudice and obstruction to ’i ", ,| i , ■!.- 

‘ merce.’ 

A twenty years truce had, in the year IfiSG, been 
agreed upon between France and Spain, but scarcely 
a twentieth part of that time was suffered to elapse 
before it was broken in the West Indies. The 
Flibustiers of Hispaniola did not content themselves 
with their customary practice : in lOSS they plundereil 
the Danish Factory at the Island St. Thomas,- Avhich 
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is one of the amaii TsLands rallcal tlio Tirn-ins near 
the East end of Porto Rico. T)?is was an 
beyond the limits which they haft professed to 
scribe to their depredatory system, and it is not 
shewn that tliey had received injury at the hands of 
the Danes. Nevertheless, the French Wcsl-lndia 
histones say. ‘Our Flibusriersfnos r!:im>;iers. !■, 

; surprised the Dani.!, lAudoPy at Si. TJmma.; T?; 
^Ijil nge was considendde, and wonJ.l have heen mor.: 
if they had known ihai t!«e rJ-.icr p.-.ri; of the (■a--h' 
was kept m a vmiJ;: under ilui ha-!. mM-.u v-e- 
; known to very few of Imuso. 'ihov Jorcoi. on 
‘this occasion thoir ordi. i.vscUce. wi.=.'-Ii is ‘>'o i.-i' 

‘ their prisoners to t!.o lor: m-e lo maVi' | li-.,n (' .Vi-.'-" 

‘ where the money is. It is certain that if they had so 
done, the hiding-place would have been revealed to 

500,000 hvres. Such irmai-ks shew the .strong iire- 
possessiou M'hich exh. ■; is , ii,;ccaneer 3 

after the extraordim common 

to the whole of m,mldnd were af woudeiful 

When related of the Buccmice.s. One of om* Eiu-w-lo- 
pndias, under the article .Buccaneer, says, ‘they were 
‘ transported with an astonishing dog-ree* of enLhu,sia.sm 
‘whenever they saw a .sail.’ 

Ill this same year, lU&i, war broke out in Europe 
l)(.'l-,ween the Froticli and Spaniards, and in a short 
time the English joined against the French. 

England and h ranee had at no jicritnl since the 
Norman co«iquest been longer without serioity quarrel.’ 
On the acce.ssion of William the IJfrd to the crowns 
of Great .Britain, it was generally believed that », war 
with France would ensue. The Ereiicii in the W'-est 
Indies did not wait for it.s being declared, but attacked 
the English pa.rt of St. Chi-istopher, the Lslaiul on 
which by joint agreement had been made the origkial 
and confederated first settlements of the two Nations 
in the West Indies. Tiio English inhabitants were 
driven from their possessions and obliged to retire to 
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the Island N’evis, -whic;!' loTjjiinalf-d tin; Irr.go.-t pro 
.served union which cnn shov.- IxiLwci'n tlic- 
English and PrencTi as .snlr;-c;ls of diriovcii:; nalioi!>. 
In the coinmencenicni- iv, was sivonglv- eiMr.cMl-.'d liy 
the nmtuiil want of suppoTt against a, powerful en(nny ; 
that motive for :'•■■ ■ .•■■l! - : ■■■‘e i ■ each oLUor had 
ceased to exist: y '= >■ '■ ■■■■ rii.-uh'.. i.he llnd 

and James the Tlnd of' England, an agreement Inul 
been made between Eiigland and France, that if war 
should at any time brea'l^ out bt^twc'cn theni, a neii- 
traJity should bo observed by their subjects in the 
"West Indies. 

This war continued nearly to ibe end e-f TCiiig 

'Williain’s reign, and during '..lial lime ilu' lingii.-b mid 
French Buccaneers were engag-c-d on ojiposiie .-ddes, 
as auxiliaries to the regular forces of tiieir respective 
nations, which completely separated them; and it. 
never afterwards hapiiene' i r i e > 

federated in any buccaneer ■'> > : . ■ ■ !■ ■ 

generally distinguished by i.'. r " m .-.■. .■'r . ■ ,>; 
consonant to their present ••• ‘ : ■' m.-I i :' i' 

the French adventxirers, wh v • • ■ ; :.:!y i..-. ■ ; 

fr. "• .-’ fi the boucan. v. r * e. " . ■■'.■e -i ■■ 

o.' |i.:. ^ . and the ■' a t'.' 'i'.-, vi !.'■ 

had nothing to do with the boucan, were called the 
Buccaneers of Jamaica. 

Tile Frcncii had r.o;, Iie|)t I'.o-'-.-c^sion of .Si. Christopher 
quite a \c.;r, when ir, was (alien iV.im tliem liy i.'ie 
English. This was an nM"oi i u:!.'! te ye.-ir for i!n‘ l-’ii Mf si. 
who in it suffered a great (ii-i‘cai. from (I'.e Sjiaiilar.is 
in Hispaniol.a. Tluir Ci.v.inwn- De mid .Vie 

Frencinnon, fell in l.iaMie, and l1io 'j’ovvn of {..Vnie 
Franfyiis was demollsiiud. 

The Ifrench Flibustiers at this time greaMy annciyed 
Jamaica, making descents, in which they carried off! 
such a number of negroes, Ibat in dcri.sion they nick- 
named Jamaica ‘Tattle Guinea.’ Tlie principal tran- 
sactions in the West Indies, wei’e, the attouuff..s made, 
by each party on tlic possessions of the other. In the 
course of tbe.se scrviec.s, Do Graaf Ava.s accused of 
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misconduct, tried, a.nd depriver^ of his commisBion in 
the army ; hut though judged unfit for command in 
land service, out of respect to his^iaritime experience 
he was appointed Captain of a Frigate. 

No one among the Flibustiers tvas more distinguished 
for cOiiragc and enterprise in this war than Jean 
Montauban, wlio commande(Pa ship of between 30 and 
40 guns. He sailed from theNVesb Indies to Bourdeaiix 
in 1694. I]i February of the year following, he depai'ted 
h’om Bourdeaux for the edast of Guinea, where in 
battle with cxn English ship of force, both the ships 
were blown up. Montauban and a few others escaped 
Avith their lives. This '■ t ■ '■■■ ranked 

among buccaneer exploit^. Cirr i?- '.,!/■> .L France 
being at open War, and Montauban having a regular 
commission. 


CHAPTER XXVI 

Siege and Plunder of the Citj' of Carlbagcna on the Terra Firnia, by an 
.'Vrm.'iment from France in conjunction witli tliu Plibustiera of SrJnt 
Domingo. 

l'>r 1607, at the suggestion of M. le Baron de Pnintxs, 
an officer of high rank in the French Marine, a large 
} ai'mament yvas fitted out in France, jointly at the 

; expense of the Crown, and of private contri\)ator3, 

, for a,n expedition against the Spaniards in the West 

i Indies. The chief command Avas given to M. de 

i Pointis, and orders wore sent out to the Governor of 

the Fi'ench Settlements in Hispaniola (M. du Casse) 

I to raise 1200 men in Tortuga and Hispaniola to assist 

ill the expedition. The king’s regular force in M. dii 
Gasse’s govermnent was small, and the men demanded 
: Avere to be supplied principally from the Flibustiers. 

■ The dispatches containing the above orders arrived in 

I Januaijv. Tt was thought necessary to specify to the 

I Flilm.stiers a limitation of time; and they were desired 

I to keep from dispersing till the luth of February, it 
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being calculated t.hat,M. de Pointis would then, or 
before, certainly be^at Hispaniola. Do Pointis, how- 
ever, did not arrive* till the beginning of March, when 
he made Cape Frain;^ois, but did not anchor there; 
preferring the Western part of TTisp.-uiiola, ‘.rresji 
water being bettor and more easy i:o be got nl (.'ape 
Tibaron [Ihan at any orher part.’ M. ilii Ci».sse linri, 
with some difficulty, kept the PHbastiers together 
beyond the time specified, and tliey ^rcre soon dis- 
satisfied with the doportnient of the. Baron de Pointis, 
which was more imperious than they ]jad been 
accustomed to from any Commander. 

M. fie Pointis published a history of his expedition, 
in which he relates that at the ilrst meeting betN^'een 
him a,nd M. du Casso, he expressed himself dis.salisfied 
at the small inimber of men provid^ul ; ‘ but,’ says he, 
‘ M. du Oasse assured me that the Ihiccaneers were at 
‘this time collected, and would every man of them 
‘ perform wonders. It is the good fortune of all the 
^ ‘ pirates in these parts to be called Bnccaneei’s. These 

J ‘ freebooters arc, for the most part, composed of those 

■i"f' ‘ that desert from ships that come upon the cojisfc : 

f'f ‘ the advantage they bring to the Governors, protects 

‘ them against the |?j‘o.-,c-ciiiion of the law. x\ll who 
■ ‘ are apprehended as vagabonds in France, and can 

‘ give no account of themselves, are sent to these 
‘ Islands, where they are obliged to serve for tliroe 
‘years. The first that gets them, obliges thorn to 
‘ work in the plantations ; at the end of the term 
‘ of servitude, somebody lends them a gun, and to sea 
‘ they go a buccaneering.’ It is proper to hint here, 
that when M. de Pointis published his Narrative, he 
was at enmity with the Buccaneers, and had a per- 
sonal interest in bringing the buccaneer character 
into disrepute. Many of his I'cmarks upon them, 
nevertheless, are not loss Just than characteristic. Ilf 
continues his dcscri[)tion ; ‘Ti)oy wej-e formerly nltu- 
‘ gether independent. Of late years they liaye been 
‘ reduced under tJie government of the coast of 8t. 
‘Domingo; they have commissions given them, for 
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‘ which they pay the tenth of all prizes, and arc now 
‘ called the King’s subjects, ^he G-overnors of our 
‘ settlements in Saint Domingo heJhg enriched by them, 
‘ do mightily extol them for the damages they do to the 
‘ Spaniards. This infamous pwifession which an im- 
‘ punlby for all sorts of crimes renders so much 
‘ beloved, has within a fev? rears lost us above six 
‘ thousand men, who might have improved and peopled 
‘ the colony. At present they are pleased to be called 
‘ the King's .subjects; yet iIJis with so nntch arrogance, 
‘ as obliges nil who are desirous to make use. of them, 
‘ to court them in the most flattering terms. Tlii.s 
‘was not agreeable to my disjiosii.ion, and considering 
‘ them as his Majesty’s subjects which llic Qovemor 
‘ ■■ ■' •• .0 me, I plainly told them 

‘ i = : I !■ : y ■■■ • ill • ■ u a Commander to lead them 
‘ on, but not as a companion to them.’ 

The expedition, though it was not yet made known, 
nr (jven yc;:; I'avie'.ulcd lo be. determined, against what 
pliice ii; should bo diieci.cd, was expected to yield 
both honour and profit. The Buccaneers would not 
quarrel with a promising enterprise under a spirited 
and experienced commander, for a little haughtiness 
in his demeanour towards them ; but they demanded 
to have clearly specified the share of the prize money 
and plunder to which they shoxxld be entitled, and it 
was stipulated by mniual agrooinout ‘th.Tt the Fli- 
‘ bustiers and C<'lonist.s slmuid, man for man, have the 
‘same shares of booty th.at were allowed to the men 
‘on board tbe King’s ships.’ As so many men -were 
to embjirk from M. du Casse’s government, he pro- 
posed to go at their head, and desired to know of M. 
de Pointis what rank would be allowed, him. M. du 
Casse was a mariner by profession, and had the rank 
of Captain in the French Navy^ De Pointis told him 
that the highest cJiaractcv he knew him in, was that 
which he derived from liis comxnisaion as Capitaine do 
Vaisseau, and that if ho embarked in the exjiedition, 
he must be content to serve in that quality according 
to his seniority. 

t 
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M. du Casse nevertheless chose to go, thotigh it was 
generally thought he^was not allowed the honours 
and consideration w"hich were his due as Governor of 
the French Colonies at St. Domingo, and Commander 
of so large a portion of the men engaged in the ex- 
pedition. It was settled, that the Flibusticrs should 
embark iJin^'tly in theiroown cruising vessels, and 
partly on board the ships of M. d.e Poiubis’ squadron, 
and .slioidd be fnrnishod with six weeks pi’ovisions, A 
review was made, to pi'event any but able men of 
the Colony being taken ; negroes who served, if free, 
were to be allowed shares like other inc'ii ; if slaves 
and they were killed, their masters were to be paid 
Cor them. 

Two copies of the agi’eomcnt rcsj)ecj;ing the .sharing 
of booty were posted up in public i>laces at Petit 
Goavo, and a. copy was delivered to M. du Oasse, the 
Governor. 31. do Poijitis consulted with 31. du Casso 
what enterprise they should underbake, but the deter" 
niination wholly rested wit,h 31. de. I'oiutis. , ‘There 
‘was added,’ 31. de Poiutis says, ‘witbont my know 
‘ledge, to the directions sent to Governor du Casse, 
‘that he was to give assistance to our undertaking, 
‘without damage to, or endangering, his Colony. 
‘This restriction did in some measure deprive me of 
‘ the power of commanding his forces, seeing he had 
‘an opportanity of pretending to keep them for the 
‘preservation of the Colony.’ 31. du Casse made no 
pretences to withhold, but gave all the assistance in 
his power. He was an advocate for attacking tlu*. 
City of vSan Domingo. This was the wish of most of 
the colonists, .Tud porh.'U'S w.-js whab would Iiavc; been 
of more advaiuago to Vi-:n:co than any oihor expedi- 
tion they could have undertaken. But the armament 
having been prepared principally at private expenco, 
it was reasonable for the contributors to look to their 
own ^ reimbursement. To attack the City of San 
Domingo was not approv'cd ; other plans weiv ^<ro- 
posed, but Ciu-bhagena seems to have been the original 
object of the projectors of the expedition, and the 
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attack of that city was detormwied upon. Before the 
Flihustlers and other colonists cnjbarlced, a disagrce- 
jnent happened which had nearly made them refuse 
altf)gft(-]icr to join in the exijedition. The officers of 
Do .T‘ointis’ fleet had irnhibed llio sentiments of their 
Oonmiander respecting the Flihustlers or Jhiccancers, 
and followed the example/of his manners towards 
them. Tlie fleet was lying at Petit Goave, and M, 
de Pointis, giving to hiinseiyE the title of General of 
the Armies of Prance by Sea and by Land in America, 
had placed a guard in a Fort there. M. du. Casse, as 
he had received no orders from Enro^ie to acknow- 
ledge any suj^crior Avithin his government, might have 
considered such an exercise, of power to he an en- 
croachment on his authority which it became him to 
resist; hub he acted in this, and in other instances, 
like a man overawed. The officer of M. de Pointis 
who cojnmandod the guard on shore, orrested a Fli- 
hustier for di.sorderly behaviour, and held him prisoner 
in the fort. The Flihustlers surrounded the fort in a 
tumultuous manner to demand his release, and ihe 
officer commanded his men to fire upon them, by 
which three of the Flibirstiei's were hilled. It required 
some address and civility on the pait of M. do Pointis 
himself, as well as the as.«!stance of M. clii Casse, to 
appease the Flibusiier.s ; and the officer who had com- 
jiiitted the ofTcmcc was sent on hoard nnd(?r arrest. 

The force furnished from du Casse’s government, 
consisi.ed of noju-ly 700 PlihusLiors, 170 .soldiers from 
the garrisons, and as many volunteer inliabitauts and 
negroes as made up about 1200 men. The whole arma- 
ment consisted of sevfm large ships, and eleveji 
frigates, besides store, ships and .sjiiallor vessels; and, 
reckoning persons of all classes, GOOO men. 

The Fleet arrived off Caithagena on Aju-il 13Lh, a.nd 
the landing was effected on the loth. Jt is not neces- 
sary to relate all the particulars of this siege, in wliich 
the Br.ccaneors bore only a part. That part ho^vever 
wa,3 of es.sential imjiortance. 

M. da Pointis, in the commencement, appointed the 
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Avhole of the Flibnstier?, without any mixture of the 
King’s trooiis, to Op.. service of great danger, which 
raised a suspicion of i^artiality and of an iulcution to 
save the men he bi'onghb with him i'rom linvopo, as 
regarding thern to be more peculiarly his oAvn^tnen. 
An eminence about a n^ile to the EnsUs^ard of the 
City of Carthagena, on which Avas a church named 
Nuestra Senora de la Poupa, coiunumds all the 
avenues and aiiproaches o^i the land side io the city, 
*I had been assured,’ says M, de Pc>inf;is, ‘that if wq 
‘did not seize the hill de la Poupa immediately on 
‘our arrh’-al, all the treasure would be carried olf. 
‘To get possessioiA of this i)ost, I resolved to land the 
‘BiAccaneers iiA the night of the same day on Avhich 
‘we came to ancJior, they being proper fox’ such an 
‘ attempt, as being accustomed to inarching and sub- 
‘sisting in the woods.’ M. de Pointis takes this 
occasion to accuse the Buccaneei’S of behaving less 
heroically tlian M. du Basse had boasted they Avould, 
and that it was not Aviilmut murmuring that they 
embarked in the boats in order to their landing. It 
is however due to them on the score of courage and 
exertion, to remark, though in some degree it is 
anticipation, that no part of the force xmder M. do 
Pointis shewed mor(i rc;ni:i](\-s or jicrformed better 
serA'ico in the siege than the Buccaneers. 

There was uncertjiirjty al>oiii the mo.-;i; proper place 
for landing, and M. de Pointis Avent himself in a boat 
to examine near the shore to the North of the city. 
The surf rolled in heaAT'', by which his boat Avas filled, 
and was Avith tliii’cii;: y saved from being stranded on 
a rock. The proposed landing was given up .as im- 
practicable, and M. de Pointis becamo of oiiiiikm lliat 
Carthagena was approachable only by the lake Avhich 
makes the harbour, the v. ou ,!■.:<■ :;! ■ 

of its narrowness, wci- ivf'c.i i u:;si v'.ii.i 
defended by a strong fort. 

The Fleet sailed for the Bocca-chica, and Sn the 
15th some of the ships began to cannonade the Fort, 
llie first landing wixs effected at the same time by a 
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corps of eighty nepoes, without any mixture of the 
King’s troops. This was a second marked instance of 
the Commanders partial attontloil to the preservation 
of the men he brought from France. M. de Pointis 
desiiised the Plibu-stiers, and priJi:)ably regarded negroes 
as iieiLt to nothing. Ho was glad liowcver to receive 
them as liis companions in aAns, and it was in honour 
due from him to all uiidcu' his command, as far as 
circumstances would admit without injiu’v to service, 
to share the dangers oqiftilly, or at least without 
piiL'l-i.-dity. 

•!rhe lurli, whicli was tlio day- next after the landing, 
the Castle of Bocca-chica surrendered. This was a 
Ijiece of good foiduno much beyond expectation, and 
wa.s obtained principally by the dexterous inanage- 
lacnt of a small party of the Buccaneers ; wliich drew 
commendation even from M. do Pointis. ‘jiinong the 
‘chiefs of these Buccaneers,’ ho says, ‘ there may be 
‘about twenty men w'ho deserve to bo cli.sLiiigui.shed 
‘for their courage; it nob being my intention to com- 
‘ prebend theni in the descriptions which I make of 
‘the others.’ 

De Pointis conducted the siege with diligence and 
spirit. The Nuestra Sonora de la Poupa was taken 
possession of on the 17th ; and on the 3rd of May, 
the City capitulated. The terms of the Capitulation 
were. 

That all public offccls and office accounts should be 
delivered to the enpLors. 

That merchants shoidd produce their books of 
accounts* and deliver up ail money and (iflects lield by 
them for thoir correspondents. 

Tliat every inhabitant should bo free to leave th(j 
city, or to remain in Ids dwelling. That those who 
retired from the city should first deliver up all their 
]-»ropcrLy there to the captors. That those who chose 
to remain, should declare faitlifullj’-, under penalty of 
entire* confiscation, the gold, silver, and Jewels, in 
their possession ; on which condition, and delivering 
up one half, they should be permitted to retain the 
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oLlier half, and afterwjjrds be regarded as subjects of 
France. 

Q-^bat tlio churches and religious hoxises should he 
spai'od and jsrotectcd. 

The Fi-ench GeneraPon entering the town with his 
trooi)S, went first to the cathedral to atl-end the Ta 
Deuin. lie next sent fdr the Superiois of the con- 
vents and the religious houses, to whom he explained 
the meaning of the article of the capitulation pronii.s- 
iug them protection, wlAcli was, t.hat their houses 
should not be destroyed ; hut that it had no reljition 
t(5 money in their possession, which they wci'C re.rpiived 
to deliver up. Otherwise, he observed, it Avould hi; in 
their power to collect in their houses all the riclies of 
the city. He caused it to bo ptahliely rumouired thal. 
he was directed by the OoTirt to keep possession of 
Carthageiiii, and that it would be ami'le a Fa'inn'h 
Colony. To give colour to this j*opori-, lie aiaiidiiiieii 
M. du Oasse to be Governor of the City. JI.<' srriclly 
prohibited the troops from entering .-iny bouse unii! 
it had imdergone the visitation of olllcor.s .'i.iajiointcd 
by liimself, some of which officers it was suiaposo.d, 
embezzled not less a . i ■ ■ .ici:. A rewfu-d 

was proclaimed for if’; • ••!■ o:‘ ireasure, of 

one-tenth of all treasure discovered by them. ‘ Tiie 
‘hope n p.ni. v.;!!. C fi'ar of bad ueigh- 

‘ hours I."..: .‘.ii- • .'n ■. .1 •> iiili.ibii.-i ni ■; io lie 

‘foj.W£\:i! u‘ •• i'-'v C- . end Tiili.nl v/lui 

‘was ch.argo<l wit!) receiving the treasiu-e, was not 
‘able to weigh the siaecio hast enough. ’ 

-M. du Casso. in the exercise of what he cfonceived 
to be the duties of his new office of Governor of 
Cartbagena, bad begun to take cogniz.anro of the' 
money which the inhabitants Va-ongiii, ri accoriiiaig io 
the capitulation; hut M. do Piib-.i;:-; was dovivous i!'a;. 
he should not he at any troulue ou L:ia.!.- Jiead. li'i-h 
words passed hetwociii them, iii consf’ipieuee of wliicb, 
Du Gasse declii\ed furiher iiiterfcrenoii in wh;d, was 
transacting, a.nd retired to a house in the sulmrbs. 
This was quil.ting the iield to an antagonisi, who 
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would not fail to make his advantage of it; whose 
refusal to admit other ■witnesses to the receipt of 
money than those of his own appointiiKuit, was a 
sirong indication, whatever contempt he might pro- 
fess or really fee] for the ]nil)u.stie]’s, that he was 
liimRofC of as stanch Flihuaticr principles as any one 
of tiic gimiry of liic- coasr.* Some time afterwards, 
hoAvever, '.M. dii (.a'iio ilioiighfc proper to send a 
formal j'epi‘eacn:(:u.:ou to tl’iO General, that it was 
nothhig more than just Shat sojne person of the 
colony should he present at the receipt of the raonoy. 
The General returned answer, that what M. dn Cassc 
proposed, was in itself a matter perfectly indifferent; 
hut tlnifc it would he an insnlt to his own cligj^ity, c-ind 
thcT'croro ho could, not permit it. 

The public collection of plunder by autlaorit^' did 
not save tlie citj- from private pillage. In a short 
time all the pl;ite disapiiearcd iron i.he churcluis. 
Houses W'ere forcibly entered by the troops, and. as 
much violence committed as if no ca].)itulat,ion had 
been granted. M. de Pointis, when complained to by 
the aggrieved inhabitants, gave orders for the pre- 
venl/ioii of outrage, but was at no pains to make them 
observed. It appears that tJie Piihns biers "were most 
implicated in these disorders. Many of the inhahi- 
I'.'ints who liad complied with the terms of the 
capitulation, S(ming the violences every wlun’e com- 
mitted, hired ITihustiers to ho. gnards in their ho\ises, 
hoping that by being well paid they would he saLisfitid 
and protect them against others. Some observed nliis 
compact 'ti.iKl wt-re faithful gimrdlans; but the ^'eater 
imiubor robbed those they ttndertoolc to defend. For 
this among other reasons, De PoiuLi.s resolved to rid. 
the city of tliom. On a report, which it is said liim- 
sell! caused to he spread, that an army of lO.OtX) 
Jndi,ans were approaching Garthagena, he ordered the 
FlLbustiers out to moot them. Without suspecting 
any deception, they went forth, and were some d<ays 
srhsont seeking the reiiorted enemy. A.s tliey were on 
the retiii'Ji, a messiige met them from the General, 
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purporting, that he ajijiu'ehended their presence in the 
city would occasioii some distm-bn.nce, aiid he there- 
fore desired them to stop without the gates. On 
receiving this message, they broke out into impreca- 
tions, and resolved iidt to delay their return to the 
city, nor to be kept longer in ignorance of what was 
passing there. When thf^y .wived at fh j:;,.' - ih,-\ 
found them shut and g\iarded by the ;-.h:,.'s i!,-- ... 
Whilst they d..-.'- . 1 '-n .hey i;. 

another naessoge, »><•■.: ■■ a- '".■■■■iij in language than 
the former, came to them from IM. de Poinl.is, in 
which he said that it was by no means his intention 
to interdict thorn from entering Garthagcna ; that hti 
only wished they would not enter so soon, nor all .at 
one time, for fear of fr-ighteniug the inhabitants, who 
greatly dreaded their presence. Tlio .Plilnrstiors kTicw 
nob how to help themselves, and were necessitated to 
take up their quarters withotit tlio city walls, where 
they were kept lifLoen d.ays, by wiilch time the collec- 
tion of treasm’c from the inhabitants was completed, 
the money weighed, secured in chests, .and great pai't 
embarked. De Pointis says, ‘as fast as the money 
was brought in, it was immediately c.arriod on board 
the King’s ships.’ The uneasiness .and impatience of 
the Flibustiers for dlstributioii of l;ho booty may 
easily be imagined. On their re-admission to the city, 
the merchandise was pat up to sale by auction, and 
the produce joined to the former collection; but no 
distribution took place, and the Flibustiers were loud 
in their importunities. M. de Pointis assigned as a 
reason for the delay, that the clerks employtid in the 
business had not made up the accounts. He says in 
his Narrative, ‘I was not so ill i-.y uiy r. , 

‘not to be informed of the i;, 

‘by some wholly abandoned to their own interest, 
‘ujDon the money being carried on bo.ard the King’s 
‘ships.’ To allay the ferment, he ordered considerable 
gratilications to be paid to the Buccaneer c.af)tains, 
also compensations to the Buccaneers who had been 
maimed or wounded, and rewards to be given some 
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who had most distinguished yiemselves during the 
siege and he spoke with so n^nch appearance of 
fi'ankness of his intention, as soon as ever he should 
rouoivo tlie aocounr. of tlic whole, i.o make a division 
which shonlvl 1)0 sni'!s'‘a.'‘Lory ail parties, that the 
Uiiee; lU'.ievs were i>crsi!.'i.(l(:d !,o roinniii quiet. 

The value ol liio piniuie^ is v.iriously reported, 
iruch of the riches of the city had been carried away 
on the first alarm of the apjn-oach of an enemy. .Do 
Pointis says JIO mules laden with gold went out in 
tJie course of four days. ‘Nevertheless, the honour 
‘ acquired to his SLajesty’s arms, besides near eight 
‘ or nine millions that could not escape us, con- 
‘ soled us for the rest.’ 'Whether these eight or mine 
rnillioiis were crowns or livi-es M. de Poiuti.s’ account 
does n()t specify. It is not improbable he meant it 
should be understood as livi'es. Many Avore of ox)iniou 
that the value of the booty ivas not less than forty 
millions of livres; M. du C.asse e.stiraated it at above 
twenty millions, besides merchandise. 

]\r. do Pointis now made known that on account of 
the mi h ealthiness of the situation, he had ehanged 
his intoutiou of leaving a garrison and keeping Oar- 
tliageiia, for that already more Frenchmen had died 
there by sickness than he hud lost in the siege. He 
ordered the cannon of the Bocca-chica Oa.stle to be 
taken on board the ships, and the Castle to be de- 
molished. On the 25ih of May, orders were issued 
for the troops to embark ; and at the same time he 
embarked himself without having given any previous 
notice of his intention so to do to M. du Casse, from 
Avhom he had parted bub a few minutes before. The 
sliips of the King’s fleet began to take up their an- 
chors to move towards the entrance of the harbour, 
and M. de Pointis sent an order to M. du Casse for 
the Buccaneers ami the people of the Colony to em- 
bark on board their own vessels. 

M, Tin Casse sent two of his principal officers to the 
General to demand that justice should be done to the 
Colonists, Still the accounts were said not to be 
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ready ; but on the 29tb, the King’s fleet being ready 
for sea, M. de Poiptis sent to M. du Casse the Com- 
missary’s account, which stated the shm^o of the booty 
due to the Colonists, including the Governor and the 
Bucoaneoi-s, to bo d{),flijiO crowns. 

What the enstomarj' manner of dividing prize 
money in the French 'havy was at that time, is 
not to be understood from the statement given by 
De Pointis, which says , , ‘ that the King had been 
‘ijlcased to allow to the several ships companies, 
‘a tenth of the first million, and a thirtieth part 
‘of all the rest.’ Hei'o it is not specified u'liothi'r 
the million of which the ships companies were to be 
allowed one-tenth, is to be understood a niilliou of 
Louis, a niilliou crowns, or a million livres. Tin' dif- 
ference of construction in a lai’ge capture would be 
nearly as three to one. It reqnire.s explanation like- 
wise what persons are ir-c-'t lo !v .1 "! i'. ,■ 

term ‘ sliijis compa":- .' ’:i' < ii !:■ ■■! ■ 

signify the coramo * o . . • io -’ : ti e 

officers; and for th r-*. ;)ie !; i- c, 1 : 0 ! 

too large a share. 'L..' !;• aiiv m’-ii.viv ':erv iiv^, 

public or private, oii •. c:-.;-! iv «,;■ pl'!r,>i;-i' 

should be deemed for 

vices of all the captoi-s, officers included, seems scaret'ly 
credible. In the Oarthagena expedition it is al.-a,' lo 
be oijservod, that the dues of the crown iwrc. in ‘MiiiKt 
nieasni'e com prom i.-secl by tbe admission of priwn ■■ 
contributions towards defraying the cx[!i'ii.sc. 'I’.be 
Flibiistiers had contributed by furnishing their own 
vessels to the service. 

Du Oasse when he saw the accoimt, did not imme- 
diately communicate it to his Colonists, di'terred at 
first probably by something like shame, and an, appre- 
hension ibat il-.oy would j-vV!>roai;li bim ivith weakness 
for having yielded so much a^ he had all along done 
to the insnltiiig and imperious jiretensions of De 
Pointis. AfterwaT'ds through discretion he delayed 
making the matter public until the Coloniste had* all 
embarked and their vessels had sailed from the city. 
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He then sent for the Captains, and act^uainted them 
■with the distribution intended by M. de Pointis, and 
t.hey informed their cre^rs. * 


I 

chapter/ XXVII 

Second Plunder ot Ca.rlhagcnn. Peace of Ryswick, in 1697. Entire 
Suppression of the fiucctneera and Flibusliera. 

This share winch M. dc Pointis had allotted of the 
plunder of Cai-thagena to the Bticcaiioers, fell so short 
of their calculations, and was felt as so great an aggiva- 
vatioji of the contemptuous treabment they had before 
received, that their rage was excessive, and in their 
first transports they proposed to hoard the Sceptre, 
a ship of Si guns, on board which M. do Pointis car- 
ried his flag. This was too desperate a scheme to be 
persevered in. Alter much deliberation, one among 
them exclaimed, ‘It is useless to trouble ourselves 
‘ any fm’ther about such a villain as De Pointis ; let 
‘him go with what he Iras got; he has left us our 
‘share at Carthagena, and thither we must return to 
‘seek it.’ The proposition was received with general 
applause by these remorseless robbers, whose desire 
for vengeance on De Pointis was all at once obliter- 
ated by the mention of an object that awakened their 
gvoetliness for plunder. They got their vessels under 
sail, and stood back to the devoted city, doomed by 
them to »pay the forfeit for the dishonesty of their 
^untryman. 

The matter was consulted and determined upon 
without M. du Casse being present, and the ship in 
which he had embarked was left by the rest with- 
out company. When he perceived what they were 
bent upon, he sent orders to them to desist, which 
he aegompanied with a promise to demand redress 
for them in France ; but neither the doubtful 
prospect of distant redress held out, nor respect 
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for his orders, had ^ny effect in restraining them. 
M. du Casso sent an officer to M. de Pointis, who 
had not yet sailed from the entrance of Cartha- 
gena Harbonr, to inform him that the i> !■ 

defiance of all order .'fcd in breach of t, . ■ 

■which ha.d been granted to the city, were rcttirning 
thither to plnndc-r it j^ain; but M. do Pointis in 
sending tlie Coniiuissajy’* .account bad closed his in- 
tercourse with the Buccaneers au<i wiili liie < 
at lonst for the remainder of his ('XjXidilitnn :\!. ci.i 
Oasse’s officer was told that the (b-niViii -nas ;m! iU 
that bo could not be spoken Aviih. The Officer went 
to the. next senior Captain in command of the fic'ct, 
who, on being informed of the matter, said, ‘the 
Buccaneers wore great rogues, and ouglib to be 
hanged;’ hut as no stop could be taken to provenl 
the mischief, without delaying the sailing of the llect, 
the chief commanders of which were iuij>atient to sec 
their booty in a place of greater security, none was 
taken, and on the 1st of June the King’s iloob saalod 
for France, leaving Carthagena to the discretion of 
the Buccaneers. M. de Pointis claims being ignorant 
of what was transacting. ‘On the 30(h of .‘May,’ he 
says, ‘I was taken so ill, that all I could do, before I 
‘fell into a condition that detuived in.’ of my iiiii'l'ce;, 
‘was to acquaint Capiaiu Leci iJ'.at !. cor.r.uh i-;d the 
‘care of riic squ.adron to him.’ 

If M. de Poinl.is acted fairly by the people who 
came from Fra-nce and returned with him, it must bo 
supposed that in his sense of right and wremg he 
held the belief, that ‘to rob a rogue is no*brt?acl» of, 
honesty.’ But it was said of him, *11 otoit capable do 
‘former un grand desscin, et de rien epai'gner pour 
‘ le faire reussiv ; ’ the English phrases for ^vhicll is, 
‘he woiild stick at nothing.’ 

On the 1st of June, M. du Oasse also sailed from 
,':ia to return to St. Domingo. Thus -^vere tho 
I abandoned to their own will by .a,ll tho 

authorities whose duty it was to have x’ostrained them. 

The inhabitants of Oarthagona seeing the buccaneer 
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ships returning to the Avai^e.-l in th.o rao=t nnxiona 
r-sispcr.sf; to learn tlio caiiac. The jriilm.si.jers on land- 
ing, sel'Aod on all the male i«habh.aTii;.s iliey eonld lay 
lioid n.r, aral shm- them up in ihc great (.‘liu !.•(.•! i, Tiioy 
iio.sled up a kimi of Tnaniiesi;-.# in diJlVrenL p;u'!,.? of 
the city, sotting Corlh the jiistico oJ' rhoir soeotiil in- 
vasion of Carthagei;!i, Avhic’ijl tiioy g- o iudtcl on l.!::* 
peiTuly of the h'rL-v:'“h (Jcncral Do .Lajiutis (‘quo nou;> 
‘vous perjiinttons «lo eljargo;- clc i.ouce.-j !es liinlc;!!!-/- 
‘ tions ijuaginablc-.-^,’; aad f.?ii Ihoir ovi'u ui'i‘C::>::ii!<;.s. 
Finally, they demanded live luiilious oi‘ i ivies as ihe 
price of their dcpaialr.g agnlji v.ii -.H-iii; ! ing 

disorder- It seems si range rliat (he Jhu.irauoeis eon!:! 
expect to raise so luuch money in a place so recently 
phniflered. Novertbeless, by terrifying their prisoners, 
putting some to the iorluro, ransacking the tombs, 
and other xiioans eqxially abhorrent, in four days tiiius 
they had nearly made up the proposed sum. It hap- 
jiened that two Flibustiers killed two women of Oar- 
tJiagena in some manner, or under some circxxmstances 
that gax^e general offence, and raised indignation in 
the rest of the Flibustiers, who held a kind of tria.l 
and condemned them to he shot, Avhicb was doixs in 
presence of many of the inhabitiiTiis. The .T>uo(?a.tiocr 
liistories praise this as axi act of evn-aordiiiary jiisLici*. 
and a set-off against their cruellies and robberies, 
such as gained them the esteem even of the Spaniards. 
The punishment, however merited, aa'hs a matter of 
ca]irice. It is no where pretended that they ever 
made a law to themselves to forbid their murdering 
tboir lU'iSojiers ; in veiy many instances they had not 
refrained, and in no foi’mer instance had it been at- 
tended with inmishment. The putting these two 
murderers to death therefore, as it related to them- 
selvo.5, was an arbiti-ary and lawlc.sa p.ct. If thi'. 
AA'^oiueu had hecii mui'dered for the purpo.so of cominp; 
at their money, it could not have incuned bkuiie 
from iiSie rast. These remarks are not int.ciuled in dis- 
appi-obatioii of the act, which Avas very Avell ; but too 
highly extolled. 

* ‘yS7 
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Having almost compJcterT their collection, they began 
to dispute about th^ division, the Flibusticrs preLv''n(l- 
ing that tho more regular settlers of the colony (being 
but lands7non) were not fentitled to .an efiual share 
•with themselves, whe£. a bark a,iTivcd f.ron:i !Martinico 
which was sent exi^ressly to give thcuri notice Ibhe.t a 
fleet of English and D^itch shij^s of h:id just, 

arrived in the West Indies. This news mach^ them 
hasten their departure, and shortened or ]-)ut ais rial 
to their dispnt.es; for prhvions to sailing, they iLi.-idi; 
a division of the gold and silver, in -which eju'li nian 
shared nearly a, thousand crowns ; the inevchandise .ind 
negroes being reserved for future division, and whicii 
it -was expected would produce much more. 

The Commanders of the English and .Dutch S(piad- 
rons, on a,iTiving .at Barhadocs, learnt tliat the French 
had taken Carthagena. TJiey .‘-aiU d ou for iliai, pliice, 
and had almost reached ii, whc.’i l.!i('y goir >.igMt of 
De Pointis’ squadron, to whicii iliey gave cli:i..se, but 
which escaped from them b.>- .sipK-rror .sailing. 

On the 8rd or 4th of June, the Flibastiors sailed 
from CarihageMa in nine vo.ssels, and had proceeded 
thirty leagues of them route towards Hispaniola, when 
they came in sight of the English and Dutch fleet. 
They dispersed, every one using his best endeavou,rs 
to save himself by flight. The two richest ships wei'e 
taken; two were driven on shore and wrecked, one of 
them near Carthagena, and her crew fell into the 
hands of the Spaniards, who would have been justified 
in treating them as pirates; but they were only made 
to work on the fortifications. The five others had the . 
good fortune to roach Isle Avacho. To conclude the 
hi^lory of the Carfcluigcua expedition, a suit was in- 
f-til wicd in Frarsce agai;).st JI. do Pointis and the 
ai’mateurs, in behalf of the Colonists and Flibusticrs, 
and a decree was oi;. , i:. i.'..;-'- ■■.-ic, u:. far l,400,(X')fl 
livres; but the grea; -i i: s ; . a ; . ■ .v.allowed 

up by the expenses of the suit, and the em-in^/,Kle.- 

' t ."g. -i.-i 03:pcditi«)n -was the last trans.-icl ion 
2S8 
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in wliicli llio Flibiistlei'S or ]iuo.c.jineora made a con- 
spicuous ft Lurnctl out tc^ Qieu* (lis.-ul vantage 

ill in;, ny i c.-^ii-'Cls ; biil ciii- ily in stripping them of 
jnihlie i'.i'.M;!!'. Ill S-'picii-.licr ii’in, an end was jmt 
to I he Wfir, iiv a- lri‘a‘i.\' Ityswick. By this 

i.i-caiy. ihc pacj of ihe i.-i.-siii! .S-. Clljristo])!!**!* wln'ch 
]|<li! hcioilgi-ii 1 1) :!ur l-’l rncli/v.';!.' rcsloiccl to tlK'lll. 

]n (■avMi r liiiio, pi'.:i.-.-c. hy i-ciorisiiig the Bueea ueers 
JVinn jiiililic. (icnia.ud.'-- on i.ljcir .services, left them free 
to jiin-.suui i.heii‘ own pToJe..;:*.*. with an understood 
li(a-j)::e <;r in.-ivitege to criii.se or iorm any other enter- 
pri.se agiiinst; (]u> SpaniariLs, n'ithout d.ingcv of heiipg 
to onipiiry; but tlie a-spiiet of atr.'iir.s in thi.s 
vi'spi'c.t was now greatly jdleied. The Trca.ty of 1(570 
hotwotm Ch-ciit Britain and Spain, with tlie late alliance 
of those jiowei’S against Fj’a7i(;e, had pnt an end to 
huocfinocTing in Janndca; the scandal of tho second 
plunder of (Jju'thagojta lay heavy on the Fl.ibn.s tiers of 
St. Boinijigo ; and a circuinstanco in which both 
Great Britain and Franco were dcejily interested, 
went yet more strongly to the entire supi)ros.sion of 
tho ca’iii.sing.? of the Buccaneers, and to the dissoln- 
tioTi of their piratical union; w-hich W'as, the King of 
Sp;iin, Gharles (ho Ilnd. being in a W'cak state of 
hcfilLli, withont i.s.sue, and Iho succc-ssion to (hecrenvn 
of Spain believed to depend upon his -will. On this 
lasl. account, the kings of Great Britain and France 
were earne.h; in thoiv endeavoar.s to giv'o satisfaction 
to Spain. Loni.s xiv. sejiL. back from Franco to (ktr- 
Ihagona t.he silver ornaments of which the clmrches 
tlnwe luid been sti’ii)ped; and distiTictioji wns no longer 
ailmittod in the French SoLllements between Flibu-stier 
and Pirate. The Flibiisticj’s themselves had grown 
tired of presoi-viug the di.stinctio3i ; for after the 
Piviee of llysw'ick liad been fully notified in the We.st 
Indies, they continued to seize and jihnuler the ships 
of tho .Fngiish and Butch, till co7nplaiub was made to 
tlie .Prencli Govt'riK>r of Saint Bomingo, M. du Basse, 
who thought projicr to make imleumiticaiion to the 
suffor(i?.’.s. French prohihif ions and piroclai nations were 
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issued, and encoTirage^nent was given to the advexi- 
lurei-s to hocoine phuiiors. Tlie Fi'oiu'h were desirous 
ro ohl.ain perinissioii to Livnlo In the Spanish ports of 
i:lic I'crr.'i Firina. CJiarlovoix says, ‘the Spaniards 
‘were charmed by n.v: . ■.■ri': < ■ < • ■;anionts 
‘taken from the chi.:»I.',-' i'.s ' i i it was 

‘hoped to gain them eiStiroly by putting a stop to 
‘ the cruisings of the Flibustiers. il.’lio eoniinands of 
‘ the King were strict and precise on this head ; thau 
‘ tlie Governor should persuade tho Fiihustiers to make 
‘themselves inhabitants, and in default of prevailing 
‘ by persuasion, to use force.’ 

Many Flibustiers and Buccanoej.'s did turn plantc-rs, 
or followed their profession of mariner in tho ships of 
merchants, j^^ttachment to old habits, difficuitios in 
(inding employment, and b(M" ng provided with vessels 
fit for cruising, made many persist in their former 
courses. The evil mo-^: Mt by them was 

their proscribed state, i.' •;i ■ i no place in the 

West Indies wliere they might riot with safety and 
to their liking, in the expenditure of their booty. 
Not having the same inducement as formerly to limit 
themselves to the plundering one peoido, (hey exie.'i- 
ded their scope of action, and roljbed vessels of all 
nations. Most of those who were in good vessels, 
quitted the West Indian Seas, .‘nid ^vent roving to 
different parts of the world. 3ler:iion is made of 
pirates or buccaneers being in Lho South Sea in the 
year 1G97, but their particidar deeds are uot related ; and 
Kobert Drury, who was sh'p-.. ;■ •■,; .! ; i ;■ 

the year 1702, relates, ‘King '■ ■:>. ■, . 

sired to know what they demanded for rne ? To which, 
Deaan Orindo sent word that they i-.-.i iired two 
buccaneer guns.’ 

At the time of the Peace of Ryswioic, the Durieii 
Indians, having quarrelled with iiio Sii.-uiiin-ds, had 
become reconciled to the Flibuyi.iers, and several of 
the old Flibustiers aftci-w.-irds scLi.i,-d on the Isl^nnus 
and married Darien woinon. 

One of the Lucayas, or Bahama Islands, had been 
290 
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settled by tiio i:iid(.'i‘ iise n.'iiiHi oj' l*Jovid( iic(^ 

Island. Jl allurded good iiucdioi-asji.', iuul iLie sucngih 
of the sctiilemcnl; was suiaJI, wiiioli were coTis iMiicne-. s 
li> j':-;',' ;hac iiidijced thcui io JVooai Mi il ; anfl, 
i , the proverbial erfoot o;‘ Vvil coMian?!'- 
i;. - uil)ab::aTiLs ■were li.-mr-ied lo ]-.aT!.a.lie ci’ 
their plunder, and assist ini idjoir ri-bbevies, by nnr- 
(‘hasiiig ilKiir ps-izo goods, ;M;d .SJir>i>lyi,ig ilic-m w:i:.li 
adi kinds of scores and neressai-ies. irhis was for several 
yt'ars so galiifn! a o iJu-- .S''t|ii:riii.-i.r, r.-s i.o 

(“au.-e it to i>e prove!-!;!.:! in tiin West, liKkfJS. l!:;i 1. 
‘Shipwreeks and IMraieg 'vere liio ojily lio'pos oi! ;.lie 
‘ T.sla.ud. Providei'.ce.’ 

Ill tlivco ye;irs after the Peace oT Pyswiek. Cliarles 
the. TInd oF .Spain died, and a Pi-inee of ihi? Lb ii.sr oF 
Bourbon mounted the Sp;;:ii«i! i.bivji!.'. nliicii i-roiin'.'. d 
a dose- nuion of interests bi .-woon J’raace an;) .Sn.':iii, 
The, ports of Spanish Anicxnca, both in the W'ese luciie.s 
and in the South Sea, •wore laid open to the mer- 
chants of France. The Noticia de las Ex'pediciones al 
jMagalhancs notices the great resort of the French to 
the Pacific Ocean, ‘who in an extraordinary manner 
enriched iiieinsclves during tho war of the Spanish 
sncce.ssion.’ In the French Settlements in the Wijst 
Judies the na* ■ < Fi'b. ■ ccauso it implied 

enmity to the • s '...nger tolerated. 

On the broa!. I ■■ :i o ■? Mir between Great 
Britain and Fr.'”- : :M. w- d the Spanish .snc- 

ce.ssion, the drove the French out of St. 

Oln'i.stopher, and it has since remained wholly to Gr('at 
Britain. IM. le Comte dc Geuncs, a Commander in the 
Freiidi. Kavy, who a few years before hiicl made an 
nnsuccessFul voyage to the Strait of Magalhanes, was 
llie. Governor of the French part of tho Island at i.ho 
lime of the surj’cnder % 

* rii’c I.ab.it relates a story of a rldimilous effort in mccIiaMical 
iiij'ciuiity. in which IM. tic Clcniics succeeded whilst he was Governor at 
S.aiiit Christopher. lie made an AiiLoiiiaton in llie likeness of a soldier, 
which marclicd and performed sundry actions, It was jocose^- said tiiat 
M. do Ciennes mij^ht have defended his govcni.ment with troops of his 
own making. Ills automaton soldier eat victuals placed before it, which 
he digested, by means ct a dissolvent,— P. Labat, Vol. V. p, 349, 
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During fcliia wiir, thn«Govoriiors of Provitlcnco exer- 
cised. tlioir fiuthorisby in granting coinniis.sions, or 
letters of reprisal; and. created Admiralty Courts, for 
the condemnation of captured vessels : for under some 
of the Governors no ^’’essels brought to the adjudi- 
cation of the Court escaped that sentence. These*' were 
indirect acts of piracy, k 

The lust achievement related of the Flibusliors, hap- 
pened in 1702, -whou a party of Englishmen, liaving 
commission from the Governor of Jainaica, landed on 
the Isthmus near the Sarnhallas Islo.s, whore theyworcj 
joined by some of the old Flibuatiers who lived among 
the Darien Indians, and also by 300 of the Ijidiaus. 
They marched to some mines from w'hich they drove*, 
the Spaniards, and took 70 negroes. They kept the 
negroes at work in the mines twenty-one days; hut in 
all this exploit they obtained no more tliaii about 
eighty pounds weight of gold. 

Here then terminates the History of the Buccaneers 
of America. Their distinctive mark, which they uu- 
deviatiiigly preserv'cd nearly two centuries, was, their 
waging constant war n.gaiiist the Spaniards, anil 
against them only. Many peculiarities have been at- 
tributed to the Buccaneers in other respects, some of 
which oa,n apply only to their sitiiation as hunters of 
cattle, ,'!.nd some existed rather in the writer’s fancy 
than in reality. Mariners are generally credited for 
being more eccentric in their caprices than other ine?.n ; 
which, if true, is to be accounted for by tho circum- 
stances of their profession; and it liap.ix.'ii.s that they 
are most subjected to observation ai- l.iio times when 
they are fresh in the possession of liberty and money, 
earned by long confinement and labour. 

It may be said of the Buccaneers that they were, 
in general, courageous iiccording to the cli.'i.ra(.-tor of 
their loader; often rasli, alternately neglig(>ut and 
vigilant, and always addicted to pleasure and iiileneas. 
It will help to illustrate the manners a.:id qualific.'i- 
tions of the Bitccaneers in the South Sea, l.o give .ai,! 
extract from the concluding part of Dampier’^ manu- 

m 
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script journal of his voyage roivicl the World with the 
Buccaneers, and wiil also cstabli^ a fact which has 
heori nicjitioiicd before only as a matter surmised *. 
Dampicr says, 

‘ September the 20th, 1601, ari’ived in the Downs to 
‘iny great joy and satisfaction, having in my voyage 
‘r;ra eloai- rouiid tJie G lo ---i might have been 
•niasior or l:ho slni> v.'o first sailed in if I would have 
■ ;!cr:( ]ii cd it, for it vas hnoya to most men on board 
‘that J. kt'f't a- Journal, and all that knew ino did ever 
‘judge iny accoimts were kept as coiTcct as any 
‘man's. Besides, that most, if not all others Avho kojit 
‘jouriinls on the voyage, lost them before they got to 
‘hiuropo, whereas I preserved my writing. Yet I see 
‘ that s(3uie men arc not so well pleased witli my ae- 
■■ count as if it came from any of the Commanders 
‘ til at wore iu the South Sea, though most of tlicm, I. 
‘think all but Captain Swan, Avere incapable of keep- 
‘ iug a sea journal, and took no account of any action, 

‘ neither did they make any observations. But I am 
‘ only to answer for myself, and if I had not givtm 
‘satisfaction to my friends in AA'hat I haA^o written, 

‘ the fault is in the meanness of my information, and 
‘not in mo Avho have been faithfid as to what cam(j 
‘ to niy knowledge.’ 

Countenanced as the Buccanoiu's \\’ere, it is not in 
the least surprising that they becmiie so numerous. 
With the same degree of encouragement at tlie present 
time, tlie Seas would bo filled with such adventurers. 
It was fortunate for the Spaniards, and perliaps for 
the other maritime Nations of Europe, that the Buc- 
caneers did not make conqiAest and settlement so 
miieh their object as they did plunder; and that they 
took no step toAA’-avds making themselves independent, 
Avhilst it Avas in their poAver. Among their Chiefs 
Avei’c some of good capacity; but only two of them, 
Mansvelt and Morgan, appear to have contemplated 
any sch(?mo of regular settlement indejicrideiit of the 
European Governments, and the time was then gone 

• * !Scc p. 187, near the bottom. 
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by. Before Tortuga, talien possession of for the 
OroTTii of France, s^icli a project might liave been un- 
clerta,lcen with great advantage. The English ar.d 
French Buccaneers were then united; England was 
deeply engaged and fiT.ly occupied by a civil war; and 
t]ie jealousy which the Spaniards cnicriaitied of the 
encroachments o-' :!■■* ■'•li 'n il;i-A^ < ! '..-ies, Iccpt 

at a distance all p - -y c.’ ■ ■ -i: to sup- 

press the Buccaneers. tht\v luid che-sen at ilml 
time to have formed for tlii'ui^clvos .‘uiy regular nindc 
of government, it appears not very iiuiirohabh? that, 
they might have become a jiowerful iuilepcndcnl 
State. 

In the history of so much robbery and oiifragc', thi- 
rapacity shewn in soi'uo instances by the Eiiropi'aii 
Governments in their West-Fndia traiisaci ions, and by 
Governors of tlioir a]jpoiniinont, appear.^ in a worse 
light than that of the Buccaneoi’s, from whom, they 
being professed ruffians, no'ii:'- ;, : '!■ ■■ , ■■■ v. ■ ■; 

The superior attainments o' ii.:-'; ; ■ ■■• i' i',-" 

have done much towards th- h uv. :> cii!:- 'y 

in liimiariising llieir ins!.ii.nt:.-f •. !■-. ■ d; a":!.. = 

with the inhabitants of the ivst of ilie ghdie, wiih 
few exceptions, been made the insLi-uincnts o:' ursiijia- 
tion and extortion. 

After Ihe suppression of the Buccaneers, and partly 
from their relicks, arose a race of pirates of a more 
desperate cast, so rendered by the increased danger of 
their occupation, who for a number of yeai*s preyed 
upon the commerce of all nations, till they were 
hunted down, and, it may be said, exterminated. Of 
one crew of pirates who were brought before a Cotirt 
of Justice, fifty-two men were condemned and executed 
at one time, in the year 1722. 


FINIS. 



A LIST OF f)ATES 

/ 

jll92 Discovery of America (Ili-spaiiiola), by Olmsto- 
lilier OoliiijQbu.s. « 

1497 Discovery of America (Newfoundland), by John 
Cabot. 

1198 Disco%>'cry of South. America, by Oohunlms. 
loOS Negro Slavery, introduced by the Spaniards. 
loO!) Henry YITT. 

1513 Balboa saw the Pacific Ocean from a peak in 
Darien. 

1519-23 Covtc/j conijTiered 3Ioxico. 

1520 Jlagailiae.s sails through the straits which are 
called ‘ ISragellau’ii.’ 

1531-32 Pizarro conquered Peru. 

1517 Edward VI. 

1353 ;M'arv. 

1.550 Philip II. of Spain. 

1558 Elizabeth. 

15t;5 Sir Francis Drake (l.'4:0-lo96), began his series of 
expeditions against the Spanish JMaiu. 

1585 Sir Waltor Raleigh . (1552-1018), foimded the ill- 
I fated Colony of Virginia. 

1.588 The Armada. 

: 100.3 James I. 

V • KiOi Froiich settlement in Nova Scotia (Acadie). 

1007 First permanent settlement by the English in 
America (Jamestown). 

\ 1014 New Amsterdam (New York), founded by the 

I Dutch. 

1020 Negro Slavery in Virginia. 

I 1620 The Pilgrim Fathers sailed in the Mayflower 
' * and settled at Plymouth, in New England. 

182.0 Charles I, 

1043 Lqpis XIV. of France. 



105.1 .Reduction of tlie West India Islands by Admiral 
Aysciie o*' belialf of the Parluiincut. 

1053 Oliver Cromwell, Protector. 

](>55 Jamaica captured by the Pngli.-ilii. ‘Tlic capture 
of .'Jamaica niarbs the period wiien ibe law- 
le.ss rule of the buccaiuTU's (in t lic planfAtions) 
began to be cxl*banged hir the rule of Euro- 
pean governments.’ (J*ayue). 

1660 Charles LL 

1682 'William Penn founds I^hiladelphia. 

1885 James II. 

1688 William and Mary. 

1697 William Dampior (1652-1715), published bis ‘New 
Voyage round the World.’ 

1697 Peace of llyswyk. 





